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Newport County Lotteries

PART I.

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE SOCIETY NOVEMBER 20th, 1911

By Mr. HAMILTON B. TOMPKINS
President of the Society.

NOTE—The following paper was prepared in 1882, but for some reason was
not at that time read before the Society. In 1896, "A Century of Lotteries in

Rhode Island," by Judge John H. Stiness was issued by Mr. Sidney S. Rider of

Providence as No. 3, Second Series of his Rhode Island Historical Tracts. It

contains much that is noticed in the paper of Mr. Tompkins, but is not so full

or specific in its relation to the lotteries in this vicinity, and is wanting some-

what in local matters, which makes the paper we present of especial interest

to Newporters.—Ed.

The modern system of lotteries, according to some authorities, said

to have had its origin in Genoa, and according to others in Florence

about the year 1530, rapidly spread throughout Italy: it was instituted

in France in 1539, and in England the first lottery of which we have

any record was drawn in 1569. The system became established in that

country and was naturally brought to America. For what special ob-

ject lotteries were first set up by the Colonists I have not been able to

ascertain, but they were denounced as early as 1699 by an Assembly of

Ministers in Boston as " cheats," and in 1719, the General Court o\

Massachusetts " declared and enacted that private lotteries and all other

lotteries were common and publick nuisances."

That private lotteries were more or less in vogue among the people

in the latter part of the first century of the settlement of the Colony of



^

Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2013

http://archive.org/details/bulletinofnewpo191216newp



Rhode Island, is evident from the stringent statute prohibiting them,
passed at a meeting of the General As&ernhly, held at Providence on the

fourth Tuesday of January 1732. The preamble of the act sets forth

that "Whereas there has been brought up within th :s Government cer-

tain unlawful games called Lotteries, whereby unwary people have been

led into a ioolish expense of money, which may tend to the Great Hurt
of Sundry Families; and also the Reproach of this Government if not

timely prevented." For Remedy Whereof it was enacted that no lot-

tery should be publicly or privately published or set forth under a Pen-

alty of Five Hundred Pounds, and all persons were forbidden u to play

or draw at any Lottery under a Penalty of Ten Pounds.' 7 (Laws : Edi-

tion of 1744, page 170).

The act was to take effect on the 30th day of April of the following

year (1733). Whether or not this, act failed to produce the desired re-

sult, or whether the system of lotteries was found to be an effective

means of raising money for public and private enterprises, I cannot de-

termine, but as Arnold says, " the lottery system was soon destined to

make an important figure in the history of the State," (Arnold's History

R. I., Vol. 2, P. 10.9) and at a meeting of the General Assembly for the

Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, held on the 31st

of October, 1744, an Act was passed allowing lotteries to be " set up and

put forth " upon obtaining " leave of the General Assembly." Under

this act, at the same session, leave was granted for a lottery to build a

bridge over VVeybossett River in Providence ; at the next session this

act was repealed and a somewhat similar act for the same purpose was

From this time forward lotteries were instituted for all kinds of

purposes, and in less than a hundred years, nearly three hundred lot-

tery grants were allowed by the Assembly It is not strange, perhaps,

that an institution, endorsed as it had been in the Mother Country, and

appealing to the charity a3 well as the cupidity of the people should

take deep root in a new country where so much was to be done, and

where there was so little money with which to do it The investigation

of the numerous lotteries in our state presents many curious phases and

facts in Rhode Island history, and it would be interesting to trace them

all, but we have only time to refer to those relating to Newport and

its more immediate vicinity.

The condition of the streets of Newport was the subject of discus-

sion in the Assembly, at a meeting held in Newport as early as 1715.

(Bartlett Col. Rec. Vol. IV, pp. 191-193) it being represented to quote

the records that "Newport was the Metropolitan town in the Colony,

that all the courts were held there, and also that it was the chief market

town in the government, and that it had very miry streets especially

that leading from the ferry, or landing place, up to the Colony House.
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so that the members of the Courts are very much discommoded there-

with, and is a great hindrance to the transporting of provisions, &c, in

and out of the town to the great loss of the inhabitants thereof." There-

fore it was enacted by the Assembly "that the sum of £289, 17s, 3d»

• then lying in the naval officers' hands (being the duty on imported

slaves) should be granted to the town of Newport towards paving the

streets from the ferry place up to the Colony House.'
1

The Assembly at

this session fixed the import duty of negroes at £3 per head, and

enacted that one half of this duty should be M for the use of the town of

Newport to be disposed of by the said town towards paving the streets

for and during the full term of seven years from the publication of the

act."

It is believed that but little was accomplished under the provisions

of this act, for at the session of the Assembly held on the 28th day of

February 1747-8, a petition was presented which set forth that there

was great necessity for paving the streets of Newport, " more especially

the street leading to the Colony House," and praying that a lottery

might be set up for that purpose, the petition was granted and this was

the second lottery in the state.

The directors were Stephen Wanton, Evan Malbone, William El-

lery, Joseph Jacob, Thomas Cranston, Samuel Wickham and John
Channing, they were required to give bonds, with surety in the sum of

sixty thousand pounds, to the General Treasurer of the Colony for the

faithful performance of their trust. The lottery was ordered to be

drawn on the 2d Monday of the June following, and the scheme was as

follows

:

4 tickets of £1000 each is £4000
6 C| ti ' 500 ti tt 3000
8 It u 400 tt tt 3200
10 tt tt 300 n n 3000
20 It u 200 it a 4000
53 tl It 100 tt « 5300
100 tt It 50 tt it 5000
200 tl ti 25 it it 5000

2950 tt

prizes

ll 16 *t ti 47000

3351 £79500

First drawn 200

6649 blanks Last drawn 300

10000 tickets at £8 each, old tener, is £S0000

Twelve and one-half per cent, was to be deducted from the prizes

to be applied towards paving the streets. " The Managers were to un-

dertake the whole without any Reward for their Trouble."

• The third lottery was granted the following year. 1748-9, far the

relief of Joseph Fox, scrivener, confined in the jail at Newport. His
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petition sets forth that he had "been confined to his Majesty's Goal in

Newport for almost two years, for one debt only, which (amounting to

near three thousand pounds) he is altogether unable to pay, and more-

over ought in justice to be paid out of the estate of the late John Gidley,

Esq. That he has nothing but his pen to maintain himself, his wife

and several children : That his earnings are but trifling, as he is con-

fined, compared with what they might be if he had his liberty, and that

it is next to an impossibility for him to extricate himself out of those

deplorable circumstances without relief from this Assembly, whereupon

he humbly prayeth that a Lottery may be set on Foot, to raise the

money for which he is imprisoned, the sum being too large for him even

to hope to be got by private charities." The petition was urged by the

principal gentlemen and merchants in the town, and granted by the

Assembly. John Gardner, John Channing, Thomas Wickham and

Stephen Wanton were appointed directors " to give sufficient bond to

the General Treasurer for their Fidelity, and to follow the same rules,

that the Directors of the Providence Lottery for building Weybosset

Bridge were obliged to observe."

The rules governing the Weybosset Bridge Lottery were that the

directors sbould give bond to the General Treasurer in the sum of

20,000 pounds and should be allowed to deduct two and one-half per

cent, from the prizes for the expenses of the committee, they were also

required to render an account to the General Assembly and if the

lottery was not filled in six months to return the money to those who

had bought tickets. The lottery was for £15,000, £3,000 reserved for

the purposes of the bridge.

This lottery (to Joseph Fox) was for £32,000, old tener, consisting

of 8,000 tickets at £4 each, 2080 prizes and 5920 blanks, twelve and a

half per cent., viz., £4,00U, to be deducted for the benefit of the peti-

tioner. The lottery proved to be a success, and in August, 1750, the

committee appointed to settle the accounts reported after the pay-

ment of the debt, and the prizes and expenses, a balance of £40i.\ 18s &
8d, which was ordered to be paid into the treasury of the Colony. The

money, however, was not promptly paid and in Oct., 1755, the General

Treasurer was ordered to take steps for its recovery. We may remark

here, in passing, that at this time the credit of the Colonial government

had sunk very low and the paper money had but comparatively "little

value, as is shown by a report made under the command of the King,

by which it appears that the outstanding issue of the various banks was

over £500,000, equal to a little more than £36,000 sterling*; almost

fourteen to one.

Rhode Island Hist. Tract No. 8 p. 64.
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The lottery of 1747-8, for paving the streets, seems to have failed, as

is shown by the following preamble and resolution passed by the Gen-

eral Assembly on the last Tuesday in February, 1751-2, which iuns as

follows :
" Whereas the General Assembly of this Colony some time

past, being well informed of the great necessity of paving the street

Newport, and more especially that leading to the Colony house, did for

that end grant a public lottery, but some of the directors declining being

concerned therein, and the time for drawing the same elapsed. It is

thereby voted and resolved by this Assembly that the said lottery be

and it is revived in the following manner, viz. : The lottery shall con-

sist of twelve thousand and five hundred tickets at £4 old tener each,

three thousand and forty-nine of which to be fortunate." The names of

Job Bennett, William Read, and Job Bennett, Jr., appear as Directors in

the places of William Ellery, Stephen Wanton, John Jacob, and Samuel

Wickham, who seem to have been the persons who " declined being

concerned " in the previous attempt. The prizes were subject to a de-

duction of 12 J per cent, making a total of £6,250 to be devoted to the

purposes of the lottery. The Assembly still determined to have a paved

walk to their place of meeting, stipulated in granting the lottery, that

«*the street* leading from the Colony House to the Long Wharf be

paved first and Thames street next. The date of drawing (the lottery)

had been fixed for the 30th of June following, but the time passed and

the lottery was not filled and drawn,j as is shown by the proceedings of

a meeting of the town held on the 17th of Aunust, 1752, three vears later,

and reported to the Assembly the same month. It seems, by a state,

ment of the Directors, that not over two-thirds of the tickets had been

sold, " and," as they say, " nor any prospect of selling what remains

until a certain time be fixed for drawing, as a great number of People

both in this and the neighboring Governments, being unwilling to part

with their money, until there be a certainty of said Lottery being drawn

within a reasonable time." Application was therefore made to the As-

sembly to extend the time and fix the date for drawing. The second

Monday of the following November was fixed upon, and the Town au-

thorized to take any tickets that might remain unsold. The lottery was

drawn, but the accounts of the Directors were not audited until 1757,

five years later.

Some of the work called for by these lotteries must have been done,

or else that part leading from the Colony House had been done in antic-

ipation of the success of the lottery, for we find an act passed at this same

session of the Assembly (Aug. 1752), M that every person who shall drive

a loaded cart or truck upon any part of the pavement lately laid in

Queen street from the Colony House to the East side of Thames St.,

*Queen St., now So. Touro St.

tRhode Island Schedule Aug. 1752, p. 46.
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hall forfeit and pay a fine of £5 for every offence." The difficulty the

Assembly had had in obtaining its sidewalk evidently made it seern

more valuable and worthy of being protected by special statute.

In Oct. 1757 the accounts of the Directors of this lottery were

•audited and reported to the General Assembly, by which it appeared

that there had been appropriated for the streets the sum of £5,855, 18s,

6d, and further reported that " John Channing stands indebted to the

other Directors, as appears by his own account, for the sum of

£696, 15s, 6d, and also for £104, 12s, for tickets sent by him to Mr.

Gamaliel Wallis in Boston, who was represented as insolvent.''

Signed Edward Scott,

Peter Bour3.
Bartlett Col. Rec. Vol. VI, pp. 107-8.

Fort George on Goat Island in Newport harbor, which was the

principal fortification in the Colony, and the repairing and arming

of which had been the Colony's excuse for issuing some of its Banks.

and the emission of much of its paper currency, was next the subject of a

lottery. At the session of the General Assembly held in Newport on the

fourth Monday of August, 1756, Messrs. Edward Scott, Augustus Johnson

and Martin Howard, Jr., were " appointed a committee to prepare a Bill

for that purpose and present the same unto this Assembly as soon as

may be/' The bill was reported a few days later, setting forth that

" Whereas there is the greatest necessity at this Time of putting the

Colony in a proper Posture of Defence, and a farther sum for building

the Fort is wanted "
: Therefore it was enacted that a lottery of £100,000

be set up to raise the sum of £10,000, for the aforesaid purpose. There

were to be two drawings of the lottery, each drawing to consist of ten

thousand tickets at £6 each old tener. There were 2510 prizes, running

from 10 to 100 pounds each, and 7490 blanks. The first drawing was

fixed for the "first Monday of the following November if filled, and the

second for the first Monday in January thence next ensuing if filled."

William Ellery, Capt. Benjamin Wickham, Capt. Samuel Freebody,

Messrs. Ebenezer Flagg, Robert Stevens, and Samuel Ward, Maj.

Thomas Greene and Mr. Elnathan Hammond were appointed Directors.

Elnathan Hammond refusing to serve, John Tanner was appointed at

the next session in his stead.

The Assembly showing their faith in the success of the Lottery and

pleading the necessity of carrying on the work at the Fort empowered

Capt. William Mumford and Lieut. Caleb Carr to procure all such mate-

rials and employ such workmen as should be necessary for carrying on

the work, the charges to be paid out of the lottery. Benjamin Wick-

ham, one of the original Directors, having been chosen Lieut. Colonel of

the Regiment to be sent as a re-inforcement of the Provincial army in
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the expedition against Crown Point, Henry Ward was chosen director in

his place. The regiment, however, did not go, and Col Wickham was
afterwards re-instated, and Henry Ward took the place as director of

Maj. Thomas Greene, who had " not undertaken the office."

The selling of the tickets proceeded slowly, either patriotism wa.s

wanting, or money was scarce : At the November session of the Assem-
bly, in view of the fact that the First class of the lottery had not been

filled, and consequently could not be drawn at the time appointed, it

was enacted that the time for drawing be postponed until the second

Monday of the following December, and the General Treasurer was au-

thorized for the " encouragement of adventures, in filling up the First

class, to take of the Directors Five Hundred Tickets on the Colony ?

s

Account & Risque, giving his note of Hand to pay the Price of

them in Bills of Public Credit upon demand." Still the lottery

dragged. In January of the following year an Act was passed reviving

the lottery and postponing the time of drawing. It was fixed for the

21st day of the following month, when the First class was directed to be

drawn, and the tickets remaining unsold to be taken by the Colony,

provided in addition to those already taken the number did not exceed

one thousand. The drawing probably took place on the day specified,

as we find in the proceedings of the March session that the managers

were " directed to pay the ' neat produce ' of said lottery into the Gen-

eral Treasury," and Capt. William Mumford was empowered to draw

the same from the Treasury as necessity should require. The amount
thus raised did not by any means complete the work, and a year later

the Assembly at its March session, voted the sum of ^10,000, old tener,

be paid out of the Treasury towards carrying it on. We may here

remark that about this time (1756) came into existence, what was

known as " lawful money," the value of the old tener bills as compared

with lawful money, can be imagined when it was enacted at the October

session (1756) " that the wages of all the soldiers in the service of the

Colony was augmented from £11, old tener, per month, to thirty shill-

ings lawful money."*

The French and Indian War bore heavily upon all the Colonies and

no less so upon the people of Pihode Island. We have the record of one

sufferer at least from the stagnation of business caused thereby, and also

in part, perhaps, from his own imprudence. Handley Chipman of

Newport, distiller, preferred a petition to the General Assembly at its

meeting in August, 1758, representing as follows :

M that he purchased

some time past, for carrying on the business of distilling and soap boil-

ing, a large lot of land at the south end of the town oi Newport, with a

small house thereon, unto which he hath made a considerable addition.

and also erected a still-house, soap-house, cooper's shop, ware house,

Rhode Island Schedule, Oct. 1756, p. 76.
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joiner's shop, chaise-house and stable, which involved him considerably

in debt ; nevertheless he had hope3 to clear himself speedily by his

business, and probably should have done it, had not war come on,

which has, in a great measure broke up the business of distilling, and

greatly injured every other trade." This he continues, put him upon

endeavoring to find out another way to clear himself of his difficulties
;

that a voyage presented itself, in which he thought there was a good

prospect of effecting it; and accordingly be went to sea, but was un-

fortunately taken by the enemy, and lost all he had with him, which

was pretty considerable; so that instead of bettering his circumstances,

he became plunged deeper in debt, and now "hath no way to extricate

himself but by selling his estate, and as no person who will give any-

thing near the value of it, presents to purchase, he pray3 for liberty to

open and erect a lottery for not exceeding the sum of £30.000." The
prayer was granted, and Messrs. Elnathan Hammond, James Tanner,

John Wanton, son of Gideon, and Henry Ward were chosen directors or

managers.

No scheme of the lottery is given in the act as passed but in the

Newport Mercury of Dec. 19th, 1758, the following advertisement

appears, showing what progress had been made in the sale of tickets,

up to that date, " The Managers of the Chipman lottery having disposed

of near two-thirds of their Tickets, desire those who incline to become

adventurers, to apply speedily, or there will be a necessity to postpone

the Drawings for some time longer; of which timely notice will be

given in this paper. The Lottery consists of the following Prizes, viz :

1 of £5000, 4 of 2800, 1 of 1200, 1 of 1100. 1 of 1000, 1 of 400, 1 of 345.

3 of 100, 5 of 50, &c. But few Blanks to a Prize and subject to no

Deduction."

I have been unable to find any further record as to the success of

the managers in dispensing of the remainder of the tickets, or of the

drawing of the lottery,—the lack of a complete file of the Mercury in

this, as well as in other matters relating to our local historv, is severely

felt.

I may here mention as showing how greatly business had been in-

jured, that it was stated in the Assembly in June, 1759, " that the Mer-

chants of the Town of Newport had lost in the course of their trade dur-

ing the present war, upwards of ;£2,000,000 of money."

But to continue.

At the June session of the Assembty, 1759, " Robert Jenkins, Jun ,

Master, John Mawdsley, and Samuel Brenton, Wardens, and the Chief

of the Society of the Free and Accepted Masons in the Town of New-

port, with sundry other Persons, preferred a Petition ' representing that

the town had no building in it sutliciently large and commodious for

public entertainments where the Governor and Council or General
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Assembly may occasionally meet and dine; and where any of

Majesty's Governors or other officers, may be publickly entertained as

they pass through this Government, They the said Society have agreed

to set on Foot, and erect a commodious Building to be called and

known by the name of Mason's Hall, for the use of said Society and

Purposes aforesaid, but rinding their Fund unequal to the Expence,

they prayed that a Lottery may be opened and set up, in Order to raise

Twenty Four Hundred Dollars for carrying on and completing the pro-

posed Building. Such a praiseworthy object, naturally met the views

of the Assembly, and the petition was granted. The scheme to consist

of Four thousand tickets at four dollars -each 1113 to be fortunate and

2887 Blanks, the Capital prize was one thousand Dollars, and the lowest

prize eight dollars, of which there were one thousand.

No. of Prizes Value of each Total value

I of $1000 is $1000
1 << 500 a 500
2 «« 200 are 400
6 u 100 ii 600
6 << 75 << 450

11 <l 50 u 550
38 I* 30 (< 1140
48 u 20 {« 900

1000 <( 8 <« 8000

1113 $13600
2887 Deduct for the Building 2400

4000 Tickets at S4 each $16000

Thomas Cranston, Esq., Godfrey Malbone, Jun., Esq., Messrs.

Silas Cooke, Benjamin Mason, Christopher Champlin, Jun., and Solo-

mon Townsend were appointed Managers. It was stipulated in the

enactment, " that the said Building when erected, shall serve and be

improved for the Celebration of all publick Feasts and Entertainments

as they may occasionally happen, in which the Governor and Council of

this Colony, or the General Assembly thereof, may be immediately con-

cerned, but for no other Use or Purpose whatsoever, without the Con-

sent and Leave of the said Society of Free and Accepted Masons be riist

had and obtained." By the same act, the Society was incorporated by

the Name of The Master, Wardens and Society of Free and Accepted

Masons in the Town of Newport.

At a session of the Assembly held in South Kingstown on the 25th

of February, 1760, several acts were passed establishing Lotteries, and

among them what is known as the ''Market House and Grmnery Lot-

tery." The preamble sets forth that '•Whereas. Messrs. Henry Collin.-.

Josias Lyndon and Henry Ward, in Behalf of themselves and others, tie/

Proprietors of the Long Wharf, in the Town of Newport, preferred a
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Petition, and represented unto this Assembly, That the said Proprietors

being sensible of the general Benefit that would accrue unto the said

Town from a convenient well situated Market House, and taking into

consideration, the great advantage the Poor of the said Town would, in

an especial maimer, reap from a public Granery, did at their meeting

holden on the twentieth Day of the current month, pass a vote as fol-

loweth, to wit :
' That the Lot of Land, in Newport belonging to the

Proprietors, being in Front, upon Thames Street, Thirty-eight Feet, and

extending from said Street Westerly, Fifty Feet, be and it is hereby

granted to the Town of Newport for erecting thereon a handsom {sic.)

Building of two stories ; the lower Part to be appropriated for a Market

House forever, and to no other Use whatsoever, unless it shall be found

convenient to improve some Part of it for a Watch House, and that the

upper Part of Said Building be made into convenient Stores for Dry

Goods, and let out to the best advantage, and that all the Rents together

with all other Profits that shall arise on said Building shall be lodged in

the Town Treasury, to be applied to the purchasing Grain, as a per-

petual Fund for supplying a public Grainary for the Use of said Town,

and that the said building be erected agreeable to a Plan that shall be ap-

proved of by the Proprietors ; the cost of which to be estimated at

Twenty-Four Thousand Pounds Old Tener."

The Assembly, to quote the records, " being desirous to counte-

nance and encourage so laudable a Design," enacted that the Prayer

of the Petitioners be granted, and appointed Peter Bours, Thomas
Cranston, Josias Lyndon, John Wanton (son of Gideon), Thomas Rol>-

inson, Lieut. Col. Job Bennett, and Mr. John Dockray, or any five of

them, to sign the Tickets, dispose of the same, Draw the Lottery, pay

off the Prizes, " and to do and perform everything necessary to corn-

pleat the Design of raising a Sufficient Sum for erecting and finishing

the proposed Building." The Scheme for the first class was presented

with the Petition, it consisted of 6600 tickets, at £6 each, 1865 were to

be fortunate and 4735 Blanks ; from this class it was proposed to raise

.£3,600 for the Building. The lottery was drawn and presumably the

second* and third classes also, but by reason of several lotteries being

carried on in the Colony, at that time the Directors found difficulty in

disposing of the tickets of the Fourth class, and they were empowered by

the Assembly in Oct. 1761, to appoint a time for the drawing of this

class, and if any tickets should remain unsold, they were authorized to

take them on account of the building, and the Directors were further

empowered to add as many classes to the Lottery, as would raise suffi-

cient money to complete the work.

In Oct., 1762, Nathaniel Mumford was appointed director in the

place of Mr. Thomas Robinson who had declined serving any longer.

Mr. Mumford refused, and Martin Howard was appointed in Feb.,
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1763. in Lis place. The work of bonding went on slowly, and in June
1768, Neon. George Hazard, William Richardson and William F
were appointed a committee to settle the accounts of ti.e then and
former directors of the lottery, "and the Committee for building the

House were empowered to call upon the Directors, and receive all sums
of money due from them to the Lottery.~ This committee reported in

May, 1770, and stated, among other things, that there was due to Job
Bennet, Esq^, one of the building committee, the sum c : £'2 1 i and

7d. and to John G ^:.:oa. the other member of the committee, the

sum of j£llt>3. 14s, 3d. These two endeavored to get their c'aim paid

by the town, but were unsuccessrul, and the town in town meeting

assembled ordered its deputies at the next season of the Assembly to

ask for another lottery to raise a sum to pay these claim? and finish the

building ; their request was granted, and Joseph Wanton. Jr., Samuel

Lyndon, Joseph Wanton (son of Gideon), Thomas Freebody, Daniel

Dunham and Charles Spencer were appointed directors. It will he

l::::c7 :Li: .7;--.- :':. "";.~::- =:r. :: '.-.!-;:. - :._.-: .:..' lire:::-: —-. -

tioned remaining of those originally appointed more than ten ji

before. I have found no further record of this last lottery (or ai any-

thing more relating to this building), but it is to be presumed that

money enough was raised, after m
las: zf. :::. :. :-:nT".r'.r :: 1 : : :: - : I : : :

by ;Le fiii:.'i= \:._::r:: ?r".r.p H:::iv: '.".
-

; =:: . - -

and an ornament to that part of the city in which it star £ -

It might be interesting, if we had time, to trace the history of the

builiir.r iirinr :hc mi- re ~.z:.~ i :cr_:~r7 :: :> rx:5:ez v I:
~-

_- '.:

first known as the Granary, and engravings of it made nearly fifty years

ago, exist which call it Tne Theatre, and it was afterwards used as the

City HalL

Tiiiifs .v.rr-r. ariir. : nie e::ri ::: A5=rLi .".-.-:.:::• 7- - ::: ;' fu-

sion. 1761. A number of the inhabitan.- Newport represented (to

the Assembly) that the L;^e: tt. .1 \l- r.reet was -very muddy and

miry, rendering h very inconvenient to carry on business there. 1

set forth the advantages of having it paved, and prayed for a lottery to

raise the sum of ^6,000 for that purpose ; the paving was to commence
at the house of Abraham Redwood, and continue until the whole of the

money was expended. The prayer off the petitio:. - granted, and

the money was to be raised in two classes - -00 each. The price

of the tick eta mm nxed at £b\

I presume the object of dividing a lottery up into classes instead of

:.g the amount required at one drawing was that the fewer the

finVcti the a xxier they would be likely to be disposed of and the draw-

ing take place, and thus 'jive both the fortunate and the unfortunate

Uuexa .in early opportunity of trying their luck ajain This krt-
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tery seems to have been successful, and the money quickly expended,

for at the September session of the same year the inhabitants a:rain

petitioned the Assembly for another lottery to raise the same amount
on the ground that the money raised at the previous one was found in-

• sufficient to complete- the work; the prayer was granted and the .sum

was to be raised in four drawings of ^1500 each. Thomas Cranston,

Evan and John Malbone, Andrew Hunter, Henry John Overing were

among the directors. Money at this time was worth at the rate of one

Spanish milled dollar for £6 old tener.

The custom of selling tickets on credit, which existed, and also that

each director was held responsible for any prize drawn by any ticket

sold by him, gave rise to the statute which was passed in 1760, author-

izing the directors of any lottery granted by the General Assembly for a

public use to sue at special courts for any sums that might be due for

tickets, and all persons entitled to prizes, after having demanded his

prize and been refused, " might have like power to sue any Director for

the same at Special Court."

It was certainly one of the evils of the system that credits were so

easily given, and the custom of taking notes for tickets sold gave rise to

innumerable and vexatious suits at law.

A disastrous fire in the month of February, 1762. destroyed all the

stores on Long Wharf. Among the sufferers were William and Henry

Wall of North Kingstown, who, at the session of the Assembly held at

South Kingstown on the 23d of the month following, stated that they

were "almost utterly ruined by the destruction of their merchandize by

this fire,'' and asked for a lottery; their petition set forth that " many
of His Majesty's subjects are desirous of assisting the petitioners in the

handsomest manner they can.'" Their request was granted and leave

given to set up a lottery to raise the sum of ^4,500. At this same ses-

sion, upon petition, a lottery was granted for " opening the communica-

tion with the sea from the Great Pond on Block Island, which had been

closed, whereby the cod and bass fishing had been spoiled, and what

was once a secure harbor for fishing vessels, could no longer be

entered."*

In February, 1763, Nathaniel Searle, Esq., and others represented

to the Assembly, -'that there is no harbour in Little Compton, except-

ing one called Church's Harbor, which lying just at the mouth of the

river that runneth up the East side of Rhode Island, was very much
exposed to northwesterly winds, by reason whereof it is very difficult to

procure vessels to come into said harbor to land timber, wood, boards

and other merchandize, that a good wharf built in said place would

render it a good and convenient harbor for all coasting vessels and others

bound from the Eastward to Newport or up the river to Providence

*Arnold Hist, of R. I.
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and would prevent a good many vessels from being driven to sea, or

cast away, that the building of said wharf would be very serviceable for

carrying on the cod fishery, which would be attended with great public

as well as private benefit ; that the town of Little Comptun was nut able

to raise a sufficient sum of money to build the said wharf, they

very much reduced in th^ir estates by reason of high taxes, and their

crops of hay falling short, there being not one half the hay cut or one

half the stock kept as in former yeai*3, and thereupon prayed for a lot-

tery, consisting of two classes to raise the sum of £6,000 old tener, to be

applied to the building of a wharf at the aforesaid harbor. The petition

was granted, and Thomas Church, Esq., Messrs. Samuel Bailey. Thomas
Brownell, Aaron Wilbour, Simeon Palmer, William Richmond, Jr., and

Henry Wood were appointed Directors.

Part of Thames St. was soon out of repair, especially that portion

of it lying between the houses of John Freebody and Martin Howard,

and in Oct. 1763, leave was granted by the Assembly, upon petition, for

another lottery to raise the sum of .£8,000 to put it in order. Among
the Directors were Stephen Ayrault, John Tweedy, Samuel Fowler,

George Gibbs, Samuel Brenton and others. The scheme failed, as is

shown by the proceedings of the Assembly at the December ses

1766, owing, as is stated in the preamble to the now petition, to the

refusal of some of the Directors to serve. The scheme was revived, other

directors appointed, and the amount to be raised changed from ^s.000

old tener, to £300 lawful money. This lottery wTas successful. Mr.

James Mauran, of Newport, had in his possession the account of Caleb

Gardner, for carting 256 loads of gravel for this work, and also some of

the tickets of the lottery signed by Stephen Ayrault.

This was the last we hear of Thames street in this connexion, but

several of the streets, as we shall see. were put in order by money raised

in a similar manner. When we remember that the site of Thames

street was at the time of the settlement of the town, low, marshy ground,

it is not surprising that it was, even more than a hundred years later.

at times "muddy and miry."

In Oct. 1767, several inhabitants of the town represented to the

Assembly that the street called Mill street was " a very public street.

and much improved by many People, and by Carts and Other Car-

riages, that it hath never yet been paved, and in the Winter Season is

so muddy and miry that it is extremely inconvenient for tho>e whose

business or Inclination lead them to pass thro' the same, and prayed for

a lottery to raise the sum of £225 lawful money for that purpose. The

lottery was granted, and the paving was to extend from Thames street

up to the Rev. Mr. Vinal's Fleeting-House."

In February of the following year (170S) King (now Franklin) Si

was also represented to be " a very publick Street," that it was also

i
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almost impassable in winter, and would " greatly accommodate many
people," if paved, a lottery was accordingly granted for the purpose—to

raise the sum of five hundred dollars; this sum was not enough and

four years later, in August, 1772, the inhabitants petitioned again, say-

ing that the sum raised by the lottery had been expended, but found it

insufficient for the purpose, " owing to the situation of the street, which

rendered the making a large common sewer necessary, the charge

whereof was much greater than it was estimated at, and that the finish-

ing the street upon the Plan proposed, will not only make it very ele-

gant, but extremely useful to the Inhabitants of the town in general."

The lottery was granted and the street was finished as suggested.

In February, 1769, the Proprietors of the Long Wharf preferred

a petition and represented to the Assembly that by their agreement

with the town of Newport long since made, they were under covenant

for building the said wharf a further distance of 170 feet beyond what

was already completed ; and that there was great necessity also for

the said Wharf's being paved from Thames street to the drawbridge

"that part being much used and improved as a public street & being

extremely miry and inconvenient for foot passengers ; that the propri-

etors have suffered in their estates there, by unexpected high tides,

by which the wharf hath been made ruinous and laid waste, and by

fire in the destruction of their warehouses and effects, to the amount

of more than $4,000, whereby they are unable to perform their cove-

nant and agreement with the said town,'' and prayed for a lottery to

raise £1,350 lawful money, "that the money so raised to be applied

to the further building out the said wharf & paving the same." The
lottery was granted, but upon the condition * that they complete the

pavement, before they proceed to the further building out the wharf.''

In August, 1772 " divers inhabitants of the town of Newport " pre-

ferred a petition to the Assembly that the street called Pel ham street

" was so situated that it could not be kept in repair without very great

expense unless the same be paved," and therefore prayed the Assem-

bly " to grant them a lottery for paving said street, to be divided into

classes, at the discretion of the directors so that a sum sufficient for

carrying the said design into execution may be raised, and that

Messrs. Simon Pease, Robert Stoddard, Charles Handy, John Ban-

nister, Thomas Gordon Steele and Samuel Bours, may be appointed

Directors. The prayer was granted and the lottery set up.

There seems to have been some difficulty about settling the

affairs of the Pelham street lottery, for we find that in June, lTOo.

more than 20 years later, an act was passed by the Assembly, that

the General Treasurer be directed to deliver the bond given by the

Managers of the Pelham Street Lottery to the committee of the town
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of Newport, " to the End that a suit may be commenced for the Re-

covery of the Money that may be due thereon.''

In December of this same year (1772), Augustus Johnson, Esq.,

Mr. Nathaniel Mumford, Mr. John G. Wanton, Mr. John Collins, and

Henry Ward, Esq.,- in behalf of and by direction from the town of

Newport, preferred a petition, and represented to the Assembly that

the hospital upon Coasters Harbor Island had been found at several

times too small for the reception of persons having the small pox,''

and therefore prayed the General Assembly to grant a lottery for

raising a sufficient sum of money to erect a new hospital upon the

island, upon such a plan as shall be approved by the town. The
prayer was granted, and Messrs. John Collins, John G. Wanton, Na-

thaniel Mumford, Simon Pease, John Malbone, John Warren and

Robert Stevens, Jr., were appointed directors, and the power given to

the town of Newport "that in case any one or more of the directors

shall refuse to serve, to appoint another, or others, in his or their

room." The amount of money to be raised was not stated, but was

probably left to the discretion of the directors.

Col. Benjamin Wickham, who had been a prominent merchant of

Newport, and held many offices of trust, becoming embarrassed and

unable, owing to "the Scarcity of Money, together with the Decrease

of the Trade of the Town, to dispose of his estate for anything near

its value," applied to the Assembly in August, 1773, for the grant of

a lottery to sell the same. His estate consisted of "a very large well-

finished Dwelling-House, Wharf, Warehouses, &c." His petition was

granted, and Francis Brinley, John Mawdsley, Jonas Langford Red-

wood, John Bours and John Malbone were appointed Directors. He
" met with discouragements in his efforts, and in August of the fol-

lowing year, the General Treasurer (the Colony having an Execution

against Wickham for £QQ), was authorized by the Assembly, in order

to further the recovery of the same, as well as to encourage the Lot.

tery, and thereby to relieve the said Wickham," "to purchase of the

Directors of the Lottery, on the Account and Risque of the Colony,

as many tickets, as the Debt and Cost of the Execution amounted to
"

the Execution not to be discharged until the lottery was drawn. Of
this lottery I have not found any record of its final result.

As another specimen of the petitions for private lotteries, that of

Gideon Almy of Tiverton may be interesting and amusing. He rep-

resented to the Assembly in June, 1774, "that the last fall he laid out

every shilling he was worth in fitting out two-thirds of the sloop

Sally on a whaling voyage, that the said sloop meeting with success,

had got on board one hundred and twenty barrels of oil, by the latter

end of January last, and that the said sloop being obliged, in a gale of

wind, to come to anchor under Hispaniola, was seized by a French
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frigate, carried into Port-au-Prince, and there with her whole cargo,

condemned as a lawful prize, by which misfortune he hath totally lost

upwards of $2,000, being the whole what he was worth, and had

scraped together by his unweired dilligence and industry, and is de-

prived of the means of putting himself into any way of business to

support a wife and seven children." He asked for a lottery to raise

the sum of " $1,200 to help him forward in business again." Of

course his petition was granted. Probably encouraged by the success

of Gideon Almy, Nathaniel Stoddard of Little Compton, the owner of

the remaining third of the sloop Sally, petitioned the Assembly, in

December following, in precisely the same language even to the " wife

and seven children," for the grant of a lottery "for raising the sum of

$600 to help him forward in business again." Naturally the Assembly

could do no less than accede to his prayer also.

In the Newport Mercury for May 1st, 1775, are published the

fortunate numbers in Class 1 of Gideon Almy's lottery, the highest

prize drawn was $50, the lowest $2.

It would be interesting, if it were possible to note the influence of

all these lotteries in the state upon the people ; more than sixty peti-

tions, coming from various parts of the colony, had been granted by

the Assembly in the ten years preceding, and from their multiplicity,

it would almost seem that, in the decrease of legitimate business, the

energies of the people were devoted to these games of chance ; we
know that in later times they were abolished, as exerting a most

baneful influence upon the community,—relaxing the sinews of trade,

and fostering the destructive spirit of gaming among all classes, but,

perhaps, at this time, the feeling that they were contributing towards

an object of public benefit or a worthy charity, may have, in a meas-

ure, mitigated the naturally injurious effects of the system.

The next meeting of the Society will be held Tuesday evening,

February 20th, when the President, Mr. Tompkins, will read the second

part of his article upon " Newport Lotteries."

16





SOCIETY NOTES

INTRODUCTORY

The Newport Historical Society

was chartered in 1854, "For the

purpose of collecting and publish-

ing anything relating to American

history," especially that of our city

and county.

During these 57 years the work

of collecting has proceeded steadily,

and our rooms today contain books,

manuscripts and general objects,

relating to the past of our city,

more numerous, valuable and in-

teresting than many of our citizens

have any idea of. Publishing, how-

ever, has been continually ne-

glected, the low condition of our

finances causing postponement year

after year of this important branch

of our work. It is now almost a

quarter of a century since an his-

torical journal has been issued in

Newport, though our Society has

printed reports from time to time.

Today, in the growing interest in

matters pertaining to local history,

there is clear evidence of the de-

mand for a publication dealing with

events in the history of Newport.
Such a publication this Bulletin is

designed to be. It is a modest ef-

fort to interest our citizens and to

enlighten them upon the past life

of. our city, as well as to record the

transactions of our Society.

MEETINGS.

The Society holds four regular

meetings every year. The Annual

Meeting on the last Tuesday of

May and quarterly meetings on the

third Tuesdays of August, Novem-
ber and February. At the meet-

ings this fall the President and the

Hon. R. S. Franklin read papers

before the Society. That read by

the President upon " Newport Lot-

teries " is printed in this issue.

Mr. Franklin's paper was upon

"Old Newport Cemeteries."

MEMBERSHIP.

At the annual meeting in May
the membership of the Society was

announced at

Life members 42 (By payment of 550

Sustaining '* 22 " NIO*

Regular " 133
M $2-

Associate 24
..

$1 i

*Annually.

Since that date the following new-

members have been elected :

LIFE

Edward C. Post, G. Andrews
Moriarty, Jr., George L. Rives.

Thomas Ives Hare Powel.

SUSTAINING

Alfred Tuckerman, Miss Eliza-

beth H. Clarke, R. H. I. Gammell.

F. K. Sturgis, Eugene Schreier,
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Guy Norman, Mrs. S. E. Hunt-

ington, Dr. Henry B. Jacobs.

ANNUAL REGULAR

. John Thompson Spencer, Dr. By-

ron H. Haley, Charles M. Cottrell,

J. K. McLennan, John R. Abney,

John R. Caswell, Mrs. Richard

Derby, Mrs. Walter Hill, Mrs. T. S.

Nowell, T. Suffern Tailer, Mrs.

David Pinniger, Dr. Nathan A.

Estes, Miss Austin Stevens.

ASSOCIATE

William A. Wing, Miss Mary A.

Hazard, Mrs. Elisha E. Rogers,

Mrs. Nicholas Underwood, Miss

Sybil A. Fowler, Charles E. Ches-

ter, William S. Nichols.

EXHIBITIONS

A loan exhibition of interesting

historical relics was held on August

22, 23, 24 at the Society's rooms.

Two hundred and sixty persons at-

tended and the receipts netted

$12470. Much interest was mani-

fested and many suggestions . for

another exhibition next summer
were made.

Upon invitation of the Society

its rooms were used during the year

for meetings of the William Ellery

Chapter, D. A. R.,and of the New-
port Improvement Association.

COLLECTIONS.

The Society possesses a Museum
filled with interesting and valuable

relics, a Newspaper Room with a

collection which has been arranged

and made available and is fre-

quently consulted, and a Library of

good reference books, especially

valuable for students of Rhode
Island and Newport history, which

is constantly in use. In the vaults

are deposited for safe keeping many
old church and town records.

Since the Annual Meeting there

have been added to our collections

123 books received as gifts and 41

books purchased. Many copies of

newspapers, also S paintings and

prints and various articles for the

Museum.

CC<5§$
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PART II.

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE SOCIETY FEBRUARY 26th, 1912

By Mr, HAMILTON B. TOMPKINS
President of the Society.

During the Revolution, when the minds of the people were taken

up with weightier matters, and this portion of the State was occupied

by the enemy, there were but few lotteries authorized by the Colony;

in fact I have found but four granted between the years 1775 and 17S2 :

one in October, 1778, to repair the bridge over the Pawtucket River,

" which was first erected by way of lottery, and had ever since been

repaired in the same way ;" another was granted in December, 1779, to

repair the bridge at Smithfield, a third in February, 17S0. to build a

schoolhouse at East Greenwich, and a fourth in May, 1780, to pave

Union Street in Providence.

The United States Lottery was authorized by Congress on Nov.

28th, 1776, to raise funds and to sustain the credit of the Continental

bills ; tickets had been sent for sale in Rhode Island, and the Assembly

in March, 1777, passed an act " that any person convicted of counter-

feiting or forging any of the tickets should suffer the pains of death

without benefit of clergy, with confiscation of all and singular the real

and personal estate of the offender." (Col. Rec Vol. S, 183.) This lot-

tery, however, was never drawn.

In March, 1779, a lottery was organized in Newport, by permission of

Maj Gen. Prescott, for raising the sum of ^"2,100 sterling to enable the





Refugees and other Loyalists "to carry into execution such measures as

may be necessary for the promotion of His Majesty's service.''

The price of the tickets was 40 shillings each, and the scheme was

as follows

:

No. of prizes Value of each Total value

1 of £1,500 £1,500

1 1,000 1,000

2 500 1,000

4 250 1,000

10 100 1,000

20 50 1,000

50 20 1,000

185 10 1,850

1550 a 4,650

1823 prizes £14,000

5177 blanks

7000 tickets 40 s. each, subject to deduction of 15 per cent.

The directors were Joshua Upham, Esq., Major Pelham Winslow,

Doctor William Paine, Jonathan Sterne, Esq.* and Mr. George Leonard,

who gave bonds for the faithful performance of their trust. The address

of the managers to the public, showing the animus of the tory spirit.

said :
" The hardened obstinacy of the factious leaders of the present

rebellion—the vindictive and malignant conduct of Congress, Assem-

blies, &c, towards their countrymen, who honestly and faithfully fore-

told these evils and calamities which their sanguinary measures must

ultimately lead to—the long abused lenity and indulgence of his Maj-

esty towards his deluded revolted subjects, particularly in rejecting the

.benevolent overtures of the Commissioners for restoring peace and all

the blessings of the British Constitution to this once happy country, and

thereby establishing the liberties of America upon the most equitable

and prosperous basis, loudly conspire in the strongest manner to ani-

mate every loyal American and clearly point out the absolute necessity

of carrying on the war in conjunction with the King's troops, with the

most determined spirit and perseverance. For which purpose this Lot-

tery is now published to enable the Associated Loyalists to execute

such measures as may become necessary in the course of the next cam-

paign ; and it is not doubted but every encouragement will be given, as

the money arising therefrom will be faithfully appropriated to the pur-

poses for which it is intended." No time was set in the first advertise-

ment for the drawing of the lottery. Rivington's Royal Gazette in its

•issue of June 5th, 1789, in a notice taken from a Rhode Island news-
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paper (undoubtedly the Newport Gazette) says " The Managers of the

Associated Loyalists Lottery, with pleasure inform the public, that such

encouragement has been given to the sale of tickets, that they will

commence drawing in a short time." Still, however, the lottery wa3

not filled, and in August the managers further advertised that 4i the

design of this lottery being to promote his Majesty's service, and enable

the much injured Loyalists of this country to do themselves greater

justice on their rebellious countrymen, the Managers natter themselves

every lover of his country will be disposed to risque some share of his

property in promoting so laudable a design, especially when attended

with such flattering prospects of advantage." I am unable to say

whether or not the lottery was ever drawn ; it was not drawn as late as

Sept. 18th, 1779, and the British, as we know, evacuated the island on

October 29th of that year.

Upon the return of peace lotteries were again resorted to with a3

much zeal as ever to continue public improvements and repair the

damage caused by the war.

Among the estates taken possession of in behalf of the Colony in

1775, of " persons inimical to the true interests of the Colony," was that

of George Kome, besides land in Middletown, North Kingstown, and

property on the Point in Newport, his estate also consisted of a house

and lot on the south side of the parade. In June, 1783, the freemen of

Newport preferred a petition to the General Assembly, representing that

for the convenience of the inhabitants of the town, they were desirous of

having the lots on the south side of the parade, extending eastward to

the shop of Mr. John Easton, appropriated to the use of the public

agreeably to a plan which they presented with their petition; they

further represented that the town being greatly in debt and having

suffered much during the war, were unable to purchase the lots, and

prayed for a grant of the said Rome lot, which had been confiscated,

and, also, that to enable them to purchase the other lots and to defray

the expense of levelling and enclosing the same, a lottery be likewise

granted them, to raise the sum of two thousand dollars. The request

was granted, and the General Treasurer authorized to execute to the

town a deed of the Rome lot, when the town had purchased the other

lots and appropriated them to the use of the public, and provided, also,

"That the Town shall never erect or cause to be erected thereon, any

Building whatever." Among the directors appointed in the Act were

Francis and John Malbone, George Gibbs. George Champlin, Daniel

Mason, Joseph Tweedy, Samuel Vernon the 3d, Jacob Richardson,

Oliver Durfee, Billings Coggeshall, John Handy and John L. Bo.-s

The scheme, as put forth by the directors, was composed of but one

3





class, and consisted of five thousand tickets at two dollars each, 3677

were to be blanks, and 1323 prizes of the following value

:

Prizes Dol Dol.

1 of 750 is 750

1 350 u 350

8 100 it 800

10 50 it 500

15 20 it 300

74 6 it 444

1214 4 il 4856

3677 blanks

$8000

$100005000 Tickets at $2 each

The Managers said in their address to the public " The great suf-

ferings of the Town of Newport in the late War are a sufficient excuse for

having a lottery for such a purpose, and as the State has generously

given one Lot, the Managers make no doubt of generous encouragement

for completing the work, which must delight every person who travels

through the town, and give particular pleasure to the inhabitants thereof

who will without doubt, do everything in their power to forward the

same." They further informed the public that the tickets were selling

rapidly, and the drawing fixed for the middle of August.

Signed by the Managers and dated Newport, July 8, 1783.

Among the Vernon papers formerly in the custody of the Newport

Historical Society, are many of the accounts relative to this lottery.

Samuel Vernon the 3d was treasurer, and kept a separate account with

each manager among whom the tickets were distributed, to be signed

and sold ; the drawing did not take place until 1784, and among the

fortunate persons I find the name of Gen. Greene, who bought 16 tickets,

and drew $120. Gen. Kusciusko, with one ticket, gained §100. The

Insurance Office took 96 chances and gained but 8116, less than the

sum invested. The duties of the treasurer were anything but easy, and

entries are found relating to the lottery as late of 1797. In 179S, a com-

mittee was appointed in behalf of the town, to settle the lottery with the

treasurer, and reported a balance due from him of .£17, 12s and 3-12d.

which the town authorized the committee to collect. The treasurer's

accounts were generally kept in £ . s. and d. at the rate of 6 shillings to

the dollar.

The first application which came before the Assembly for a lottery

for church purposes was in October, 1761, from the Baptists in Johnston,

the second was from the Church of England in Providence, in 1762, and

the third from the minister, church wardens, vestry and congregation of





Trinity Church in Newport, who represented to the Assembly, at its

June session 1767, " that the steeple of said church was so much decayed

that they were obliged to pull it down and erect an entirely new one,

which would be attended with an expence too great for them to bear

without assistance," and prayed for a lottery to raise the sum of £2,500

for that purpose; the application was granted and Messrs. Thomas
Cranston, Andrew Hunter, John Mawdsley, Evan Malbone, Francis

Brinley, Simon Pease, John Bours and William Tweedy were appointed

Directors.

I find no evidence that this lottery was ever drawn and if so it did

not produce enough to accomplish its object, for it is stated in the

records of Trinity Church, that it was voted by the congregation on the

9th of January, 1769, that a committee be authorized to hire a sufficient

sum of money to pay the balance due to the carpenters for building the

steeple.

The churches of Newport, which had, for the most part, been used

by the enemy as barracks, stables and hospitals, came at the close of the

war before the Assembly with applications for lotteries to repair the

damages and injuries caused thereby. In the same month, June 1783,

in which the petition for the Parade lottery was presented, the church

and congregation under the pastoral care of Rev. Gardner Thurston,

petitioned through Messrs. Samuel Fowler, Caleb Gardner and Constant

Taber, as a committee representing, to quote the petition " that the

meeting-house belonging to said society, having been improved by the

British and afterwards by the French Army, stationed in the said town,

is so much injured thereby as not to admit of being repaired, but to the

disadvantage of said society. That they are desirous of building a new

meeting-house, but find themselves unequal to the undertaking, as they

have greatly suffered in their property during the late war," and there-

fore prayed the Assembly to grant them a lottery for raising the sum
of twenty-five hundred dollars, agreeably to the scheme presented with

the petition, to be appropriated to the building of a meeting-house. The

request was granted, and Samuel Fowler, Constant Taber, Daniel Rogers

and Joseph Rogers, were appointed managers, " they giving bonds for

the faithful performance of their trust." We may here add that for two

years previously, and pending the raising the money by the lottery and
building the new meeting-house, the congregation of *Mr. Thurston*

under his pastorate, worshipped in Trinity Church (from 17S1-17S6),

which was for nearly ten years without a rector.

In February 1784, the Congregational Society in Tiverton, represented

to the Assembly that the meeting-house belonging to their society " was

•Rev. Gardner Thurston was pastor of the Second Baptist Congregation in

Newport for more than forty years.





improved during the late war as a barrack for the troops, whereby it

was greatly injured, and that the said society are unable to advance the

money to repair the same," and asked for a lottery to raise the sum of

.fifteen hundred dollars to put it in order ; the request wa3 granted. *

The First Congregational church in the town of Newport, under

the charge of the Rev. Dr. Samuel Hopkins, through a committee, pre-

ferred a petition, in May, 1784, to the Assembly, representing that

" they were possessed of two Dwelling Houses, which the British

Troops totally destroyed while they remained in Newport, who also

greatly injured the meeting-house, and carried off the bell belonging to

the same : and that the members of said Society have suffered so much
in their circumstances that they are unable to purchase or build a par-

sonage-house, or repair their meeting house, and therefore prayed for a

lottery to be granted them to raise the sum of Twelve Hundred Silver

Dollars, to repair the meeting-house, purchase a parsonage-house and a

bell, and that Messieurs Christopher Ellery, Ebenezer Burrill, John

Anthony, Samuel Thurston, Samuel Sanford, William Ellery, Jun., and

Nathan Hammett, may be appointed Managers thereof." The petition

was granted as preferred. In May of the next year the Society of the

Second Congregational church in Newport, prayed for a lottery also,

setting forth in their petition " that the Society having early interested

themselves in the cause of liberty, the Britith Army were thence in-

duced upon taking possession of the island of Rhode Island, to convert

the meeting-house and parsonage-house belonging to the said Society

into hospitals, whereby they were in a great measure destroyed, that

being great sufferers in the late war are unable to repair the building

without assistance," and prayed for a lottery to raise the sum of $1250,

for that purpose ; it was granted and the gentlemen named in the peti-

tion, John Pitman, Simon Newton, Christopher Ellery, Robert Stevens,

Thomas Rumrill, William Channing, Jacob Richardson, William Vernon

3d, John Topham, Edward Simmons, Samuel I. Thurston and

William Hammond were appointed managers ; the lottery was drawn

and the money raised and appropriated to restoring the church.

In March, 1787, the United Congregational Society in Little Comp-

ton appeared before the Assembly with a petition, representing that

" God, in his Providence, having taking from them their late pastor, Mr.

The town of Tiverton was incorporated in 1694, and remained a part of

Massachusetts until 1747. Not until five months before it became a part of

Rhode Island, did it have a settled minister, or maintain any regular religious

service. It was frequently called to account before the General Court of

Massachusetts by reason of its laxity in this regard, but without any apparent

effect upon the actions of its people. The First Congregational Church was or-

ganized in the south part of the town, August 20th, 1746.
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Jonathan Ellis, by death, they have unanimously made choice of a

young gentleman to preach the Gospel to them ; that the calamities of

the times, and the want of a sufficient sum to support a minister, n<

sitate them to pray this Assembly to grant them the benefit of a lottery,

for raising the sum of six hundred pounds of the paper money of this

State, for the purpose of building a parsonage house in the said town,

for the said Society." The prayer was duly considered and granted.

The amount of money obtained by the lottery granted to the Second

Congregational church (in Newport) in February, 1785, proved insuffi-

cient to complete the repairs, and a debt still remaining, another petition

was preferred in October, 1790, for leave to raise a further sum of $1200

specie dollars "for the use of the Society in discharging their debt, and

further repairing their building."

The scheme of Class " A " of this lottery, which is still preserved, con-

sists of:

1 prize of #100.00 is $100.00
i u tt 50.00 u 50.00

2 prizes of 25.00 << 50.00

10 " 10.00 (< 100.00

10 " 5.00 a 50.00

480 " 1.50 tt 720.00

504 prizes $1,070.00

746 blanks Deduction 180.00

1250 tickets at $1 each $1,250.00

One thousand and seventy dollars were to be distributed in prizes,

and only $180 reserved from this class towards the purposes of the

lottery.

The managers, Thomas Rumrill, Samuel Vernon, tertius, William

Hammond, Walter Channing, William Ellery, Jr., and Thomas Pitman,

say in their prospectus, " This class shall without any reserve com-

mence drawing on Tuesday, the 27th day of September, instant, (1791),

and be finished on the succeeding day.

As the greatest punctuality will be observed, the cash will be

required for the tickets, and as it is expected that every ticket will be

sold before the time prefixed for drawing, such as wish to be adventur-

ers must apply immediately."

Dated Newport, Sept. 1, 1791.

No notes taken, it seems, in this class, and the managers sanguine

as usual.

Following in the footsteps of the Baptist and Congregational

churches, " the minister, wardens, vestry and congregation of Trinity





church " represented to the Assembly in Feb., 1791, "that the disper-

sion of the Society during the late War occasioned their church to go

very much to decay, That the unavoidable expense of repairing it,

although the contributions for that purpose were liberal, hath involved

them in a debt, which they cannot consistent with the justice they owe

to their families, pay among themselves. That one of the lanes leading

to the said church, commonly called the New Church Lane, which was

paved by the Society, by constant use hath been almost torn up ;
and

that a fence around the yard, which now lies open, and other very con-

siderable repairs are necessary." They therefore prayed that a lottery

be granted them to raise the sum of one thousand five hundred silver

dollars under the management of Messrs. George Gibbs, Thomas Wick-

ham, Edward Mumford, John Handy, Robert Nichols Auchmuty, and

William Crooke; the money to be applied to the purposes designated.

The scheme as published by the managers is dated Newport, March

12th, 1791, and they say that " from the encouragement they have

already met with, they are determined to draw the lottery by the first

of May." There were 5000 tickets at two dollars each, and the prizes

subject to a deduction of 15 per cent.

The scheme was as follows :

is $1000

500

400

500

350

120

200

150

160

228

6392

1 prize of $1000

1
u n .500

2 prizes of 200

5 <i n 100

7 (i tt 50

4 *( n 30

10 a tt 20

15 tt tt 10

20 it tt 8

38 n tt 6

1598 n tt 4

1701 prizes

3299 blanks 177S900

5000 tickets at $2 each $10000

Subject to a deduction of fifteen per cent.*

Whether any of the applications made to the Assembly for lotter-

ies were ever denied, I am unable to say, at least I have not found any

record of such refusal. We know that many of the lotteries were unsuc-

cessful, and the attempt of Samuel Potter, of South Kingstown, as exec-

*The published records of Trinity Church are silent as to whether or not

this lottery was ever drawn.





utor of the last will and testament of Nicholas Easton, of Newport, to

dispose of a portion of Easton's estate by lottery proved a failure ; in

June, 1791, a lottery was granted by the Assembly for this purpose, and

after nearly three years of effort, Isaac Senter, Robert M. Auchmuty,
Rowland Brown, Henry Sherburne, andElisha R. Potter were, upon their

own application, discharged from their trust, as Managers, " having

endeavored," they said, " by all means in our power to dispose of the

tickets, but have not been able to effect it."

In January, 1795, the Assembly appointed thirty-six of the most

prominent citizens of Newport as Trustees of the Long Wharf, and

authorized them, or any eleven of them, to set forth a scheme to raise by

lottery the sum of $25,000 for rebuilding said wharf, and for building a

hotel, to receive the rents and profits of the same, and after deducting

charges and repairs, the surplus to be appropriated to the building and

support of one or more public schools, " for the use and benefit of the

children in the said Town in such manner as the said Trustees, or the

majority of them may direct and appoint."

Mesars. George Gibbs and George Chain plin were appointed man-

agers of the lottery, and on the 24th of March the following scheme

appeared in the Newport Mercury :

Scheme of Long Wharf Hotel and Public School Lottery.

Dollars

is $30,000

20,000

10,000

10,000

10,000

10,000

10,000

10,000

10,000

5,500

12,500

112,000

Prizes Dollars

1 of $30,000

1
<< 20,000

1 <« 10,000

2 «( 6,000

5 « 2,000

10 M 1,000

20 (( 500

50 (( 200

100 U 100

110 If 50

500 ii 25

11,200 << 10

12,000 $250,000

The prizes subject to a deduction of only Ten per cent.

The lottery was divided into 2,000 shares at $125 a share, and so

arranged that a share might draw as much as $72,000, it could not draw

l*SS than SG0, shares were further subdivided into twenty-seven tickets

at five dollars each.





The lottery was drawn in shares, and where the shares had been

divided, the tickets of such share were to be put into the wheel and

drawn, so as to ascertain to which of the tickets the prize or prizes

drawn by the share belonged.

" This lottery," so runs the advertisement of the managers, " being

calculated upon principles very advantageous to adventurers, and the

several objects it is to accomplish being of great public utility, it is pre-

sumed that it will receive such encouragement as that the drawing will

commence at an early period." The prizes were to be paid in thirty

days after the drawing, and those not demanded after twelve months

would be deemed as " generously given for the purposes of the lottery

and applied accordingly."

The Newport Mercury of May 5th (1795), gives the following item

in its news column ;

tl We learn that the Newport Long Wharf, Hotel

and Public School lottery, meets with a very liberal encouragement in

every part of the United States. The shares and tickets sent to Charles-

ton were immediately purchased, and are now selling there at a consid-

erable advance, and the sales already made at other places exceed the

most sanguine expectations." It continues, " the scheme of the Lottery

after the most critical examination hath been proved to give a fair and

equal chance to adventurers which, united with the great number of

capital prizes, and the smallness of the deduction renders the plan of it

approved."

In September, the managers announced that the drawings would

commence on the first Thursday of the January following (1796), at the

State House and urged that " those of this Town and vicinity who
intend becoming interested in the beneficial chances of this lottery, are

recommended to apply early, and purchase or engage the shares or

tickets they mean to take."

The lottery wras undoubtedly drawn at the time specified, but it is

evident that the shares and tickets wTere not all sold, as the committee

appointed to adjust the accounts of the managers of the lottery, reported

in March, 1798, that the proceeds in cash amounted to $6,576.17

and in notes deposited for collection, 5,973.97

$12,550.14

making but a little over $12,500, or about half of the amount intended

to be raised. As this sum proved insufficient to rebuild the wharf

itself, the Hotel was never built. In after years the surplus rents and

profits of the wharf were appropriated in the manner provided for in the

original act, and in 1863, a public school house was erected by the

Trustees of the Long Wharf, and dedicated with appropriate ceremo-

nies. Nearly twenty years later another schoolhouse was built from the
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"rents and profits," and presented to the city by the Trustees on the

30th of August, 1882.

In June, 1795, the Congregational United Society of Little Comp-
ton again came before the Assembly, saying that the lottery granted

them in 1786 had not been set up, as " they were discouraged by the

depression of the Bills of Credit emitted in that year from pursuing the

said lottery," relying, however, upon the belief that the Assembly would

continue the grant, they had proceeded to build the parsonage house,

which was the original object of the lottery, and prayed for a renewal of

the privilege to raise the sum of $600 to pay for it. Their petition was

granted. The lottery was advertised in the Newport Mercury, and took

place in two drawings and a list of the lucky numbers of the second

class appears in the issue of that paper of November 17th, 1795.

During this time abundant opportunities were given by our neigh-

bors " to every class of adventurers " to invest in lottery tickets. The

Mercury of Feb. 24th, 1795, publishes the scheme of the lottery of the

First Congregational Meeting House in Providence, with tickets 85 each,

for sale by Jacob Richardson, who, besides his duties as postmaster, was

a bookseller and dealer in these tickets. On March 3d of the same year,

the scheme of the Providence Street lottery was advertised, tickets S2

each, also for sale by Postmaster Richardson. In a later issue the man-

agers of the United Congregational Church lottery in Little Compton, to

which I have alluded, offered its scheme, " calculated," as they said,

in a manner to be very advantageous to the adventurers. It is evident

that, at this time, lottery tickets were considered an essential part of a

well-stocked family larder, and consequently to be had at most stores.

We find that Simeon Martin, a prominent merchant of his day, and a

deputy governor of the state, advertises in the Mercury of March 13,

1798, as follows : for sale, " Surinam Molasses, Old Windward Island

•Rum, St. Martin's Coarse Salt, Coffee by the Barrel, Cotton by the Bag;

and Tickets in the Rhode Island College Lottery."

Jan. 27th, 1799, the notice of the lottery for the benefit of Harvard

College appeared in the Mercury, with tickets for sale by J. Richardson,

who also advertised tickets in the Connecticut Manufactory, Hartford

Court House and Warren Church lotteries. In December of the same

year tickets oi the Philanthropic Lottery were for sale at the postoffice

at 3 dollars each. This lottery was granted by the Legislature of Ver-

mont " for the benefit of the unfortunate Mr. Hawkins," and was to be

drawn in Boston.

In March 11th, 1800, the Barrington Meeting House lottery, having

for its object "the Promotion of Religion and Morality, " advertised its
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^Tickets in the New Jersey College Lottery were sold here by William

Vernon, and his accounts show that he disposed of 110 tickets at five dollars

each, one of which drew a prize of §500.

12

tickets in the Mercury, hoping " for the Patronage of a generous Public";

and so these instances might be multiplied.*

In June, 1800, the First Congregational Society in Newport, still

under the pastoral care of Rev. Dr. Hopkins, obtained another grant

from the legislature for a lottery to raise the sum of ten thousand

dollars, to be set forth in as many classes as the managers might judge

most advantageous.

The scheme of the first class has been preserved, and consists of

3,000 tickets at one dollar each, 1001 prizes and the remainder blanks.

The prizes were subject to a deduction of 12J per cent. The man-
agers, James Cahoone, Billings Cogge3ha!l, John Landers, Ebenezer

Burrill, Jabez Denison, William S.N. Allen, Stephen Yates and Benja-

min Hammond, announced in their notice to the public, that M they

flattered themselves, as the Proceeds were for the Purposes of repairing

a public edifice, the sale of the Tickets would be so rapid as to enable

them to begin drawing this class in the first of September following."

Dated Newport, June 24th, 1800.

The lottery was drawn, but not as early as the managers antici-

pated, and a list of the fortunate numbers is found in the Newport

Mercury of December 2d of the same year (1800).

In February, 1803, St. John's Lodge, No. 1, in Newport, upon the

petition of the Master, Wardens and brethren, was granted a lottery to

raise the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars " to complete the payments

due towards the building of their lodge.'' Messrs. William Tew, James

Perry, Edward Easton, Jr., John Price, Jr., Clark Cook and William

Moore, Jr., were appointed managers, with full power of setting forth

the same in such scheme or schemes as they might think best.

The last of the churches in Newport to apply for a lottery was the

Methodist, the congregation having previously worshipped in the State

House. The Society commenced a church edifice in 1801, which was

dedicated, though still unfinished, in 1807. At the May session of the

Legislature of the same year, upon the petition of James Perry and

others, liberty was granted the Society to raise the sum of $S,000 by

lottery, and James Perry, Lloyd Beale, Benjamin Whitman, Joshua

Appleby, Joseph Boss, Jr., and William Moore, Jr., were appointed

managers, with full authority to set forth one or more schemes for that

purpose.

I have not seen the scheme as set forth, but it was on view at the

time at the auction room of Lopez & Dexter. The tickets were 5 dollars





each and the highest prize $10,000. The advertisement of the lottery

in the Newport Mercury of June 5th, 1807, said :
" It is hoped that

those who wish to encourage religion, laying aside the prospect of a

fortune, will call and purchase liberally." The following week another

advertisement appeared, saying, " Adventurers ! you have now a fine

chance to make your fortune. If you do not buy a ticket you will not

draw a prize. Tickets to be had of John C. Shaw, 3 Washington Square.
::

The next week the following announcement was made, M Nothing ven-

ture, nothing have, now is your time adventurers to try your good

fortune or lose only five dollars. You may gain Ten Thousand Dollars,

and cannot lose but five dollars on trial in- the Newport Methodist

Chapel Lottery."

Signed James Perry.

It is stated that this lottery was never drawn, and no money re-

ceived by the church from its efforts to raise funds in this manner.

In October, 1809, Benjamin Waite Case represented to the Legis-

lature
il that he had expended large sums of money and incurred heavy

responsibilities in searching for coal on the island of Khode Island, with

flattering appearances, that the fruits of his enterprise if persevered in

will be attended with much public utility ; and prayed for the grant

of a lottery for the purpose of affording him relief." His request was

granted, and he was authorized to raise the sum of $10,000, with Messrs.

John Main, William M. Allston, Horatio S. Dexter, Judge Henry Law-

ton, and Joseph Childs, Esq., or any three of them, as managers. In

February, 1812, a lottery was granted to the Aquidneck Coal Company,
to raise the sum of $30,000 by lottery, with William Crooke, Samuel

Malbone and Edward Martin as managers. The company were required

by the terms of their grant " to relinquish all right to the lottery
"

granted three years before to Benjamin Waite Case, which had been

assigned to the company, and which was to be given up to the state

before any scheme was to be issued for the new lottery. Permission

was also to be obtained from the Legislature of New York to sell tickets

in that state. The mines were opened, as we are all aware, and worked

intermittently for many years.

In June, 1811, William Pitt Sands and Nathaniel G. Sands, the

proprietors of that part of Block Island called the landing, showed to

the Assembly that they had in contemplation the erection of a stone

pier off said landing, so as to form a spacious and secure harbor for all

vessels not drawing more than twelve feet of water, and further repre-

sented that said harbor would be attended with very great advantages
to the inhabitants of the island and to the commerce of the country, and
prayed for a lottery to enable them to accomplish the proposed under-

taking. The petition was granted and the petitioners authorized M to
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9 prizes of

15 M

40 " "

300 "

$100

50
20
10

5

368 prizes

732 blanks

1100 tickets at $3 each

Subject to a deduction of 15 per cent.

14

is $900
M 200
« 300
U 400
(i 1500

$3300

raise the clear and neat sum of ten thousand dollars," by means of the

lottery. Messrs. William M. Allston, Josiah C. Shaw and William Pitt

Sands were appointed managers, upon giving bonds to the General

Treasurer in the sum of $40,000, "for the faithful discharge of their

trust."

The bridge connecting the island of Rhode Island with the main-

land at Howland's Ferry was first opened for crossing on Thursday,

Oct. 15th, 1795 ; it was washed away in the great gale of September,

1815, and in the October following the Rhode Island Bridge Co., under

whose auspices it had been originally built, and subsequently managed,

obtained a grant from the Assembly to raise the sum of $25,000 by a

lottery, the money so raised " to be expended in rebuilding the bridge

and rendering the same permanent "

It is more than likely that during these years, other lotteries were

set up in the state of which we have not any record, as it was especially

ordered by the Assembly in February, 1816, that the Attorney General

be directed to prosecute all offenders engaged in the sale of tickets of

lotteries unauthorized by law. In October, however, of the same year,

the act " to prevent the sale of tickets in such lotteries " and also " for

suppressing private lotteries," was repealed.

In May, 1823, the Rhode Island Union Society, a religious

society legally incorporated and established in Portsmouth, in the

county of Newport, set forth in a petition that they had erected a

meeting-house in said Portsmouth, on the catholic principle of accom-

modating all the denominations of Christians with the use thereof,

that their funds had become exhausted, and the building incomplete
;

that in its unfinished state it was unfit for the acccmmodation of a

meeting for public worship, and prayed for the grant of a lottery for

the pious purpose of completing said building ; their petition was

granted, and they were authorized to raise the sum of two thousand

dollars Peleg Almy, S. B. Cornell, Samuel Clarke, and Borden Slo-

cum were appointed managers. The scheme of the second class was

as follows :





In October, 1824, the town of Portsmouth petitioned the Assem-

bly for liberty to raise the sum of $1000, "to be appropriated to the

making of a road over the beach leading to Charity Bridge in said

town, and to the repairing of said bridge." It was granted and

Christopher Barker, Samuel Clark and Joseph Child were appointed

managers.

In October, 1806, Richard Stevens, John Bours, B. Hazard and

William Hunter, upon their petition, were authorized by the Assembly

to raise by lottery the sum of three thousand dollars u for the purpose

of enlarging the stock of books belonging to the Redwood Library at

Newport, and of repairing the library edifice;" the petitioners with the

addition of W. H. Vernon were appointed managers. This legisla-

tive grant, however, was never made available for the interests of the

library, and at the June session of the Assembly, 1825, another act

was passed which authorized the raising of the "sum of six thousand

dollars exclusive of incidental expenses, by a lottery of one or more

classes and in such scheme or schemes, as to the managers might

seem fit for the same purposes as were recited in the resolution of

1 806.° Christopher Fowler, Stephen T. Northam, David King, Will-

iam Ennis, and Christopher E. Robbins were appointed managers and

to give bonds to the General Treasurer in the sum of thirty thousand

dollars ; it was further provided that the scheme or schemes be set

forth within two years from the rising of the then session of the As-

sembly. In January following, the Directors of the Library

appointed a committee, consisting of Hon. William Hunter, Benjamin

Hazard, and C. E. Robbins, to report on the best means of carrying

the grant into effect; but the records do not show that this lottery

was ever set up and drawn.

The first grant of a lottery by the State for the benefit of the

public schools was made to the town of Newport. At this same (June)

session (1825), David King, Christopher Fowler, Dutee J. Pearce.

Charles Cotton, Richard K. Randolph, Solomon G. Weaver, Henry Y.

Cranston, George Tilley, and Stephen T. Northam, were appointed

Managers, to raise the sum of ten thousand dollars; they were required

to give bond in the sum of fifty thousand dollars, and to set forth

the schemes within two years.

In this same year, Peleg Bailey, Ezra Coe, Tillinghast Bailey, John
Bailey, Abraham Bailey and Lemuel Sisson petitioned the General

Assembly "for liberty to raise a sum of money sufficient to defray the

necessary expenses for erecting a wharf in Church's cove, Little

Compton, near Seaconnet Point : '' by means of a wharf, a safe and

convenient harbor, they said, will be formed for the protection and ac-

commodation of coasting vessels. The request was granted, and the
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Managers, Ezra Coe, Peleg Bailey, and Lemuel Sisson, were author-

ized to raise the sum of $2,000. This was the third application we
have had that came from Little Compton, to build a wharf and make
a harbor.

Naturally so many lotteries gave rise to much legislation upon

the subject and in February, 1822, it was enacted that a vender of

foreign lottery tickets should obtain a license from the town council of

the town in which he resided or transacted business, under penalty of

$200 for each and every offence. The price of the license was two

dollars, and was to be paid over by the town to the general treasurer.

From the latter part of 1825 until October, 1829, no new lotteries

were granted, but the people had full opportunity of investing in, and

trying their luck in the various schemes which were then before the

public. In May, 1826, an act was passed that the managers of each

and every lottery granted or authorized by the General Assembly,

since the first day of January, 1820, who had made or issued any

scheme under their respective grants, should report to the next session

of the Assembly the amounts they were respectively authorized by

law to raise; the amounts they have actually raised by their various

classes, the manner and terms upon which they had been disposed of,

and the persons to whom they had been sold ; the report was to be

sworn to, and a failure to comply with the requirements of the act, on

the part of the managers of any lottery, would make their grant null

and void, and in the mean tim^ no new schemes or classes of any lot-

tery were to be issued. On June 24th, of this same year, the Assem-

bly enacted that the grants of all lotteries, authorized before that date,

should be limited to, and expire on the first day of January, 1830. It

was also further enacted that the managers of each and every lottery

within the state, should pay into the General Treasury one per cent on

each and every class which should be drawn on, and after January 1st,

1827. This same act further provided that venders of foreign lottery

tickets also should pay into the General Treasury for the use of the

state, one per cent of the amount of the tickets sold by them. The

penalty of failure to comply with the terms of this act, was £1,000.

Thus the state endeavored to make the lottery business a source of

income, and in order to compel compliance, on the oOth of June, 1827,

an act was passed, authorizing the General Treasurer to issue his war-

rant of distress, directed to the sheriff of the county, against the man-

agers of any lottery who did not at the expiration of ten days from the

drawing of any class in any lottery in the state, pay the sum

made payable, into the General Treasury, by the act of June 24th,

1826. By an act of January ISth, 1S2S, venders of foreign lottery

tickets were further required to give bonds in the sum of 31.000, to
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make quarterly returns to the General Treasurer, under oath, of the

amount of tickets sold by them; they are also required to pay the sum

of one hundred dollars, as a license fee, to the use of the state By
an act passed January 20th, 1830, the managers of any lottery were

compelled to give bonds for the faithful execution of their trusts, and

to comply with all the acts of the Assembly in relation to lotteries.

It was also provided by this act that the Secretary of State should

superintend the drawings of the several classes of the lotteries, and

report the same to the General Treasurer. In this way the state was

better able to secure proper returns of the amounts due to the Treasury,

and possibly also to better protect the ticket holders against fraud.

James Stevens, of Newport, had been at much expense, so runs

the petition, in making actual surveys and collecting materials for an

accurate map of the State, and it being represented to the Assembly

"that the map could not be completed and published without some
aid being extendedto him, it was resolved in Oct. 1829, that a lottery

be granted to him to raise the sum of two thousand dollars in ten

classes, he agreeing to deposit with the Secretary of State one hundred

copies of the said map when completed. William Ennis, Jr., Stephen

Cahoone and Golden Dearth were appointed Managers. In Jan. of

the following year the act was amended, by increasing the number of

classes to twenty, and the General Treasurer was also to pay him

$1,000 upon his depositing one hundred "fair and perfect maps for the

use of the State.'' This map was published in Newport, by Mr.

Stevens, in 1832.

In May, 1830, the Assembly granted a lottery to the Artillery

Company of the Town of Newport to raise the sum of eight hundred

dollars "for the purpose of erecting a suitable Armory and place of

training for said Company." Peleg Clarke, Nicholas G. Boss and

Stephen A. Robinson were appointed managers. In May of the fol-

lowing year the act was amended so as to extend the time for drawing

the lottery until the 10th of September, 1832, and the managers were

empowered to dispose of the grant. The act further authorized the

raising of the sum of twelve hundred instead of eight hundred dollars,

subject to the same limitations and restrictions as the original grant.

Probably this lottery was not drawn, as the Assembly in June, 1833
f

in order "to encourage military exercises and improvement" again

authorized the Artillery Company "to raise money by a lottery"

Nicholas G. Boss and Stephen A. Robinson were appointed managers.

They, or their assigns, were authorized " to set forth such scheme or

schemes as they may think fit, not exceeding in all fifty-two classes."

The drawing was to take place under the superintendence of the

Secretary of State, as provided by the law of 1830, they were to give
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bonds to the General Treasurer in the sum of #50,000, and not more
than thirteen classes were to be drawn in any one quarter ; the grant

was to terminate on the 10th of September, 1834, and for the privilege

of. setting up the lottery they were to pay into the Treasury of the

State the sum of ten thousand dollars of the proceeds in four equal

quarterly installments. This was the last lottery granted relating

especially to Newport, and in fact grants of lotteries for private pur-

poses had substantially ceased at the close of the year 1830. From
that time, however, up to the year 1840 many lotteries were granted,

mostly to lottery brokers from other states who were required to pay

the state #10,000 for the privilege, for the benefit of the public schools.

The schemes, classes and manner of drawing, and the bonds required

to be given were, for the most part, the same as above mentioned in

the terms granted for the Newport Artillery Lottery.

History repeats itself : a little more than a hundred years before

(in 1732) lotteries had been denounced by the Assembly as tending

"to the great Hurt of Sundry Families,'' and after a little more than a

century of experience the same conclusion was again reached, as is

shown by the following emphatic resolution passed at the January

session of the Legislature in 1840 :

" Resolved, that the evils resulting to the citizens of this State

from the purchase of lottery tickets are such, that no lottery ought in

future to be granted by the Legislature of this State, and that such

laws ought to be passed as will most effectually prevent the sale of

foreign tickets in this State in future."

This resolution took a more permanent form two years later, and

was incorporated in the Constitution of 1842 which provided that all

lotteries, except those already authorized by the Legislature, were to

be prohibited, and this became part of the fundamental law of the

State.

The lotteries already authorized were not closed until 1S44, when

just one hundred years after the granting of the first lottery, this

demoralizing and pernicious system ceased to exist legally in Rhode

Island.
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SOCIETY NOTES

EDITORIAL

As was stated in the first num-

ber, this Bulletin is issued for free

distribution among members of the

Society to interest and enlighten

them, and citizens generally, upon

the past life of our city, as well as

to record the transactions of the

Society.

We, therefore, in this issue print

the remaining portion of Mr. Tomp
kins' paper upon " Newport Lotter-

ies," which contains much that is of

value relating to the history of the

town during the time of which it

treats.

Following upon this line of New-

port material we hope to print in

subsequent issues the valuable

paper of Hon. R. S. Franklin upon
" Old Newport Cemeteries.''

The editors desire and count

upon the support of the members
generally for interesting items suit-

able to appear in this publication.

Especially is it hoped that many
notes and short articles may be

ottered for insertion in the July

number, which it is intended shall

consist of such material, no long

paDer being published at that time.

MEETINGS

The regular quarterly meeting of

the Society was hold at the Soci-

ety's rooms during the evening of

February 26th. The President was

in the chair and read the second

part of his paper on " Newport Lot-

teries," which is published in this

issue. The Annual Meeting will

be held Tuesday, May 28.

MEMBERS

Since our last report the fol-

lowing new members have been

elected

:

Members elected February 13, 191

2

Sustaining member— Miss Sarah

C. Weaver.

Annual members—Mrs. William

J. Underwood, Mrs. M. J. Gale,

Mrs. John Stewart.

Associate members— Mrs. Her-

bert Marsh, Mrs. Albert Tetlow.

Miss Elizabeth Breese Smith, Miss

Nancy Brownell, Miss Ella H.

Brownell, Miss Edith E. Chase.

NECROLOGICAL

Since the issue of the last Bulle-

tin the Society has lost two of its

most prominent members, Mr.

James McKenzie Southwick and

Mr. William Watts Sherman, both

of whom died on the morning of

Jan. 22d, 191?, the former in New-

port, the latter in New York City.

Mr. Southwick was born in this

city Nov. 25th, 1S30, of an old New-

port family, and was a descendant

of Solomon Southwirk, who was a

noted printer in Newport and for
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many years publisher of the New-
port Mercury.

Mr. Southwick was a public-

spirited citizen and held many of-

fices of trust in the city and state.

He was deeply interested in histor-

ical matters and the work of this

Society, and served at different

times as its Vice President and as

a Director. He was especially

active in 1884 in raising funds to

acquire the Seventh Day Baptist

Church, one of the most interesting

and valuable of Newport's Colonial

buildings, for the home of the Soci-

ety, and at the last meeting of the

Society which he attended, Mr.

Southwick was earnest in his desire

of having an attempt made to liqui-

date its indebtedness. He remem-

bered the Society by a testamen-

tary bequest. The following reso-

lutions were passed by the Board :

In the death of James M. K.
Southwick, a former Vice Presi-

dent of the Newport Historical

Society, the Board of Directors feel

that we have sustained a great loss.

In the early history of the Society

he was a prominent factor, it being
largely by his efforts that the orig-

inal building, now used as a mu-
seum, was purchased and removed
to its present location. He con-

tributed by his labor and money
toward this object, and for many
years did all in his power to ad-

vance the interests of the Society.

Coming from a prominent New-
port ancestry, all matters connected
with his native city were dear to his

heart, and he was always foremost
in the preservation of its history.

For this reason he was particularly

anxious to advance the prosperity

of this Society. We shall always
remember his kindly deeds and

cherish his memory. Even in later

years, when the infirmities of ad-

vancing years weighed heavily upor.

him, he still sustained his interest

in all that made for the welfare of

the Society.

As a token of our appreciation
him as a former officer and active

member, we have placed this testi-

monial upon our records and caused

a copy to be sent to his widow.

Committee on Resolutions.

William S. Sherman,
George H. Richardson,
Robert S. Franklin.

Newport, R. I., January 24, 191 2.

William Watts Sherman was

born Aug. 14, 1842. He was for a

time a resident of New York city,

and after closing his business career

there, became a citizen of Newport,

and was interested in the civic and

social activities of his adopted city.

Of Colonial and Revolutionary an-

cestry he was naturally concerned

in Rhode Island and Newport his

tory, and soon after his removal

here became a member of our

Society, and was one of its most

liberal supporters and generous

friends. At the time of his death

he was a Director and its First Vice

President.

Upon learning of the decease of

Mr. Sherman, the Board passed the

following resolutions in his memory:

The Board of Directors of the
Newport Historical Society, in

special meeting assembled this day.

Wednesday, January 24, 1912,

realizing the great loss sustained by
the Society in the death of Will-

iam Watts Sherman. First Vice
President, desires to place on record

their appreciation of him as a man,
citizen and associate.
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Connected for many years offici-

ally with the Society, he has al-

ways manifested the deepest inter-

est in its welfare and prosperity, as

shown not. only by his sound advice

and wise suggestions relating to its

affairs, but in a more substantial

manner in his willing and liberal

financial assistance. He was a fre-

quent visitor to the rooms of the

Society until failing health pre-

vented the continuance of his ac-

tivity.

Mr. Sherman was much inter-

ested in Newport and Rhode Island

history and had made a considerable

collection of historical material.

It was Resolved: that these res-

olutions be entered upon the records

of the Society, and a copy be sent
to the family of Mr. Sherman.

Hamilton B. Tompkins,
Roderick Terry,
Robert S. Franklin.

Committee.

The Society was represented at

the funeral of Mr. Southwick, and
also at the interment of iMr. Sher-

man.

George Slesman Scott, born in

Chillicothe, Ohio, Jan. 25th, 1837,

died in New York City, March 2d,

1912. He was a well known sum-

mer resident, and a member of this

Society since 191 1.
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

PRESENTED AT

The Annual Meeting of the Society

MAY 28. 1912

To the Members of the Newport Historical Society :

As required by the By-Laws, I submit on behalf of the Directors

my report for the year ending May 28th, 1912. It has been a year

of more than usual activity in the life of the Society, and while we
have much cause for congratulation, yet we are again called upon to

mourn the loss of faithful and generous officers and members. In

our last report we were obliged to record the demise of our devoted

Librarian, R. H. Tilley,and this year by the death ot James McKenzie
Southwick and William Watts Shennan the institution lost two of

its earnest and liberal supporters, both of whom served the Society

as Directors and Vice Presidents ; appropriate resolutions were

passed by the Board upon learning of their decease, which were pub-

lished in the daily papers, and also in the Bulletin ; besides the above

our mortuary roll includes the names of Mrs. Paul Dahlgren, Mrs. S.

W. Tifft, Wm. Rogers Morgan, M. B. Slocum and Mr. George S. Scott.

One of the most notable events of the year has been the issuing

of a Bulletin by the Society, designed as stated in the introduction to

the first number to meet " the demand for a publication dealing with

events in the history of Newport, and a modest effort to instruct our

citizens and to enlighten them upon the past life of our city, as well





as to record the transactions of our Society." The publication wars

made possible through the generosity of one of our members, who
kindly offered to finance it for a year. The first number appeared

in January, the second in April, and the July and October numbers

will follow in due course. The publication has been well received

by our members, and kindred organizations ; and it is to be hoped

that its appearance may be continued, by contributions from our

members in material as well as funds.

We have been able to have a paper read at three of our meetings

during the past year. On the evening of November 20th, 1911, I

read the first part of an account of Newport County Lotteries, and on

the evening of December 18th, 1911, our Secretary, Hon. Robert S.

Franklin, read the first part of an interesting paper on Early Newport

Cemeteries, and on February 26th, 1912, the concluding portion of

the paper on Lotteries was read, both parts of which have been printed

in the Bulletin. The remaining portion of Mr. Franklin's paper

is promised during the coming year and it is expected that it will

sooner or later find its place in our publication.

On the 22d, 23d and 24th of August last an interesting loan col-

lection of historical relics was held in the Society's rooms, an account

of which appeared in the Bulletin for January.

Our rooms still form a convenient place for other organizations

to hold their meetings, and are always welcome. They have been

used during the past year by the Daughters of the American Revo-

lution, the General Nathaniel Greene Memorial Association and the

Newport Improvement Association.

The report of the Librarian gives the details relating to the addi-

tions to the Library and Museum.

The report of the Treasurer contains the receipts and expendi-

tures for the past twelve months. Our funded debt remains the same
as a year ago, $5,900, and our invested funds amount to $6,622.76.

Our floating debt of $500 has been reduced one hundred. We have

been able to meet the running expenses of the Society owing to the

liberality of William Watts Sherman, Daniel B Fearing and Rod-

erick Terry, who kindly offered to make up any deficiency until the

close of our financial year. Unless generous friends come again to

the front or our membership largely increases, we may be obliged to

curtail our expenses and run the Society within its limited means, as

it is a provision of our By-Laws that " the Directors are not author-

ized to incur any expenditures beyond its regular income."





The balance of the legacy of the late Philander Shaw of Brook-

lyn has been paid and the money used for current needs. Mr. South-

wick remembered the Society in his will, but his- legacy will not be-

come available until after the decease of his widow.

Our membership, although larger than last year, is still below

what it should be in a city of this size, and replete as it is with his-

toric associations. A special appeal was made for new members in

October last, but it did not meet with the hearty response which we
believed we had a right to expect. It would appear as if something

was due by the community to our institution. I doubt if any one

seriously questions its desirability and civic necessity, and it seems

as if the citizens owed it to themselves to consider its wants and needs

and its value to the public, and would, by becoming members, and

by contributing their annual dues give it a reasonable financial sup-

port. Our Society has made great gains since its small beginnings,

and its material is becoming more and more valuable each year. We
believe it is an agency of great usefulness in our midst, and our col-

lections supplement in a measure the work of the schools in aiding

the scholars in the study of Newport and Rhode Island history. As

I have insinuated above, it is hardly necessary to argue the question

of the need of local historical accumulations, the only point is how
to make them adequate and effective, and we believe the direct bene-

fits of such an institution as this, as has been said in a previous re-

port, is very large, and it is the aim of our organization, as far as our

resources will permit, to aid those seeking information in local his-

tory and genealogy, and in this higher sense the Society appeals for

confidence and support.

We have received during the past year some of the memorials

relating to that heroic woman, Mrs. Wilson, known the world over

as Ida Lewis, and that there should have been an institution such as

ours to receive and care for them, and where they can be readily

accessible to visitors, is of itself a proof of the value of the Society.

The Rhode Island Citizens Historical Association cordially in-

vited the President and members of this Society to be present at the

celebration of Founders' Day in Providence on the 9th of June, last

it being the 275th Anniversary of the founding of that city.

I appreciate the honor you have conferred upon me for the past

years, but as I annouuoed last year, I am not a candidate for re-elec-

tion to the position I now hold and I bespeak for my successor, on

the part of the Board and members of the Society, the same loyal

support which has been given to me.

Respectfully submitted,

HAMILTON B. TOMPKINS, President.





REPORT OF THE TREASURER
William S. Sherman, Treasurer, in account with the Newport His-

torical Society, from May 30, 1911, to May 28, 1912.

DR.
1911

May 30 To Balance from former account, $83 12

To Amount received from Annual dues, 219 00
<< k " " Associate dues, 27 00
ii it " " Sustaining members, 250 00
1 14 44 State of R. I., 500 00
1 14 " " Interest on funds, 100 98
II 1 44 " Museum fees,, 10 25
1 14 44

Gifts, 728 00
1 II 44 4f Philander Shaw bequest, 149 61
1 14 44 44 Loan exhibition, 119 70

** * 44 Tea, 56 00

$2,243 66

CR.

By Amount paid Estate R. H. Tilley, $100 00
ii 4 Edith May Tilley, 1,000 00
*l i 4 Margaret Bloomfield, 120 00
li 4 4 Janitor, 416 00
II 4 for Gas, 88
it 4 44 Fuel, 69 75
ii 4 44 Water, 11 00
ii 4 44 Insurance. 20 00
tt 4 44

Office Supplies, 40 45
it 4 44

Bills, 113 48
tt 44 Interest, 309 00
ii 4 44 Telephone, 25 84
14 Balance on deposit, National Exchange Barik, 26 79

$2,243 66

DAVID KING BOOK FUND

DR.

To Balance from former account, $43 23
" Dividends from Island Savings Bank, 80 00
44 Interest from Newport Historical Society, 100 00 $223 23

$2,466 89

CR.

By Amount paid for books, $207 44
44 Balan ce on (leposit in National Exchange Bank 15 79 $223 23

$2,466 89





MEMORANDUM OF FUNDS

LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND

Deposited in Savings Bank of Newport,
" Industrial Trust Co.,

Four shares Newport National Bank,

CHARLES H. RUSSELL BEQUEST

Deposited in Savings Bank of Newport,

DAVID KING BOOK FUND

Deposited in Island Savings Bank,

Note of Newport Historical Society,

INDEBTEDNESS
Mortgage note Newport Trust Co.,

Note of David King Book Fund,

Note National Exchange Bank,

Note Newport Trust Co.,

Estate of R. Hammett Tilley,

$572 76

650 00

400 00 $1,622 76

$1,000 00 $1,000 00

$2,000 00

2,000 00 $4,000 00

$6,622 76

$2,300 00

2,000 00

1,400 00

200 00

400 00

$6,300 00

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM S. SHERMAN,
Treasurer.

The above accounts examined and found correct,

ROBERT S. FRANKLIN,
JONAS BERGNER,

Auditors.

Newport, R. I., June 1912.

CONTRIBUTORS TO THE GENERAL FUND DURING THE YEAR

William Watts Sherman
Dr. Roderick Terry
Hon. Daniel B. Fearing

Miss Mary E. Powel
Mr. Joseph P. Mumford
Prof. Raphael Pumpelly
Mrs. Harold Brown
Mrs. Henry Wharton
Mr. Reginald C. Vanderbilt

Miss Ellen F. Mason
Mr. William Gammell
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Auchincloss

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Swan
Mrs. Benjamin R. Smith
Mr. Theodore Phjnney

Mr. George Gordon King
Mrs. Theodore K. Gibbs

Col. C. L. F. Robinson

Mr. Hamilton B. Tompkins
Miss Carrie A. Dring
Miss Georgianna G. King
Mrs. William Woodward, Sr.

Miss Martha Codman
Mr. T. Suffern Tailer

Mrs. William Watts Sherman
Mr. Alfred G. Vanderbilt

Mrs. E. J. Berwind

Mr. John Thompson Spencer

Mr. Arthur Curtiss James
Mrs. Charles M. Bull





REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN

Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society, May 28, 1912.

To the Officers and Members of the Newport Historical So-

ciety :

The past year has been one of progress in every department in

charge of the Librarian.

Three hundred and thirty-nine books and pamphlets have been

acquired, by gift and by purchase from the book fund. It has been

the endeavor of the Book Committee and Librarian to obtain books

relating first to Rhode Island, and then to Massachusetts and Con-

necticut, our nearest neighbors. In this way, much valuable mate-

rial pertaining to the history of this State is now in our library,

and constantly in use.

The Museum has been visited by more than the usual number

of people, who have expressed great interest in the collections, while

there has never been a year during which more members have taken

advantage of their privileges in the Society.

There has been an increase in the number of donations, a nota-

ble gift being the " Rescue," a row boat presented to Ida Lewis in

1869, by Newport citizens, and given to this Society according to her

expressed desire. With this came also her portrait, and a framed

pennant, which was one of her many trophies.

Several portraits have been added : among them Hon. James

Atkinson; William Bailey of Middletown ; Nathaniel H. Langley

and wife ; and the McGregor family, an interesting group.

For the increase in our newspaper files, the Society is indebted

to the several publishers in Newport: to the Hon. John P. Sanborn

for the weekly gift of the Mercury ; to the Herald Publishing Co.,

for the daily issue of the paper, also for two bound volumes at the

end of the year ; and to Mr. T. T. Pitman for the loan of bound vol-

umes of the Daily News and Weekly Journal. From Miss Clara

Newton and Mrs. Henry Bull, a number of early issues of the Mer-

cury have been received.
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Several valuable deposits have been made, notably a marble

bust of George Washington, owned by Mr. Amory Austin, and be-

lieved by him to be an original Houdon. This bust was in our

Museum from 1896 to 1900, and was much admired.

Our manuscripts are almost daily increasing, and assistance is

sorely needed in classifying and indexing. Will not some member
of the Society volunteer to help in this work ? As the librarian is

constantly called upon to give information to visitors, there is no

time that can be quite free from interruption, and none therefore that

can be spent upon the many packages of manuscripts, which ought

to be made available. There is much necessary clerical work for the

one assistant, and beyond this nothing can be done, although the

working hours of both the librarian and her assistant are many more

than those during which the building is open to the public. Much
assistance has been voluntarily given, in addressing envelopes, etc.,

by small children whose interest far exceeds their years, and to these

little helpers the Society's thanks are due. The children are our

future members, and any signs of interest ought to be encouraged.

Saturday mornings, especially during the winter, they visit the Mu-

seum in large numbers and several teachers beside those of the High

School bring their pupils to see the historical collections which help

to illustrate their courses of study. The library, too, is constantly

used in composition and history work, and whenever a subject is an-

nounced, our reference books relating to it are placed at the disposal

of the class.

Through the kindness of Rev. Roderick Terry, Hon. George Pea-

body Wetmore and Hon. Daniel B. Fearing, work has been com-

menced on a card catalogue for the library. Eleven sections of books

have been labelled, and four have been indexed. Much work has

been done, too, on the general reference index, to which the librarian

devotes every spare moment, and there are now more than twelve

thousand references indexed and available for use. Gifts of money
from Mrs. C L. F. Robinson, and Mr. Joseph P. Mumford enabled

the librarian to buy cards and employ a little extra assistance for a

short time.

The matter of obtaining financial aid for the Society has this

year been left almost entirely to the librarian, and while a little out

of the usual line of library work, it has been undertaken with a small

degree of success, #288 having been received and given to the treas-

urer. Personal appeals were sent to a number of members of the

Society, stating the amount which would enable us to meet expenses,

and asking that a small sum be pledged for three years.
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In reply, the following sums were promised for three years :

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Auchinclos3 $25
Com. Arthur Curtiss James 10
Col. C. L. F. Robinson 10
Mrs. VVm. Watts Sherman 25
Mrs. Edward J. Berwind 25
Miss Martha C. Codman 10
Mrs. William Woodward, Sr. 10
Mrs. Samuel Huntington 10
Mr. T. Suffern Tailer 10

$135

The responses were so generous and kind that it seems quite

certain that if all the members could realize just what our needs are,

and how little we really are asking for, there would be no difficulty

in obtaining the requisite amounts. But the librarian cannot reach

everybody, nor can much of the time be spent in this way, and she

therefore renews the recommendation made at almost every meeting,

that a committee be appointed (outside the office) to personally see the

members and explain our needs. From past experience, it is un-

doubtedly true that personal effort alone counts, and nothing can be

accomplished without it. Since this subject is under consideration

perhaps a word of explanation as to the finances of the Society will

not be out of order. You receive five hundred dollars annually from

the State of Rhode Island
;
you have now thirty-four members who

pay $10 annually ; 141 paying $2 ; 39 paying $1. This gives you 5661

in dues. You receive $100.98 in dividends and about $12 in museum
fees. All this gives you a total of $1274, in round numbers. For

next year you have already promised, from Mr. Tompkins, $o0, and

from Mr. Reginald Vanderbilt $25. This, with S135 pledged to the

librarian, makes your assured income for the coming year certainly

$1484. Last year it was decided that no librarian could be elected

at the annual meeting, on account of the lack of funds Since then,

surely it must be noted how much progress has been made, for the

required amount is of course more than covered. The additional ex-

penses can be met by only a few more hundred dollars, which ought

easily to be raised if each member will help. Last summer a loan

exhibition was held, which netted $124.70, and recently as the result

of a tea $56.11 were added to the treasury. Should another exhibi-

tion be given this summer there is no doubt that a much larger sum
could be raised than at our initial undertaking

Most of all we need new members. All we have gained this

year have joined on account of personal effort on the part of a very
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£480
250
480
124 70
149 61

56 00
10 25

iew. Will not every one try to secure a new member for the coming

year, and so double our membership.

The librarian has received and turned into the treasury the fol-

lowing sums

:

Dues
Life Memberships
Gifts

Loan Exhibition v

Philander Shaw Estate

Tea
Museum Fees

Total $1550 56

The following members have given toward the expenses of the

past year personally and not through the treasury :

For cards and assistance in indexing
Mrs. C. L. F. Robinson $25
Mr. Job Peckham 2

For index cabinets, cards and 100 hours cataloguing
Library 25c. per hour
Hon. George Peabody Wetmore . 50

For cataloguing library, 200 hours, 25c.

Rev. Roderick Terry - 50
For shade curtains

Mrs Birckhead 10
For shade curtains

Dr. Edwin P. Robinson 5
For salary of clerk May, 1911, to May, 1912

Edith May Tilley . 132
For extra clerical assistance

Edith May Tilley 4

An important work of the Society is to furnish information upon

all sorts of historical subjects to those who call for it. The number
of searchers increases each year, and it is the desire of your librarian

to be as useful as possible and to make all sources of information

accessible to the large public demanding it. 275 letters have been

written during the last year, and the following recent communica-

tion is quoted as being a good example of the daily mail.

" I write to ask your kind assistance in the verification of a few

historical references in an article which is to make a chapter in a

forthcoming book.

Are the announcements of the election of Rhode Island govern-

ors made today from the balcony of the Old State House, or from the

City Hall ? Both statements have been made to me.

Does the Historical Society now occupy the building of the old
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Seventh Day Baptist Church, erected in 1729 ? And did the Rev.

John Callender preach in that church the sermon which has been

called the lirst history of Rhode Island ?

Are the headquarters of General Prescott still to be seen and are

they at the corner of Spring and Pelham streets ?

Is the old Robinson House—with which is associated the story

of three Quaker belles—still standing in Washington street ? I

searched and think I saw it, but did not find any one to tell me posi-

tively.

Facing upon the little square in Marlborough street I saw what

I took to be the Nichols house, once the White Horse Tavern—is thi3

correct ?

My memory does not tell me if the old clock is still in the tower

of Trinity Church—the clock given by Jahleel Brenton.

Let me thank you in advance for any aid you give me. My
proofs are now in my hands making it necessary for me to get the

facts at once."

It is a pleasure also to report that all letters are answered up to

date.

In concluding this report of the past year's successes and fail-

ures the question in the mind of the librarian is this : Do you want

to cut down expenses, thereby giving less care to your collections and

the buildings containing them, and limiting the sphere of your work

and influence or will you make an especial effort to care lor your val-

uable possessions, so greatly appreciated by visitors, not only from

our own State but from all over the country, ever increasing your

usefulness and extending your influence ? The answer to this ques-

tion rests with each individual member of the Society.

The donors of gifts to our collections during the past year are as

follows

:

TO THE LIBRARY

J. Harry Bongartz

William H. Crandall

Andrew Carnegie

A. B. Daniell and Sons

Dr. Henry Ecroyd

Hon. Daniel B. Fearing

George W. Foot

Mrs. Harriette Forbes

Frederick T. Gates

Hornblower & Weeks

George C. Winship

American Jewish Historical So-

ciety

Brown University

City of Newport

Civic League Society

Clark College

Congressional Library

Department of Education in R. I.

Historical Society of Pennsylvania
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Mrs. Eba Anderson Lawton

Mrs. Thomas A. Lawton

Children of William Thompson

Lusk, M. D.

Albert Mathews

Mrs. Alexander McGregor

Miss Mary E. Powel

George H. Richardson

Sidney S. Rider

Miss Maud L. Stevens

Mrs. Harriet L. Stevens

Dr. Horatio R. Storer

James McK. Southwick (de-

ceased)

Mrs. Albert H. Tetlow

Miss Edith May Tilley

Slason Thompson
William G. Turner

Hamilton B. Tompkins
William Arthur Wing

Kingston College

Long Island Historical Society

National Association for the Ad-

vancement of Colored People

New Bedford Public Library

New Haven Colony Historical

Society

New York Sons of Revolution

Philip Livingston Society Sons

of Revolution

Rhode Island Historical Society

Rhode Island Library Association

School Department of Newport

State of Rhode Island

Society of New England Antiqui-

ties

Town of Middletown

U. S Government

Yale University Library

DONORS OF RELICS AND MANUSCRIPTS

The Misses Atkinson

Miss Bailey

Jonas Bergner

Zacheus Chase

Miss Annie Cooke Cushing

Galen Davis

Dr. Henry Ecroyd

Mrs. Charles B. Hillhouse

William Dehon King
Estate of Ida Lewis

Louis L. Lorillard .

Samuel W. Marsh

Mrs. Henry G. MacKaye

Mrs. Alexander McGregor

Mrs. John Mustard

Miss M. B. Nichols

T. T. Pitman

Miss Mary E. Powel

Estate of Mrs. William B. Rogers

Henry C. Stevens

Mrs. Nicholas Underwood

Wm. Arthur Wing

Respectfully submitted,

EDITH MAY TILLEY,
Librarian.
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ADDRESS BY MR. MORIARTY
At the annual meeting a most interesting address was delivered

by Mr. G. Andrews Moriarty upon "The Tory in New England."

As Mr. Moriarty spoke entirely without notes we could obtain no

complete manuscript of the address. The following synopsis is taken

from the Daily News of the next day: " His subject, ' The Tory

in New England,' he had selected because he believed the Tories had

never quite had justice. After 140 years partisan feeling should have

died, and we should look at the situation from both sides, with a

calm view. Mr. Moriarty went on in a most interesting manner,

taking up the rise of the Tory party, its final development during the

Revolution, what sort of people composed it at that time, and con-

cluding by showing that the Tory party continues to exist up to the

present time.

" The Tories generally settled in the seaport towns. They were

artisans, tradesmen and merchants, who came over here to ply the

trades. Most of them belonged to the Church of England. In 16G0

they had become so numerous that they were a menace to the mag-

istrates. All they needed to bring their party to a head was a leader,

and he came in Randolph. The Tory party then stood for progress

and religious liberty. It became a party of the educated, the wealthy

and the refined, as was natural. Mr. Moriarty spoke of some of the

methods employed by the mob, representing the sons of liberty in

"and about Boston during the Revolutionary period, to convert men
to the cause. He told of the work of Thomas Hutchinson, whose

idea was to have our relations with England the same as exist

between England and Canada. Hutchinson was an able man. by

nature judicious and calm. There was another man, an expo-

nent of the other side, who was a very different sort—Samuel Adams.

He might be described as a mixture of Abraham Lincoln. William

Jennings Bryan and William Randolph Hearst. Adams has cone

down in history as one of the greatest men who ever lived; he had a

certain sturdy democracy about him. Hutchinson has been almost

forgotten. Whenever we think of the Tory party, it is well to think

of Thomas Hutchinson—a man who dearly loved New England.

"Mr. Moriarty said the popular conception of the Revolution is

that it was caused by the question of taxation without representation.
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This is an error. The real question was whether Frenchmen or English-

men should rule this country, and it was decided in favor of the latter.

The speaker then explained briefly that the real grievance of the Amer-

ican merchants and tradesmen was the extraordinary and oppressive navi-

gation laws imposed by England ; to be sure, it came under the question

of taxation without representation, but there was the other reason behind

it"

At the close of the address, on motion of Dr. Roderick Terry, Mr-

Moriarty was accorded a vote of thanks.

SOCIETY NOTES

EDITORIAL ,

In this the third number of our

Bulletin we give the various reports

for the past year, showing the gen-

eral condition of the Society. The
reports of the President and Libra-

rian both dwell upon the impor-

tance and necessity of an increase in

our membership.

We add some items concerning

our Collections, and a few extracts

from our Historical Manuscripts
as well as Society Notes.

The Curator of Coins and Medals
has contributed to this number an
article upon our possessions in this

department. Few of our members
are aware of the interesting charac-
ter of our collection.

COINS

The Coin Department exhibits

*l>ecimens of various countries from
ancient times to the present and
brief mention will be made of a few
of the most interesting.

Many centuries B. C. the idea was
conceived that a token might be
used which would represent some

article of trade or value whereby

trade would be greatly convenienced

and the real and more bulky com-

modity need not change hands.

This led to the issue of tokens in

the shape of swords, knives, arrow

and spear-heads, fish-hooks, etc. In

the Society's collection No. 1147-48-

49 may be seen some of these early

tokens, the knife-money of China,

the first invention of which dates

from 650 B. C These pieces form

part of a large collection of interest-

ing coins presented to the Society at

different times by the Hon. Daniel

B. Fearing. A curious coin from

the same donor but much later date

is No. 1240—Bullet money (silver)

of Siam.

A few coins are exhibited of vari-

ous Greek cities, dating from the

third century B. C.

Of the time of the Roman Repub-

lic we have a specimen of the As

(bronze) the unit of value, of reduced

weight about two ounces, 2S6 B. 0.

The earliest specimens weighing 12

ounces were discontinued as too

bulky. No. 672 is an ancient Jew-
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ish coin, one of the so-called "widow's

mite " struck during the reign of

Augustus, under the Procurator Ru-

fus. On the obverse is an ear of

corn, on the reverse a palm tree with

the inscription and date.

Sweden was greatly impoverished

with wars during the reign of Charles

XII, and to meet the deficiency the

Prime Minister, Baron Goertz, issued

from 1715 to 1719 dalers of copper

to pass at silver value. Finally a

niece appeared bearing the head of

the Baron himself, which closed his

career. He was executed for trea-

son and the issue of these debased

coins ceased. The coin cabinet con-

tains specimens of these dalers Nos.

655 to 663.

The same country issued in sev-

eral reigns the plate-money of bronze

in different sizes and values. The
specimen in our collection was pre-

sented by Mr. Louis L. Lorillard.

It measures 10 x 9 inches and is a 4

daler piece issued by Frederick I of

Sweden. In each corner is stamped

"F. R. S., 1725." In the centre

"4 DALER, Sitf Mynt," and two

arrows crossed.

England in 1797 issued an im#

mense copper coin, a two-penny

piece weighing two ounces—obverse

bust of George III, reverse Britan-

nia seated—see 636.

The first coins minted on the con-

tinent of America were the shillings

issued at Boston, Mass., in 1652.

The first were extremely plain, on
cne side simply the letters N. E.

(New England), and on the reverse

the value XII. Later the design

was more elaborate having a tree on

the obverse with the inscription

* MASATHVSETS IN " and on the

reverse " NEW ENGLAND AN
DOM " with the date and value in

the centre, " 1652 XII," (Massachu-

setts in New England Anno Domini

1652 twelve pence). No. 619 is a

specimen of one of these shillings,

with an oak tree on the obverse.

This particular piece was foun<l

while excavating here in Newport.

A strange fact about these usually

called pine-tree shillings is that they

were issued for over thirty years,

each bearing the date 1652. The

mint was closed by order of Charles

II, in 1685.

Nos. 47, 48 are cents also issued

by Massachusetts in 1787, obverse,

an Indian standing holding a bow

and arrow ; reverse, an American

eagle.

Other states also issued a copper

currency at the same period and

colonial cents of the following may

be seen in the Society's collection.

Connecticut, New Jersey,Vermont,

Virginia, George Washington, Rosa

Americana, Nova Constellatio, Fugio

cent, etc.

No. 45 is an example of the first

issue of a coin by the United State-

Government ; up to this time, 17S7,

the colonies or private individuals

had minted on their own account.

This piece is a cent ; obverse, a sun-

dial with the sun above; around.

"Fugio 1787"— below, "MIND
YOUR BUSINESS" (a saying of

Benjamin Franklin's). On the re-

verse thirteen rings—representing
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each state ; in the centre, " UNITED
STATES—WE ARE ONE."

In 1793 began the issue of the

well known large national copper

cents. Each year has' its represen-

tative in the collection.

Edwin P. Robinson,

Curator.

SOME manuscripts

In connection with the articles

printed in previous numbers of the

Bulletin upon " Lotteries in New-
port," the following copy of a letter

written by a slave, transcribed for

us by Mr. G. H. Richardson, is of

interest.

Newport, Aug. 10, 1793.

Sir : I have been confined by
sickness in bed, in one of the upper-
most rooms, however I hope my
good luck will still remain in Lot-

teries, I pray Mr. Richardson, to

choose a Prize Ticket in the present
Lottery, called " The Federal City,

excepting the prize of the Superb
Hotel, with Baths, Out, &c, &c, to

cost 50,000 dollars. But any one
of the 8 next Prizes, I should be
very glad to share a part of one.
The Great Prize Superb Hotel, &c,
*tc.,is a great mystery to my shal-
low capacity, The fortunate num-
ber. The keys of the Hotel when
complete will be delivered to the for-

tunate Possessor of the Ticket drawn
against its number. It appears to
me that the Hotel will not be com-
plete in a less time than 7 years.
Perhaps before the expiration of that
Period, I may be no more and near-
ly forgotten. The plan of the Llotel

Prize appears to me very difficult.

Pray favour me with 2 dollars worth
°r proportionate part of the Prize,

*vith your self, which I hope we
*uay be entitled to, &c, for mortali-

ty's sake write something from un-
der your hand, that may entitle me
to the amount of 2 dollars' worth to
satisfy your Executors or Adminis-
trators if you should do otherwise
than well, also let me have an Exact
Copy of the Ticket, that I shall be a
part owner of. Pray set down the
Number of the Ticket in figures very
plain together with the Directors
name. From Sir, your much afflict-

ed and greatly obliged humble ser-

vant.

Cjesar Lyndon.

Jacob Richardson, Esq.

The following is a copy of an in-

teresting manuscript in our posses-

sion:
(In individual handwritings.)

We, the Subscribers, Citizens and

Inhabitants arid Residents of the

Town of Newport Do hereby Asso-

ciate and Agree with each other that

We wall to the utmost of Our Power

and Ability Assist in the Defence of

said Town against the King of Great

Britain his Fleets and Armvs in such

a way and manner as we shall be

called upon by the Commander in

Cheif within the Department and

that We wall submit Ourselves to

such Orders as We shall receive

from said Commander in Cheif and

such other Officers as shall be ap-

pointed to Command us.

In Witness whereof We have

hereunto Subscribed our names this

26th July, A. D. 17S0, and in the

fifth year of the Independence of

the United States of America.

Christopher Ellen-

No gun, John Westgate

No gun, Moses Levy
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No gun, William Belcher

No gun, Robert Dunbar
No gun, Wm. W. Stevens

I. Senter

No gun, Samuel Sweet
2 guns, James Phillips

No gun, Draper Toman
No gun, John Rogers

No gun, Brenton Perkins

No gun, Henry Mumford
No gun, W. N. Greenman
No gun, Green Burroughs
No gun, William Langley
No gun, Peleg Wood
1 gun, Elisha Durfee

No gun, J. W. Tweedy
No gun, Paul Clarke

1 gun, C. Coggeshall

No gun, Wm. Redwood
W. Channing
John Tweedy

1 gun, Samuel G. Fowler
Wanting 1 gun, Walter Channing
Leb. Story, no gun
2 guns, John Wanton
No gun, Jacob Richardson
Nicholas P. Tillinghast, 1 gun
Sam. Vernon, Gent.

Saml. Vernon, Jun.
No gun, Benj. Almy
No gun, Benj Almy, Jun.

1 gun, 1 b., Benj. Mumford
his

No gun, Job -f- Phillips

mark
Barnard Muchamor

No gun, Lathan Clarke

Gid. Sisson

James Sisson

Gideon Sisson, Jun.

Christ. Ellery for G. Champ.
Fra. Brinley

George Wanton
Thos. Melville

Saml. Freebody
J. Bours
George Hunt
Benjamin Wright
Jno. Handy

Pardon Tillinghast, 79 yrs.

ofage

Thomas Arnold
William Downing
Benjamin Ellery

Saml. Fowler
George Hazard
Benj. Sayer
Caleb Carr

Chris. Champlin
Thos. Freebody
Moses Seixas

John Easton
Robt. Stevens

James Wanton
Jno. Halliburton, Signed

as a Surgeon and to

give every Assistance

in his Power in the

Line of his Profession

Edward Brown

(On the back in one handwriting.)

Jonathan Wilson wants Time to

Consider, hath no guns.

Samuel Wilcox, 3 guns.

Henry Potter wants Time to Con-

sider, hath no guns.

Samuel Greleas, 67 years old.

Stephen Ayrault cannot sign, is

upward 70, 1 gun.

Saml. Freebody wants time to

I consider, no guns.
^ James Allen says is not able to

Defend, 1 gun.

Christ. Champlin is not able to

perform the Duty of a Common Sol-

dier.

Geo. Gibbs is not Determin'd

whether to sign or not, no gun.

Josias Arnold will not sign any
Paper.

Gould Marsh, principled against

bearing Arms.
Giles Hosier says he is a Friend

and principled against Fighting.

George Lawton is principled agt.

fighting

Valentine Whitman says he is not

able to fight.
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James Clarke will not sign his

Name.

Thos. Freebody says he has signed

a Paper before.

Wm. Gardner says he don't chuse

to sign.
(

<

John Bowen says he will be up in

the morning.
Thos. Weaver Declines signing or

fighting, has a Son able to bear Arms

An unsigned paper found among

a box of manuscripts from the

Gould estate.

A JOURNEY TO PROVIDENCE

9th mo. 11th, 1785. Embarqued
in a Packet for Providence Cahoone
Master. Got under Way at 11 A.
M., aBreast the south end of Pru-
dence at 1 P. M , abreast the N end
of Prudence Come on a small shower
of Rain took in the Top sail ^ past

1 almost becalmed set the topsail

again f past 1 the wind took us a
Head took in Topsail the wind fresh-

ening to good gale £ past 2 abreast
Kinniquid point abreast of Pawtuxet
at 4 Ran aground about 7 On which
most of the passengers went in the
Small boat for Providence before the
Boat returned Floated again and ran
up within half a mile of the Town
to which I was carried in the small
Boat where not finding my Uncle
Brown Lodged with David Anthony
Kxpended for passage and refresh-
ment 3/6.

^
The 12th. Up early found my

lTncle and breakfasted with him.
Waited on Secretary Ward he being
unwell after much walking and
some difficulty found his clerk with
whom searched the old Records for
several Hours did not succeed about
mid Day took a View of the Colledge
(a Superb Edifice) and Several other
Public Buildings Providence lacketh
but Little Else but a good Scituation

and Regular streets to render it

Beautiful the Houses being generally
Showy and most of them well Built.

Dined at Uncle Brown's amused
afternoon with Divers acquaintance
in evening discovered a mistake in

Z. C. affairs amounting to fifty odd
pounds Lawfull money (which pre-

vented me of some Sleep in the
Night) Drank tea with D. Anthony
Lodged with Uncle Brown.

13th. Up early. Spoke my pas-

sage waited on Secretary Rectified

Z. C.'s affair Breakfasted with and
took Leave of Uncle Brown and Fam-
ily and went on board at 8 A. If. At
20 past 9 abreast of Starve Goat
Island

f-
past 9 abreast of Pawtuxet

J past 10 met with the Sloop Wash-
ington Deeply Loaded under a Cloud
of Sail at 11 abreast of Kinniquid
Point at 12 of the North end of Pru-

dence. Turned in lay lh hour
turned out to make Room Sea Sick
women between 3 and Four Dined
off the South end of Prudence at 5
landed on Banister's Wharf. Ex-
pended in refresh, and Passage four

and four pence J. 4.4i
3.6

.5

8M

An Interesting Report of the Town
Sheriff.

Newport, 7 Dec, 1812.

Jon. Almy, Esq.:

Sir—Last night Squad Xo. 9.under
der my command patroll'd the

Streets. With one exception found
all things quiet (viz): between the

Hours of 11 and 12, a riot took place

at Mr. Richard Barker's, between two
Married Gentlemen of this Town
having Families, in Which each Party

was very much bruised and behaved
in an unbecoming and very indecent

manner ; for the further Particulars,
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I refer your Honour to Messrs.

George Engs and Edwd. W. Law ton,

who were Called to put a Stop to the

riot by Mr. Barker and by there per-

suasions got the Gentlemen concern-

ed in the shameful transactions to

there places of Abode. Which I

thought much better than have taken
them to the Watch House. I how-
ever think it the duty for the Town
to make inquiry and put a Stop to

such Abominable proceedings.

D. Thatcher.

MEETINGS.

The annual meeting was held on

the evening of May 28th, the Pres-

ident of the Society in the chair.

Besides the reading of the reports

and the election of officers, Mr.

George Andrews Moriarty, Jr.,

gave an interesting address on "The
Tories in New England." The next

meeting of the Society will be held

in August.

A social gathering of the mem-
bers and friends of the Society was

held at the rooms on Friday, May
10th, from 4 to 6 p. m. It was quite

largely attended, and the time was

pleasantly passed in viewing our in-

teresting relics and enjoying the

" cup that cheers.''

The Society proposes to give a

Loan Exhibition of relics and an-

tiques July 16, 17, 18 and 19, and it

is hoped that all members will take

an interest in it. An exhibition of

this kind not only should realize a

goodly sum of money, but would

help to carry out the object of this

Society, to discover whatever may

relate to general history especially

of the State of Rhode Island and
City of Newport.

NEW MEMBERS

Elected since April 1st.

ASSOCIATES.

Mrs. John Mustard
Mrs. Herbert Marsh
Mrs. Charles Brackett
Mrs. Pascal Stedman
Mrs. Harry Titus

• • ANNUAL.

Mrs. Nathan A. Estes
Mrs. J. McPherson Creighton
Miss Elizabeth Sherman
Mr. Walter Coles Cabell

Prof. Henry S. Hendy.

ITEMS.

Hon. John P. Sanborn has been

elected one of the members of the

Gen. Nathaniel Greene Memorial

Association to represent the Soci-

ety in the place of R. H. Tilley, de-

ceased. Our other members of the

Association are Hon. George Pea-

body Wetmore, Hon. Robert S.

Franklin, Wm. G. Turner and Ham-
ilton B. Tompkins.

The following inscription has

been attached to the marble table

in the library room :

This table was made in Rome,

about 1836, from a classic design,

under the direction of Washington

Allston, the artist, for Miss Sarah

Gibbs, and was in her house at

Portsmouth, R. I.

Presented to the Newport His-

torical Society by

Mrs. Sarah King Birckhead.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Among our New Books are two

which the Society has received as

irifts, which deserve more than mere

mention.
M War Letters of William Thomp-

son Lusk," New York. Privately

printed 1911. Presented to the So-

ciety by his children.

"An Artillery officer in Mexico,

i846-7,"New York, 191 1, and "Ma-
jor Robert Anderson and Fort Sum-
ter, 1861,'' New York, 191 1. Pre-

sented to the Society by Mrs. Law
ton.

The two volumes of War Letters

thus obtained by the Society are of

the class of books which by pre-

senting the scenes of war as they

pass before the eyes of regimental

line officers* make more real the

'laily life of drilling, marching and
fighting, and add to history the per-

sonal element not' emphasized in

larger historical works.

Dr. Lusk, the famous New York
physician, as a young man enlisted

in the Civil War, and through merit

was promoted from private to 2d

md 1st Lieutenant and Captain.

For two years he served faithfully

and with distinction. He then re-

signed to enter upon his profes-

sional life. As we read these pri-

vate letters, chiefly to his mother.

we are impressed with the self-de-

nying zeal and love of country,

which held him to the perform-

ance of duty through many discour-

agements," not the least of which

was the slowness of promotion

through lack of political influence.

one of the crying evils of our mili-

tary system.

Of interest to Newporters is the

fact that he was aide-de-camp to

Gen. Isaac I. Stevens whose wife

was a Newport lady and who is

buried in our cemetery.

The Artillery officer, Robert An-

derson, later the hero of Fort Sum-
ter, is the writer of the other series

of letters sent to his family during

the Mexican war, which are equally

interesting because they too ex-

press the private opinions, and de-

scribe the daily life, of an ardent

soldier and devoted patriot. Their

perusal likewise brings home to

every mind the minor details which

make war terrible and interesting.
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The Battle of Rhode Island

Paper Read Before the Society at the Regular Quarterly Meeting

August 19, 1912

By LLOYD M. MAYER

Sir Henry Clinton determined, after having been driven out of Bos-

ton in 1776, to march through the New England States back to the

Hudson, his idea being to destroy as far as possible the Continental

forces in that part of the country. On Dec. 2, 1776, Sir Peter Parker,

with eleven ships of the line, appeared off Block Island, and after re-

maining there one day made sail to the westward through Long Island

Sound. On the 7th of December Job Watson, who was posted on Tower
Mill, an eminence a few miles to the northward of Narragansett Pier,

observed the British fleet in the offing. This fleet comprised the eleven

<liips under the command of Sir Peter Parker and a convoy of 70 trans-

ports with 6000 British troops on board. This formidable flotilla pro-

ceeded up the West Passage, rounded the northern extremity ofConanicut

Inland and came to anchor off its eastern shore. The same day the

troops disembarked, a portion of them passing into Newport over the

I/>ng Wharf, and others landing at Greenesdale near the point now known
as Middletown Station.

During the early part of the year 1776, Massachusetts had joined

with Rhode Island in the construction of fortifications, one of which
was erected on the heights of Tiverton, and which was called Fort Bar-

ton. About the same time the Rhode Island troops constructed a forti-

fication in the northern part of the Island, near Bristol Ferry, traces of





which are still distinctly visible. Across the narrow passage between

the Island and the mainland near Bristol, about the spot where the

lighthouse now stands, two fortifications were erected, but no material

evidence of these remains. Another fort on Beacon Hill was in process

.of erection at the time the British landed. On the 8th of December the

continental troops, intimidated for the moment by the apparent strength

of the enemy, evacuated the Island, abandoning all the forts, but meas-

ures were immediately taken to collect a force sufficient to repel or check

the invasion. Sir Henry Clinton was first in command of the British

forces, but he soon resigned in favor of Earl Percy, and the latter, de-

ciding to return to England, relinquished the command to Major Pre3-

cott. The British forces consisted of four regiments, one of artillery,

one corps of light horse, and several regiments of Hessians, one of which,

known as the Anspachers, was composed of men none of whom was less

than six feet in stature.

The call to arms met ready response. Massachusetts sent two

brigades, one from Bristol and one from Plymouth, commanded by God-

frey and Cushing. Three regiments and a train of artillery were dis-

patched by the legislature from Boston and Worcester. Governor Trum-

bull, of Connecticut, contributed three regiments and five companies

with a small body of artillery. The College buildings in Providence

were used as barracks, and, later, as a military hospital. Rhode Island

placed in the field a brigade of 3 regiments enlisted for 15 months' ser-

vice under the command of General Varnum. Two of these regiments

were of infantry numbering 750 men each commanded by Cols. Benja-

min Tallman and Jos. Stanton, and the third was artiller}7 with 300

men under command of Col. Robert Elliott. Major General Lincoln was

sent to Providence to assume ' the chief command. The convention

which met on Dec. 25 advised that about 6000 men be concentrated

in this state, 1900 from Massachusetts, 1100 from Connecticut, 300 from

New Hampshire, and 1800 from Rhode Island, besides 1000 Continental

troops. Two battalions were enlisted for the Continental service, the

first under the command of Colonel Christopher Greene, and the second

under that of Colonel Isaac Angell.

In the autumn of 1777 an attempt was made by the American

forces to drive the British from the island, the intention being to cross

the East Passage from Fogland Point, but lack of generalship on the

part of General Spencer, who was in command of the expedition, is said

to have been the cause of its complete failure. The British forces at

this time numbered about 4000 men. Two British and two Hessian

regiments were posted on Windmill Hill—one on Butts Hill, and two

near Newport, while a corps of grenadiers and light infantry held

Fogland Ferry.





Spencer resigned, and Major General John Sullivan succeeded him.

When the 15 months term expired, most of the men re-enlisted for one

year under General Cornell. In the early part of 1778 General Varnum

made a suggestion/which was approved by Washington, to enlist colored

troops. Colonel Greene and officers of his battalion at Valley Forge

were sent home upon the consolidation of two battalions into one.

The suggestion made by General Varnum was presented to the State

Legislature and in February 1778 a resolution was passed approving the

appointment of a colored regiment to consist of negro, mulatto and

Indian Slaves—their freedom to be presented to them upon enlistment,

and their owners to be paid their value.

The arrival of the French fleet off Newport on July 29, 1778, was

the signal for important operations. The British forces now numbered

about 7000 while Sullivan had but 1600 men One half the effective

force of this state was called out and the remainder held ready for in-

stant service. Major General Greene, Brigadier General Glover, and the

Marquis de Lafayette arrived upon the scene witn two Continental

Brigades. Varnum and Glover with two companies of artillery from

the army at White Plains followed on Aug 3d, the forces being concen-

trated about Tiverton Heights. On the 8th of August the French fleet

under Count D'Estaing, entered Newport harbor. While off that port

three ships had been sent round to the East Passage to destroy several

British vessels which were at anchor there. In this mission the French

were so successful that 212 British guns were silenced, some of the

British ships having been set on fire by their own crews when the French-

men first hove in sight. Volunteers from neighboring states now flocked

to Sullivan's standard, and on the 8th of August he was ready to cross

to the Island at the head of ten thousand men. On this day the French

troops landed on Conanicut Island to the number of 4000, and on the

9th an English fleet under Lord Howe, numbering 36 sail, appeared in

the offing. At sight of this naval menace the French troops were imme-
diately re-embarked and in the morning of August 10 D'Eutaiog put to

sea to engage the enemy. On the 16th a violent gale of wind arose ac-

companied by torrential rain, and great havoc was made by this strife of

the elements not only among the ships at sea but also among the troops

which had remained on shore. The storm continued three days, and
was ever after referred to as the French Storm.

At half past six o'clock on the morning of the 9th of August the

American forces numbering 10,000 men began the crossing from Tiverton

to the Island at Howland's Ferry, now the Stone Bridge, under the pro-

tection of the guns of Fort Barton and of Owl's Nest, a small fortification

on Gould Island. They advanced down the Island and entrenched

themselves about two miles to the north of the British lines on the





ridge now known as Honeyman'3 Hill. From the loth to the 20th of

August an incessant fire was maintained upon the enemy's line3, but

nasmuch as the movement had been undertaken with the view of

co-operation with the French troop3, the withdrawal of these had a dis-

couraging effect upon the Americans. The re-appearance of the French

fleet on the 20th was the signal for great rejoicing, but it was of

duration as Count D'Estaing, turning a deaf ear to all entreaties that

the 4000 troops under his command be again disembarked and sent to

join the beseigers, set sail on the 21st for Boston ostensibly for the pur.

pose of repairing the damages sustained by his ships in the storm and

the engagement with Lord Howe.

Intense heat prevailing at this time had likewise a dormant effect

upon the ardor of the besiegers, and on the 28th August, as the result

of a council of war called by General Sullivan, it was determined to

remove the heavy guns at once to the north end of the Island and

mount them on the fortifications there. On the morning of the 29th

the British gunners were much surprised to find that no reply was

made to their fire, the Americans having evacuated their entrenchments

and moved to Butts Hill where they had encamped. Confident that

the British would follow up their advantage, the Americans immedi-

ately took measures to oppose their advance. They established a line

of defence with Colonel Henry Livingstone in command of a part of

Colonel Jackson's division on the left at the junction of the East Road

with Union Street, while on the right Colonels Laurens, Fleury and

Major Talbot were posted near the corner of Union Street and the

West Road. A picket line had been extended across Quaker, Turkey

and Anthony hills. The expectations of the Americans were soon

realized. The British force under General Pigott, Prescott having been

taken prisoner, advanced upon the American lines. Their infantry

moved out over the East Road together with some of the Hessian : _
-

mehts while others of the latter as well as the remainder of the infantry

marched out upon the West Road. A question has been raised as to

the exact point at which the battle commenced but it has been generally

conceded that the first shots were fired near the corner of Union Street

and the East Road where the tablet in commemoration of the combat

now stands.

It was at about 7 o'clock in the morning of the 29th when the

fighting commenced. The Americans at this point had concealed them-

selves behind the stone walls at the roadside, and the British were ex-

posed to a galling fire, under which they sustained severe losses. But

they still continued to advance while the American pickets retired to

their line3. The left of the British line was composed principally of

Hessian troops while British troops occupied the right and the centre.





Tne American line was now formed with Colonel Livingstone on the

right as a flanker. Next came Varnum, then Cornell, then Christopher

(Jreene, and then Glover with Tyler flanking the left. At the rear of

Butts Hill the Massachusetts regiments were posted under General

Hancock, with Sewell' and Titcomb as assistants Farther north cros-

sing the West Road near the turnpike, the creek, and the old road lead-

ing to Bristol Ferry on the East, General West was stationed. The
British had also four ships of war which directed a fire against the

American positions from a point about opposite the continuation of

Freeborn Street. Simultaneously with the commencement of this bom-

bardment at about 10 o'clock in the morning, the British right advanced

upon the American left, threatening to break it, but the enemy was

repulsed with severe loss. Meanwhile the left of the British line swept

down the slopes of Turkey and Anthony hills toward the American

right which was under the command of General Nathaniel Greene.

The left of the American line should have been under the command of

the Marquis de Lafayette, but this noble ally had started on the pre-

ceding day for Boston in a vain attempt to induce D'Estaing to send the

4000 men under his command to the aid of the Americans. Through

this praiseworthy but futile endeavour Lafayette lost the opportunity of

t iking part in the action which he afterwards declared to have been the

most brilliant of the Revolution, demonstrating as it did the superiority

of raw, untrained troops over soldiers whose vocation had ever been that

of warfare alone. Lafayette returned from Boston on the evening of the

29th after the battle was over.

The point of attack toward which the British left now advanced

was the crest of Lehigh Hill where the windmill stands which is often

pictured in postal cards of Portsmouth. Three desperate charges were

made by Hessians and British together in vain attempts to force the

Americans from this position The colored regiment which had been

stationed in a grove at the foot of the hill, swarmed to oppose the

Hessians with the awful though rude weapons with which they had

been furnished, namely scythe-blades fastened to stout staffs, and a

Hessian officer, writing later his account of the battle, stated that the

sudden apparition of wild men armed with fearful weapons had spread

terror through the ranks of his commind. Looking down from the

crest of Lehigh Hill the range of vision covers the area of the hottest

part of the conflict, and in the middle distance may be noted a depres-

sion which is still known as Hessian Hole and where a great number of

the slaughtered Hessians were interred. The stream which now mean-

ders peacefully through the vale still bears the tragic title Bloody Brook.

The battle raged for about six hours. The British were driven back

to their entrenchments along the crests of Quaker, Turkey and Anthony





Hills, upon which one of their batteries was taken by Glover's regiment.

Victorious all along the line, the Americans advanced to within 200

yards of the British entrenchments and were eager to follow up their

advantage, but General Sullivan, considering the fact that his troops had

been in action all day, deemed this inadvisable. Tents were brought

forward and pitched on the line of battle, but a message was received

from Washington to the effect that a large British force had set sail for

Newport, so it was determined to withdraw from the Island. The
American forces thereupon recrossed the East Passage at Howland's

Ferry.

Note—For the information which furnished the material for this

narrative of the Battle, of Rhode Island I am indebted to Mr. Benjamin
Lindsey Dennis, of Providence, who passed a large part of four years of

his life in systematic quest of facts and figures pertaining thereto. Mr.

Dennis has repeatedly visited every noted point upon the held of battle,

and has derived much of the knowledge of the facts as they occurred
from what may here be styled the very fountain head, namely the lips

of aged men, since passed away, whose fathers were living at the time of

the conflict. He has also allowed me to read the following copy of a

most interesting letter.

L. M. M.

Providence, R. I.,

Oct. 30, 1909.

Mr. G. P. Dennis,

Providence, R. I.,

Dear Sir :

—

As you wished me to write and send to you what information I had
in regard to the person who piloted the French fleet into Newport
Harbour in the Old Revolutionary War, I will now do so, and hope
that it will prove of interest and use to you.

The man's name wras Joseph Champlin. He lived on the south shore

of the state which is now called Matunuck Beach. With his father he

followed fishing for a livelihood, and on this day we mention he was out

cod-fishing with a brother who went fishing occasionally, but who
usually did the farming at home.

The brother was the oldest but the said Joseph had the most expe-

rience on the water and had been to Newport several times with his

catches offish to market them.
They were fishing off, just West of Point Judith, on what is called

Squid Ledge, where now is built the Point Judith Breakwater, and
which used to be excellent cod-fishing ground.

On this day there was a thick fog, and suddenly this French Fleet

hailed them and asked if they could pilot this Fleet into Newport
Harbour.
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The oldest brother said that he was not capable, but that his young
brother, who was only 16 years old then, was well acquainted and could

tlo so.

They then told them both to come aboard the Flagship, which they

did. and the young man Joseph Champlin was the one who took charge

of the Fleet the rest of the trip into Newport Harbour.
After arriving there they were much pleased and paid Joseph

$25.00 in cash, and loaded their boat with provisions, among which was

a whole dressed hog.

Joseph Champlin was my great grandfather. My father and a

great many of Joseph Champlin' s descendents still live at Matunuck.

Very truly yours,

J. Harry Tucker,

1055 Eddy Street,

Providence, R. I.





THE LOAN EXHIBITION

Much interest has been taken in the two Loan Exhibitions held

last year and this: and the Society should be grateful to those wi.-

made that of this year such a success The following report of the

Chairman of the' Committee was read at the meeting of the Society

August 19th.

Report of Loan Exhibition, July 16-19, 1912.

To the Members of the Newport Historical Society :

—

The second Loan Exhibition was held in July, and as a result, the

sum of $105.50 has been added to the treasury.

The interest in this year's exhibit was much greater than in 1911.

and the number of exhibitors was more than doubled. Many valuable

antiques were loaned, and the Society is greatly indebted to the owner-

who placed their treasures in our custody for the week. Every possible

care was taken for their protection, the loans being placed in glass c

in the brick building, and a night watchman was in attendance.

About four hundred people visited the Rooms in the four days.

Several who were especially interested repeated their visits.

One room was fitted up entirely with pictures, maps, portraits, and

other articles pertaining to Newport history, and this attracted much
attention. The medals and other trophies of Ida Lewis, soon to be the

j

property of our Society, were most interesting, as also her portrait and

the painting by General Brewerton, called " Ida Lewis To The Rescue.''

We were fortunate to be able to exhibit the Paul Revere Punch Bowl be-

longing to Mrs. Marsden J. Perry. All these, and many other relics

value and interest helped to make our Exhibition a success, and our grate-

ful appreciation is due to those who so willingly allowed us to exhibit

them. The Librarian sent notes of thanks to ninety people who assisted

in any way, but a vote of thanks from the Society at this meeting would

surely be in order. Your two secretaries, Hon. Robert S. Franklin and Mr.

Geo. W. Richardson, always loyal to your Society, and eager to advance

its interests, worked faithfully every moment of the week. Without

them, our exhibition could not have been such a success.

Our expenses this year were necessarily larger than last year, as wo

held the Exhibition longer, increasing, therefore, the expense of the night

watchman, etc., all of which this year we paid for ourselves.

But a financial success was not our only object. As we hoped, a

greater interest in the Society has been aroused, and, as a result, ire

have added to our roll a sufficient number of members to increase our

annual income by sixty-two dollars. Surely this is worth while !

Respectfully submitted,

Edith May Tilley,

Chairman Loan Exhibition. M. A. 8.
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SOCIETY NOTES

EDITORIAL

It is pleasant to be able to record

that the interest of our fellow citizens

in our Society has noticeably in-

creased since the issuing of the first

number of the Bulletin. The pub-

lication of papers of historic interest,

and the attention drawn to the So-

ciety by the loan exhibitions, have

aided in the attainment of this end.

This number will, we are sure, be

found no less interesting than those

which have preceded it.

MEETINGS

The regular quarterly meeting of

the Society was held on Monday,

August 19, at 4 p. m. The attend-

ance was larger than at any previous

quarterly meeting of the Society.

In this issue is published the in-

teresting paper presented at that

time by Mr. L. M. Mayer on the
44

Battle of Rhode Island."

The Librarian presented an in-

teresting report at this meeting from

which we give a few extracts.

" Since the annual meeting thirty-

six books and pamphlets have been

added to the library . . . sev-

eral portraits have been received . .

also many articles for the museum
of historic interest. . . . The
number of visitors this year is as-

tonishingly large, both for the mu-
seum and the library. Great pos-

sessions bring great responsibilities.

Your collections are more valuable
than is realized, and the care of them

must be faithfu land constant."

ACQUISITIONS

The following among the addi-

tions to our collections are of espec-

ial interest

:

BOOKS

"The Diary of William Bentley, D.

D., Pastor of the East Church,

Salem, Massachusetts." Vol. I.

April 1784—December 1792.

"Providence in Colonial Times," by

Gertrude Selwyn Kimball. Bos-

ton and New York.
44 Illustrated History of Lowell and

Vicinity.Massachusetts," by the

Courier-Citizen Company. Low-

ell, 1897.
44 Contributions Biographical, Gene-

alogical and Historical," by

Ebenezer Weaver Pierce. Bos-

ton, 1874.

" The History of New Bedford, Bris-

tol County, Massachusetts," by

Daniel Ricketson. New Bedford,

1858.
44 New Bedford of the Past,'' by Dan-

iel Ricketson, edited by his

daughter and son, Anna and

Walton Ricketson. Boston and

New fork, 1903.

" Genealogy of the Pelton Family in

America," by J. If. Pelton.

Albany, N. Y., 1S92.





"Vital Records of West Bridge-

water, Massachusetts," to the

year 1850. Boston, Mass., 1911.

11 The History of Martha's Vineyard,

Duke's County, Massachusetts,"

in three volumes. Volume I,

General History. Volume II,

Town Annals, by Charles Ed-

ward Banks, M. D.. Surgeon U.

S. Marine Hospital Service,

Boston, 1911.

" Genealogy of the Cutts Family in

America," compiled by Cecil

Hampden Cutts Howard. Al-

bany, N. Y., 1892.

Dighton Bi-Centennial Celebration,

July 17, 1912. A Brief His-

torical Sketch of Dighton.

Taunton, Mass.

OBJEdS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST.

Silk and Linen woven petticoat,

200 years old. Gift of Miss Susan

Cornell.

Mirror knobs with head of Oliver

Hazard Perry. Gift of Charles P.

Kling.

Four fans, one formerly belonging

to Governor Cooke of Rhode Island.

Gift of Miss Martha C. Codman.

Ancient silver chatelaine. Gift of

Miss Lilias Sheffield.

Tile from the Fowler-Gardner

House, Newport. Gift of Miss Lilias

Sheffield.

Medals and other trophies of Ida

Lewis. Gift of the Estate of Ida

Lewis.

PORTRAITS

Captain James Card, Jr , died in

Honduras 1772. Painted in India.

Gift of Miss Sallie Swan.

Governor Charles Van Zandt.

Gift of Miss Elizabeth H. Swinburne.

Mr. Wm. Watts Sherman. Gift

of Mrs. Wm. Watts Sherman.

Mr. James M. K. Southwick.

Gift of the estate of James M. K.

Southwick.

NEW MEMBERS

Twenty-four new members have

been elected since the Annual Meet-

ing, whose names appear upon the

list at the end of the Bulletin.
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Officers and Members of the Society.

OFFICERS

President, DANIEL B. FEARING
Vice-President, RODERICK TERRY

Recording Secretary, ROBERT S. FRANKLIN
Corresponding Secretary, GEORGE H. RICHARDSON

Treasurer, WILLIAM S. SHERMAN
Librarian, EDITH MAY TILLEY

Curator of Coins and Medals, EDWIN P. ROBINSON

Committee on Finance

COL. C. L. F. ROBINSON REV. GEORGE VERNON DICKEY

Committee on Lirrary and Museum
GEORGE H .RICHARDSON DR. EDWIN P. ROBINSON

Committee on Buildings and Grounds

GEORGE H. RICHARDSON JONAS BERGNER

Auditor

ROBERT S. FRANKLIN

Nominating Committee

CHARLES M. COTTRELL MISS ANTOINETTE PECKHAM
GEORGE ANDREWS MORIARTY, Jr.

Committee on Bulletin

REV. RODERICK TERRY HAMILTON B. TOMPKINS

Committee on Revision of By-Laws

GEORGE ANDREWS MORIARTY MRS. CHARLES GARDNER
ROBERT S. FRANKLIN, Rec. Secretary

Committee on Increase of Membership
MRS. T. A. LAWTON DR. NATHAN A. ESTES

MISS EDITH MAY TILLEY, Librarian

Directors
DANIEL B. FEARING

'

WILLIAM S. SHERMAN
RODERICK TERRY EDWIN P. ROBINSON
ROBERT S. FRANKLIN HAMILTON B. TOMPKINS
GEORGE H. RICHARDSON JONAS BERGNER
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MEMBERS

LIFE MEMBERS

Allen, John B. Newport, R. I.

Allen, William

Ames, Mrs. Samuel Providence, R. I.

Auchincloss, Mrs. Hugh D. New York
Auchincloss, Hugh D.

Batonyi, Aurel

Belmont, August " '*

Belmont, Perry Washington, D. C.

Bergner, Jonas Newport, R. I.

Birckhead, Mrs. William K. New York
Brown, Mrs. Harold Newport, R. I.

Clarke, Joshua P.

Davis, Theodore M.

Dring, Miss Carrie Fall River, Mass.

Dunn, Thomas Newport, R. I.

Fahnestock, Gibson Washington, D. C.

Fearing, Hon. Daniel B. Newport, R. I.

Franklin, Hon. Robert S.

Gammell, William Providence, R. I.

Gerry, Com. Elbridge T. Newport, R. I.

Gibbs, Mrs. Theodore K.

Goelet, Robert New York
Greene, Charles H. Battle Creek, Mich.

Grosvenor, Miss Rosa Providence, R. I.

James, Arthur Curtiss New York
Kane, DeLancey A. New Rochelle, N. Y.

King, George Gordon Newport, R. I.

McAdam, Samuel " "

Marquand, Prof. Allen Princeton, N. J.

Marquand, Henry Bedford Hills, N. Y.

Mason, Miss Ellen Boston, Mass.

Mason, Miss Ida " "

Moriarty, Geo. Andrews, Jr. "

Patterson, Peter Newport, R. I.

Peckham, Job A.

Phinney, Theodore W.
Post, Edward C. New York
Powel, Thomas Ives Hare Providence

Rive3, George L. New York
Safe, Mrs. T. Shaw Newport, R. I.

Sherman, Mrs. Wm. Watts New York
Smith, Miss Esther Morton Phila., Pa.

Swan, Mrs. James A. Newport, R. I.

Swan, James A- " "

Tilley, Miss Edith May
Tompkins, Hamilton B. New York
Tuckerman, Mrs. Alfred G. Newport,R.I

Tuckerman, Alfred G.

Vanderbilt, Mrs. Cornelius, Newport, R.l

Vanderbilt, Mrs. E. French "

Webster, Hamilton Fish

Wetmore, Hon. George Peabody
Washington, D. C.

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Berwind, Mrs. Edward J. New York

Binney, Mrs. William Providence, R. I.

Bispham, Mrs. George T. Phila., Pa.

Clarke, Miss Elizabeth H.

Cambridge, Masi.

Codman, Miss Martha C.

Washington, D. C.

DeForest, George B. New York

Drexel, Mrs. John R.

Duncan, Mrs. Stuart

Dunn, Mrs. Thomas Newport, R. I.

Emmons, Arthur B. New York

Gammell, Robert Ives Providence

Glyn, Mrs. William E. New York

Grosvenor, Mrs. William Providence

Havemeyer, H. O., Jr. New York

Hazard, Miss Caroline Peacedale, R. I.

Hunter, Miss Anna F. Newport, R. I.

Huntington, Mrs. Samuel E.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Jacobs, Dr. Henry Barton
Baltimore, M«l.

Jenckes, John Newport, R. I.

Lawton, Mrs. Thomas A. "

Ludlow, Edward L. New York

Norman, Mrs. Bradford Newport, R. L

Norman, Guy
Pierson, Gen. J. Fred New York

Rives, Dr. William C. Washington, D.C.

Robinson, Mrs. C. L. F. Hartford, Ct.

Schreier, Eugene Norfolk, Va.

Sedgwick, Robert New York

Spencer, Mrs. Lorillard Newport, R. 1

Sturgis, Frank K. New York

Terry, Rev. Roderick Newport, R. L

VanAlen, J. J. Kettering. Bag-

Vanderbilt, Alfred G. Portsmouth, R.I.

Weaver, Miss Sarah C. Newport, R- I-

Webster, Mrs. Hamilton Fish
"

Winthrop, Edgerton L. New York

Woodward, Mrs. William, Sr. "
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ANNUAL MEMBERS

Abney, John R. New York

Andrews, Mrs. Frank W.
Washington, D. C.

Armstrong, William A. Newport, R. I.

Baker, Darius " "

Ball, Alwyn, Jr. New York

Barker, Dr. Christopher F.

Newport, R. I.

Barker, Francis S.
"

Barker, Ralph R.

Benjamin, George H. New York

Bergman, Isaac B. Newport, R. I.

Bliss, Richard " "

Britton, Miss Selah W. Natchez, Miss.

Brown, Mrs. John Nicholas

Newport, R. I.

Buffum, William P.

Bull, Mrs. Charles M.

Burdick, Clark

Burdick, D. J.

Burdick, Edwin S.

Burlingham, Hiram
Cabell, Walter Coles

Carr, George H.

Case, Philip B.

Caswell, John R.

Chadwick, Mrs. French E.

Newport, R. I.

Champlin, John D. New York
Coggeshall, Dr. Henry " "
hooper, Rev. Joseph Newport, R. I.

Cortazzo, Madame " "

Cottrell, Charles M.
Creighton,Mrs.J. McPherson" "

Davies, Julian T. New York
Davis, Rear Admiral Charles H.

Washington, D. C.

Davis, Galen Newport, R. I.

Derby, Mrs. Richard C.

Dickey, George Vernon
Downing, George Fay
Dyer, Herbert
Kaaton, Arthur H.
^ston, Dr. Charles D.
kids, George A.
^k'ar, Miss Lucille R.
Ipliott, Mrs. John
Kates, Dr. Nathan A.
^tes, Mrs. Nathan A.
*^tl, Mrs. Thomas G. Florence, Italy

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Newport, R. I.

Fall River, Mass.

Newport, R. I.

a <<

New York
Newport, R. I.

Middletown, R. I.

New York

Franklin, William B. Newport, R. I.

Gale, Mrs. M. J.

Gardner, Mrs. Charles " M

Garrettson, Hon. Frederick P.

Newport, R. I.

Graham, Howard S, Philadelphia, Pa.

Hague, Arnold Washington, D. C.

Newport, R. I.

New York
« < < •

Newport, R. I.

New York

Jr. Newport, R. I.

Haley, Dr. Byron H.
Hammond, James B.

Hammond, Ogden H.

Hazard, Miss Abby C.

Hendy, Prof. Henry S.

Higbee, Edward W.
Hill, Mrs. Walter N.
Hillhouse, Mrs. Charles B.

Hoffman, Charles F.

Hoppin, Samuel H. " "

Horton, Hon. Jeremiah Newport, R. I.

Howard, Mrs. Ezra W. " "

Howland, Mrs. Joseph " "

Hughes, Rev. Stanley C.

Hulbert, Rev. Gustavus L. "

Josephs, Mrs. Lyman C " M

King, Miss Georgianna G. " "

King, Mrs. LeRoy New York
King, LeRoy
King, Frederic R.

Kling, Charles P. "

Koehne, Charles H.

Lawson, John A.

Leavitt, Miss Blanche "

Lee, William H.

Levy, Max "

Lichter, Rabbi B. A.

Lippitt, Hon. Charles Warren
Providence,

Lippitt, Mrs. Charles Warren
Providence,

Luce, Rear Admiral Stephen B.

Newport, R. I.

Macomber, Isaac Portsmouth, R. I.

Marvin, Miss Elizabeth B.Newport, R.I.

Mason, Dr. John J.
"

McLennan, John K. "

McMahon, Andrew K.

Morgan, Mrs. Wm. Rogers "

Morrison, Charles E.
"

Mumford, Joseph P. Philadelphia.

Murdock, Rear Admiral Joseph B.

Boston, Mass.

Naval War College Newport, R. I.

R. I.

R. I.

Pa.
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Norman, Maxwell Boston, Mass.

Norman, Reginald Portsmouth, R. I.

Nowell, Mrs. Thomas S. Newport, R. I.

Noyes, Mrs. Boutelle
" "

O'Neill, Thomas J.

Pattison, Mrs. E. J. . Boston, Mass.

Peckham, Miss Antoinette Newport, R. I.

Peckham, Mrs. Felix "

Peckham, Thomas P.
" "

Perry, Marsden J. .,,..*'

Petterson, Gustof L.

Phillips, Hon. Taylor New York
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SThe paper which I am about to read is evolved from two separate papers
my father wrote at different times on the Life of William Coddington. I

have tried to keep as closely to the text of the original as was possible and have
only filled in here and there to give proper cohesion to the narrative. Many of
the interesting details are necessarily left out as they would have made* the
paper too long to read at one time.— S. K. B ]

I have been invited to present the Historical Society and their

friends with some sketches of the early History of Rhode Island.

This subject has been one of deep interest to me for a number of

years and very many of my leisure moments have been spent in making
research by the examination of original manuscripts and public records

both in this country and in England. I find even after all this per-

severing labor how difficult it is to sift the truth from the lalse and

to fully understand the complicated relations of history two centuries

or more ago.

Now as our discourse is to be on the origin of this island proper

and as William Coddington was the acknowledged leader in purchasing

it from the Indian Sachems and forming its government we will confine

ourselves to a sketch of his life and character.

Let us trace his career as far as we are able. He was born in

Lincolnshire, England, and when we first hear of him it is as a prom-

inent merchant in Boston or Botolplrs town as it was originally called

after its patron Saint. It was a commercial town of some importance
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and in the time of Charles 1st the government exchequer was often re-

plenished by extra taxation, Boston being frequently called upon to

share this burden. Coddington in a letter to Gov. Swett of Massachu-

setts in 1674 speaks of some circumstances of his life and mentions that

he was one of the many Lincolnshire gentlemen who denied tbe Royal

loan and suffered for it.

I visited Boston with much interest while in England in 1873. It

stands upon the River Witham which divides it into two almost equu'

parts. Its principal building is the Parish Church of .St. Botolph

founded in 1309 and now partly restored at the expense of some citi-

zens of Boston in America—in memory of their connection with the

English city. John Cotton was its rector for some years early in the

17th century. He was a graduate of the University of Cambridge and

was distinguished there for his literary ability and remarkable scholar-

ship. An auspicious and happy influence he may be supposed to have

had over Coddington who was a worshipper at St. Botolph ;

s Church.

Two of his children were born in Boston and I found at the chapel

called "John Cotton's Chapel " the record not only of their baptisms

but of their deaths as well—thus necessitating the joyous and mournful

ministrations of the clergymen. These circumstances probably revealed

the deep sympathies of Cotton and indelibly impressed Coddington with

a veneration and love for him.

Now since the accession of Charles 1st to the throne the laws of

Conformity had been more rigid than ever. Archbishop Laud, his

trusted adviser, was the autocratic ruler of the Church having through

the Courts of High Commissions and the Star Chamber absolute power

over clergy and laity. This tyranny—dating back through a number

of years and so obnoxious to the Anglo Saxon—had resulted in driving

many of the people all over England out of the Church to become S

aratists, Puritans or Nonconformists. A number of them escaped to the

Continent where they formed churches of their own Others began to

think of a new country in more distant lands. America was the goal

which led the little band of dissenters to take ship in the Mayflower

and to cross the Ocean in 1G20—landing at Plymouth.

This initial step in the settlement of New England was followed by

the remarkable exodus of Englishmen from the Mother Country in the

succeeding decades of the Century.

The Mabsachusetts Bay Company was formed in 1629—a Corpora-

tion which possessed a Royal Charter under the seal of the King of

England and which conferred not only a right to the soil but powers of

government as well. Its purport was ostensibly for trade but really for

the far higher motive of freedom of worship.

John Winthrop, who was the leader in the enterprise, and his im-





mediate company took passage in the good ship Arabella, named for th

wife of Sir Isaac Johnson, Earl of Lincolnshire, who was the foremost

patron of the expedition. John Cotton, who was much in sympathy

with this trend towards the " New World " had been invited to deliver

the farewell sermon at Southampton in the presence of the colonis:-

before thoir embarkation.

Coddington had known some of the Ship ?

s Company living in

Boston and his sympathies were much aroused. He made up his mind

while at Southampton with Cotton to join the expedition, and being

fully committed to the enterprise he was chosen one of the commis-

sioners or magistrates of the Company. He embarked with his wife,

Mary Moseley, on board the Arabella at Yarmouth and on the 7th of

.
April, 1630, signed his name to the celebrated address " to the Puritans

in and of the Church of England."

After encountering the many discomforts and hardships oi a long

voyage across the stormy Atlantic they arrived at Salem on the 13th of

June, 1630, and made a temporary settlement at a place where Charles-

town now is. Looking across the Charles River—the Peninsular called

by the Indians * Shawomet ' presented to the eye an elevation with three

distinct peaks. These triple summits afterwards gave the name Trimon-

taine or Tremont with which we are all familiar and which at first was

the English designation of the peninsular. A lone Englishman—the

Rev. William Blaxton—clergyman of the Church of England was then

residing with house, garden and orchard on the slopes of the Central

Hill. This Prince of pioneers supposed to have made his way over to

the new world in 1623 was then occupying the whole of Boston that was

to be, as his private ranch or plantation. Complacently looking down

from his high elevation on Beacon Hill he perceived the company of

strangers across the river evidently preparing to make a settlement.

Knowing that the springs on that side of the River were neither pure

nor abundant, he invited Wmthrop's Company to cross the river and

build their cabins on his land. Little did he imagine at that time what

an important Commonwealth was to grow up and spread over the length

and breadth of his chosen plantation and one to carry its influence into

every part of a future great republic.

Evidently no time was lost by the Company in makim: the settle-

ment. We read in Mass. Records—"Sept. 17, 1630: It is ordered that

Trimontaine shall be called Boston."

The illness produced by the hardships of a long voyage was agera-

vated by the great scarcity of provisions in the colony and proved fetal

to some 200 of the company, even before the winter set in—among whom

were the Lady Arabella and also Coddington' s wife. In those roujh

times it was indeed the survival of the fittest and now upon them rested
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the burden of providing sufficient protection from the winter's cold

blasts. Coddington from the first was one of the most active in the set-

tlement and aided in procuring corn from the Indians at this critical

time. Returning to Engl md in the following year he wrote to John

Cotton from London, June, 1632—"I am thank God in bodily health,

yet not enjoying that freedom of spirit being withheld from the place

which my soul desireth and my heart earnestly worketh after." This

shows, says Hutchinson, with what zeal Coddington had embarked in

this undertaking.

While in London settling his affairs, he took unto himself another

wife—the name not recorded—as far as one knows—and returned with

her to America soon afterwards. He continued his activities and was

most successful in all the industries he promoted—especially his Agri-

cultural improvements at Braintree and his trade with the Indians pros-

ecuted principally in voyages along the coast. He chose to distinguish

his success by erecting the first brick dwelling house in Boston.

Winthrop in his journal bears witness to his remarkable generosity

and to his manifest disposition " to improve the condition of lowly man."

His liberal views in public matters appear in the policy he advocated

in 1634 of the reservation to the town—of Boston Common—ever sub-

sequently and to this day regarded as the pride of the Metropolis. He
was elected at this time a member of the Military Commissions of

the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, who were entrusted with large and

discretionary powers—even to the power of life and limb.

Now Boston grew very rapidly as the settlers increased in numbers.

The record says that 298 ships came over from England bringing 21,000

passengers in the succeeding 10 years.

Among them came John Cotton He had been summoned before

the High Court on a charge of non conformity in 1633 but made good

his escape from Boston and sailed for America soon after. On his

arrival—by the advice of the Governor, Council and Elders, he was

elected a teacher of the Church of Boston which then constituted the

Freemen of the town. He. more than any other individual contributed

to the formation of the Civil and Ecclesiastical polity of the Massachu-

setts Colony. He introduced the Congregational form of Church gov-

ernment which differed in some respects from that established in Ply-

mouth. His preaching was highly spiritual and exerted a vast influ

ence over the people.

The Puritan Ministers though most earnest and sincere maintained

a stern and implacable rule. They were prohibitionists—living under

the law of " Thou shalt not !
"—and believing that only by their works

—

in other words—obedience to law—could they keep themselves from

eternal condemnation. John Cotton having more spirituality looked
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out! upon life with a greater discernment. He saw beyond the law and

prohibition—the unspeakable love and mercy without which there

could be no salvation. He preached that the practice of moral ethics

alone were not sufficient for salvation but that only by the indwelling of

the Holy Spirit and by- faith in the supreme love of God could one be

a true follower of Christ and join in His redemption. Salvation by

faith ! by grace ! A new idea which seemed to Wilson, Peters and

others unjustifiable and dangerous doctrine.

Among the closest of Cotton's followers was a Mrs. Ann Hutchin.

son—wife of William Hutchinson, who had known him in England and

had great admiration for his preaching. She was endowed with much
power of intellect and gift of eloquence and interpreted his doctrine in a

week day lecture, held at her own house. Mrs. Hutchinson's house

occupied the Old Corner Book store lot on Washington street. In those

days it was in the better quarter of the town—not far from the Church

and nearly opposite the house of Governor Winthrop. Here she held

her lectures— attended solely by women at first but after men came also.

As the lectures grew in popularity they excited much wide spread atten-

tion. Mrs. Hutchinson sought to inculcate the. covenant of Grace as

against that of Works and extolled John Cotton as the pre-eminent

teacher of this doctrine. The other ministers began to take alarm—their

anger and jealousy were aroused and they accused Mrs. Hutchinson of

trying to introduce the dangerous heresy of Antinomianism. In plain

English this long word seems to mean *"A disparagement ol the value

of good works by unscriptural representations of Grace."

About this time there came upon the scene an interesting charac-

ter—Henry Vane, son of Sir Henry Vane, Secretary of State and Comp-
troller of the household under Charles 1st. He had espoused the Puritan

Cause, much to his father's dismay, and finding no sympathy in his

home he resolved to emigrate to America. He sailed in the ship
44
Abigail," reaching Boston in October, 1635. There he was warmly

welcomed by Winthrop and others and was almost immediately elected

a member of the Church. His presence in the community soon made
itself felt and the Pequod War breaking out soon after his arrival he

took a leading part in the policy adopted, and with Coddington and

others formed a treaty with the powerful Chief Miantinomo, thus win-

ning the good will of the Narragansett Sachems. He also managed with

much tact the restoration of the cross to the British flag which had been

cut out at the instigation of Endicott who considered it a compromise to

popery. By his prominence in these matters and by his popular in-

gratiating spirit, he was elected Governor of the Colony, though only

* Savage's notes to Winthrop Journal
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twenty-four years of age. He showed so much tact and good statesman-

ship during the first year that he was again elected to the office. He
had, however, been much offended at the illiberality of the ministers in

the case of Mrs. Hutchinson and her brother-in-law, Mr. Wheelwright.

He sympathized with Cotton with whom he had taken up his abode on

his first arrival, and he believed no one should be persecuted for matters

of conscience. About this time he received urgent letters to return to

England and having been given permission to withdraw he sailed in the

summer of 1637.

One would like to dwell on the character of this remarkable man
who became one of the foremost thinkers of his age and was noted later

for his able statesmanship during the Revolutionary period in England.

There by his aid and influence, exerted from time to time in succeeding

years, Rhode Island was much benefitted.

The notoriety of Mrs. Hutchinson increased to such an extent and

the ministers became so disquieted as to threaten a disturbance in the

Church. Winthrop feared the downfall of his well established Theocracy

and thought it was time to interfere. Mrs. Hutchinson was reprimanded

for preaching such strange doctrine and when she continued openly to

do so, was arrested together with her brother-in-law, John Wheelwright,

a minister settled at Braintree, who preached the same views, and they

were kept in confinement until such time as they could be brought to

trial. This trial was one of the most dramatic events of those early days

and was held in Newtown—now Cambridge—on account of the intense

feeling among the people in Boston. Tradition says that so great was

the interest of all classes that nearly the whole of Boston thronged to

Cambridge to witness, if possible, the proceedings in the matter."

"We have unhappily no space to give to the trial in detail here

—

but are chiefly concerned in the attitude of Coddington, who with

Coggeshall, Aspinwall and others was much displeased at the illiberality

shown towards Mrs. Hutchinson. " He was a magistrate, an old and

honored official," says Charles F. Adams in his account of this event. " a

man classed in popular estimation with Winthrop and Endicott as one

of the founders of the Colony. He on the last day of the trial stood

up and faced the Court with true courage, though in a hopeless minority

and regardless of consequences. He forcibly entered his protest that his

dissent might appear to after times." Though the court listened with

respect, it was all to no purpose and Mrs. Hutchinson with her brother-

in-law, Mr. Wheelwright, received the sentence of excommunication

from the Church and banishment from the colony.

Coddington after a conference with his friends, Coggeshall, Brenton.

Clarke and others, resolved to aid Mrs. Hutchinson and her immediate

adherents in their quest for a new home outside of Massachusetts or any
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existing plantation. Thus for a second time did he voluntarily go out

into the wilderness—sacrificing home, his friends and his position

among them. He also sacrificed all his business interests—his im-

proved farm lands at Braintree, together with hi3 new brick house in

Boston— all abandoned for the principle which actuated him on leaving

England, viz : liberty to worship God according to his conscience and

the granting of the same to all others.

Nothing daunted he, with his little company, started in March,

1638, to brave the elements and to find their way through infinite ob-

stacles to a settlement somewhere unknown. The weather was still

cold and blustering and they hoped to reach a more genial climate

which John Clarke had heard existed at Hudson's River or on Delaware

Bay. The little bark or shallop freighted with their property and some

provisions was being guided by pilots through the shoals of Cape Cod

and they journeyed overland to meet the vessel in Narragansett Bay.

They came to Providence where Roger Williams had made a temporary

dwelling place and where a few settlers—some 12 in number—had fol-

lowed him. Roger Williams received them with kindly hospitality and

desirous of having them as neighbors he pointed out two advantageous

places at either of which they might find proper accommodation and

qualifications for a good settlement. These were Sowames—now called

Barrington or Swanzy—and Aqiiidneck in Narragansett Bay. Roger

Williams offered to accompany Coddington to Plymouth to ascertain

whether or not its pattente included these desirable localities. Gov.

Bradford at this time said that Aquidneck was without the Plymouth

Patent. He informs Winthrop by letter that "it only was excepted out

of our pattente." Swanzy was regarded as "the garden of Plymouth's

jurisdiction."

Coddington and his friends resolved to found their independent

Colony on Aquidneck Island provided they could make a satisfactory

purchase from the Sachems. They went down to the neighborhood of

Smith's trading place where the Sachems held their barbaric Court.

There they negotiated for the sale of the Island of Aquidneck—the Deed
of which was signed by Canonicus and Miantinomo, the two chief

Sachems of the Narragansett tribe, March 24th, 163S. In this and

other transactions with the Sachems—Roger Williams gave his gener-

ous aid. He had acquired a partial knowledge of the Indian language

and in various intercourse with the chiefs he had gained their confi-

dence and good will. Roger Williams however ascribes the purchase

of the Island for forty fathoms of Wampum or white peage—not so

much to the price paid as to the great regard and atTection of the

Sachems for Henry Vane, who had wron their good will by his kind

treatment of them in Boston. The Deeds for the Island and some ad-
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jacent lands—as signed by the different chiefs, are all on record and are

curiously descriptive of those primitive times—coats, hoes and spades

being exacted as an extra charge for the privilege of cutting grass on

Canonicut, Tiverton, etc. Coddington and his company, of which there

were now only 18 heads of families landed at Pocasset on the Northeast

side of the Island, where there was a good harbour and also an abundance

of pure spring water. When they had prepared some protection again.-t

the weather, they directed their attention to a form of Government.

Now they professed the morals and manners of Puritans—in their ven-

eration for the Bible, obedience to law—and habits of frugality and self

denial. They subscribed to the following form of government, uniquf-

in the annals of more modern times and which had been previously

drawn up while on their way to Aquidneck.

1st day of the 1st month 1638 (March being considered at that

time the first month of the year) " We, whose names are underwritten

do hereby solemnly in the presence of Jehovah incorporate ourselves

into a Body politick and as He shall help will submit our persons, lives

and estates unto our Lord Jesus Christ—the King of Kings and Lord

of Lords and to all those most perfect and most absolute laws of His

—

given us in holy word of truth to be guided and judged thereby/' Wil-

liam Coddington is the first signature to the document. They pro-

ceeded to elect a Judge or Governor and Coddington was unanimously

chosen for that office. By the records during the first year of his gov-

ernment— practical measures were taken for the proper working of the

little Commonwealth. Lands were allotted—an excise act on the pur-

chase of these lands adopted, the trade in venison with the Indians

regulated, a system of military training instituted and mode of military

equipment designated. The building of a meeting house was planned

on the neck of land which leads to the main part of the Island. A large

Common was measured off to be fenced in with post and rail. The farm

at that end of the Island is called ' Common Fence Farm ' to this day.

A house of entertainment also for strangers was authorized to be built,

and as early as May, 1638, a pair of stocks and a whipping post were

ordered to be provided and a prison erected—all these precautionary

measures were gradually carried out.

Towards the end of the year—Coddington was fortified in his gov-

ernment by the election of three of the principal men to the office of

elders. A Clerk and Secretary had been already chosen. Courts of law

were established with regular quarterly sessions. The Judge was en-

trusted with judicial power and was also chief executive officer.

During the first year a number of persons were added to the Com-

munity—among others, Samuel Gorton. He had come over from Ply-

mouth where he had had some trouble with the authorities —a few





months after the settlement at Pocasset. This same Samuel Gorton

• .roved to be a veritable thorn in the flesh. He wa3 a restless, discon-

tented mortal—always at variance with the existing state of things and

wherever he went stirred up strife and rebellion.

Now Mrs. Hutchinson, after settling herself and family at Pocasset,

had directed her active mind against some of the judgments of Codding-

ton and began to look with envious eyes on his position as chief judge.

She was ambitious that her husband should possess the office and in

that way that she might have the reins of government in her own hands.

It is not likely that she could have succeeded, if it had not been that

Samuel Gorton aided and abetted in disaffecting some of the freemen.

There is no account of this to be found in R. I. records, but Winthrop,

who was generally well informed as to the events in the different planta-

tions, writes in his journal as follows :

" At Aquiday (Aquidneck) the people grew very tumultuous and

put out Mr. Coddington and the other three magistrates and chose Mr.

Wm. Hutchinson only, a man of a very mild temper and weak parts

and wholly guided by his wife who had been the beginner of all the

former troubles in the country, and still continued to breed disturbance.

"

After events tend to show that Winthron was probably rightly in-

formed and also that Gorton found great fault with the government at

Pocasset—unauthorized, as he claimed it was, by the British govern-

ment. A new government under the authority of King Charles was

formed at Pocasset and signed April, 1639, by 29 persons, 16 of whom
could only make their mark. It was headed by William Hutchinson

and Samuel Gorton. In this government inhabitants and freemen we re

alike admitted to the elective franchise, and it was remarkablv dis-

tmguished by its profuse grants of land. The settlement was named by

them Portsmouth.

This insurrection, embracing as it did a number of the settlers,

seemed at first very menacing to the government established by Cod-

dington and his friends. They were not dismayed, however, by this

untoward event. A much better opportunity for the planting of their

commonwealth presented itself at the southern end of the island, where

there was a spacious, fine harbor and a number of good springs.

Tradition tells us that a broad, almost impenetrable marsh extended

along the harbor front—where the Newport wharves now are. and at

first it seemed an insuperable obstacle to their plans, but it was later

fired by the Indians and filled in more or less with shale and gravel

and thus gradually redeemed from its primitive state.

In the midst of insurrection at Pocasset our original purchasers of

the island still held to the polity they had formed for the Plantation and

in addition signed the following agreement :
*' It is agreed by us whose
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hands are underwritten to propogate a Plantation in the midst of the

island or elsewhere and we engage ourselves to bear equal charges an-

swerable to our strength and estate in common. And that our deter-

mination shall be by major voice of Judge and Elders—the Judge to

have a double voice." On the 28th of April, 1639, the Body Politick

was transferred to the southwest part of the island and on the 16th of

May the plantation established here was called Newport. The town

was settled on both side3 of a stream that ran from an abundant spring

at the north part of Tanner street, ran down Marlboro Street and

emptied into the cove at the foot. It was of sufficient size in those daya

to admit of vessels loaded with seven cords of wood. These vessels

sailed up the stream from the cove and unloaded on its banks to the

eastward of Thames Street. Coddington's house was situated in Marl-

boro Street on the north bank of this stream directly opposite Duke

Street. The house of Nicholas Easton, the first English built house in

Newport, was likewise situated on the north bank of the stream near the

Friends Meeting House in Farewell Street.

This stream and others in the course of time have almost disap-

peared, dwindling to diminutive brooks, but the springs beneath remain

an inexhaustible source of pure water to supply the fountain at the foot

of the Mall and to give refreshment to man and beast.*

The house allotments were limited to four acres. According to a

schedule furnished by the court of the judge and elders, comparatively

large farms were laid out to the principal inhabitants at a fixed rate per

acre. These divisions of land were all entered in the Book of Land

evidence. The same rules and regulations as were adopted at Pocas- t

were transferred to the new Plantation.! The trade with the Indians

and the fishing banks were declared to be free to the inhabitants of the

town. Regulations as to the corn grounds and to the various cattle

were made—as also for the preservation of the timber within the limits

of the township—rules for which were carefully designated.

During this first year forty-two inhabitants were added to the

town. Its population was steadily increasing. Commissioners were

appointed to negotiate with the rebellious brethren at Pocasset by an

interchange of conciliating propositions. The great opponents to

Union were still found to be Mrs. Hutchinson and Samuel Gorton.

At the meeting of the General Court of Freemen at Newport, March

12, 1640, ten of the freemen from Pocasset presented themselves

desirous to be reunited to this Body Politick—and were readily em-

braced by them. " It was agreed by this ' Body United ' if there shall

* This was the case in 1S78

t These rules and regulations, many of which I have forborne to read,

would furnish a remarkable model for the settlement of any modern town.
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be any person found meet for the service of the same in either Planta-

tion, if there be no just exception against him—upon his orderlie pres-

entation he shall be received as a freeman thereof.'' Eight other

persons of Pocasset were then received. The Chief Magistrate of the

Island was to be called Governor and the next Deputy Governor

—

this to stand for a decree. The Governor and two assistants to be

chosen in one town and Deputy Governor and two other assistants in

the other town.

Thus Coddingtonby his firmness and wise measure^ re-established

the polity to which he had committed himself in March, 1638. and this

continued until 1647 and while he was the acknowledged Head of the

little Republic. In the meantime there were many laws made and

rules and regulations as circumstances necessitated. In August 1640

the town of Newport established a public school to promote sound

learning and the proper education of youth. One hundred acres were

settled upon the teacher and an hundred acres were appropriated for

the school, u to encourage," as the Record says, " the poorer sort and

to train up their youth in learning."

On first coming to Aquidneck the settlers had desired and de-

pended on the assistance of Rev. Mr. Wheelwright for their Minister

expecting that he would accompany his sister-in-law, Mrs. Hutchin-

son, to Pocasset, but he, hearing of a proper place further north, de-

cided to go there and was instrumental in settling Exeter in New
Hampshire. In the meantime John Clarke who had been educated as

a physician and was a man of letters carried on a public worship either

in the open air or some enclosed building at first, until Mr. Lenthal

of Weymouth was called and admitted a freeman August 6th, 1640.

Later he was asked by vote to keep the public school. For his en-

couragement he was granted and to his heirs likewise an hundred

acres and four more for a house lot. It was also voted that while he

continued to teach the school he should have the use of the land ap-

propriated for that purpose. He however did not remain in Newport

more than two years according to tradition, and the authorities, failing

to find another minister, appointed John Clarke in 1642 to continue

services as he had done before. He having joined the Anabaptists

introduced at that time the Baptist form of Church service.

The first Meeting House at Newport was built east of the Main

West Road at a place now called " Green End" and in 164S there

were 15 members in full communion, says Calendar. Though this

Plantation had been founded on the principle of Liberty of Conscience

it was thought best to incorporate it into a distinct enactment of the

legislature, therefore on the 16th of March, we find li
It is ordered by

the authorities of the present Court that none be accounted a delin-
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quent for doctrine, provided it be not directly refrigerent to the gov-

ernment or laws established," and by subsequent Court this law of

Liberty of Conscience was confirmed. At the same time by a decree

of the Court, the Island of Aquidneck was henceforth to be called

Rhode Island.

In 1642 a committee was appointed to consult about the procura-

tion of a Patent for this Island and islands and the lands adjacent.

Sir Henry Vane was to be advised by letter of this desire on the part

of the freemen of Rhode Island. The committee appointed are the

Governor, the Deputy and four assistants, the Secretary, Captain

Jeffries, Captain Harding and Dr. John Clarke. Whether this com-

mittee entrusted Roger Williams with this Petition to the English au-

thorities does not appear by the records or any document now extant.

It is evident that the little Republic had no ambitious designs but de-

sired a Patent in order to confirm its right in possession of these lands.

Now Samuel Gorton at a meeting of the Court of Pocasset about

this time was brought to trial for some minor offense. He however

showed such contempt of court and used such insulting language to

the judge and officers that Coddington to preserve order and a proper

dignity before the court was obliged to condemn him to the Whipping

Post (the usual punishment at that time for refractory and disorderly

persons) and his abettors, Weeks and Holden, to be put in the Stocks.

They were also banished from the Island and dritted to Providence

where Gorton became a sore trial to Roger Williams, causing much
dissension among the settlers there. Some of them, William Arnold

and others, despairing of redress, appealed to Massachusetts and asked

to have their lands taken under the protection of the authorities there

Now Massachusetts had been for some years desirous of extending her

borders to the Narragansett Country and gaining an outlet to Narra-

gansett Bay. This overture from Providence seemed to further her

wishes, and was one of the links of the chain of events which gave rise

to all the trouble subsequently overtaking Rhode Island.

The New England Confederacy consisting of Massachusetts, Ply-

mouth, Connecticut and New Haven was formed in 1643, supposedly

as a defence against the Indians or any other threatening foe. Rhode
Island and Maine were not allowed to have any part in the Confed-

eracy and seemed purposely excluded, leaving them in a more unpro-

tected and exposed situation than ever.

While Roger Williams was in England procuring a charter for

Providence Plantations, the Massachusetts Government were attempt-

ing to annex by a similar Patent most of the lands now included in the

State of Rhode Island and expressly those of the Narragansett

Country. This Charter or Grant was actually obtained by Massachu-
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setts. The influence of Sir Henry Vane however in procuring the

charter of Providence Plantations for Roger Williams probably invali-

dated in great measure the pretentions of Massachusetts and saved

Rhode Island from being literally swallowed whole.

Connecticut now began to make claim in the direction of Provi-

dence and in 1644 one John Brown was sent from Plymouth to declare

in the assembly at Newport, that the Island of Aquidneck was a part

of the grant given to her in the ancient Pattente from King James,

and they " the Plymouthians by their chartered rights forbade the ex-

ercise of any authority therein, unless allowed by their Government."

One may easily imagine how dark and threatening on all sides seemed

the clouds over the heads of Coddington and his friends.

In the meantime Roger Williams returned with the Charter,

called "the Incorporation of Providence Plantations in the Narragan-

sett Bay in New England '' and was received with demonstrations of

much rejoicing by the freemen of Providence who might now hope for

a confirmation, of their rights of possession.

Samuel Gorton, weary at last of contention, in 1645 purchased

some land of the Narragansett Country from the Indians and retired

there with a few adherents to make a settlement. The) were not

allowed to possess it in peace. Massachusetts made good her claims

and only after years of trouble and when Gorton had been to England

and obtained a patent from the Earl of Warwick, was the matter set-

tled.

Coddington through all these circumstances of menace and diffi-

culty continued his government of the Island towns having been

chosen Governor year after year. The nature of this Government
agreed upon in 1641 was styled a " Democracie or proper Government."

Providence met with the Island towns from time to time but the dis

tance being great and intercourse difficult the towns for the most part

governed themselves. Perhaps this may account for the fact that the

Charter brought over by Roger Williams was not acted upon for some
years. There were divisions of opinion as to its practicability, and

Coddington with others felt very doubtful whether this Charter includ-

ing as it did the much disputed Warwick would be of sufficient sta-

bility to keep off encroachments of powerful neighbors. Yet at length

in 1647 we fi nd the delegates of the four towns meeting in Portsmouth

and taking action under the Charter. John Coggeshall, Gentleman,

as he was styled in an early list of settlers, was chosen President of

the Province with one assistant from each town John Sandford of

Portsmouth, Wr

illiam Coddington of Newport, and Roger Williams of

Providence, with Randall H olden of Warwick. William Dyer, Gen-

eral Recorder and Jeremy Clarke, Treasurer. Now Coddington did
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not take his engagement. He was still much concerned for the safety

of the Island, and sought how he might protect it from the grasp of

Plymouth, rather than entangle himself and adherents in all the per-

plexities of the towns on the mainland. In his opinion only an alli-

ance with the United Colonists could strengthen their hold and

the Independence they had hitherto enjoyed.

On application to Plymouth for such alliance in behalf of ma*

the Freemen of Newport and Portsmouth, the Committee retur

an answer as follows, unless indeed they should be willing to recog-

nize Plymouth's claim to the Island as within her Patent and acknowl-

edge themselves to be within her jurisdiction. The refusal was a se

blow to Coddington. He would not relinquish the idea even then but

went to Plymouth hoping to convince Winslow of their undoubted

right 10 Aquidneck, having purchased it from the Indians with the t\:\'.

,consent of Governor Bradford, having possessed it some ten years

or more and having established thereon two flourishing towns, gov-

erning themselves from the beginning. Winslow was firm in his

determination to claim the Island but he endeavored to temporize

and conciliate Coddington, offering friendly relations and persuading

him that the Island would be more secure to him and his friends than

ever as it would be under the protection of the United Colonies, and

that being in the jurisdiction of Plymouth would make but little differ-

ence. Coddington's wishes were tempted by the specious argument.

But no, when he considered that the purpose, for which he and his

friends had braved so much, would be defeated, and also how unjust

and unbearable Winslow's claim was, he would none of it. He knew

that Winslow was going to England. He would go also and be there

before him to lay his case before the high Commissioners of State.

He left his farm and business affairs in the hands of an Agent and

sailed with his daughter almost immediately.

It was in the autumn of 1648 that he arrived and found the coun-

try plunged in the calamities of Civil War. More than a year elapsed

before he could find opportunity to present his Petition. Sir Henry

Vane was not in London at the time of Coddington's arrival. He had

broken with Cromwell for the first time on the subject of the King's

trial and execution and retired to his castle at Durham. In 164Q.

however, he returned to London and was placed on the Council of

State. It was at this time that Coddington saw him and advised with

him in his dilemma. Edward Winslow was in London also and pre-

paring to make good his claim for the Island of Aquidneck.

On the 6th of March, 1650, Coddington presented his Petition

which was referred by the Council of State to the Committee of for-

eign affairs.
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As this is a subject of especial interest to Rhode Islanders, I will

present some of the details of the transaction as recorded in the min-

utes of the Committee of the Council of State of England.

Die Mercurii—20th March, 1650. At the Committee, Sir Henry
Vane and Colonel Walton present. " In reading the petition of William

Coddington, Esq., referred to the Committee by order of the Council

of State of the 6th inst., praying for the grant of two Islands, viz.:

Aquidneck, alias Rhode Island and Qunnunagate Island, lying in the

Narragansett Bay in the parts ot America (which he purchased of the

Indians), with such immunities and acts of favor as have been granted

by the Parliament to others in the like case. Mr. Edward Winslow

being present at the reading of the petition desired time to be heard

alleging he hath a right thereto in behalf of New Plymouth, granted

to them by pattente from King James. Whereupon the Committee

ordered that business be reassumed at this committee on this day

seven night. And Mr. Winslow and Mr. Coddington to bring in such

evidence and witnesses as they have for the granting to the said Islands

and to bring counsel on both sides if they think fit.

Die Mercurii—27th of March, 1650. At the Com. present: Sir

Henry Vane, Col. Walton and Col. Staples.

In reading the Petition of William Coddington and concerning the

two Islands therein mentioned of which the Petition prays for a grant

from Parliament with such Immunities and acts of favor as hath been

granted to others in the like case. And upon hearing Mr. Edward
Winslow, according to a former order alleging he hath a right to one

of said Islands, viz.: Aquidneck Island, which was granted in a patent

from King James and belongs to New Plymouth, and on consideration

and weight of the evidence Mr. Winslow produced for the proving

of the title thereunto, it is the opinion of this Committee that nothing

hath appeared to them by anything produced by Mr. Winslow why the

desire of Mr. Coddington should not be presented to the Council of

State to be granted if they see fit. And in case Mr Winslow hath

anything further to offer the Committee in this business, it shall be

taken into consideration, and it is ordered that this day seven night be

appointed for the hearing of the same.

Die Martii—2d of April, 1650. At the Committee, present: Lord

Gray, Col. Walton, Mr. Chaloner. Ordered that the business depend-

ing before the Committee between Mr. Coddington and Mr. Winslow

appointed to be heard tomorrow be at the request of Mr. Winslow

(alleging he is enforced by the advice of his physician to take physic

for the preservation of his health)—deferred till to-morrow seven night

and all parties to have notice thereof.*

* So it seems at that time even physicians were enlisted in delaying pro-

ceedings of the Court already drawn out quite sufficiently, one would think
without their aid.
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On April 27th, the Committee of Admiralty were duly in session

to hear the petitions of Mr. Coddington and Edward Winslow. And
having heard Mr. Winslow's evidence, to prove that the Island of

Aquidneck was within the grant of their Ancient Pattente were of the

opinion that nothing appeared to them by anything Mr. Winslow pro-

duced why the desire of Mr. Coddington, in his petition before men-

tioned should not be presented to the Council of State to be granted,

if they. see fit, (the said Island not being particularly mentioned in the

said grant to New Plymouth), yet if Mr. Winslow had anything further

to produce in this matter, the Committee would take the same into

consideration. Whereupon another day was" appointed for the hearing

of the same with a like result, and the Committee therefore ordered

that the matter of tact, as it was here stated, be reported to the Council

of State.

It was nearly a year subsequently before the Council of State

were ready to give Coddington a commission for the government of

Rhode Island, March 26th, 165 1, and was referred to the Com. of Ex-

aminations.

Lord President Bradshaw and the Commissioners of the great

seal were appointed a Committee to consider the Draft of a Pattent

for William Coddington for the Government of Rhode Island and the

Council of State ordered a clause to be added to the Commission,

which reads, viz: "for William Coddington to take the engagement of

himself as Governor, and to tender it to the rest of the inhabitants of

Rhode Island and Ounnunagate Island, with power to administrate

the law so far as the Constitution of those places will permit in the

name of the keepers of the Liberties of England. By authority of

Parliament to raise forces for its defense, to appoint annually not more

than six Councellors, to be nominated by the freeholders of the towns

of Newport and Portsmouth and to tender the engagement to Coun-

cellors as well as electors. In case of his death the Councellors are

authorized to choose a Governor until Parliament or the Council of

State give further orders therein.

The Commission was signed by the President and sealed with the

seal of the Council of State.

N. H. I have the text of the Commission here but time does not

allow me to read it at present. It will be added to the published copy

of this paper.

Coddington was nearly three years in England and in the inter,

vals of business enjoyed meeting many of his old friends. There, too.

he met and married his third wife, Miss Anne Brinley, daughter of

Thomas Brinley, of Exon, England, auditor general under Charles
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ist and 2d. Her brother, Frances Brinley, came to Newport in 1652,

and married Hannah Carr, daughter of Caleb Carr—after Governor of

Rhode Island—founding the Brinley family of Newport and Boston.

Now Coddington had won his suit at last and saved Rhode Island

.from Winslow's grasp.- The Council of State had given him a Com-
mission and tendered to him the governorship, as a matter of course,

and he had accepted it apparently in the same spirit. For this Cod-

dington has been greatly blamed by modern writers, but when one

thinks of all the circumstances—in those early pioneer days—it seems

on the whole the most natural thing for him to have done. Be it re-

membered that he had helped to establish the "first experiment of a

Democracie—evidently his ideal of a government in the New World—
and while all was peaceful and smooth sailing, it seemed to work very

well. Afterwards, however, when surrounded by powerful opponents

and in danger of annexation, he did not think it strong enough in their

feeble condition. Only by some such fortified commission as had

been procured could the direct authority of the British Government

be invoked to help and defend in any emergency and at any given

time, and all fear of further trouble be allayed. His singleness of pur-

pose is shown in that he had apparently no doubt whatever, but that

his friends would be quite satisfied with his judgment in the matter

and have the same confidence they had reposed in him from the be-

ginning.

Calendar writing about eighty years after this event, in the dedi-

cation of his Century Sermon, and having heard at near hand the tra-

ditional pros and cons of the affair does not impugn the motives of

Coddington or hold him in any condemnation, but puts the emphasis

of blame on his fellow settlers, calling; them "ungrateful and over

jealous of their privileges." He also pronounces him at the end " a

good man, full of days.''

Be all this as it may, Coddington returned to America with his

wife and daughter and at first was received with enthusiasm and ap-

preciation of his three years labor and successful result. There were

little or no indications of opposition. He resumed the reins of govern-

ment amid the apparent consent of the people. The Governor held

some friendly intercourse with the United Colonies on the subject

of Refugees and proceeded to administer the Government according

to the principles of law and equity to which he had long been accus-

tomed. For the first time he felt the assurance of the protecting

power of the British State and hoped for a tranquil administration for

some years to come. But soon it was made e\ident that there was

an undercurrent of opposition and discontent. There had come to

the Island in Coddington's absence a number of would-be settlers, not
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of the better sort, many of them being discontents from other colonies

and not amenable to law and order and easily led to acts of

violence. It is said that Coddington's life was threatened at one

time. At all events this new element was most vexatious and gave

him many trying moments. He endeavored to restore confidence by

allaying public apprehension with regard to the rights of property and

publicly surrendered all title to the lands except his own individual

proportion. At the same time he upheld the dignity of the Courts

by administering even handed justice to friend and foe alike and to

the Dutch and to the English.

The opposers to Coddington's Government of which there were

now an increasing number both in Portsmouth and Newport met in

conclave and resolved to send John Clarke to England to obtain a

repeal of Coddington's commission. At tne same time the two north-

ern towns, who would not accept his Government, united in sending

Roger Williams to effect the renewal of their charter or to obtain a

new charter for the two towns. Clarke probably sailed from Man-

hattan and Roger Williams from Boston in 1652.

This public opposition to Coddington caused an unsettled feeling

in the community and gave excuse to the lawless ones to show their

hands. Coddington however still persevered in sustaining his gov.

ernment, feeling that he had no right to lay down his commission until

the Council of State should have given him permission to do so. As

it happened, his commission was never really annulled. It was only

when the Council of State itself had been superseded that he felt re-

lieved from the responsibility of the trust reposed in him.

It is singular that some ten years ago, the English copy of

Coddington's Commission was brought to America by the Bishop

of London, who had found it stowed away among some of the State

archives there, and thought it might be interesting to Americans as a

Colonial relic. Unfortunately it was not given to the State most

nearly connected with its origin or to the town whose eminent citizen

had procured it. The paper was sent to Washington and now this

much despised and dishonored Commission is reposing among the

treasured Colonial archives of the Record Office.

No one could have rejoiced more than Coddington when the Lord

Protector in March 1655 gave authority to the Colony to go on under

the Charter procured by Roger Williams in 1643. Coddington ap-

peared in the assembly of Commissions in March 1656, as a Commis-

sioner chosen from Newport and made this declaration. M
I, William

Coddington, do freely submit to the authority of His Highness in this

Colony as it is now united." The assembly had in their possession the

records of Coddington's Government and in order to shield certain in-
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dividuals from just punishment and to destroy the presumptive proof

of their guilt, these records were ordered by the assembly to be cut

out, and while it was being done Coddington was denied the privilege

of sitting in Commission with the Court. This is why there are no

early records after the year 1644

The Government continued under this Charter of 1643 un til ln

1662 John Clarke who had remained in England as agent of the Colony

and had done signal service in that capacity, procured from Charles

2d a new and more complete Charter by which the province was in-

corporated a body politick by the name of "The Governor and com-

pany of the Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in New Eng-

land, in America." It was granted by King Charles at an auspicious

moment and soon after he had ascended the throne, and was perhaps

one of the wisest acts of Charles the second's reign, considering Lord

Rochester's well known adage of him " He never said a foolish thing

and never did a wise one."

John Clarke is said to have been the author of the text of the

charter which includes the holding "forth a lively experiment with full

liberty in religious concernments, etc," and as a legal document of its

kind has been rarely equalled.

And gentlemen, Rhode Island kept that Royal Charter safely

through the vicissitudes of nearly 200 years of its existence and under

its auspices, besides adding to the History of our common country

some glorious pages emblazoned with heroic daring in naval and mil-

itary achievement and enjoying a large measure of peace, prosperity

and happiness.

Coddington though for a time retired from public life, yet never

lost interest in the welfare of his beloved Island. He devoted himself

in succeeding years to his extensive agricultural pursuits on his farm

at Coddington Point and also raised sheep and horses of the best

breed, for the latter of which there was always a demand from the

West Indies. He became interested in the form of religion professed

by the Sect called ' Quakers ' and discovered in the doctrine of Interior

Light an affinity with the doctrine of Grace which he had long enter-

tained, and traced in his own mind to the early teachings of John
Cotton. He entertained the Quakers who came to Newport in direct

voyages from the Barbadoes and Jamaica and in 1672 George Fox, the

noted Preacher and Founder of the Sect, visited him at his house in

Marlboro Street which was called ' New Lodge.' There, at the meet-

ings multitudes came to hear him preach. Yearly gatherings from

the different states were held at New Lodge ' until late in the century,

when a meeting house was erected on Farewell street, not far from the

present Friends Meeting House.
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In spite of the high handed usurpation so often urged to such an

extent against Coddington as to almost efface all that he did first and

last for the colony, it seems that his fellow townsmen did not lose their

confidence in his integrity or judgment. He was frequently caller:

upon to help in times of stress and trial and contributed largely to

public benefactions. Later he was induced to take up office again.

He acted as Commissionor in r666, then deputy Governor and in 1675

and 1676 was made Governor of the Colony. He died holding that

office in 1678, ending Governor, as he had begun as First Judge forty

years before. He was buried in the plot of ground which he had left

in his will for a Friend's Cemetery on Farewell street.

In reviewing the foundation and shaping of the State of Rhode
Island there seem to be three figures, standing out prominently in the

foreground, Roger Williams, William Coddington and John Clarke,

sometimes called the beloved Clarke. Of these Roger Williams looms

up a hero of the highest manhood, truth and courage. He had early

seen the true vision and self was forgotten in the spirit of universal

brotherhood which he exemplified in the New World as no one else

had done. He was also a strong advocate for religious toleration, and

as a Writer and Preacher published and promulgated the doctrine far

and wide, and was also the first to suffer for it.

William Coddington however who was the Statesman greatly in-

strumental in giving Rhode Island her first code of laws, and who for

a number of years shaped her policy, was the first to establish in con-

crete form and confirm by act of legislature this great principle in the

year 1641.

Here on this island which we all love, was publicly recorded by

act of government under 'the leadership of William Coddington, for

the first time in the whole civilized world, the law of liberty of con.

science for all men.

The turn of the wheel of evolution has left its mark here, in the

very soil beneath our feet, which after, spread gradually and surely

over the face of all civilized lands, changing the dark frown of bigotry

and narrowness into the universal smile of peace and good will.

Let us remember, we of Rhode Island proper, this important fact,

and never forget to accord due justice and praise to the name of

William Coddington.
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NOTE.

The Commission of Government for the Islands Aquidtieck, alias

Rhode Island, and Qunnagate Jsland by the Council

of State to William Coddington is as follows

:

Whereas by a late act of Parliament of the 3d of October, it is

granted to the Council of State to have power and authority over all

such Islands and all other places in America as have been planted at

the cost, and settled by the people and Authority of this nation. And
there or in any of the said Islands and Places to institute Governors
and to grant Commission or Commissions to such Person or Persons
as they shall think fit, and to do all just things and to use all lawful

means for the benefit and preservation of the said Plantations and
Islands, in peace and safety until the Parliament shall take other and*

further order therein. Any letters Pattente or other Authority for-

merly granted or given to the contrary notwithstanding.
And whereas William Coddington, Esq., at the great hazard cost

and charges of himself and others did about the year 1637 resolve to

plant or set down upon Aquidneck, alias Rhode Island, and Qunnun-
gate, being islands inhabitated and frequented by the Indians, lying

within the Narragansett Bay in the Northern part of America, and did

for valuable consideration purchase the said Island of and from the
two chief Sachems of the Narragansetts and of the neighboring
Sachems of South Ancett ; and of and from the two petty Sachems
of the said Island with the consent of the Native people thereof,

wherein the said William Coddington and others have ever since been
and now are in quiet and peaceable possession and seizure.

Forasmuch also as the said YVilliam Coddington aforesaid and
others are desirous to go on in the populating and planting of the said

Islands and to put themselves and the said Islands under the protec-
tion ot this State ; and to hold and to enjoy the same by and under
the grant, power and authority of this Nation and State of England.
The said Council for the better encouragement of the said adventurers,
and carrying on so good a work, reposing confidence in the abilities,

wisdom, faithfulness and good affection of you, the said William Cod-
dington, do by these presents make and constitute you to be Governor
of the said Islands, hereby giving and granting unto you the said Will-

iam Coddington, full power and authority to take upon you the office

and exercise of the Government of the said Islands and to cause equal
and indifferent justice to be duly administered to all the good people
'n the said Islands inhabiting, according to the law established in this

'and, as far as the Constitution of those places will permit ; and in

the name of the Keepers of the Liberties of England by Authority of

Parliament and to use and observe the same and no other form or stile

• n all Commissions, Writings, Deputations, Instructions and in all

other legal and civil proceedings, but according to the forms directed
ny this present Parliament, since the Abolishing of Kingship and al-

teration of Government.
And you are further to raise forces for defence ; and execute and

do, all other just things and use all lawful means to settle, improve and
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preserve the said Islands in peace and safety until the Parliament
shall take other and further order therein, into whom or to the Council
you are to give an account of your proceedings, from tyme to t\

and to present as things emerge, what you conceive to be for the g
of the said Islands and for the advantage and interest of this Common-
wealth in the well ordering and disposing of the same.

Moreover you, the said William Coddington, after your entrance
upon the government of the said Islands are to call unto yourself

for the better discharge of your office and government a council con-

sisting of Persons rightfully qualified for judgment and good affec:

to the interest of this commonwealth, not exceeding the number
six, after the manner hereafter set down and expressed : viz : T..

the said Persons shall be nominated by such freeholders of the to

of Newport and Portsmouth within the said Islands as shall be
affected to the government of this Commonwealth, according to your

instructions, and the Act in that case provided, and afterwards

chosen and confirmed by you, the said Governor, which said Persons
so nominated and afterwards chosen by you, the said Governor as

aforesaid, or any three, or more of them shall sit in council and all to

be assisting unto you in the affaires belonging to your trust, until

tyme twelve months, at which tyme a new Election is to be made as

aforesaid and so annually.

And you have hereby power and are authorized to tender the En-

gagement in these words :
" I doe declare and promise that I will be

true and faithful to the Commonwealth of England, as it is now estab-

lished without a King or House of Lords, to those who shall be from

tyme to tyme elected as aforesaid to be of your said Councell ; which
Engagement they are to subscribe before they act anything as Coun-
cellors as aforesaid to be of your said Councell ; and you are also to

tender the said Engagement to all those who by this present Commis-
sion are to have a voyce in the said Election who have not first sub-

scribed the said Engagement. The said Persons or Councell are

hereby also authorized in case of your absence, or death, to make
choice of some other fit person, qualified as aforesaid to succeed you

in the Government until the Parliament or CounceJ of State shall give

further order therein, care being taken always by yourself and Councell.

•that the Interests of this Commonwealth be preserved according to the

just and true meaning of the powers, herewith to you given.

Signed in the name and by order of the Councell of State ap-

pointed by the Authority of Parliament.

John Bradshaw,
President.

Whitehall, April 165 1,

Of the Councell.
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SOCIETY NOTES
EDITORIAL

In issuing this, the fifth number

of the Bulletin, at the commence-

ment of the New Year, the Society

is to be congratulated upon its con-

tinuance to the present date, and
the belief is expressed that suffi-

cient interest may be manifested to

insure its publication in the future.

We believe that thus far it has

proved of great value, and it is to

be hoped that the Society's finances

may in time be sufficient to sustain

it, without trespassing too much
upon individual generosity.

We present in this issue a " Dis-

course on the Life and Character

of William Coddington," written by

the late Dr. David King, and deliv-

ered by him before the Rhode Isl-

and Historical Society more than

thirty-five years ago. The manu-
script came into the hands of his

daughter, Mrs. William H. Birck-

head, who kindly read it at our

meeting in November last. It has

received some additions and cor.

rections by Mrs. Birckhead, who
is deeply interested in Rhode Isl-

and history, and, like her distin-

guish jd father, an admirer of Cod-
dington. Coddington has been

quite severely censured by Rhode
Inland historians, especially Arnold,

Turner and Richman, for his hav-

lng proceeded to England and got-

ten himself appointed governor for

•tfe of the islands of Aquidneck and

Conanicut. Mr. Sidney S. Rider

in his Historical Tract No. 4, pub-

lished in 1878, which contains the

paper on Coddington prepared by

Dr. Henry E. Turner, one of our

former presidents, says in nis in-

troductory note, "A view more

favorable to the memory of Mr.

Coddington has been presented by

Dr. David King of Newport, which

the publisher expects to incorporate

into this series. The conduct of

Coddington," he continues, "offers

a legitimate subject of historic in-

quiry for Rhode Island students,

and any matters which will tend to

lift the shadow from the good name

of Coddington will be received with

satisfaction by all Rhode Island

scholars." The expectation of Mr.

Rider to publish the paper of Dr.

King was not realized and it is fit-

ting that it should be printed for

the first time in the Bulletin of the

Society of which he was one of the

founders and the first president.

MEETINGS

On November 18 the Society

held its regular quarterly meeting

when an unusually large attendance

witnessed the general desire to

listen to the paper on Governor

Coddington read by our fellow mem-

ber Mrs. Birckhead.

The Librarian presented an in-

teresting report announcing the

receipt of 36 books and pamphlets,
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two being written by members of

the Society. " A Few Sonnets and

Verses " by Esther Morton Smith,

and " My Life in the Army," by

Robert Tilney. Many interesting

objects have also been presented

to the Museum.
At a special meeting held De-

cember 17, an equally large audi-

ence enjoyed a most interesting

paper by Mrs. F. E. Chad wick,

upon General Washington's visit to

Newport in 1781. This paper will

soon be published in a special Bul-

letin. At this meeting five new
members were elected.

NEW MEMBERS.

The following have been elected

since the publication of the last

Bulletin

:

Life Member— Louis L. Loril

lard.

Sustaining Member— Mrs. Burke

Roche.

Annual Members—Miss Louisa

McAllister, Dr. Alexander J. An-

derson, Mrs. George A. Moriarty,

H. D. Spears, Prof. John W. Bur-

gess, Dr. Philip E. Clarke, Mrs.

Philip E. Clarke, Daniel Smith,

William Sargeant Kendall, Dr.

George L. Peabody, William S.

Stoddard.

Associate Members—Mrs. John

LaFarge, Mrs. Frank L. Peckham,

Dorothy Breese Hammett, Rev.

Sturgis Pearce, Mrs. William An-

drews, Jr.

ITEMS

Our contemporary, The New
York Genealogical and Biograph-

ical Record in its issue for Octo-

ber, 1912, contains a most interest-

ing genealogical sketch of our late

Vice President, Wm. Watts Sher-

man, by Capt. Richard Henry
Greene, one of the publication com-

mittee of the Record.

Our Society has received from

Mrs. Sherman an excellent portrait

of Mr. Sherman and a beautiful

memorial volume.

By the decease of Mrs. Mary L.

Southwick, which occurred Sept.

22d, 1912, widow of the late James
M. K. Southwick, one of our for-

mer Vice Presidents, the Society

will soon become into the posses-

sion of the legacy left to it by Mr.

Southwick. The amount of the

bequest is undetermined, as it de-

pends upon the sale of the property

of a business corporation in which

Mr. Southwick was interested.

The Vice President has presented

the Society with a large chandelier

for the library. This is not only a

great convenience to readers, but

enables the Society to use the room
for meetings during the winter

months.

The Ladies of the Col. William

Barton Chapter, Daughters of the

American Revolution, have pre-

sented to the town of Portsmouth

a flag and flag pole placed in front

of the Town Hall, which were dedi-

cated Aug. 29th last, with appro-

priate ceremonies, including a bril-

liant patriotic address by the Hon.

William P. Sheffield.
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BULLETIN
OF THE

Newport Historical Society

Number Six (extra number) NEWPORT, R. I. February, 1913
.

The Visit of General Washington to Newport

in 1781

A Paper Read Before the Society December 17th, 1912

By MRS. FRENCH E. CHADWICK

This paper upon Washington's visit to Rhode Island in

March, 1781, the visit being made to confer with Count Rocham-

beau, the commander of the French expeditionary army which had

arrived in Narragansett Bay July 10, 1780, had its origin in a dis-

cussion regarding documentary evidence of Washington's occu-

pancy of a certain pew in Trinity Church on the Sunday of his

stay in Newport. During the search I accidentally came across

every detail of his journey from his headquarters at New Windsor

on the Hudson and return. This so excited my interest that I

felt driven to deal with the whole journey, and with the question

of the pew as merely an incident.

The papers which I mention as having accidentally found are

the memoranda of expenses in the handwriting itself of Colonel

Tench Tilghman, one of Washington's aides. I came across

these in a search last winter in the Congressional Library at

Washington. Tilghman gives the whole of the expenses of the

journey in detail.

The paper is headed :
u Dr.—The United States to Lt. Colo.

Tilghman—Cr. 1781 March. To cash Pd Expenses of the Com-





mander in Chief to Newport and back to New Windsor—viz.:"

(Here followed the details).

Before proceeding to mention expenditures, it is necessary to

state that these are given in the Continental Currency which at

the time of Washington's journey may be taken as at least sixty

dollars in paper to one of specie. On May i, 17S1, the Pennsyl-

vania Council officially rated it at 175 to 1 and it soon dwindled

to the value of old paper only.

Following the items, I find the General started from I

Windsor on the Hudson, between Newburgh and West Point,

with his two aids, Colonel Tench Tilghmau and David Humph-
reys, and also li Major General Robert Howe." They CKM
the river to Fishkill and made their first stop at Vanderburg's.

The time of starting was March 2nd, so that weather and roads

were at their worst.

On Erskine's Draught of Military Roads No. 35, the Van*
derburg farm is put down as Vanderberry's. In Fernow's N. Y.

State Archives Vol. 1 it is called Van DeBurgh, a farm just east

of where the Bushkill enters the Fishkill. In the General His-

tory of Dutchess County by Philip H. Smith, p. 140, there is a

picture of Colonel Vanderburgh's house. On page 141 it says

" It is stated that General Washington was once the guest of Col.

Vanderburgh at his house, having occasion to stop here when
passing between Fishkill and some Eastern points."

Here Colonel Tilghman spent 483 dollars for the party, prob-

ably for a meal for horses and men. The note attached to the

Memorandum says, u Old Continental money, which remained in

my. hands after the Commanler in Chief returned from Wethers-

field. Continental money then sunk entirely and was no longer

in circulation." Tench Tilghman.

From Vanderburgh's they went to Morehouse's, where is

now the town of Dover. In the Chastellux Diary when making

'somewhat the same journey he says :
" The inn I was going to,

is in the Oblong. It is kept by Colonel Moorehouse."

Here I fancy they took a longer rest as their expenses were

more than double, $1034 ;
probably they spent the first night

there. The next day there was a mishap, for the following item

is " Getting a horse out of Bull's Falls, $215." This point is

just on the borders of Connecticut ; de Chastilux says of it,
M The

Hjusatonick is not navigable and is easily forded near Bull's





Iron Works. We then turned to the left, it is impossible not to

be lost in admiration." The up-hill and down-dale of this region

is very lovely, but rough and stony the roads were no doubt, then

as now, for " Shoeing Horses $34 " comes next.

At Litchfield they only spend $687, so I think that the sec-

ond night as they went to the east was spent at Farmington and

at Litchfield as they returned.

It must be about fifty miles by the roads from Morehouse's

to Farmington but in the days when most of the traveling was

done on horse-back, this was not accounted too long a ride.

Colonel Israel Angell mentions in his diary that an officer on

scout duty rode 180 miles in three days.

Farmington was also a place of rest for de Chastellux, who
says (p. 36) " The next place I was to stop at, was Farmington.

Mr. Wadsworth fearing I should not find a good Inn there, gave

rne a letter of recommendation to one of his friends of the name of

Lewis where I should pay my reckoning as at an Inn. In fact,

when taverns are bad, or they are so situated as not to suit the

convenience of the travellers it is the custom in America to ask

lor quarters of some individual at his ease, who can spare room

in his house for you and stabling for your horse; the traveller and

his host then converse together on equal terms, but he is paid

merely as an inn-keeper."

The General's party probably arrived late at night, as they

had to stop for the shoeing and the next day, Sunday, March 4th,

they left for Hartford, where the General dined with his friend

Jonathan Trumbull, whose diary mentions u March 4th Dies

Dom, General Washington came with his aids Col. , Col.

Tilgham (sic) . The General left an order for a General Court

Martial—set out for Newport, Major General Howe with him."

The Diary of Ezra Stiles p. 519, says :
u His Excellency Gen-

eral Washington, passed thro' Hartford Ldsdy (Lordsday) the

4th inst in his way to Rhode Id to visit the French Division of

the Allied Armies under him."

In Stone's most interesting book " Our French Allies,"

speaking of the aids that accompanied General Washington on

this journey it says, " Hamilton and Humphreys with him."
It struck me as incorrect as soon as I read it, having seen Trum-
bull's Diary with the name of one of the aids omitted, for I

hardly felt that the name of so distinguished a man as Hamilton





was, even then, could have escaped Trumbull as he was writing

of the visit. On looking this point up carefully, the following

was established : the memorandum in the Congressional Library

is in Col. Tench Tilghman's own handwriting which proves very

conclusively that it was written at the time, as Varick was secre-

tary at headquarters and would be the one to enter it later.

Worthington Ford's " Writings of George Washington, M Vol. 14,

p. 433, says, Tench Tilghman was appointed Aid June 21st,

1780, and David Humphreys, June 23rd, 1780. I then proved

the fact that Hamilton did not accompany General Washington to

Rhode Island from finding this statement: " But not the least

striking incident of this period is that which resulted in the sud-

den close of his (Hamilton's) service to the Commander in Chief.

We have Hamilton's own account of the affair, written on Feb.

18th, 1781, two days after it happened. Then follows a detailed

account of Hamilton's keeping the General waiting and the quar-

rel which ended with the words "we part." Hamilton never

acted as aid again, although they remained friends to the end of

their days."*

The party were not allowed to spend anything in Hartford

for their entertainment and only on leaving did it cost them $84

for a ferry.

The next item is Bolton $540, probably for their dinner.

Baker's Itinerary makes the party branch from here to Lebanon

and review de Lauzun's troops, but I cannot find that they had

time for this as they must get on and spend the night at Potter's

at Little Rest, the modern Kingston, Rhode Island.

In Barber's " Historical Collection of Connecticut," p. 320,

it appears :

il Lebanon—De Lauzon's Legion, about 500 horsemen

wintered here. Their encampment was a little south of the

church. Rochambeau with five regiments stayed here about

three weeks and while here General Washington arrived, stayed

three days, and reviewed the troops, who were under the most

perfect discipline."

There was a good reason for Washington to press on. He
had been warned that his journey might be interrupted. About

this Worthington Ford quotes (pp. 164-6 vol. 9) a letter written

*The "Beacon Biographies, edited by James Schouler, Alexander Ham-
ilton by Cabot Lodge" p. 12.





before starting by General Washington from New Windsor to the

Marquis de Lafayette dated 25th February 1781 :

14 My dear Marquis. I do not think it very probable that 300
dragoons will trust themselves in the heart of Connecticut but I

have nevertheless given the intelligence to the Duke of Lauzun."

De Lauzun was then stationed at Lebanon.

Dr. Ezra Stiles in his Journal hopes that Washington will

take the southern road on his return and stop at New Haven.

In a letter written to Governor Hancock by General Wash-
ington from Hartford on his way back, he says

:

41 March 17th, 1781.

Sir, It would have afforded me the greatest pleasure, had I

been able to have extended my late visit to Newport, as far as

Boston, but the important operations, which may be expected to

the Southward, made it necessary for me to return as soon as pos-
sible to the North River."

The report of the raid from Long Island to capture him may
have had something to do with his having arranged to return by
the same route that he went. As one road was about as short as

the other 4< news from the Southward n would have reached him
on the shore line earlier if the expresses had been arranged to

meet him there, instead of further inland.

To return to the journey, the next stop is at Bolton and $540
is spent, the horses are shod again and this time they cost more

;

$45. Then they arrive at the "Rose of New England," Nor-

wich. Here the party seems to divide, as they have two items of

expense, 4t Tracy's Norwich, $214
44 Lothrop's do 720"

Miss Mary E. Perkins in tl Old Houses of Norwich," men-
tions these names, the owners of which resided on the green, or

principal square of the town. 44 Dr. Philomen Tracy lived on the

Green in Norwich, he was a practicing physician more than 55
years." I fancy the two generals stopped with him to dine

and the younger officers and men went to Lothrop's, which is

spoken of in the same book as follows: 4< Lothrop's Tavern on

the green in Norwich was famous for its punch, Choicest Antigua,

loaf sugar by the pailful, lemons, oranges and limes."

The next items are : Ferry at Norwich $143
A Guide 150

Preston 1*104





Now of Preston I could find almost nothing except in the ac-

count of the Bi-Centennial of the first Church in Preston, Conn.,

wherein is mentioned the following :
" On a building a tablet was

placed saying of General Samuel Mott. Eminent Citizen,

SOLDIER OF THE REVOLUTION,

FRIEND OF WASHINGTON."

General Samuel Mott enlisted ist July 1780 for three years, so

no doubt it must have been with him that the General tarried for

a rest and refreshment on his journey. Much needed no doubt,

as Blanchard, who passed there March 5th in another year, says

(p. 67) " Cold, with high winds this morning, rain in the even-

ing. "

After Preston they get to " Kinnion's $1,900." This is of

course the modern Kenyon's where they require a guide

u A guide $100

do 74"

This country is full of small ponds and lakes so that much valu-

able time would have been lost without a guide who knew the

short cuts.

The next item is " Potter's at Little Rest $2,796." Here

they must have spent the night and started the next morning for

the final day's journey to Newport.

There is a most interesting account of the Potter with whom
General Washington must have stayed in Daniel Goodwin's new

edition of Updike's " History of the Narragansett Church," vol.

1, p. 263. It shows him as a wealthy man with plenty of room

to entertain strangers and full of public spirit, but unfortunately

he came under the influence of Jemima Wilkinson. He lost a

great deal of his property and finally left Rhode Island and ended

his days in New York State in a curious community near Geneseo.

For the Narragansett Ferry, or as we should now call it, the

Saunderstown Ferry, the party paid $288. I should say from

this price that there was no public boat and that they had to hire

a private conveyance. The cost of ferries seems to have been

very different and not always in relation to distance.

Colonel Tilghman put down the next as

:

M Connecticut do $2S8."

of course meaning Conanicut, and so they come to Newport.
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II

The arrival and procession have so often been described that

it is only necessary here to outline them with the few sidelights I

have gleaned in this search of mine. Blanchard's Journal, writ-

en from day to day, on the date of March 6th (page 67

"This day, General Washington, who was expected, arrived at

2 o'clock. He went at once on board the Due de Bourgogne,

where all the Generals were assembled. Then he landed, all

the troops were under arms. I was presented to him. His face

is beautiful, noble and sweet. He is tall. That evening, I found

myself at supper with him. I mark as a happy day, the one on

which I could see such a truly great man."

In tl The French in Rhode Island," by J. A. Stevens, the

author says :
" On the 6th about two o'clock in the afternoon he

reached Conanicut where he found in waiting the barge of the

French Admiral which conveyed him to the Due de Bourgogne

for a conference. Here he was met by Rochambeau and the

General Officers of the Army and Fleet."

Evidently General Washington was anxious to have the ships

leave for the south to aid Lafayette against Arnold and had felt

that his presence would hurry matters. It did to some degree,

but from a letter I shall quote later written on his return, they

did not start soon enough to please him. To quote again from

Mr. Stevens: "On leaving the ship a salute was first fired.

Landing at Barney's Ferry, the corner of Long Wharf and Wash-
ington Street (then a flat sandy beach) he was again met by the

Foreign Officers and escorted to Headquarters in Clarke Street,

receiving the same honours that would have been paid to a Mar-

shall of France."

This emphasizing the fact that General Washington was the

highest in command, and that the French recognized it, was prob-

ably owing to a letter from De la Luzerne in Philadelphia the

original of which I saw in the Palais de Archives in Paris. It

said that the feeling was strong among the Americans that the

French were intending to stay in Rhode Island and had not really

come to help the Americans, but to increase their own
sions. De la Luzerne therefore urged Rochambeau to show very

clearly that they considered themselves under Washington's com-

mand.
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" The route was lined by French troops three deep, from the

shore to the house. In the evening the whole town was illumi-

nated and a procession was formed of General Washington and

his staff and the French officers. They went through the town

and then returned to Headquarters preceded by 30 boys carrying

lighted candles placed on staves. The night was clear and calm

and the whole scene one of great brilliancy."

General Rochambeau entertained Washington and perhaps

General Howe at the house still standing at Clarke and Mary

Streets, but no doubt the rest of his retmue had to seek other

quarters, as Tilghman's items for Newport are

:

Poor woman at Newport 75
Mending Sadlery 225

Board at Newport 1450

The town evidently wished to have as much of an army as pos-

sible to show the General during his stay and perhaps thought

the number small during the procession, so decided to offer an

extra inducement that might help matters. I found in the City

Hall Records the following entry :

M Town Records, p. 19—Newport Mch 7th 1781

At a Town Meeting by adjournment from Monday the 5th

Christopher Kllery Moderator, voted that Wm. Taggert and Dan.

Holloway be a Committee to wait upon General Miller, for his

Approbation of this Town's Quota, of one month, Troops being

Quartered in a fort, called by the British Troops Fort Fanning

—

Voted that two gallons of Cherry Rum be purchased at the

Town's expense and brought to this House this afternoon, as a

Treat for the Volunteers in the above said Month Service

Voted that this meeting be Adjourned to Three o'clock this after

noon, Peleg Barker, Jr., Town Clerck. At a Town meeting by

Adjournment, holden this afternoon Mch 7th 1781 3 o'clock P

M. Christopher Ellery Moderator. After reading the address

to His Excellency General Washington and receiving a number

of Volunteers for the one month's Service. (This must have

been the moment when the Cherry Rum was brought out) the

meeting adjourned to tomorrow the 8th inst, at 10 o'clock A.

M. A true Record Witness P. B. jr Town Clerck."

The Cherry Rum was not enough to bring out the desired

number of Volunteers as the anxious City Fathers felt when they

met again.
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" At a Town Meeting this 8th of March 1781 * * * *

voted that the Committee appointed to detach this towns Quota

of soldiers, unless a sufficient number of Volunteers does appear,

proceed in their detachment by way of draught and make a return

to the meeting tomorrow at 9 o'clock. Adjourned to tomorrow 9
o'clock.

P. Barker jr.

At a Town Meeting March 9th at 9 o'clock

Voted that the Town Clerk put up a list of the Persons who
are drawn at the Granary. Voted that the Moderator and Robert

Elliott be a committee to wait on General Rochambeau to request

the loan of as many arms as may be necessary for the soldiers,

Voted that each Soldier finding himself a blanket for his term of

one month shall receive one silver Dollar therefor."

They then adjourned again to March 13th (the day of Gen-

eral Washington's departure) when they met without a quorum
and adjourned to March 29th at the Jewish Synagogue, which was

used at that time for town purposes as well.

** This meeting fell through, by reason of there not being any

members there." The great interest of the visit being over there

was perhaps not much business to transact. The resources of

Newport were not great at this time and the people who held to

the American cause were desperately poor, so it was decided by

the city to give candles to those who could not buy them, that

every window might show forth its glad message of welcome and

sympathy during the procession. This allowance for the candles

was not given in money which was very scarce, for Newport Town
Records show: "Mch 17th 1781 Voted Gould Marsh should re-

ceive one Pound 19-s and 10J d from the tax now against him,

being for 35^ pds. of candles, and one shilling i|- d for the illu-

minators when His Excellency General Washington appeared."

How he appeared is best told by a contemporary description

of the General that I found in the New England Almanach 17S2,

published by Edmund Freebetter in New London. (Which Al-

manach was to be sent to the American prisoners in England).
" General Washington at 47 is a tall, well made man rather

large-boned and has a tolerably genteel address. His features are

manly and bold, his eyes of a bluish cast, and very lively ;
his

hair a deep brown, his face rather long and marked with the

small-pox, his complexion sun-burned and without much color
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and his countenance sensible, composed and thoughtful there is a

remarkable air of dignity about him with a striking degree of

gracefulness. He has an excellent understanding with much
quickness is strictly just, vigilant and generous, gentle in his

manners, in Temperament rather reserved, in his morals irre-

proachable he was never known to exceed the Bound's of the

most rigid Temperance."

At this time the facilities for Church Services were much
diminished. The armies, both English and French, were obliged

to take the churches, as being the only buildings of any size, for

hospitals and barracks. Trinity Church seems to have been the

only one not so taken. There has always been a pew in Trinity

which is pointed out as being the one used by General Washing-

ton during service on this visit. In searching for any written

description of such a service held in Trinity Church, I have found

that none is known to exist. The Rev. Daniel Goodwin of East

Greenwich, R. I., in a letter to me states

:

" In regard to the General's attendance at Trinity Church

on the Sunday of his visit, I have diligently searched every source

of information I possess without direct result. There can scarcely

be a doubt that services were held regularly (or quite regularly)

at that period. The Rev. Moses Badger seems to have passed

most of his time at Newport from about 1780 until acceptance of

the rectorship of St. John's, Providence in 1786, officiating occa-

sionally during the Revolutionary interegnum. John Bours acted

as lay reader from 1781-86. The Rev. John Graves also con-

ducted services there, at times in the same period, as well as the

Rev. Samuel Parker (afterwards Bishop) of Boston."

So there was every opportunity for holding service, the

church being loaned to the Six-Principal Baptists at that time as

well. An enquiry made of Librarian C. S. Bingham of Worces-

ter, Mass., one of the best places to seek Americana, states :
n I

regret that this library does not possess in its files of the Newport

Mercury, the numbers of March or April 1781. I have searched

at various times nearly all of the libraries in this country, and

England to see how complete a set of the Mercury could be lo-

cated and have never located numbers of March 9-12, 1781.

Yours truly

(Signed) C. S. Bingham, June 9, 'io.
M
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A reply from Stevens and Brown in London who made the

exhaustive index of Americana contained both in London and

Paris Libraries, says :
" Your card of June n was duly received

but we have little hope of finding the Newport Mercury for 9-12

March, 1781 either here or in Paris. Stevens indexed all the

manuscript material in London and Paris (index now in Library

of Congress; and there were no copies of the Newport Mercury

found as enclosures in these letters and despatches. We will en-

quire if there are any numbers in the British League National e or

elsewhere. The British Museum has a volume of the Mercury

lettered 1763—1786 but on examination we were sorry to find no

number for 1781 in it.."

A few letters written to Lafayette and others exist dated

Newport between the 9th and 12th, but I have as yet found

no diary that covers these three days.

There was a great ball, given by the French, and dinners-

He also must have been very busy in working out the future

plans. But unfortunately the French Diarists went off with the

Fleet, and historians in general transfer their interest to the

south.

Mrs. Thatcher Thayer, herself an elderly lady in 1878, when
we were staying with her in the Vernon house on Church Street,

next below the Thayer school, described to me her great-aunt

who had told her of General Washington's dining with her father

and mother in that house. The little girl, as she then was, hav-

ing been thought too young to be present, but determined to see

the great man, ran out on Church Street and standing on the foot

board could just get her eyes above the window-sill and saw him

standing with his back to the fire, warming himself. I always

think of the quaint little figure when I see the corner window and

the foot-board. But Mrs. Thayer never gave me the exact date of

the occurrence but I like to think it was on this journey. In all

my researches there is nothing against a service having been held

in Trinity and everything in favour of it. This extract is from a

letter I found in the Congressional Library addressed to the Rev.

Mr. Gordon, by General Washington, dated Newport Meh 9th

1781 " Excepting to Mrs. Washington, when she is absent from

me, and now and then a letter to a friend (more on business than

for the purpose of communication) I rarely put pen to paper for

private correspondence. We have as you justly observe abundant
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reason to thank Providence for its many favourable interpositions

in our behalf. It has, at times been my only dependance, for all

other sources seem to have failed us."

The Paper that in circumstantial evidence would have most

weight in the Trinity Pew case I found in the Providence His-

torical Society. It was a bill made out to the accredited lay-

reader (who must have helped in the service) on the day before

General Washington came to Newport, as follows

:

44 John Bours": "Dr. to Stephen Franklin 1781 March 5th

Received in part of the above, Balance #50. dollars

to 2 pair black silk gloves £1. 2s 6d M

Black Stlk gloves were always worn by the clergy of that day

when holding services.

There is very little about the visit in the Rochambeau me-

morial book, but a letter dated "Newport March 7th says:

'* General Washington, now here, has authorized the Baron de

Viomenil to act at once—if the exigency of the services demand

it in concurrence with the militia of the country, without waiting

for the detachment from his own army—in case of the latter hav-

ing been detained. n He then makes the mistake of saying, " The
7th General Washington arrived and witnessed the squadron de-

part on the 8th." It was the 6th the General arrived, March 7th

the ball was given by the French officers and on the 8th addresses

were presented and received.

We must leave these last three days of the visit to be written

about by another, but I feel very certain that if there was a serv-

ice in Trinity Church during that time, General Washington

went to it. In Blauchard's Journal p. 81 he says, " I am told

that when there is no clergyman present, that General Washing-

ton says grace, as the father of a family will do in America. The
first time that I dined with him, there was no minister, but I did

not notice that he said the prayer, still I recollect that in sitting

down to table, he made a gesture and said some words which I

took for some act of politeness and which perhaps was an act of

religion. If so, the prayer was short and the minister put more

ceremoney into it." Presumably the General had some short

formula like the M Benedictus Benedicat M that is the only grace

at Exeter College, Oxford, which I have heard said there by the

late Regius Professor of Divinity.
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Count Rochambeau had made a great point of more guns to

protect the ferries and probably at the last moment General Wash-

ington decided that letters could not have the effect in procuring

them that a personal interview would have, and so went himself

to see the Governor in Providence about them, as the following

letter will show

:

" To Governor Greene. Rhode Island.

New Port 12th March 1781.

Sir

I have been honoured with your Excellency's polite favour

of the 8th. It would have given me singular pleasure, had cir-

cumstances admitted of my making a Visit to Providence on my
return to. the Army, but the very interesting intelligence which
we may now daily expect from the Southward makes it necessary

for me to return by the route on which the chain of Expresses are

Stationed, lest I should miss the dispatches which they may
bring.

His Excellency the Count de Rochambeau informs me, that

there are some heavy Cannon at Providence, which do not appear
to be of any great use there ; but which would be of particular

service to him, in the defence of this post, he being obliged to

strip a Frigate of her Guns to mount some of his heavy field Ar-
tillery for want of the number required for the Works. When it

is considered that this place effectually covers Providence, I flatter

myself your Excellency will find no difficulty with the Legislature

in granting the Count's request, should you not have the Power
yourself to lend the Guns in question.

The detachment, which I, a little time ago, made from the

troops in the Vicinity of West Point, obliged me to call upon the

neighboring States to send in the recruits which were raised. I

directed my order to Lt. Colo. Olney for those of Rhode Island,

and I have not the least doubt of that Gentleman's punctuality in

the execution of it, so far as respects the men, who have been

delivered to him; But I must entreat your Excellency's exertions

to procure the deficiency of your quota if any yet remains, that

they may arrive at the Army, time enough to receive the neces-

sary discipline before they are carried into service.

I have the honour to be &c.

Go: Washington.

P. S. Since writing the foregoing letter, I have for particu-

lar reasons determined to return by the way of Providence and
shall set out in the morning for that place."
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Ill

Leaving Newport March 13th he only dines and passes

through Bristol reaching Providence that night, or possibly North

Warren, now Barrington. In the History of Narragansett

Church, it is stated that General Washington stopped at the

Reynolds house in Bristol—but in a recent letter the Rev. Daniel

Goodwin corrects that, having heard from Mr. Reynolds that

although Lafayette wrote many letters dated at his house in Bristol,

there is no tradition that General Washington stopped there in

1 781. In 1783 he stopped a week at the Mount, the home of the

de Wolfs, so it is likely that it was there that he dined on his way
to Providence. The citizens of Bristol gave him a great ovation

and processions and addresses of welcome are recorded, although

there had been so little time to prepare, as will be seen from a

letter from Count Rochambeau dated just after his departure.

" Newport Mch 14th 1781 M they were addressed to the Governors

of Rhode Island and Massachusetts. He says :

u His Excellency General Washington has honoured us five

or six days with his presence, I could not notify Your Excellency)

because he took me by surprise bringing in person his answer to

my letter in which I had the honour to acquaint him with the

decision about the departure of the fleet. He was pleased with

the provision made to receive the enemy in case, after the de-

parture of the Squadron and the defencelessness of this harbour,

it should please the English Fleet to do you harm here. H e

found the Eand batteries which protect the ferries, absolutely

without big guns, so he believes it to be essential for your Ex-
cellency to furnish them."

In Providence General Washington only spent one night.

Tilghman's expenses state :
u Bristol Ferry 240 M

Providence Ferry 96

Providence 848"

This latter place was smaller than Newport in those days.

In Col. Israel AngelPs Journal 1780 he says "Providence is a

pretty enough little town, quite a business place before the war.

There is nothing of interest in it except an extremely beautiful
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Hospital. The rivers meet there and flow together to the sea.

It has from 1800 to 2,000 inhabitants.

"

In the Rhode Island Record there is an entry as follows :

c< Bills ordered paid in March 1781.

To Shubael Burr, for entertaining General Washington and

suite JT\2 siz do."

From Welcome A. Greene, Esq. July 3rd 191 2 :

u The only records of Shubael Burr (accessible to me) are

two deeds one to him dated Mch 20 1769 and one from him dated

June 1st 1769, both covering the same property on Goal Lane

(Meeting Street). In both he is described as ' Merchant of

Warren R. Id." Note at that time Warren included present Bar-

rington, so S. B. may live there. His father was Samuel Burr

of Rehoboth. Washington probably left Newport and arrived as

far as Burr's at night and went onto Providence in the morning."

In these same Records we find an answer to the letter from

Count Rochambeau about the cannon :

" 3rd Monday in March, voted and resolved, that Major Wm.
Perkins be, directed to deliver unto the order of Count Rocham-

beau fifteen cannon belonging to the State of 24 and 18 pds, if so

many are to be found, for the use of the French Army in the for-

tifications of the State."

There is a road which leads from Providence to the Hudson^

which is called the Hartford Road on both sides of that town, it

leaves Providence north of Olneyville. It is likely that the offi-

cers returned by that way. Their first record stop is :

11 Dorrence's 720 "

In the present town of Sterling in the Township of Voluntown,

Conn. This was a famous stopping place, as almost every Diary

of that date mentions it. It was near the main highway known
as the Plainfield Pike. John Dorrence from Scituate, R. I., is

spoken of as a lawyer in 1782—his father Samuel Dorrence moved

from there to Voluntown and became an inn-keeper.

Col. Israel Angell says :

"25th March 1781 Clear cold. My wagon came up this

morning after breakfast. I set forward after having hired Capt.

Cacon to help me on as far as Dorrence's in Voluntown (Conn.)"

De Chastellux devotes several pages to the place.

"Bolton 346"
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De Chastellux says of this :
" We follow tlie Hope River Valley

to Bolton town which has nothing remarkable. From there we

travel over a chain of pretty lofty mountains which extend north

and south like all the hills in Connecticut. M

In the Diary of a French Officer 1781, reprinted in the Mag-

azine of American History, Vol. 4, is the following description :

"June 21st we came to Bolton, road frightful (they must

have been worse in March). The country all the way from Prov-

idence is covered with woods. At Bolton the view is very pleas-

ing. "

From there it is 18 miles to " Hartford Ferry 54
M

I reckon

that they arrived here late Friday evening and spent all Saturday

and that night—probably arranging for the 30,000 dollars from

Mr. Burwell, mentioned in the account book and awaiting those

despatches from the South.

General Washington must have refreshed himself mentally

by intercourse with his great friend Jonathan Trumbull, who
notes in his Journal: " March 17th, 1781, dined at Mr. Piatt's

with General Washington and spent the afternoon."

The expenses are put down as " Hartford 960 ".

Now they come to Farmington again, where one gets a

glimpse of him going to Church as it is Sunday and contributing

to the collection. Mr. Julius Gay of Farmington, doubts the truth

of the tradition that the General went to church during a rain

storm instead of the more comfortable inn near by. Tradition

goes on to say that he put a handful of coin in the contribution

box, a 1-2 d. falling on the floor. This latter Mr. Gay has in his

possession, though doubting its origin.

On page 37 of the facsimile of General Washington's account

book, he records that they had paper, and specie where paper

would not pass.
<( Widow Strong's 250."

This place I have not been able to identify. It must have

been either in Litchfield or on the way there.

"Litchfield 1375 "

In" Sketches of Litchfield, Conn.," by P. Kenyon Killbourne

p. 130 it says: "General Washington stopped many times at

Litchfield. Once at Morgan's Tavern, another time at the Gould

House on North Street known as Sheldon's Tavern. Captain

Salmon Buel remembers going with fifty of his school-fellows to
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seethe General that morning. " From Litchfield they retrace

their steps as they came.

"Morehouses 592
Vanderberg's 50

Brinckerhof's ioon

Abram Brinckerhoff kept a general store during the Revolu-

tion but he must have also had a place for the accommodation of

travellers as a letter from Mrs. Samuel Verplanck of Fishkill,

dated April 23, 1910, states :
" Brinckerhoff 's is two miles above

Fishkill and seven from the river. It was there General Lafayette

stayed several weeks while he was ill."

March 20th the party reach New Winsor and take up their

former routine work. On the 21st General Washington writes :

4<
I arrived my dear Chevalier in the forenoon of yesterday, after

passing over very bad roads and riding through very foul weather

without any damage."

As to the reason for all this trouble and fatigue, I think it is

found in the letter written to General Schuyler. Fearing Roch-

ambeau would not send the fleet South soon enough, he tried to

hasten the departure, but did not quite succeed. The cause of

the ships not getting away on the day planned, was that one ran

aground in leaving the harbour and had to be carefully examined

before starting. The letter to General Schuyler is as follows :

"New Windsor, Mar. 23rd, 1781.
Dear Sir :

Upon my return to this place 3 days ago, I had the pleasure

to receive your favour of the 25th ultimo. I thank you for the

honour you intended me, if Mrs. Schuyler had added a Son to

your family, and cheerfully become a sponsor for the Daughter,
on the birth of whom, and the good health of your lady, please to

accept-, and offer my congratulatory compliments.

By a manoeuvre, too profound for my understanding, if it is

intended for the public good, the choice of a Minister of War is

postponed 'till October. I have heard no reason assigned for it,

and am uncharitable enough to believe that no good o?ie can be
given.

We are in a most critical and disagreeable state of suspense

with respect to the two fleets. Neither had arrived in the Chesa-

peake Bay the 15th instant, when letters from the Marquis and
Baron de Steuben were dated at Yorktown (20 miles from the

Mouth of Jame's River) though both were expected.
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Dr. the United States to Lt. Colo. Tilghman Cr.

JL781

March- -To Cash pd. Expsnces

of the commander in

Chief to Nerport &
back to New Wind-

sor—vizt.

dollars.

Vanderbergs 483

Morehouses 1034

Getting a Horse out I 91 K
of Bulls Falls 1

Zi0

Litchfield 687

Shoeing Horses 34

Farmington 1048£

Hartford Ferry 84

Bolton 540

Shoing Horses 45

Traceys Norwich 214

Lothrops do 720

Ferry de 143

A Guide 150

Preston 1104

Kinnions 1900

A Guide 100

do 74

Potters at Little Rest. 2796

Narragansett Ferry . . 288

Connancuit do 288

Poor Woman at New-
port 75

Mending Sadlery 225

Board at Newport 1450

Bristol Ferry 240

Providence Ferry 96

Providence 848

Dorrences 720

Bolton 346

Harford Ferry 54

Harford 960

Farmington 560

Widow Strongs 250

Litchfield 1375

Morhouses 592

Vanderburgs 50

Brinkerhoffs 100

19884$

1781

March—By Cash of Mr. Colfax.

By do. of Mr. Bund 1

at Hartford j

May By do. of Mr. Colfax.

.

6000

30000

20000

56.000
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Early Inhabitants of Rhode Island

A Paper Read Before the Society at a Special Meeting, March 24th, 1913.

By Miss MAUD LYMAN STEVENS

The Historical Society celebrates to-day an interesting anniver-

sary—that of the very beginning of the Colony of Rhode Island, as

distinguished from the earlier settlement of Providence Plantations. It

is 275 years ago to-day that the document was signed, which, giving to

certain Englishmen who desired it, the privilege of settling in this island,

opened in an amicable manner those relations with the native owners of

the soil which for over thirty years remained unstrained, thus proving

that in one colony, at least, just and honorable dealing, even with In-

dians, was possible.

It may perhaps be interesting to inquire who and what these

original owners were, and to hear something of their dealings with

the Englishmen in the long years of uninterrupted intercourse, before

the terrible strife, instituted by other colonies, destroyed almost the en-

tire nation of Indians, leaving only a miserable remnant, lingering on in

the lands of their fathers.

It was in the year 1638 that certain persons dwelling in or near

Boston resolved, as has been often told, to seek a new home for them-

selves in the wilderness. * It was necessary for them to depart from

Massachusetts Bay, where, though exiles like them for conscience sake,

the heads of the church could not suffer any divergence from their par-

ticular views. Wide had been the rift and deep the heart burning before





all came to an issue, and the orthodoxy of the day triumphed. Mr.

Wheelwright, one of the ministers, preached strange things. Mrs. A

Hutchinson, a relative of his, abetted him, and by her outspoken to:

and public decrying of the other ministers had much to do with bring-

ing on a crisis. Many others agreed with Mrs. Hutchinson and Mr.

Wheelwright, or were perhaps only against ecclesiastical tyranny

There was a trial, and as a result a somewhat general disarming, censur-

ing and even banishment in some cases. John Clarke, then a young

man, and but newly come from Old England, was one of the sympa-

thizers. He had the right view when he said " the land is wide eaa

for all." Doubtless he welcomed the opportunity to develop, free fron*

interference, the ideas of religious liberty and toleration which he seems

to have brought full-fledged with him to the new world.

There were a number of others who joined in the movement, but

all did not at once leave Massachusetts Bay. It was only nineteen

heads of families who on the seventh day of the first month, or March,

1638, signed the famous compact binding themselves to form a " Bodie

Politick," and choosing from among themselves, William Coddington as

their head, started forth to find the quiet habitation that they desired.

Again is the story familiar of their journeying—of how, intending

to go to Chesapeake Bay, they Carried with Roger Williams at his Provi-

dence Plantation, how be advised them of the kindly temper of the

natives of these parts and urged a neighborly settlement, and how

Sowames, now Swansey, was his first suggestton. Inquiry of the au-

thorities at Plymouth proved that this little spot, though so far distant.

was the most precious of their possessions and could not possibly be

parted with, but that the island in the bay was not claimed by them.

It was unoccupied by English and most suitable for a plantation, and

here Plymouth was very willing that the Boston men should settle.

All that now remained was the arrangement of a purchase with the

native lords of the soil, and accordingly Roger Williams, Coddington

and perhaps John Clarke set out on the trip down the bay. They at

first went to Aquidneck to treat with the sachem there, Wanumetonomy
by name, but upon his saying that he could not sell the land, as he held

it of the great Narragansett chiefs, they crossed the bay in search of the

two heads of that tribe, Canonicus and Miantonomi. They were found,

and by the good offices of Roger Williams the purchase was made and

on the same day, or so we suppose, they set their hands to it, signing

Canonicus, the uncle and chief sachem, with the bow, Miantonomi, his

nephew and executive, with an arrow. Yotuesh witnessed it with an

oyster-shell mark and Assotemuet and Mishamonoh, Canonicus' son, also

put their marks, whose significance is not now clear. Roger Williams

on his side signed as witness, as did Randall Holden, one of the nineteen
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heads of families, who were together to make the purchase. Thu3 on

March 24th, 1638, the island passed into the hands of the Englishmen,

whose descendants still in good part own it.

The famous document is headed "Memorandum" and sets forth,

that the Narragansett sachems have sold unto Mr. Coddington and hi3

friends united unto him the great Island of Aquidnecke, also the grass

on the islands near at hand, and the grass on the rivers and coves over

on the main hetween Kitickamuckqut and Paupausquatch—probably at

Mount Hope Neck where Kikimuit, at least faintly, recalls the former

j
name, and the point is still called Paupausquash, the place of rushes.

The use of the grass was an especial stipulation, for on it depended

the support of the cattle that the English were to bring with them.

Nothing was of greater importance to them, as is shown by the care

with which after the settlement at Newport all available marsh land

was apportioned out.

The Island was sold by the Narragansett chiefs, but it was not

part of their ancestral domain. It seems probable that it had belonged

to the Wampanoags, whose lands lay just north, and whose principal

chief was now Massasoit or Ousamdquin, as the Rhode Islanders called

him, the old tried and faithful friend of the Plymouth colonists.

We know that he had been at war with the Narragansett chiefs

about 1620 and that at nearly the same time a terrible plague, unknown
in its nature, had devastated all his lands, and it seems probable that

"the dead sachems of Aquidnecke and Ketackamuckqut," mentioned in

the deed, had been of his people, and between pestilence and war their

lands had fallen into the hands of Canonicus.

Canonicus was well disposed to Roger Williams, who had always

been a good and kind friend to him, and it may well be that he also

recalled the state in which William Coddington as Governor's assistant

had received him in Boston some years earlier, and thought that this

important personage would be a good neighbor and one likely to be of

use to a sachem who desired to dwell at peace with all men and espec-

ially with the English. The price paid for the Island and the other

privileges was a good one, exceptionally so for the times, and the pay-

ment was in money, though the 40 fathom of white beads, which was

divided equally between the chiefs, does not give that impression to

modern ears.

The white beads were the wampumpeage, which the English as

well as the Indians received as legal tender, and which for many years

was practically the only money seen on the island, it being said that

silver would look as strange to Rhode Island men as wampum to men
in England. A fathom is six feet, and there may be estimated sixty

beads in a foot, or over fourteen thousand beads in the whole payment.
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These beads, if at ten shillings a fathom, would amount to twenty

pounds, a large sum of money for that day.

An arrangement with Miantonomi is noted in the deed, whereby he

is to see that the inhabitants on the Island are removed before the next

winter, and to console them for the enforced change of abode with the

gift of ten coats and twenty hoes. Wanumetonomy receives five fathoms

of wampum for his consent to the removal of his subjects, and Ousarne-

quin, for the use of the grass on " ye maine land on Powakasick side
;!

also gets five fathoms of wampum. This is presumed to be at Pocasset,

or what is now Tiverton.

Immediately on receiving this deed, the settlers began the business

of removing to their new home at the north end of the Island. Their

first town meeting record is dated on the thirteenth of May in this year.

The thirteen freemen then present, who planned for common fence,

meeting-house and town site, would seem to have had a herculean task

before them, to make for themselves a home in the wilderness, so far

from any other English settlement. It is very probable that their first

dwellings were built on the model of those they found on the Island, and

some of these may have been perpetuated, as "Earl's wigwam" is

spoken of much later as a well-known landmark.

The native houses were usually made of saplings stuck in the

ground and bent over " in the form of an arbour." They were covered

with chestnut or cedar bark. An opening at the top let out the smoke,

the doorway was covered by a mat arranged like a curtain. The inside

of the dwelling was lined with mats, and in the centre was built the fire,

while all about were mats or boards to sleep on. This was a primitive

form of abode, yet easily constructed, and at least serving as a temporary

shelter.

A further service that the Indians may have done the colonists

was that of the preparing, to a certain extent, of the land for them. As

is well known, it was usual for the Indians in this vicinity to cultivate

large common fields of corn. This was their staple article of food

,

and when the ground was to be broken up, they had, says Roger

Williams, a very loving, sociable, speedy way to despatch it. This was,

for all the neighbors, men and women, to join and come in to help

freely, and thus, even with their rude implements, easily accomplish

this, the hardest labor of the year. A Plymouth writer also says that

the Indians kept their corn fields like a garden, not letting the smallest

weed show its head, to choke their sprouting corn. This would seem

something of a task, as the Indians, we must remember, were in the

stone age and had only rudely chipped stone hoes which they fastened

to wooden handles, or clam shells used *in the same way for garden
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tools. It was for this reason that they valued so much the " howes "

which the Englishmen could supply.

One legacy the Indian left, unpleasing to the white man, flocks of

blackbirds—millions of them—and crows, which they would never

harm. The reason for this was that their great god Kautantouwits once

on a time sent the crow to them from his home in the southwest, with

a grain of Indian corn in one of his ears and an Indian bean in the

other. Therefore the crow was sacred to them, and they might not kill

it. They had, nevertheless, some redress against the depredations of

the holy but troublesome bird, for tame hawk3 kept about their dwell-

ings were trained to drive the birds away from the corn.

It was not only the birds that early settlers had to contend withi

for, as the author of " New England's Annoyance " sings

:

"Our corn being planted and seed being sown
The worms destroy much before it is grown,

And when it is growing, some spoil there is made,

By birds and by squirrels that pluck up the blade.

And when it is come to full corn in the ear

It is often destroyed by Raccoon and by Deer."

The corn would come, however, in part at least, to maturity, and

then the settlers must take another leaf out of the Indians' book—at

least until they got the water mill, which in the following November

Mr. Esson undertook to build for the necessary use and good of the

plantation. The corn to be eaten must be ground, and at first, no

doubt, this was done in Indian fashion by pounding in hand mortars of

wood or stone or in hollow places in rocks. The stone pestles the In-

dians used have often been found. In Providence the first or stamping

mill imitated the pounding action of the pestle, and was worked by

water. The Indian corn could also be parched in hot ashes and then

pounded, this making a nutritious and agreeable dish when mixed with

a little water. This they called nokehick, the English nocake, a name

still familiar. Where maple sugar was obtainable, this was mixed with

the pounded corn, or more often here, huckleberries, dried and beat to

powder, were "mingled with the parent meale," as Roger Williams

says, making a delicate dish, as sweet to them as plum or spice cake to

the English. The strawberries which still grow so freely here were

cultivated by the Indians. In their season they bruised them in a

mortar, mixed them with meal and made a kind of strawberry bread*

eating little else through the strawberry season. Our way of preparing

the Indian corn, and many of our names for the dishes thus made, come

from the Indians. They had hasty pudding, which Williams calls

"Nasaump," or in English samp—a name which we have transferred to

the whole grains of corn or larger hominy—the latter in itself from the





Indian Rockohominy. The nasaump is, however, obviously hasty

pudding, as it is described as " Indian corn beaten and boiled and eaten

hot or cold with milk or butter, which are mercies beyond the natives'

plain water, and which is a dish exceeding wholesome for the English

bodies.

"

Our word succotash comes directly from the Indian " Msickqua-

tash," boiled corn, though to make it quite correct, we should add the

word for beans, "Manusqussedash." It seem3 probable that the hulled

corn, boiled in leached ashes to remove the outer coating, and then

rinsed in many waters to take out the taste of lye, was an Indian prepa-

ration, though we do not know its Indian name.

To return to the native planting: it is quite likely that the red man
taught the white the use oi fish to dress his hills of corn at planting

time. This is still done here to some extent with worthless bony fish,

and used to be much more general. In some cases perhaps the land

did not need it, as it was said many years later that some had planted

six and twenty years without ever manuring. Our fashion of planting

corn in hills and rows is also Indian, and it is said that they, as we do,

dropped in the squash seeds (their askutasquash) in every other hill

and every other row.

One thing the Indian would not teach the colonist, for he did not

know it himself—the art of making of any sort of drink from the fruits

of the earth. Roger Williams sorely laments the sorrowful condition of

the poor Indian with nothing but water to drink, dropping into poetry

thus :

—

" Course bread and water's most their fare,

O England's diet fine ;

Thy cup runs ore with plenteous store

Of wholesome beare and wine."

When they are ill, he says, all their drink " is only a little boiled

water, without the addition of crum or drop of other comfort : Eng-

land's mercies
—''

This was the point of view of all Englishmen of the time, who found

no greater privation in the new world than the lack of their wonted

beverages. They went stoutly to work to remedy the matter with

" Liquor to sweeten our lips

Of pumpkins or parsnips or walnut tree chips,"

with pear beer and apple beer and good wine both of grapes and straw-

berries, besides instituting malt houses as soon as practicable for turning

their barley into beer, even though without hops.

It was a rich land that the sachems had sold to Mr. Coddin^ton

and his friends united unto him, a land capable of raising many goodly

fruits, and joiued to it the inexhaustible store of the bay, with its clams
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and oysters, eels and fish of many kinds. The Indians used to tread

both eels and oysters out of the mud with their naked feet, as men still

do at certain times of the year, " treading quahaugs " being a well-

known fashion of securing them. There is no doubt that colonists and

natives had speech over the fish that abound here, for we have learned

from the Indians to talk of tautog, squitteag, scuppaug or scup, and

mummychogs, this last somewhat far from the probable Indian original

11 Munnawhatteaug," not to speak of chogsetts, whose Indian form I do

not know, and quahaugs, from the native " Poquahock," which name we
have preferred to the colonists' term, " Hens." .Beside the name, we
have inherited from the Indians the true savage fashion of cooking these

in the clambake, by means of hot stones and a covering of seaweed.

The natives here fished with hooks of crooked deer bone or certain

fish bones, still sometimes found in the rubbish heaps, occasionally un-

covered on the site of old camps, or else perhaps used seines at the

mouth of our little streams and coves.

Game in the year of grace, 1638, was plentiful indeed, and not only

the harmless deer, squirrel, rabbit and that mysterious beast, reddish,

of the bigness of a pig, and rooting like a pig, but foxes as well, trouble-

some enough to have a bounty set on their heads, lucerne or wild cat,

whose skins Verazzano saw on the women's arms, and the savage wolves,

a veritable terror to infant settlements the country over. The Indians

were a great help in the driving of these on the Island. A large gen-

eral hunt was one of their own methods, and they were occasionally

invited here from the main for this purpose, or for a specific hunting,

not however to be indulged in without permission. It was usual when

Indian lands had been bought to specify in the deed that the former

owners might hunt over the ground, or peel trees for bark and cut pcles

for wigwams. No such privilege was formally granted here, though in

1647 Pessicus, son and successor to Miantonomi, is allowed so many
chestnut ryens upon the common of the Island as may cover him a

wigwam. Six years later it had been forbidden to all Indians to fall or

peel any trees upon the island.

The Indians also killed wolves in traps with a great weight of fall-

ing stones, and set snares or springes for the deer, made by binding down

saplings, and setting nooses of hemp or sinew. It was early prohibited

here to the Indians to " sett any Trapp or Engine," one may suppose,

for fear of damage to the English cattle, as from the beginning the set-

tlers had cows, goats and swine, which would be herded on the wooded

commons often, no doubt.

The Indians with whom the English settlers had dealings were, of

course, either the Wampanoags, Ousamequin's men, to the North and

East, or the Narragansetts to the West; as well as such natives tfl may





be supposed to have remained for a time on the island. Our knowled^-

of Indian language and way of life comes largely from Roger Williams,

who held the pen of a ready writer, leaving much fuller literary remains

than any of our Island authors. The Wampanoags and Narragansetts

were both familiar to him, through frequent residence among them, and

mutual aid given as long as he lived near them in his Prov. plantation.

We have supposed so far that the early settlers of the Island—Aquid-

neck—received a very appreciable amount of assistance from the origi-

nal inhabitants. It is probable that what Indians were there, did not

at once depart, as Miantonomi did not receive "ten fathoms of Wampum-
peag and one broad cloth coat," for " removeing of the natives off on

the Island of Aquidnecke" until more than a year later, May 11th,

1639, immediately after the founding of Newport. It seems, at least,

probable, that until the second settlement was made, an Indian village

stood somewhere here, perhaps sheltered by Wanumetonomy's hill.

which may have been fortified, as was not unusual among the Indians.

After Newport was founded, the removal of these Indians would be ex-

pedient. This then took place, and the planting grounds being by thi3

time partly, at least, prepared, Wanumetonomy in June received hi3

gratuity, five fathoms of wampum, to satisfy him " for ground broken

up, or any other title or claim." Weshaganesett, a chief of whom we

know nothing further—perhaps he ruled further up the island—also re-

ceived on May 14th, five fathoms of wampumpeage and a coat, while

the Indians themselves were consoled for fruitless labor with their clam

shell hoes with the somewhat increased gift of "twenty and three coates

and thirteen knives," as well as two tarkepes. This last curious word is

plainly written in the records, but may possibly be a very bad trans-

cription of the useful hatchets, so often given in Indian land transfers.

The native inhabitants who removed, undoubtedly went over to the Nar-

ragansett country, as to Miantonomi is entrusted the task of delivering

to them these articles, in the following November.

Even after the Indians had left the Island, intercourse was bv no

means at an end between the mainland dwellers and the white men.

The native " canews " made of hollowed tree trunks, and thus very dif-

ferent from the light birch bark affairs of tribes further north, doubtless

might often be seen slowly approaching our shores. The English made

the same sort of craft elsewhere, and very likely they did so here. They

certainly owned them, as it was ordered in 1640 that no Indian should

" take any cannew from the English, neyther from their Boat-side or

Shore-side." In their canoes the men of Narragansett doubtless brought

venison for trade, skins and furs, the ground nuts which they used to dig

in the woods, and their mats and baskets, woven of rushes or bark, in

making which they were such adepts. In return they eagerly sought
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sugar, strange sweet meats, as raisins or figs, butter or milk which they

highly relished, and more especially cider, for which they developed a

marked taste.

One wonders of what sort were these neighbors of the earliest

settlers. Considerable contemporary evidence has come down to us.

They were tall, the goodliest people that Verazzano had seen in his

voyaging. Disease had not touched the Narragansetts, a fact attributed

by other tribes to their pious fashion of holding great pow-wows and

feasts in the winter season, sacrificing to their Manitou, under their

priests' direction, their cherished possessions. Not warlike, as were the

Pequots and others, the Indians in the Bay had developed a considera-

ble number of industries. They cultivated, as has been said, corn,beans,

strawberries, and also a kind of tobacco, which last the men condescended

to tend. Their women made baskets, fine mats in patterns, and earthen

pottery, baked and decorated with designs made with a corn cob or

twisted rope, though not painted. Fine soapstone pots were also made
not far from here, and trays made from the boles of trees are perhaps

the ones to which Roger Williams alludes as part of the furnishing of a

wigwam. Birch bark buckets that would hold water, laced up with

flexible leather wood, may also have been in use here, as elsewhere.

The Indians of this Island and the mainland near us, chipped well-

shaped arrowheads from the native quartz and blue stone, as well as the

so-called sinkers for nets, battleaxes of ponderous dimension, scrapers*

probably for cleaning the deerskins, and various other tools. The skin3

they wore were carefully dressed and painted in various patterns, and

they worked their beads into curious and varied designs. These beads

in themselves, however, were their chief work, and were an article of

barter which brought them many things which they valued. There

were two sorts of beads, both made of shell. The black or blue, called

suckauhock, was made from the dark eye of the quahaug ; the white,

or wampum, from the stem of the periwinkle. The shells were col-

lected in summer and worked in winter, the shell being broken away,

the bead rubbed into shape and polished on stones, and the hole made
in it with a stone drill. The steel awls that the English could provide

were highly valued by the Indians, as lessening the labor of piercing

the hole. The white peag was so much easier to make than the black

that it never commanded but half its price, and also gradually super-

seded it, so that now we call all Indian beads, wampum, though of

course incorrectly. The belts and head dresses made of these beads,

sewed on a foundation, constituted the savage wealth. A man who

possessed much wampum, wore it by day and slept with it under his

his head at night. The regalia of kings or sachems was of this kind,

and the broad black and white scarf hanging over the shoulders and to
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the knees, and the head band of the same must have been quite orna-

mental. The ordinary dress of the Indian was slight—at first only the

deerskin hung over the shoulder, the waist cloth, leggins, reaching to

the thigh, and moccasins. Both of these latter articles were of deer-

skin, thoroughly tanned and soaked in oil, and thus light and flexible.

Feather mantles were made of the feathers of the wild turkey by certain

old men, and were highly esteemed. A knife, when obtainable, was

hung around an Indian hunter's neck, or perhaps he wore as an amulet

a wolf's tooth or a bit of pierced graphite or other stone. Over the

shoulders was slung a small tobacco pouch, holding a pipe for u drink-

ing " the tobacco they loved, as our forefathers would have said.

Roger Williams gives us information as to the conditions of life

among the Indians in our first settlers' time. They commonly live

long, he says, and are strong, their greatest suffering being from the

toothache, which they very much dread. This pain, he says, is the

only one that makes their stout hearts to cry, and for its relief they use

a certain root dried, not much unlike our ginger—probably what we call

flag-root—or use their tobacco. He also gives in his " Key," the phrase

"Mauchinaash nowepiteass," which being interpreted is "my teeth are

naught," or, as we should say, very poor.

Roger Williams also says that, should sickness come, the Indian

has no remedy against it and succumbs quickly, or as he puts it in

quaint rhyme

"Like Grasshopper the Indian leapes

Till blasts of sickness rise

Nor Soule nor Body Physick hath

Then Soule and Body dies."

The Indian women were modest in demeanor, the children spoilt

and saucy, owing to their parents' overweening affection for them.

Indian villages were most easily removed and it was a usual custom to

shift the place of residence twice a year, in summer, lodging near the

cornfields, in winter removing to the thick warm swamps, where the

wind could not reach them. Such were the natives, Abergeny men or

Salvages, as the English called them. They themselves used the more

common appellation, terming themselves Indiansuck, or Indian folk,

and calling the English " English mannuck,'' * Chauquaquock " or

knife-men, " Wautaconenuaog,'' coat-men, or often " Awaunagress,''

strangers. The English, on their side, had difficulty with the native

names, and seem to have bestowed titles of their own, calling such

Indians as they had dealings with by names invented for the occasion:

"Alderman", l
« Old Man," " Toby." « k Robin Hood," " Cato," or even

in the case of the Indian Manasses, who probably came from that

island, " Molasses."
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The language, as may be seen, was involved and gutteraL Many
words were imitative in their nature, as "p-

reeds, giving the rustling sound. " HonckocV wild geese, whose

honking we still hear, " Kokokehom," owl, audi mKrmknt track/*

crows, and the " sussepesesuck," wild fowl, which surely imitates the

sound of their whistling wings. " Wawwawtov. - they hollow"

as Roger Williams translates it, gives very correctly the sound of the

call with the palm over the mouth, with which they passed on an

alarm from village to village.

The Indian had no word for many belongings of the Englishman,

and was constrained to borrow or invent them. * Naynayoumewot"
was the horse, a creature very much coveted and admired. G
with the plural ending, were "Goatsuck" or the goat fo •: ; i: were

"pigsuck,'' cows " cowsnuck." The swine, by the way, were much
hated by the Indians, who objected to their clever trick o: d _'_

g

clams at low water, thus robbing them. Cocks and hens were

"chicks.' 5 Money was turned in the Indian tongue into Mone
shot into " shottash," and to guns they gave their name for ::. -nder,

"Peskunck/' and shooting became " thunder.:. r — ;i peskhommin."

Shoot, shoot ! gives the sound well—Pumm ! pummoke !

The Englishmen must have seemed to the Indians des.

neighbors, with their attractive articles of merchandise, their :

mantles of English cloth, much desired for its warmth and lightness.

their hoes, awls and hatchets, so superior to the stone ones, and most

valued of all, that " thunder," whereby deer and fowl could be slain

with so much greater ease and certainty than with the quartz arrow

tip on a reed shaft and the bow of native manufacture. 7
liked a looking-glass, though Williams thinks it queer that

should, they •' having no beauty but a swarfish colour."

The Indians never hesitated to ask for anything that caught their

fancy and " Nanoue," give me this or that, was dc n miliar
phrase on their lips. Roger Williams says he has c:

with great quantities of money—by which he means wampum—about

him, beg a knife of an Englishman who haply had never a penny of

money. To those who treated them fairly the Indians proved good

friends, never forgetting a benefit and often repaying such, years later,

as the opportunity came, even remembering in later generations tradi-

tional friendships. It is pleasant to know that, on the whole, the

Indians were given just and kind treatment here. The E ment
for the island was generous, putting things on a friendly footing. In

cases of crime Indians were tried by a jury partly of their own ;

trymen, and an arrangement made with Miantonomi the year aft-:,

founding of Newport, whereby he was to come over and see justice
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done in any case of depredation or offense exceeding the value of

"ten fadome of beads," also made for peace. Later, when the terrible

Indian wars were devastating the country, the plague did not come
nigh us, and the war cry " Iootash " or " Juhetekke''—fight ! fight

!

whereby the warriors encouraged one another in battle, was never

heard on the island When trouble was first feared, the Sachems were

sent for in friendly conference, lodged and fed at the Colony's

expense. Later, as the trouble increased, training, which had been

much neglected, was resumed. All Indians living on the Island were

disarmed, watches and wards were ordered, and four boats, with five

or six men in a boat, engaged for defence, one-third part of the men
who managed the boat to belong to Portsmouth, the rest to Newport.

It is said that a certain amount of guerilla fighting was done by Ports-

mouth men, passing over to the main, but none such was sanctioned

by the authorities, and the " Collony " contented itself in " these dain-

gerous hurries with the Indians," with putting itself " in a suitable

posture of defence, or near as may be to the safety and satisfaction of

all." This lack of aggression on the part of Rhode Island was largely

due to the Quaker proclivities of its governors, who, true to their

peace loving tenets, would not take part in any warfare, even with the

Indians. The Island, indeed, served as a place of refuge and shelter

to the distressed. Providence and Narragansett men, fled hither from

the troubles which drove them from their devastated homes, here the

wounded were brought after the great swamp fight, to be healed of

their wounds, and here, it would seem, certain of the Indians them-

selves sought sanctuary, as after the war is over, it is seriously debated

as to the disposition to be made of those Indians who have come on the

Island of their own accord. All taken in war were bound in nine years'

service or less according to age, and it was seen that there would be

trouble and confusion between bond and free. Accordingly the pitiful

little wigwams or shades of mats which they had set up on " men's

perticular land," or the commons, were ordered demolished, and all

who were being entertained here, were liable to be disposed of for

the benefit of the colony, not as slaves, but for a term of years.

In the course of the war, practically all the Sachems, both of the

Narragansetts and of the Wampanoags, had been killed. It seems, in

reading the history of these times, that the innocent had suffered with

the guilty. Roger Williams early said that it was not only possible

but very easy to live at peace with the Indians, and the " very near

frequent and friendly commerce for near thirty years '' that he and we

enjoyed, proved this to be the case. The Narragansetts were not a

warlike race, but their downfall was involved in that of Pometacom

or Philip of Pokanoket, son of that Ousamequin, who signed the original
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agreement for the grass of the main. The father was ever a friend to

the whites, as were the old chiefs of the Narragansetts, but the son

desired, it is said, to strike a blow for his country, before it was all taken

from him by the aggression of the English, and the Narragansetts, for

supposed aid and harboring of his forces, were nearly exterminated in

the great swamp fight. After this the remnant did no doubt perpe-

trate some acts of revenge, the worst of which was the burning of

Jireh Bull's block house in Narragansett, but on the whole they were

surely far more sinned against than sinning. It is a pleasing thought

that our Island took so small a part in the wars .and that the Indian

neighbors who "for love and favour " had disposed of their lands to us

in 1638, could not lay at our door in 1676 the downfall of their nation

and practical extermination of their race.

The Indians are gone. An occasional individual of mixed blood,

still retains in part the old Narragansett strain. Practically, however,

all that remains to recall them to us, is here and there an earthwork of

their making, the stone implements still found on their camping sites

or hunting fields, and the place names which they have bequeathed to

us. On this island, we have only the hill Wanumetonomy, and the

name Sachuest, perhaps to be interpreted as the mouth of a river.

The islands in the bay, long in the hands of the Indians, had their

native names recorded, and one, Conanicut or Quononicut, long or

longest island, still keeps its own. Rose Island was Conockonoquit;

Gould Island, Aquipimokuk; Dutch Island, Aquidnesset; Goat Island,

Nantee Sinunk, perhaps meaning Queen's Island, as Nahant means an

island, and Siunk, Indian Queen, Coaster's Harbor was Weenat
Shassat, which may perhaps -be interpreted, Tongue-shaped island,

Weenat being a tongue in the Indian language and Shassat having the

meaning of island. Aquidneck is said to mean simply the Island, and

this is the name by which it was always known.

Interpretation of Indian words is at the best somewhat doubtful.

Long years of phonetic reproduction of originals, difficult in any case

for English tongues, has made probably in many instances something

very different from the word as the Indians knew it. Our forefathers

were too busy with the work of colonization to be curious to have on

record the meaning of Indian names, concerning which, to say truth,

they seem to have had little interest. It has remained for a later gen-

eration to rescue, from old sources, those appellations by which the In-

dian knew his familiar places, and thus to revive, to some slight extent,

the memory of the native owner of the soil, who, passing on, has left

behind him only this memorial.
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SOCIETY NOTES

EDITORIAL

Since the publication of the last

regular quarterly Bulletin in Janu-

ary a special number has been

issued (No. 6) containing an arti-

cle upon General Washington's

visit to Newport in 178 1, by Mrs.

French E. Chadwick. This is m
accordance with the purpose of the

editors to print the Bulletin when-

ever a number seems called for, not

being confined to regular times of

publication.

With much regret the editors

are compelled to state that the

engraving of Gov. Coddington in

the January number was taken not

from the original portrait in the

Newport City Hall as we ordered,

but by a mistake of the engraver,

from a copy of that portrait in the

Redwood Library.

MEETINGS

The regular quarterly meeting of

the Society was held February 1 7th

at eight o'clock in the evening,

when an interesting address upon

"Newport in the War of 181
2"

was delivered by the Hon. John
P. Sanborn. The editors greatly

regret their inability to obtain Mr.

Sanborn's permission to publish

this eloquent address.

A special meeting was held on

March 24th at 4 p. m., in celebra-

tion of the 275th anniversary of the

purchase of this Island from the

Indians. The instructive and in-

teresting paper then read by Miss

Maud L. Stevens is printed in this

issue.

At this meeting the Society

adopted new By-Laws, which will

be printed in the Annual Bulletin.

ACQUISITIONS
IN THE MUSEUM

Six photostat prints of broadsides

relating to Newport. From Mr.

George Parker Winship.

Fifteen photostat prints of broad-

sides and early Newport newspa-

pers. From Rhode Island His-

torical Society, by exchange.

Framed photographs of Mrs. Ida

Lewis Wilson and Mrs. Julia

Ward Howe. From Mrs. Floyd

E Baker.

Two daguerreotypes and a picture

of Libby Prison. From Mrs. Jo-

seph Howland.

IN THE LIBRARY

Pamphlet: "Old Boston Families,"

Number One :
" The DeBlois

Family," by Rev. Arthur W. H.

Eaton, D. C. L. From Mr.

Richard C. Derby.

Pamphlet : "Historical Sketch ot

the Fortification Defenses of

Narragansett Bay, since the

M





Founding, in 1638, of the Colony

of Rhode Island," by Brevet-Ma-

jor-General George W. Cullum,

Washington, 1844. From Mr.

Robert L. Maitland.

New York Historical Society Pub-

lications, Vols. 15, 16, 17, 18.

Pamphlet :
" Lest We Forget "

Oliver Hazard Perry. " The
War of 1812; The Battle of

Lake Erie." From the Western

Reserve Historical Society.

M My Pilgrimage to the East M and

"Addresses and Reprints" by

Moncure Daniel Conway, from

his daughter, Mrs. Mildred Con-

way Sawyer.

"Life and Correspondence of

Henry Ingersoll Bowditch," by

Vincent Y. Bowditch. From the

author.

" Pierrepont Genealogies from Nor-

man Times to 1913," by R. Burn-

ham Moffat. From the author.
u History of the Connecticut Val-

ley in Massachusetts," with Illus-

trations and Biographical Sketch-

es. Philadelphia, 1879.

" A Pictorial History of the West-

ern World," Hartford, 1852.

"Popular History of New Eng-

land," edited by Rev. R. H. How-
ard and Prof. Henry E. Crocker,

Boston, 1 88 1.

"A Collection of original manu-
scripts relating to Washington

County, R. I.." 1750- 1800.

NEW MEMBERS

Annual—James R. Lorah, Mi-

chael A. McCormick, William S.

Slocum.

Associate—Rev. Julius Bloch,

Miss Margaret Bokee, Mrs. Henry
K. Durfee, Miss Jeannette Swasey,

Mrs. Ellen G. Cornell Smith.
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Election Day in Newport

A Recollection of Childhood

By MISS M. E. POWEL

From a Paper Read Before the Society on May 27th

Old grandfathers and grandmothers sitting by the Franklin stoves

in the twilight, and sometimes helping to pop corn or roast a greening,

could tell how Capt. James Gardner's packet always brought the

Governor and the legislature and a great crowd from Providence. He
knew how to treat such passengers and could run his packet in so

neatly at Banister's Wharf that you had to watch to know you were

there. They sold lots of Dyerbread and gingerbread Napoleons in the

little old bakery near by. The Governor and the rest were very digni-

fied, picking their steps over the dirty mud up to Townsend's coffee

house on Main street. It is the United States Hotel now and very

different. Townsend's Corner was more open then. There is a little

bit left on Pelham street, just where the long brick walk behind the

fence spread out. The merchants and the shipmasters used to walk

there and talk about politics and elections and other things. Old Mr.

Townsend died long ago and his relations got his great big Chinese

punch bowl, almost as large as a washtub (twenty-two inches across).

When Capt. Smith was bringing it home, the Semiramis was wrecked

off Nantucket, but he took that bowl on his knee in the dingy and
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saved it even if he did lose his whole cargo worth thousands and thou-

sands. While the punch bowl was at the coffee house, after the

Artillery and all of the others were ready to go to the State House,

the Governor would step out and politely ask them all to have a glass,

and they. did. So they cheered him and all marched up the Main

street in fine spirits.

But no fireside tale of a grandfather quite came up to the joy of

being alive, on the Parade, on Election Day, and it was so fortunate

for the children in the 'forties and 'fifties that the governors all lived

in other towns, because thus the scenes of Election began the day

before.

Anxious to verify these childish impressions, after writing

them, a careful search through the files of the Mercury has been

made. Towards the middle fifties the editor complains bitterly that

since the Dorr war in 1842, the ancient glories of Election are paled

and well nigh dwindled away—but a further search—both before and

after that date, to 1861—reveals that on almost every occasion the

scenes such as are here described occurred. The present writer

appears, however, to have crystallized the recollections of ten elections

mostly upon that of 1853, Colonel Perry who had commanded the

Artillery for nine years dying in 1854.

On the morning before Election no lazy boy snoozed abed ; no

little girl begged for one more nap. No warhooping, dressed up in

the old Sun blankets, inherited from great-grandmother, and just like

those of the old Indians. No playing with the kittens—but rush and

scramble into the winter clothing, put on for the last time that year,

and with slides and leaps fly down the short flights ot the spatter-

dashed staircase to the rest of the family gathered at a hasty breakfast

in a fine old paneled room.

Schools were kept that day. What a farce ! Saturday's dandelion

money counted under an overhanging desk-lid. Dreams of tomorrow

upsetting Colburn's Calculations and intermingling with the columns

of those horrid blue spelling books of Webster. Imaginary portraits

of the colonel of the Newport Artillery surreptitiously scrawled by

squeaky pencils on the damp slates !

The older people had their pressing hours too. The final labors

of housecleaning were in most cases over on Saturday night, but the

culinary joys of the morrow could not be ordered by telephone and

must be compounded at home. " Eggs is riz," deposed the owner oi

a very muddy country carryall. Even the industrious hen of Rhode
Island failed occasionally to accomplish all the dozens demanded-

Election was as much the day of the living hen as Thanksgiving was

the doom of the turkey . But the rhubarb pies were baked, the chil-
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s dandelions boiled, ready for heating and serving. Father was

bringing out a mysterious key and very old and dusty demijohns,

devoid of their corks, were seen having their perfumed contents
44 racked off" into pot-bellied decanters with glittering mushroom
stoppers. " That pipe went twice to Calcutta more than fifty years

ago.'' A remark that inspired one little girl to investigate the big

warm closet with an eye to soap bubbles. All to no use. It was

nothing but Madeira and Cadiz wine " that had narrowly escaped from

a pirate." A barrel of hard cider was handy in the cellar and Jamaica

rum stood ready in jugs. Over in the kitchen, odours of Araby, the

lignum vitae mortar and the whaletooth jaggar on the table, the big-

gest clamshell stuck in the brown sugar. Spice, brandy, raisins, citron

and lemons ! What little girl in a blue pinafore but offered " to

help "or resisted a sly nibble until the old Indian Queen and her

daughter, Princess Sarah, from beyond Tiverton, stood at the back

door with their beautiful split straw baskets in a long clothes bag, and

hulled corn in a pail.

The good old chore man crossed the cobbled yard, his arms full of

kindlings and his mouth of tobacco. " I kinder guess you'll want all

them ashes out early mornin ,
> There wount be no more dust 'n litter

than may be—but could ye red' up handy by five? and I'll fetch in

the brown jug of laylocks. Its kinder hefty ye know-" Away flew

those mischievous brats to give a final snort with the bellows at the

ashes in the parlor fireplace. All fires except in the kitchen expired

by midnignt on the eve of Election.

Children's hoods, all fur tippets, the old ladies' feathery velvet

bonnets and camel's hair shawls were now pasted up in well peppered

bandboxes, for on Election, no matter what temperature, the fair sex

emerged from the cocoon of winter soberness into the effulgence of

full summer attire, with fans, pagoda parasols and green veils, while

the masculine portion of the household, often protesting, compliment-

ed the occasion so far as to sport white duck or nankin trousers and

a shady brimmed straw hat, alfcho' the proud possessor of a beaver cr

silk Albert hat never relinquished that or his customary frock coat

unless knowing foreign parts he had acquired a seersucker jacket just

for every day use, but never for 'Lection ! A few snuff boxes may
have been filled that morning, for there was certainly one old gentle-

man living in Newport, so late as after the Rebellion, who indulged in

that dusty habit, but it must have been rather infrequent.

But just then in walked thin Friend Carr from the Quaker farm

on Conanicut, and as he had plenty of eggs for blueing, rolls of fresh

butter, tender asparagus and other country dainties, the small scamps

returned to the kitchen and got under every one's feet.
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That day's dinner was early and nondescript, one or two relations

arrived sooner than expected but they kindly went to buy ribbons at

Frank Lawton's and silk mitts from James Hammond, and forgot

some Bath letter paper and sealing wax at Barber the bookseller's—

and gave time to set all to rights. Beds had been aired, so the feath-

ers were plumped with precision, the undersheet lovingly enfolded the

bolster, blankets galore, "rose" as well as "sun" and patch work,

blue woven, or other beautiful white tufted—inheritances deftly spread

beneath the fringed canopys of the old four posters—many of them

handiwork of Mr. Goddard on the Point near the Blue Rocks. The

crowning glory of ruffled pillows added, the blue jug filled on the wash

hand stand, the little glass a top of the prim chest of drawers given a

final rub, and that very old pin cushion too fine for use, " Welcome
sweet baby'' in pins on its brow, set out near the nosegay, and the

spare chamber was left to the solitude of silhouettes, sunshine and

flies who flitted merrily and were only murdered down in the kitchen

in tumblers of vinegar and molasses, topped by a slice of bread. Chil-

dren who killed flies were PUNISHED !

But dinner is over. Rat-tat goes a neighboring knocker. Mr.

Benjamin Dudley's old clock in the State House strikes two. The

Armory over; On -Clarke street yawns and awakens. Patter, patter

along the streets come foot falls, great and small, all converging to

that portal that every boy hopes to enter and about which they clus-

ter. The Ancient and Honorable Newport Artillery Company, the

personal body guard of the Governor, is about to issue forth from its

abode, form and proceed to Sayer's wharf (now the Yacht Club land-

ing), to greet the incoming Governor. " Get out of the way, boys,"

and with a rumble out run the cannons and the caisson and its limber

chest and there are the swabs and the ram-rods. Oh ! Bully, bully ! Of

course the whole of Newport's boyhood lived only to join the Newport

Artillery. Over a century old, f* A great, great deal older than the

Revolution, and it fought in every war—and won. Of course it won,

it couldn't be beat ! It didn't know how—and it even got ready to go

to wars when sometimes the wars didn't come ! Why, Newport once

rented the Old Stone Mill for ten black peppers a whole year to watch

out for a war for it." But look, look ! The door on the top of the

long flight of Mrs. Champlin's steps on Mary street is open and here

comes Colonel Grant Perry who commands it—and his father, Com-

modore Oliver Perry,Won the Battle of Lake Erie because he had

such a lot of the Newport Artillery in it.
M FSaH in." 'Tention com-

pany !
" Oh, hark there goes Yankee Doodle ! Fife and drum."

"Fall in boys!'' Here's John Joe, and they're ready to march down

to Sayer's wharf !
lt Hay foot—straw foot—now you've got it—See
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you keep it.'' "Look at the people all running to their doors and win-

dows to see us and the Artil'ry march past.''

Mr. Bowler and Mr. Hazard were on the wharf with all their best

hacks, but u Dr." Tennant reigned supreme ! He always drove the

Governor, altho' history fails to disclose the name of his substitute on

those occasions who guided the doctor's famous yellow stage coach,

awaiting the promiscuous arrivals with carpet bags and gingham cov-

ered band boxes. Though for two centuries the Governor had gone

on foot up the clumsy path on Bannister's wharf or earlier landing

places, now he was to be driven to the Bellevue Hotel, escorted in

state, as of yore, by his body guard and accompanied by such of the

legislature and the politicians as did not seek the seclusion of the Park

House in the close vicinity of the State House. The White Horse

Inn had become a private dwelling. On one day only of the whole

year did the steamer Ferry fail to set the clocks of every Newport
home as she blew her whistle when abreast of Long wharf. Many a

sedate old clock was surprised by a shove to the east or the westward

from some old sea captain, who " made it so " according to the voice

of the Perry. But the day before Election, even the clocks had a re-

spite, and the Perry permitted herself some slight laxity from unvary-

ing punctuality. Every one loved the Perry, and she was an honora-

ble barge, like that of the Doge of Venice—but much more sea-

worthy—if Turner's pictures are to be believed, conveying the candi-

date, the Governor, the magnates of the State, their friends, their sis-

ters, their cousins, and their aunts, as well as their wives to the great

assembling at Newport for the famous day in May.

Over on the next wharf was the firing-squad, their two old glit-

tering brass field pieces, six pounders, loaded with blank cartridges

and well primed. The rest of the company, far in advance of the

hacks and crowd on Banister's wharf, lined about the empty space

at the landing. Every boy put his hands to his ears, so did many
spectators. '• Here she comes.'' " Whooo? said the Perry. " Wang%

bango^ replied the guns! A breathless pause. The Perry was

sprung in, the walking beam worked once or twice, the paddles shiv-

ered, the gang plank shot across, the steam roared into space, and the

Governor that was and the Governor .that was to be, frequently one

and the same personage, occasionally two, stepped calmly off and stood

upon Newport ground.

In the bustle that ensued, small boys were over-topped and only

those favored few perched upon the pile heads could see anything,

and they not much, for Uncle Sylvester was one of the tallest and

strongest of Newport's citizens, and although he never owned a uni-

form, on such occasions he wore his star outside his coat. A nod was





enough, the small boy had to tumble before it and slide down. So-

briety and order were well preserved when that one good town coi

stable held old Newport in control.

Going home from Sayre's Wharf—Mother had said that th-

must come straight home for it might be rowdy there—the small bm
comforted themselves by playing leapfrog over the cedar posts in

front of the red market, and the butt ends of the old Tartar's guns

the foot of the Mall. Demure little girls clinging to the fingers
I

indulgent but hurrying papas watched those boys dipping water f:

the fountain and privately considered them horrid. Certainly the,

ought not to follow the Governor to the Bellevue Hotel on the

where all those old gentlemen would be talking so solemnly on I

long piazza behind horse chestnut trees.

" Bed time ? Oh, dear! Pick the wick of that smoky whale-' i

lamp with this pin. The Sandman has come from the Beach before

the nine o'clock bell rings ! '' The queer noises out on the Farad:

were not heard in the third-story nursery after that

!

Election day dawned. Before old Sol came out of his daily bath

in the ocean, up rose John Joe at the Asylum, put on his threadbare

grey jacket all bright with yellow tape, set his plumed cocked hat aver

his ebony face and with majesty stalked off from Coasters' Harbor to

Newport. Son of an African king, rescued from a drifting boat, bis

first years in America spent in raving madness, and his last forty in

amiable imbecility, military pomp was his delight and he was the self-

appointed conductor of the Artillery Company, squaring his shoulders

and flourishing his stick. At the same early hour poor " Seneca"

Sprague, clasping his precious portfolio of papers, emerged from his

dirty lair and slunk along on the sidewalk, prophesying the milleniuni

in hurried mutterings,—type perhaps of the fanatics of the English

commonwealth.

The visitors, too, were beginning to stir behind those green

bamboo blinds—gifts from tea-ship captains, then proudly shading

spare room windows—now scornfully relegated outside to mode;; 1
.

piazzas. Full-skirted India silks, fringed basques and stylish polka

jackets made by Mrs. Stedman, the best of challis delaines,

the neatest of calicoes from Friend Job Sherman's select stock were

at hand. Flowing undersleeves, habit shirts with round collars, an-

large pocket handkerchiefs lay in top drawers. Lots of little girls in

embroidered white dresses were begging for grandmother's beautiful

old gold beads, and some others in the prettiest of white ruffled aprons

and corals, over neat chintz, held their brittle carnelian rings in their

mouths while they tied up the sandal laces of heelless flat slippers,

just peeping below their long wide pantalettes. Mother had on her
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best stone cameo pin and long earrings. Ophelia in the kitchen never

took off her guinea gold hoops, yet she tied on her best bandanna on

Lection before breakfast. Father, it is true, almost forgot his last

birthday present, the cross stitched suspenders, but they were found

just in time before he put on his plaid vest with the beautiful fancy

glass buttons, and his whiskers were splendid. Little brother's new
boots with red tops had slept under his pillow and all those girl baby
curls had flopped into the Franklin last night forever. Big brother

wore a horse hair ring that morning, but that pretty scholar at Miss

Coe's school had it on next day. Never mind breakfast, who wanted

to eat ? Mrs. Hazard had sent a great bunch of. white lilacs from the

very bush that the French officers had given Mrs. Vernon on Church
street. Stuck in empty blue ginger jars and set on the worsted mats in

the big parlor, how lovely they were ! Was there ever so fine a day ?

The sky so blue and the clouds so white puffing high up across the

trees on the Mall and the pigeons fidgetting about the fountain.

A steady stream of carryalls and shandrydans was pouring out of

Broad street into the Parade, and horses were led away from their

shafts. Mr. Elbert Anderson and his family and Miss Gibbs of Oak-

land, always drove here in their carriages, and Mr. Thomas R. Hazard,

of Vaucluse, owned a gig as well as that carryall, whose wrought iron

fragments now rust to the east of the house out in Portsmouth. Funny
tents and booths had sprung up in every direction last night. The
showmen were shouting their wonders The best fire-crackers were

selling over at lame Mr. Melvill's store on Main street, real Chinese

and smelling of China, too ! Bang !
H That was one, that's a king,

that yellow one. Once there was a boy who had so much money he

held a pack and set it off, pop, pop, pop, with his punk. A pack costs

a whole dime, too. You can't buy fire-crackers for a copper, or, like

torpedoes, for sixpence. No sir !" Fish horns were blowing and the

confused hubbub of a merry making came from all quarters of the

Parade.

Had Father Fitton, the best of priests, hurried past— errands

like his were stopped by no 'Lection—an old woman in a quilled cap

and bright blanket shawl might have jerked him a curtesy. The mills

had brought an influx of Irish to Newport. 4; Sure it's a grand church

his riverence is buildin' !" And the same might have been said of

Dominie Thayer, who must have been present ! Two neighboring

churches were taking shape on Back street, the first buildings of Con-

necticut brown stone since that of Malbone's Garden, famed in fact

and fable.

Visitors were going from house to house. A great many people

Shoolf hands and lifted their hats. Ladies and children were hurrying





into all the front doors without scraping their feet, it was such f:.

weather. Negro women sat peddling Dyerbread, 'lection buns an< 4

popcorn balls. Peanuts and cocoanuts were on sale all about. Mc i

of the scrap iron and dandelion money was going into blue eggs, tor-

pedoes, sassafras candy and those adorable striped peppermint cai

canes, from four inches to three feet in length according to your cash

Noisy boys ran about and fell over the cobbles with these canes in

their hands, but as coppers and three-cent silver bits were scarce, and

York shillings vanished into shows and raspberry shrub—they picked

up all the pieces and sucked them to the last scrap.

Some gaunt old gentlemen in tall curly brimmed hats, white

stocks, high buttoned frock coats and strapped trousers paced slowly

along, bowing formally to the Brinley family, saluting respected Mrs

Governor Lawton in her plain cap, sitting by her window ; and tap-

ping the ground at each step with the ferules of their gold-headed or

whale ivory-topped malacca joints as they passed the empty front

windows of Mrs. Oliver Hazard Perry's large mansion. She always

sat in the upper back room that looked out on her flowers and quince

trees. Even her son at the head of the Company could hardly have

tempted that serene quiet lady to come forward.

Mrs. Captain James Lawrence, on the contrary, widowed when

almost a child, did occasionally come down the hill from her cottage

on Kay street, deferentially escorted by some of the magnates of the

land, Southern planters from the Bellevue, perhaps, and maybe to

show the festive scene to her one beautiful little grandchild Mary.

Curly headed young girls from the country, some rather showy

bonnets from Providence, all with their attendant swains, sporting

bosom pins, also gathered by the Mall, where the flat topped white-

washed fence was thick with spectators of both sexes, perched in a

row like chippy birds, and occasionally capsizing. Chimney swallows

darted from Zion Church across the summer heliotrope and southern-

wood in Mrs. Goodwin's clamshell-bordered garden over in Sunshine

court. A giant was huddled in a small tent just in front. In all the

distant streets keys were turning in door locks, and the whole town,

save the Parade and Main street, seemed deserted. A stray ox team, \

a quintal of cod fish, somewhat belated, may have jolted past, just as

that mud-plastered Tiverton stage creaked into sight and disgorged

stiff jointed passengers from its airless dark maw the very minute be-

fore some sharp sighted mackerelman—the fleet was in of course

—

shouted " There they be "—and up Main street to martial strain

—

kettle drums thumping—came the procession !

The Legislature had all gone up from the Park House to take

place in line. The Artillery in brush pompoms—those red nodding





plumes came later—lip chains and high shakos, white cross belts, lots

of buttons, facings, swallowtail coats, and white trousers were grand!

At their head marched Colonel Perry—they were guarding their per-

sonal charge—the Governor—and with all due respect to office and

• position came slowly up the Parade, the State's officers, the survivors

of Lake Erie—two or three only—officers from Fort Adams and

Colonel Gates preceding lawyers, divines, doctors and other dignita-

ries, slowly trailing out into "citizens and others.'' Nobody thought

anything. Everybody just stared stock still until the flag went by.

Then sometimes a half whisper " That's Dr. Usher Parsons of Lake

Erie ." " Old Lieutenant Brownell and Commodore Taylor, they're

the last in this town!" "Yes, Governor John Brown Francis."

" Did you ever see the French consul, old Mr. Gourand in his uniform

—all gold lace ? he kept poodle dogs." " There goes young Tom
Sherman, he did well in Mexico.'' The others were just elderly gen-

tlemen not a bit interesting. But on steadfastly they went and up the

high steps, and into the big open dark door of the State House did

|

' they march, through a lane made out of the Artillery Company with

their burnished muskets held up in front of them. Then the officers

shouted out an order and the Artillery wheeled about and counter-

marched and halted in front of some of the houses on the Parade.

They stacked arms and did all sorts of adorable things, and the noise

on the Parade of fish horns and torpedoes and firecrackers and every-

body began again. The cannons were in the Mall, but nobody now
remembers just when they got there. The little boys ran about and

stared at the shows, and seafaring men, a few old whalers aud one or

two bronzed sailors with earrings, stood idle. The harbor was full,

and some silly lad from a "'Down Easter" had got into the grasp of

Uncle Sylvester and was summarily marched off. " Everybody had

all their windows open because after that long tiresome season— no,

session—in the State House would be done, Colonel Perry would order

a salute fired, and nobody wanted the cannons to break their windows.

Everybody had to stay outside the Mall too before that. Sometimes

old family portraits fell off the walls."

In the almost Sunday calm of the cool shady drawing rooms of

Mrs. Benjamin Hazard on Broad street, and of Mrs. Samuel Vernon

on Clarke street, where the memories of General Washington and our

I French allies were vivid, the daughters of these ladies set out great

luscious Election cakes and poured fragrant egg nog into tall narrow

glasses. Everyone kept open house in such fashion. Even Governor

Gibbs, far away on Mill street, knew that in the afternoon his former

constituents would toast old days in egg-nog—and drink to the memo-
ries of General George Washington and General Nathaniel Greene in
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silence standing, from glasses of the Governor's father's old Madeira

Old Sol strolled on overhead, the afternoon grew warm
; the

Block Island boat must have been late, for the Artillery Company got

very tired and yawned and stretched their arms, some took off their

shakos and wiped their faces, (they had had their dinners too).

Sometimes a full grown man was brave enough to go up and speak to

one of the waiting warriors,—and one of them once said " Boy, go and

tell that young lady I have to stay right here." A great officer

beckoned John Joe and he went grinning into a yard and drew a pail

of water and borrowed a cocoanut dipper, perhaps Mr. Zenas Ham-
mond made it for a present, and came back and the Artillery seemeJ

to enjoy another pail full too, although it was not as hot as Mexico in

the afternoon. But a messenger hurried out of the State House and

ran down the steps—and everybody inside the houses and out on the

Parade instantly felt better and seemed sure that they knew what it

was all about. Perhaps they were getting through inside the State

House what ever they did. Two or three came out but nothing hap-

pened. Children were getting naughty, some people were cross, and

one old Quaker lady drowsed oft behind her palm leaf fan. On one

unforgettable Election something kept the Governor unelected so late

that the children were sent to bed, protesting of course ! No sleep for

them ! But it came, so deep that they never heard any salute what-

ever although it was fired right there before midnight. However on

this fair afternoon, a little before six o'clock, the bees behind Apothe-

caries' Hall came out with an angry buzz. Miss Katy Dennis glided to

the door of her Ladies' Worsted Work Emporium, and Miss Katy

Hazard next door quavered anxiously towards the shelf of her best

Wedgewood, as the Artillery with one jump fell in. All of a sudden

a gentleman came out on the balcony above the big front door of the

State House and held up his hand as if the sun was in his eyes.

Everybody was wide awake instantly but so still you could have heard

a pin fallout of a canton crepe shawl. Otners came on the balcony

behind him. He cried out to all the people in a loud voice :

"Oyez Oyez, Philip Allen is elected Governor of Rhode Island

and Providence Plantations" .... I cannot find the

full wording anywhere and do not remember it. "God save the State

of Rhode Island! Oyez. Oyez." "for a year or until another be

chosen," addended a disgruntled proclaimed

A deep breath of relief ran through the crowd. A foregone con-

clusion but a solemn event. Then everybody huzzared and shouted

and backed away from the Mall. The Artillery minded Colonel Perry

at once, and the cannons roared out the loudest salute ever fired. All

the windows rattled awfully though they were open. The smoke was
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thicker than fog in Quaker Meeting week—(and next year they fired

on Long Wharf). The Governor and everybody came down the steps,

the procession re-formed, the crowd began slowly to dwindle, as it van-

ished from the Parade. The side shows and booths were packing up,

the fortunes were told, the giant came out of his tent, the carryalls

set out for the other Island towns, and most of the big boys instead

of going up to the governor's headquarters on the hill to see the Artil-

lery fire three blank volleys from their muskets (one quick-sighted

governor saved his own life from a ramrod)—raced off down Kanister

Wharf to see the fights. Lots of them, man to man, and general scrim-

mages. The Parade was just litter, egg shells and mess from end to

end!
But Newport's Election day was never a drunken revel. In those

days, although gentlemen drank in ways no longer accepted, and rum
and hard cider served the multitude, Election was, with little excep-

tion, a grave and orderly occasion. No child could penetrate to the

rites of Inauguration. Such were its impenetrable wonders, it could

but watch the popular demonstration, but those venerable white

houses would have scorned to open their pillastered doors to triflers

or to look down upon a rabble polluting the Parade. It was, all told,

the most formal occasion of the year. Deepest respect and honor

followed the Governor, Captain General and Commander-in-chief, as the

old days styled him. Faction and feeling might have been passionate,

some heartburning must exist always in popular government, but

there was no pastime in the work of the day, and within the hallowed

walls of the State House the rights of liberty were ratified, and the

Governor, first citizen of the State, inaugurated "for a year or until

another be chosen.''

If Mr. Roger Williams, Mr. John Clarke, and Governor Codding-

ton could come to life and see the marvel that their hands have

wrought—this little State holding its head proportionately with the

great territories of this vast Union, like those wondering Indians at

Slate Rock, I think they, too, would break their silence, and turning

to each other piously exclaim " What God hath wrought !

"

SOME ELECTION DAY RECIPES.

ELECTION CAKE.

To be baked in big round pans, three or four inches deep, and
?

when cold to be very thinly iced so that the cake shows through.

No. I. Three cups of milk, two of brown sugar and one of yeast.

Stir into a batter over night. The next morning add two cups of

sugar, two of butter, three eggs, half a nutmeg, one tablespoonful of
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cinnamon, one pound of raisins, and a gill of brandy. Add half a tea-

spoonful of soda in a tablespoonful of milk, and beat all well. It must

stand to rise again in the greased pans to be light before baking.

(Printed recipe.)

No. 2. Ten cups of flour, two of sugar, one of home made yeast

or two-thirds of a cup of distiller's yeast, omitting a little to use in the

morning. Beat the batter well. Let rise over night. Take two cups

of sugar, three of butter, two eggs and the rest of the yeast, add to

this first batter, beat very hard and let it rise again. When very light

add halt an ounce of nutmeg and one-fourth ounce of mace, two pounds

of raisins, one pound of citron, one teaspoonful of soda, two teaspoon-

fuls of cream of tartar, one wine glass of brandy. Let the cake rise

again in the pans before putting it into the oven. Bake in a moderate

oven (and pray reduce the spice.)

No. 3. One pound two ounces of flour, half a pint of milk, half

a yeast cake, nine ounces of butter, ten ounces of sugar, grated peel

of a lemon, teaspoonful of mace and nutmeg mixed, two ounces of

sliced citron, half a pound of stoned raisins, one-fourth of a tumbler of

brandy and madeira, mixed with a tablespoonful of rose water. Two
eggs.

At noon or early afterwards begin this cake. Set the sponge of

flour, lukewarm milk and yeast, beat well, cover pan with a thick

towel and set in a warm place to rise. At night when very light add

sugar, spices and eggs. Set in moderately warm place to rise after

beating well. Early in the morning add the fruit dry and floured,

lemon peel and liquors. Pour into loaf pans with buttered papers in

them; let stand one hour to rise in a warm place, then bake. One-half

a teaspoon of soda dissolved in a little warm water and stirred into

the batter just before putting into the pans is an improvement.

Note. All three of these recipes have merit. The two last are

claimed by Hartford, but have been pronounced also " genuine old

Newport Election Cake.'' Many other recipes were examined, but

these found most advisable.

EGG NOG.

Two tumblers Sherry wine, ii tumblers of Brandy, 2 tumblers of

water, J lb. of sugar, two dozen eggs. Mix all together with the

whipped yolks, then add the well beaten whites and mix thoroughly

together. Pour into whip glasses or lemonade glasses and grate nut-

meg on the top.

Note. The above, furnished by a member of one of Newport's
most ancient families, is orthodox egg nog. Hetrodox egg nog had
milk or cream substituted for the water, and was practically milk

punch, not genuine Newport egg nog.
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The annual meeting of the Society was held on May 27th. The
report of the President required by the by-laws was not presented

—

as we have unfortunately been deprived of his presence during the

entire year. The Vice President was, through illness, prevented from

supplying the deficiency, and tne Librarian was asked to incorporate

in her report the facts which the President's report should have con-

tained. Her report is as follows :

REPORT OF LIBRARIAN

To the Officers and Members of the Newport Historical Society :

Your librarian has the charge and superintendence of the build-

ings of the Society, and the care and arrangement of the books and

manuscripts and the collection of relics. She also has the charge of

sending out all acknowledgments, notices, publications, etc., and of

the correspondence of the Society relating to its work and to ques-

tions of general or local history which may be asked. All these rou-

tine duties and whatever special work has been necessary have been

performed as faithfully as possible, and it is a pleasure to report that

everything is in o.der, up to date. Something of the condition and

needs of the Society I shall try to tell you in this report for the year

ending May 27, 191 3.

Four hundred and fifty letters have been received, filed and in-

dexed
; 508 have been written and copies placed on file, 90 ac-

knowledgments were sent at the time of the Loan Exhibition. Re-

ferring to the former, one will find that our friendly relations with the

outside world, and with other Societies, are daily increasing.

Accessions to the library have been numerous, and distinctly val-

uable to students of genealogy and local history, who are frequent

visitors. 405 books have been received, 375 being gifts ; and we have

had 20 volumes of newspapers rebound. These are constantly in use

and are a very valuable part of our library.

The museum has been enriched by numerous articles, including

portraits and framed photographs ; a collection of prints of broadsides

and early newspapers not already in our collection ; and photographs

of old Newport doorways and houses. A gift of great interest is the

white cross of the Order of Naval Merit, conferred upon Captain Jo-

seph Irish of Newport by King Alfonso XII of Spain. Five medals

given to the late Ida Lewis, to commemorate heroic rescues, and a

silver tea-pot presented to her by the officers and soldiers of Fort

Adams, form an interesting group.

Many original deeds and wills, and a number of sheriff's papers

relating to Washington County, Rhode Island, have been added to
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the manuscript collection, which an interested searcher recently said

would justify the existence of this Society even if no other work should

be accomplished.

You now possess a library containing 7000 bound volumes and

6200 pamphlets ; a museum displaying 1167 articles of interest and

value, with a catalogue being prepared for publication ; a collection of

manuscripts, including 237 books, 288 deeds and 72 probate records

classified and available for instant use; 100 packages of papers as yet

unclassified.

You also have on deposit the early Friends' records of Rhode
Island ; record books and other possessions of the Congregational and

St. George's Churches ; records of engine companies ; and documents

and relics belonging to many people who feel that the Historical So-

ciety is the proper custodian of objects of historic value.

The responsibility of caring for these priceless possessions is very

great, and your librarian feels that this question is one that should

have your earnest attention at this time. The cases and housing

space are already taxed to their utmost capacity and the staff is not

large enough to properly safe-guard the collections, in addition to

other duties. With the increase of visitors which the summer will

bring, the problem will be even more serious, so that while we wel-

come the visitors, we feel deeply the responsibility which their pres-

ence entails. Will not the Society consider as soon as possible the

advisability of enlarged space and more assistance ?

Last year 263 members were reported. To day we have 312, and

it is gratifying to know that during the past year only a very few of

these have not visited the rooms of the Society or communicated in

some way with the librarian, while most of them have consulted her

not once but many times. This fact shows a constantly growing in-

terest, which is eminently satisfactory, but it also makes insistent the

need for more clerical assistance, for with the increased membership

come naturally increased demands upon the time of the librarian, and

nearly every moment of her day (which lengthens frequently into a

nine-hour service), is devoted to the help which is gladly given all who

ask it. In order to give you an idea of the number of visitors, each of

whom requires more or less time from those in charge, an account has

been kept for the last month, which is by no means the busiest. From

April 23 to May 26 (including 25 full days) your Rooms have been

visited by 330 people, either for the purpose of research or of examin-

ing certain articles of historic interest, none of these being just the

sight-seers who come in large numbers later in the season. Many oi

our visitors are members of other Historical Societies, and we receive

mutual benefit from an interchange of ideas. Many are children; and
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this brings me to an important part of our work. Our Society is

slowly, but I think steadily proving its value, not only to scholars, but

to educators and to social workers among the young people. And in-

asmuch as the future of our Society is in the hands of the children of

• to-day, we ought to make our collections as accessible to them and as

attractive as possible. Your librarian has always considered this an

important field for activity, and encourages the visits of the little ones,

who return day after day, bringing another and yet another small en-

thusiast. Teachers bring their classes, and Civic League Directors

their clubs, all of whom are particularly interested in local history.

Camp-fire Girls enjoy the Indian relics, the Boy Scouts naturally turn

to the weapons of war, and there is a great demand from all for Civil

War relics. I wish we had more of them. Even tiny children come
frequently, and, with the utmost confidence, ask to see the " pretty

toys." This name does not in the least imply the wrong sort of fa-

miliarity, but only that kind which in later years becomes love and

reverence.

It was a disappointment to the librarian not be privileged to

have a share in the recent Civic Welfare Exhibit, and she feels that

this was due only to the fact that while the children themselves are

sure of a welcome here, the general public has not yet realized our

efforts in this direction. Will not our members help by first m iking

themselves familiar with the collections and then arousing the inter-

est of the young people of their acquaintance ?

The annual report of the Chicago Historical Society, since re-

ceived, shows the amount of work accomplished there along these

lines. This is of course a larger Society, but our aims are the same.

May I quote from the Librarian, just a line in regard to the Child

Welfare Conference there.

M The amount and variety of organized effort for children reported

upon in the Child Welfare Conferences astonished even its promoters,

yet in the multitude of hospital, recreational, religious and educa-

tional institutions invited to take part, there was room made for the

Chicago Historical Society on one of the programs Not only this

but the brief and impromptu talk on History, Patriotism and the

Child given by your librarian is spread upon the records of the con-

ference. This because it was recognized that this Society afforded

an element in cultural work for children that no other institution could

offer, namely, the quickening of the spirit of patriotism by means of

the study of the achievements of the past." Will not the Newport

members help to make known the work of this Society ?

In her work among the young people, your librarian has welcomed

each opportunity to help make real the study of the American History
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class of Rogers High School. The class visited our museum, as us::
|

and later the librarian was invited to read before it a paper on |

Battle of Rhode Island, and to conduct an expedition to the seer

the conflict. Butts Hill, where stands the fortification, Lehigh H
which commands a wonderful view of the surrounding hills an .

valleys, and the " Hessians' Hole " and " Bloody Brook " were visit

while the class endeavored to reconstruct as far as possible the scenes

of Revolutionary days.

We have been able to co-operate with several public-spirited soci-

eties during the past year, not only with the Civic League in its work

among the children, but in a small way by Inviting such societies to

hold their meetings in our rooms. The General Nathaniel Greene

Memorial Association, William Ellery and Col. William Barton Chan-

ters, Daughters of the American Revolution, the Natural History

Society, the Newport Improvement Association and the Newport

Garden Association have met here this year; and if these societies arc-

not all engaged in preserving history, they surely are helping to make

it.

It is a satisfaction to report that we have been able to progress

along another important line, that of publication. Through the kind-

ness of Rev. Roderick Terry, Mr. Hamilton B. Tompkins and Mrs.

William H.Birckhead, our Bulletin, established last year, has been

most successful, and eagerly sought by other Historical Societies and

Libraries, while many complimentary letters have been received re-

lating to it. Beside the Bulletin, of whose interesting contents you

are all aware, the librarian has been able to publish a number of

records of value to the antiquarian, among them the original will of

Rev. Obadiah Holmes, with extracts from his own Memoirs : New-

port Cemetery inscriptions ; abstracts of early probate records of New-

port, and other interesting items, in regard to all of which appreciative

letters have been received.

The Society has had three regular and two special meetings since

the annual. In August, Mr. Lloyd Mayer gave an instructive paper

upon the Battle of Rhode Island ; at the November meeting, Mrs.

VVilliam H. Birckhead, daughter of our first President, Dr. David King,

presented a delightful paper upon Governor William Coddington,

which she compiled from her father's notes ; in December, at a special

meeting called for the purpose, we had the pleasure of hearing the

result of Mrs. French E. Chadwick's exhaustive research upon Gen.

eral Washington's visit to Rhode Island, and at the March meeting.

Hon. John P. Sanborn gave a brilliant address upon our own hero.

Oliver Hazard Perry, and the War of 1812. Another special meeting

was called in April, to commemorate the purchase of this Island from
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the Indians, and Miss Maude Lyman Stevens told us of those early

days and customs. At the afternoon meetings, tea has been served,

during which the members have enjoyed the social intercourse and

the opportunity to examine any acquisitions to the museum.
With all our pleasure in the progress we are making and the new

members we are adding to our roll, we do not forget those who have

been called away from us by death. This year we seem to have lost

many who were good friends, Mr. Hugh D. Auchincloss, Mr. Ralph

R. Barker, Miss Carrie A. Dring, Mr. George A. Edds, Mr. James B.

Hammond, Mr. Peter Patterson and Mr. Theodore W. Phinney.

Several members have asked to have included in this repurt a list

of the needs of the Society, since, if they are known, a way may be

found to obtain them.

First of all, additional assistance is absolutely necessary. Visit-

ors to the Museum and Library must be accompanied by one of the

staff, and at the same time, some one must be guarding the front of

the building, for everywhere are the treasures of the Society and of

others who have deposited with us. During the past year, the libra-

rian has employed an extra clerk at her own expense. If this had not

been done, none of the routine work could have been accomplished,

neither would the collections have been satisfactorily guarded.

And this need of course involves another—that of a still larger

income, in order to obtain not only the clerical assistance but also

many articles which are necessary for the office and buildings.

Through the kindly interest of Mr. Frank K. Sturgis and Col. C. L.

F Robinson, sufficient pledges have been secured to assure the sum
of $500 annually for five years. This, with the appropriation of

$500 from the State of Rhode Island, and the amount from dues

and dividends, together with a number of gifts, would probably

have entirely covered this year's expenses, had we not been obliged

to pay a number of last year's accounts.

Among things needed are more cases for the exhibits, and a new

typewriter. We need assistance in arranging scrap books, for which

interesting materials are constantly given, but for arranging which,

there is no time whatever. Volunteer assistance or contributions

toward a small fund will be gratefully received by the librarian ; also

for classifying and arranging the miscellaneous packages of manu-

script ; and for continuing the museum catalogue and general refer-

ence index, which latter now contains 14000 cards, and is hourly prov-

ing its value.

Additions to the collections of pamphlets and manuscripts are

solicited, and for the museum, relics of the Civil War and early New-

port, photographs of the town and old NewporUrs, and anything to

illustrate local history.
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In closing, may I give my sincere appreciation and thanks to the

many members whose interest and kind words have not only been

encouragement and inspiration for my work, but have helped to make
it the pleasure that it has been.

Respectfully submitted,

EDITH MAY TILLEY,

Librarian.

SOCIETY NOTES

EDITORIAL

The paper presented in this num-
ber of the Bulletin is a part only of

that read by Miss M. E. Powel at

the annual meeting. This portion

consists of reminiscences of her

childhood, and is full of interest to

all who desire to have vividly por-

trayed the life of our city near the

middle of the last century. History

consists not more in recording im-

portant heroic acts, than in pictur-

ing the scenes of daily life.

In a later issue we shall publish

the new by-laws adopted at the

annual meeting.

MEETINGS

The annual meeting held on

May 27th was of unusual interest

and well attended. The papers

contained in this Bulletin were

read, new by-laws adopted, and

officers elected for the year.

NEW MEMBERS

Sustaining—Mrs. J. Francis A.

Clark, Mrs. Edward Potter.

Annual—Charles A. N. Wanton,

Mrs. Schuyler Van Rensselaer.

ITEMS

On the nth of June last, the

Committee on Marking Historical

Sites in Rhode Island, accepted

the use of our rooms for the dedica-

tory exercises on the occasion of

the placing of a tablet on the old

State House in Newport, at which

addresses were made by Wilfred

H. Munro, L. H. D., chairman oi

the committee and president of the

Rhode Island Historical Society,

and Professor Wm. MacDonald of

Brown University. Hamilton B.

Tompkins, who represents our So-

ciety on the committee, had charge

of the locating of the tablet and

arranging for the exercises.
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OFFICERS
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I

Newport Historical Society
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For the year ending May, 191

4

President, HON. DANIEL B. FEARING

First Vice-President, REV. RODERICK TERRY
Second Vice-President, HON. ROBERT S. FRANKLIN

Third Vice President, MR. FRANK K. STURGIS

Recording Secretary, HON. JOHN P. SANBORN
Corresponding Secretary, MR. GEORGE H. RICHARDSON

(Treasurer, MR. HENRY C. STEVENS, Jr.
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FOR THREE YEARS
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER

The Treasurer's report was also presented and is as follows :

William S. Sherman, Treasurer, in account with the Newport His-

torical Society, from May 28, 1912, to May 27, 191 3.

1912

May 28

DR.

To Balance from former account.

To Amount received from Annual dues,
" Associate dues,
11 Sustaining members,
44 State of R. I.,

44 Interest on funds,
44 Museum fees,
44

Gifts,
44 Loan exhibition,
44

Incidentals,
44 Loan,

$26 79

284 00

47 00

390 00

500 00

109 98

26 60

949 00

107 50

13 93

100 00

$2554 SO
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CR.

By Amount paid Edith May Tilley, $1000 00
tt t 4 ** Margaret Bloomfield, 160 00
it « * " Janitor, 414 76
tt i 1 ° for Gas, 8 87
tt t " 44 Fuel, 274 57
tt t 44 44 Water, 11 00
tt t 4 " " Insurance, 20 00
tt i 4 " •' Office Supplies, 16 85
tt t 44 44

Bills, 289 32
tt i 4 " " Interest, 309 00
tt t 4 " 4i Telephone, 41 27
" Balan ee on deposit, National Exchange Bank, 9 16

DAVID KING BOOK FUND

DR.

To Balance from former account,
44 Dividends from Island Savings Bank,
44 Interest from Newport Historical Society,
44 Rebate from bill,

CR.

By Amount paid for Books,
44 Balance on deposit in National Exchange Bank,

$15 79

80 00

100 00

5 25

$201 04

$164 73

36 31

$2554 80

$201 04

MEMORANDUM OF FUNDS

LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND

Deposited in Savings Bank of Newport,
44 Industrial Trust Co.,

Four shares Newport National Bank,

CHARLES H. RUSSELL BEQUEST

Deposited in Savings Bank of Newport,

DAVID KING BOOK FUND

Deposited in Island Savings Bank,

Note of Newport Historical Society,

$572 76

900 00

400 00 $1872 76

$1000 00 $1000 00

$2000 00

2000 00 $4000 00

$6872 76
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INDEBTEDNESS

Mortgage note Newport Trust Co.

,

Note to David King Book Fund,

Note, to National Exchange Bank,

Note to Newport Trust Co.

,

Estate of R. Hammett Tilley,

Loan to Newport Historical Society,

$2300 00

2000 00

1400 00

200 00

400 00

100 00 $6400 OQ

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM S. SHERMAN,
Treasurer.

Examined and found correct.

ROBT. S. FRANKLIN,
Auditor.
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Mr. Charles Potter Kling,

Mrs. William Watts Sherman
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BULLETIN
OF THE

Newport Historical Society

Number Nine NEWPORT, R. I. October, 1913

On the So-called Portrait

of Governor William Coddington

in the City Hall at Newport

A Paper read before the Society at the Regular Quarterly Meeting
August 18, 1913

By HAMILTON B. TOMPKINS

Referring to the so-called portrait of Gov. William Coddington,

which appears in Bulletin No. 5 of the Newport Historical Society. I

have grave doubts that the portrait in the City Hall of which the Bul-

letin picture claims to be a copy, is in reality that of the first William

Coddington. While it is stated in the Bulletin that it is from the

portrait in the City Hall, yet in fact it is taken from the very much
idealized copy made by Charles B. King from the City Hall picture, and

now in the Redwood Library.

My attention was first called to the doubtful authenticity of the

portrait by the statement made by the late Charles Deane, LL.D., for-

merly Vice President of the Massachusetts Historical Society, who Bays

in his article on New England, in the third volume of Justin Winsor's

Narrative and Critical History of America, "there is an alleged portrait

of Coddington in the Council Chamber at Newport." Upon making

inquiries in regard to the picture, I learned that Mr. H. H. Swinburne,

formerly an active member of our society, a native of Newport, and

somewhat a student of its history, had many years ago claimed that it

was not a portrait of the first governor.





Surely there was no one in this country during Coddington's life, a

far as we know, to have painted it, and, if it is a portrait of him, it m
have been painted in England when he was there seeking the eornnis-

sion appointing him governor for life of the islands of Aquidneck and

Conanicut which he obtained in 1651 ; but the dress in which he i.- p ,:

trayed rather militates against that supposition, as the costume of the

portrait in the City Hall did not come into vogue for people of his cla-r

until towards or after the beginning of the eighteenth century, and Cod-

dington died November 1st, 1678. The portraits we have of Governor

Winthrop of Massachusetts, Governor Winthrop of Connecticut, Gov-

ernor Winslow of Plymouth and others of that period, men who were

not only contemporaries of Coddington, but his equals socially and

politically, are all clad in the sombre garb of the Puritan and Crom-

wellian era, and in fact Winslow's portrait was painted in London in

1651.

It has been intimated that the portrait may be that of the second

William Coddington, who was governor from 1683-85, but the objection.^

which apply to its being a portrait of his father also apply to him

—

namely that there was no one in this country to have painted it and we

have no knowledge of his ever having left America, and besides he died

at the age of thirty-eight, and the City Hall portrait is that of a much

older man. If the portrait in question is that of a Coddington, it U

more than probable that it is of William Coddington, born 1680, died

1755, grandson of the first William, and was the one to whom Callender

dedicated his historical discourse, delivered in 1738, at the end of the

first century from the first settlement of the island. This third William

was a man of means and position, an assistant speaker of the House

of Deputies, one of the justices of the Court of Common Pleas, besides

holding other positions of trust and responsibility, and was also engaged

in business affairs.

• The placing of the picture in the Bulletin has at least the merit of

correctly locating it. In Field's History of Rhode Island* issued in

1902, in which it is reproduced, it says, " from the original in the Red-

wood Library," in Grace Kimball's book, "Providence in Colonial

Days," published last year, the Redwood Library copy is given, but

mentions that it is in the State House at Newport.

Alice Morse Earle, author of " Old Time Gardens,'' " In Old Narra-

gansett," and other kindred books, also reproduces the idealized portrait

of Coddington in her "Two Centuries of Costume in America," published

by the MacMillan Co.. in 1910. That she believed it to be a portrait of

the first governor is shown by her allusions to his correspondence with

Governor Winthrop, which one she does not say, but we know he cot

responded with Governor Winthrop of Massachusetts, who died in 1649,
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and perhaps also with Governor Winthrop of Connecticut, who died in

1676. In her chapter on ruffs and bands, Mrs. Earle places the portrait

of Coddington opposite that of a portrait by Smybert of Thomas Fayer-

weather of Boston, showing the same style of cravat in both pictures,

and if she thereby meant to intimate that both were painted by the

same artist, she did not realize that she was guilty of a gross anach-

ronism, as Governor Coddington died before Smybert was born. She

also says that an early example of cravat is shown in the portrait of

Judge William Stoughton oi Massachusetts, which she also reproduces,

and adds that the same mode of neck dressing is seen after that date in

all American portraits, and goes on to say that one is shown with great

exactness in the portrait on page 210 of her book, which is that of the

so-called Coddington portrait as I have mentioned above, but Stoughton

died many years after Coddington, and his active political and judicial

life, when his portrait was undoubtedly painted, was during the years

after Coddington had passed away, and I may also add that the subject

of this portrait is without a wig, and clad in somber garb.

Charles the 2d, who landed in England in 1660, and ascended the

throne of his father, was the earliest King represented in the Great Seal as

wearing a large periwig. This did not become the general custom, how-

ever, until after 1663, and the indefatigable diarist Pepys, who as a true

courtier, always desired to be in the fashion, records his wearing one

from his barber. This style of headwear was slow in spreading to this

country, but if it had come more quickly, it could hardly have reached

Coddington who we know had become a Quaker, certainly as early as

March 1665 if not earlier, and that sect at that time and for some time

later, at least, eschewed all adornments of that kind.

It was only towards or after the beginning of the 18th century, as

the colonies grew in wealth and importance, that there wTas a reaction

in the costumes from the more severe dress of the earlier period. We
find the same style of garments and wig of the so-called Coddington

picture in the portraits of Peter Faneuil, John Hancock, and King

Carter (so called) of Virginia and the pictures we have in the Redwood

Library of Peter Wilkinson, John Bannister and others, who lived at

the same time as the third William Coddington, and of his social, polit-

ical and commercial standing. While there seems to be no real means

of ascertaining as to who painted the picture we are considering, yet we

know it might have been painted by Robert Feke, a Newport artist of

reputation, or even by Smybert, who was in Newport and Boston during

Coddington's life.

The picture was formerly owned by a Mr. Nathaniel Coddington

who died, I believe, early in the fifties, unmarried. He had some means

at one time, but it has been stated that through endorsing for others, he

3





lost all his property, and became later an inmate of the Newport Asylum

he had always kept this picture with him, and upon his death it came

into the possession of the city. While in the hands ot Nathaniel Cod

dington it was copied by Charles B. King, as I have mentioned above,

and his copy was, by him, presented to the Redwood Library in 181').

The artist seems to have been very happy in reproducing the wig, coat

and other accessories, but he has idealized the face, and made it that of

a much younger man than the original. Nathaniel Coddington had .-i

niece, who I understand from her son now living, knew nothing about

the picture except the general current report.- A copy by Thomn-

Mathewson, Esq., is among the portraits in Sayles Hall at Brown Uni-

versity.

My attention was called, by our Librarian, to the photograph we

have in our museum of the portrait of Hon. Benjamin Ellery, grand-

father of the signer, which would seem to have an important bearing

upon the matter under discussion. Benjamin Ellery was born in Glou-

cester, Mass., September 11th, 1669, and died in Newport July 20th,

1746. On July 30th 1696 he married Abigail Wilkins of Bristol, R. I.

About the time of his marriage he settled in Bristol, but soon after re-

turned to Newport where he became a prominent and wealthy merchant.

His house was on the Point and he is said to have lived in the best style

of the period. He was a man of much influence in the community,

was at one time Speaker of the House of Deputies and held other public

offices. In an article contributed to the Newport Historical Magazine

in January 1884 by Harrison Ellery, Esq., of Boston, on the ancestors

of William Ellery, Signer of the Declaration of Independence, he says

that the portraits of Benjamin Ellery, his wife and sons were probably

painted by Smybert. In comparing the reproduction of the portrait of

Benjamin Ellery with that of William Coddington which appeared in

the Bulletin, we find the same style of wig, the same general costume,

the same character of accessories in both pictures, both have a window

at the left, that in the Ellery portrait showing a ship emblematical of

his early career as a follower of the sea, and commander of a vessel, and

in the Coddington portrait a landscape and trees.

Ellery and the said Coddington were contemporaries here in New-

port, both men of substance, and active in business, political and social

affairs, and it is not surprising that both should have had their features

limned by the same hand, and painted within the first half of the eigh-

teenth century. Whether by Feke or Smybert, or some unknown artist,

it is difficult to say, so that everything points to the fact that, if the City

Hall portrait is a Coddington, it is that of the third William, but, how-

ever that may be, it can, I think, at least truthfully be said it certainly

is not that of the first William Coddington.





PERRY CENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE IN NEWPORT

By ALVAH H. SANBORN

The one hundredth anniversary of the memorable victory on Lake
Erie was not allowed to pass unnoticed in Newport, but was observed

with fitting ceremonies on Wednesday, September 10th, 1913. Although

the Newport Artillery Company was missed on this occasion, being at

Put-in-Bay, Ohio, where a national celebration of the victory was in

progress, the observance of the day in Newport was a notable one, prac-

tically all the citizens lending their aid to bring about a dignified and

appropriate celebration. The address by Hon. Asa Bird Gardiner on

Washington Square and the eulogy by Rt. Rev. James H. Darlington,

D. D., Bishop of Harrisburg, Pa., were eloquent tributes to the memory
of Oliver Hazard Perry and his officers and men.

It is pre-eminently fitting that Newport should claim Perry Day as

her own and should pay annual homage to the honor of the Commodore
and his men. It is seldom that the honor of a great national victory

that changes the course of history for a territory almost illimitable in

extent rests almost entirely upon one small community hundreds of

miles from the locality ol the battle. And yet that is true of Lake Erie.

Oliver Hazard Perry was a Rhode Island man, born in the Town of

South Kingstown, but educated in Newport where he subsequently

made his home. Here he was married to his charming wife; here his

children were born ; here he returned to be greeted with great acclaim

when the memorable victory was won ; and here his remains were in-

terred when the Grim Reaper cut him down in the flower of his man-

hood.

This is no place for again relating the story of the great Battle.

Most Newporters have read of Perry's long journey through the wilder-

ness from Newport to Sackett's harbor, on Lake Ontario, then to Presque

Isle, now Erie, Pa., on Lake Erie, where the fleet was built, arriving

thereon March 27, 1813, accompanied by one hundred and fifty men

and boys from Newport to form the nucleus of his ileet. They know

how the ship-builders from the Newport yards superintended the build-

ing of Perry's ships from the cutting of the green timber in the

forest to the lifting of the finished vessels over the bar of Erie in immi-

nent peril of immediate attack by the hostile fleet. Of Perry's personal





prowess in the battle, nothing need be said. His Newport men follow «i

him into every danger and shared with him the glory of the victory i

resulted in the modest message : We have met the enemy and they an.

ours.

There were others than Rhode Islanders in the Battle. Soldier*

from Kentucky under Harrison augmented the scanty forces of Perry,

and at different times during his months of preparation a few recruit-

had been allowed to join him. But none will begrudge Rhode I.^lan'l

the supreme glory of the conflict. The commanders of six of the nin<

vessels of the fleet, carrying 51 of the 54 guns, were Newporters—Perry

.

Champlin, Almy, Turner and Brownell—while many of the under offi-

cers and the skilled seamen came from Newport.

Some years ago, Perry Day was observed as Newport's particular

holiday, the celebration taking precedence even over 'Lection Day at

one time, although the latter came into its own and the celebration of

Perry Day diminished. Now that 'Lection is no more there are many

who would like to see Perry Day restored to glory. The hospitable days

of the old 'Lection with " open house " everywhere, and refreshments

dispensed without restraint, might well mark, the observance of the

tenth of September.

Preliminary steps for the observance of the Perry Centennial in

Newport were taken in the early winter, when Hon. F. P. Garrettson

introduced in the Representative Council a resolution appropriating the

sum of one thousand dollars to defray the expenses of the celebration.

This resolution was passed, the money to be expended under the direc-

tion of the board of aldermen. In the early summer the board of alder-

men designated Mayor William MacLeod and Aldermen Thomas C.

Albro, Jr., and Michael F. Kelly as a special committee on Perry Cen-

tennial observance. Subsequently this committee invited the Newport

Board of Trade and the Rhode Island Society, Sons of the Revolution,

to delegate three members each to serve as members of a joint committee

to arrange plans for the observance. The Board of Trade delegated

President Harry A. Titus, and Messrs. Frederick P.Garrettson and Ben-

jamin F. Downing, 3rd, and the Sons of the Revolution delegated Presi-

dent Thomas P. Peckham, and Messrs. Leander K. Carr and Alvah H.

Sanborn. The joint committee organized by the election of Mayor

MacLeod as chairman and Mr. Sanborn as Secretary. Frequent meet-

ings were held during the summer, the members devoting much time to

the plans for the observance.

Wednesday, September 10th, dawned crisp and cool, the weather

in many respects being similar to that of the day of the battle, except

that a high wind prevailed.





The day was very generally observed as a holiday, more places

being closed for the entire day than on the ordinary holiday.

Decorations were very general in all parts of the city, the national

colors being everywhere in evidence. Some of the most striking decora-

tions were on the old State House, the City Hall, the Miantonorai Club

and the Lawrence Club. Many other buildings were also completely

hung with flags, particularly in the business section.

The Mall never looked finer. Under the direction of Alderman

Kelly strings of electric lights had been carried through the trees and

tiny lamps had been worked among the low-growing plants about the

Perry monument. Potted box plants had been artistically placed

within the enclosure and these were also lighted by the small lamps.

The monument itself was hung with lights and the American flag was

draped about the pedestal.

Chairman Shepley of the Park Commission had fixed up a few sur-

prises which called forth many "Ohs," and " Ahs,'' from the admiring

crowd. In the gold fish pool below the monument the commission

placed the model of the Constellation with sails raised, and with strings

of electric lamps extending over every part. A short distance away a

tiny skiff, containing several dolls placed as rowers portrayed Commo-
dore Oliver Hazard Perry in the act of leaving the Lawrence for the Ni-

agara. This feature attracted more attention than any other one part

of the whole celebration and the fence surrounding it was crowded at all

hours. A short distance away was a model of a modern battleship,

placed there by the men from the Army & Navy Y. M. C. A. Below

the national colors on the tall flagstaff flew a reproduction of Perry's

battleflag bearing the famous words of Captain Lawrence, " Don't give

up the ship."

The principal feature of the day was the parade, followed by the

masterly oration of Colonel Asa Bird Gardiner and the eulogy by Bishop

Darlington. The parade was really a notable one, considering that the

component parts were all from Newport, and that even our own New-

port Artillery Company was absent from the city. The army and navy

made the usual excellent showing, the army being especially welcome

under the adverse circumstances. The commanding officer had at first

stated that he would be unable to send troops to take part in the parade

owing to the fact that three companies had been ordered away for special

practice. However at the special request of the committee, every avail-

able man at Forts Adams and Greble was sent over, parading in four

well-filled companies. They were warmly welcomed along the route.

The naval contingent was excellent as always. A feature of this

part of the line was the sword of Commodore Perry which was mounted

on a gun caisson and pulled over the route by a picked detail from the





Training Station. Commander Cage had had the caisson built up in

such a way that the sword could be seen by all, and underneath, in

white letters on blue ground, were the words, u Don't give up the ship."

This was the original sword that was worn by Commodore Perry in

the great battle. It is the property of Mr. Perry Belmont, and was in

the custody of the Secretary of the Navy, being sent by him to Admiral

Caperton at the Training Station at the request of Mr. Belmont.

The Spanish War Veterans made a good showing considering the

fact that many members of the camp were away from Newport on board

the ships of the Navy. The Hibernian Rifles turned out in large num-

bers and marched well. They were followed by the Sons of Columbus,

composed of some of the leading Italian residents of the city, uniformed

in silk hats and frock coats.

In the first carriage came the descendants of Commodore Oliver

Hazard Perry, Mrs. John LaFarge and family and Mr. Thomas Sargent

Perry and family, and others. Then came the officers of the army and

navy, followed by Colonel Asa Bird Gardiner, the orator of the day.

Col. Gardiner wore his uniform as a member of the uniformed organiza-

tion of the Society of the War of 1812 of New York, and was accom-

panied by his adjutant, Mr. John DuFais, also in uniform. These were

modeled after those worn by the officers of the army of Perry's time and

attracted much attention along the route. The clerical robes of Bishop

Darlington and his chaplain, Rev. Stanley C. Hughes, also gave a touch

of color. The Sons of the Revolution, with their blue and buff banner,

attracted considerable attention, most persons being ignorant of the

meaning of the banner. The Grand Army of the Republic brought up

the rear and were liberally applauded all along the line.

The line was made up as follows :

Platoon of Police, Sergeant Leary in charge.

Chief Marshal, Colonel H. Bliss.

Chief Staff, Colonel A. A. Barker.

Aids—Lieutenant Amsden, U. S. N. ; Lieutenant R. S. Atwood, U. S. A., F.

N. Fullerton, U. S. W. V. ; orderly mounted from the Coast Artillery.

Det. United States Army:
Capt. H. B. Grant, commanding.
Lieut. L. R. Watrous, adjutant.

Seventh Artillery Band.

117th Co. Lieut. F. A. Mountford.

14th Co., Captain W. R. Bettison, Lieutenant H. A. Strauss

130th Co., Lieutenant L. P. Horsfall.

109th Co., Lieutenant F. M. Green.

Det. United States Navy:
Lieutenant J. R. Morrison commanding.

Chief Turret Captain W. J. Collum, Adjutant,
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Station Band, F. Caruso in charge.

Bugle Corps

.

1st Co., C. King, Chief Quartermaster.

2d Co., C. Grant, Chief Quartermaster.

3d Co., W. H. Hoffman, Chief Quartermaster.

4th Co., J; B. Jerome, Chief Master at Arms.

5th Co., S. M. Thompson, Chief Turret Captain.

6th Co., C. Waespe, Chief Quartermaster.

7th Co., J. F. Wedick, Chief Gunner's Mate.

8th Co., T. M. Buck, Chief Quartermaster.

Hospital Corps, E. Tolderlund in charge.

Caisson carrying the sword of Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry.

Organizations.

Municipal Band.

Spanish War Veterans, Commander T. Sullivan.

Hibernian Rifles, Colonel M. J. Kelly.

Staff, Lieutenant Colonel J. J. Gilobly, Paymaster P. J. Dawsey, Commissary
Officer Captain John F. Doyle, Inspector of Rifle Practice Lieutenant

Foley, Assistant Inspector of Rifle Practice Lieutenant McMorrow.
Major Terrance Gibson, battalion commander.

Company A, of Providence.

Company D, of Newport.

Sons of Columbus, Commander P. Baccari.

Carriages containing:

Orator, Eulogist, Guests, Sons of the Revolution, Grand Army Republic.

The line moved promptly at the hour set, marching out Broadway

to Powel avenue, to Kay street, to Bellevue avenue, to Narragansett

avenue, to Thames street, to Washington square. Here the troops

marched up the east side of the square while the carriages proceeded up

Touro street and discharged their passengers. Chairs had been arranged

in front of the band stand for the guests and were held in reserve by the

Boy Scouts under Scout Master Gatzenmeier. The Perry descendants

were escorted to the band stand with the orator and others. The Perry

sword was drawn up in front of the stand where it could be plainly

seen. As soon as the guests were seated, the crowd was admitted to the

square and in a moment there was an immense throng completely sur-

rounding the speakers. The arrangements took but a few minutes and

Mayor MacLeod quickly directed the bugler to sound attention and then

called the gathering to order. He spoke briefly, presenting the 'orator

of the day, Colonel Asa Bird Gardiner of New York. Colonel Gardiner

is one of the ablest orators that Newport has ever heard and his address

on this occasion was a notable one. The immense holiday crowd that

surrounded the band stand and that filled the whole square was abso-

lutely still during the whole oration. He held his audience spell-bound

from first to last, a triumph of oratory under the exceedingly trying con-

ditions that might be expected to exist in an open-air address on Wash-

ington square.
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Mayor MacLeod called attention to the Perry sword below the

stand, and then the line was quickly reformed and proceeded to the

Perry lot in the Island cemetery. The Perry descendants entered the

enclosure with the chaplain and eulogist, while the other guests lined

up outside the railing. Rev. Stanley C. Hughes presided and presented

the Right Reverend James H. Darlington, D. D., Bishop of Harrisbur_',

who delivered the eulogy. Bishop Darlington is a strong and forceful

speaker, and made a powerful address. Chaplain Hughes offered prayer

and benediction, after which the firing squad from the Training Station

fired three volleys over the grave and the bugler from the Coast Artillery

sounded taps.

The line was dismissed at the cemetery and the various detach-

ments returned to their quarters, closing the formal programme for the

afternoon.

In the evening, the lights on the Mall were turned on and the

Training Station Band rendered a splendid concert. There was an im-

mense throng of people out, the entire square being completely filled

.

The Miantonomi Club tendered a reception for the guests of the city.

and the rooms proved a delightful place to listen to the music and see

the crowds. The Lawrence Club, occupying the old Perry residence,

also kept open house and was well rilled during the entire evening.

The celebration was generally conceded to be one of the most digni-

fied and fitting ever held in Newport. The committee was able to return

to the City Treasury a considerable amount of the $1,000 appropriated

for the observance, the entire sum not being required.
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BY-LAWS OF THE SOCIETY

NAME

Section I. The name of this So-

ciety is "The Newport Historical

Society.''

OBJECT

Sec. 2. The object of this Society

is to discover, procure and preserve

whatever may relate to general his-

tory, especially to the civil, literary

and ecclesiastical history of the

United States, the State of Rhode

Island, and more particularly of the

City and County of Newport.

MEMBERSHIP

Sec. 3. The Society shall consist

of active, life, sustaining, associate

and honorary members. Active,

sustaining, associate and life mem-
bers may be elected at any meeting

of the Society or Directors. Hon
orary members can be elected only

by the Society. Any individual, on

payment, at one time, of fifty dollars,

may be elected a life member, and

shall thereafter be exempt from all

assessments or annual tax. Such

other persons as may have rendered

service may be elected life members,

and be exempt from all assessments

or tax.

OFFICERS

Sec. 4. The officers of the Society

shall be elected at the annual meet-

ing (or at an adjournment thereof),

and shall hold their respective offices

for one year, or until their successors

are chosen, and shall be

A President ; a First Vice Presi-

dent ; a Second Vice President; a

Third Vice President ; a Treasurer;

a Recording Secretary; a Librarian;

a Corresponding Secretary ; a Cu-

rator of Medals and Coins ; and a

Board of Directors, consisting of the

above officers and twelve other mem-
bers who shall be elected at the an-

nual meeting in 1913, four for three

years, four for two years, and four

for one year, and four shall be

elected each year thereafter.

Sec. 5. The annual meeting of

the Society shall be held on the last

Tuesday in May in each year, at

which meeting a report shall be pre-

sented by the President in behalf of

the Board of Directors, of all busi-

ness which they have transacted

during the preceding year, and ad-

ditional reports in full shall be pre-

sented by the Treasurer, Librarian

and Curator of Medals and Coins.

The Society shall hold regular meet-

ings on the third Monday of August,

November and February, for literary

exercises, the election of new mem-

bers, and such other business as may
be brought before it. Special meet-

ings may be called at any time,

when deemed necessary by the

President, or at the request of three

members of the Society.
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sec. 6. The government of the

Society shall be vested in the Board

of Directors, who shall have custody

of all buildings, funds, securities

and collections belonging to the So-

ciety ; shall fix salaries, and have

the general control and regulation

of the affairs of the Society in the

intervals between the annual meet-

ings. They may elect active and

life members (but not Honorary

members). They shall provide for

regular literary and other exercises

;

and make the necessary arrange-

ments for promoting the objects of

the Society. They shall authorize

the disbursement and expenditure

of moneys in the Treasury, and make
such investments as may be ordered

by these by-laws, and by the So-

ciety. They shall hold regular meet-

ings, at least once in two months

special meetings may be called, when
deemed necessary, by the President.

They shall organize as soon after the

annual meeting of the Society, as

possible, and appoint the following

committees : a Committee on Fi-

nance ; a Committee on the Library

and Museum; a Committee on

Buildings and Grounds
; a Commit-

tee on Literary Exercises ; a Com-

mittee on Publications ; a Nominat-

ing Committee ; a Committee on

Increase of Membership ; an Audit-

ing Committee.

The President of the Society shall

act as Chairman of the Board, and

the Recording Secretary of the So-

ciety shall act as clerk. They may
make such rules and regulations for

their own government, and for tl

Society's Library and Museum
may be necessary, not inconsi.---

with these by-laws. Eight mi

bers of the Board shall constitir-

quorum for business.

Sec. 7. At the annual meet

the Society shall assess a tax U|i

each sustaining member of lw<

dollars, and upon each asm i

member of one dollar, which latt- :

class 3hall be entitled to all tli

privileges of the Society except thai

of voting.

permanent fund

Sec 8. All money received on

account of life members shall be in-

vested and placed to the credit of

the Permanent Fund. Other sums

may, from time to time, be added to

this fund, the interest only of which

can be used for the general purposes

of the Society.

QUORUM

Sec. 9. At all meetings of the

Society fifteen members shall consti-

tute a quorum for the transaction ot

business.

president

Sec 1U. The President, or in bis

absence, one of the Vice Presidents,

(or in their absence a chairman, pro

tempore) shall preside at all mt-et-

ings of the Society, and shall have a

casting vote. He shall preserve or-

der, and decide all questions of or-

der, subject to an appeal, and at the

annual meeting shall present a briei

address relative to any of the objects

of the Society or suggestions for its-

welfare.
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TREASURER

Sec. 11. The Treasurer shall re-

ceive the annual tax and other in-

come of the Society. He shall be

the custodian of all its funds and

securities, and shall pay all the bills

against the Society when properly

approved. He shall keep a true

account of his receipts and pay-

ments, and present a report, in con-

junction with the finance committee,

to each meeting of the Directors, and

at the annual meeting of the Society

shall present a detailed report for

the year in writing.

RECORDING SECRETARY

Sec. 12. The Recording Secretary

shall have charge of the seal, charter,

by-laws and records of the Society,

and act as Secretary to the Board of

Directors, and shall keep a fair and

accurate record of the proceedings

of all meetings. He shall, under

the direction of the President, give

notice of the time of all meetings of

the Society and Board of Directors,

and shall prepare a list of such busi-

ness as is brought to his attention

before each meeting of the Directors.

corresponding secretary

Sec. J 3. The Corresponding Sec-

retary shall promptly fill out and

send to all members elected their

diplomas, and shall conduct for the

Society such correspondence as may
be required of him by the President,

Recording Secretary or Librarian.

LIBRARIAN

Sec. 14. The Librarian shall have

the charge and superintendence of

the Library and the collections of

the Society, and the care and ar-

rangement of the books, manuscripts

and other articles belonging to the

Society. He shall expend in the

purchase of books and other articles,

and for their safe keeping and pre-

servation, at the direction of the

Library Committee, such sums of

money as shall, from time to time,

be appropriated for that purpose.

He shall present a report at each

meeting of the Board of Directors

and at the annual meeting a general

report to the Society.

Sec. 15. It shall be the duty of

each committee to report through

its chairman at eack meeting of the

Board of Directors. The Treasurer

shall be ex-officio a member of the

Finance Committee, the Librarian

of the Library Committee, and the

President of the Committee on Lit-

erary Exercises.

ALTERATIONS OF THESE BY-LAWS

Sec. 16. No alterations in these

by-laws shall be made unless such

changes shall have been proposed in

writing, at a previous meeting.

Sec. 17. These by-laws shall take

effect immediately, and all former

by-laws are hereby repealed.
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THE HON. ROBERT S. FRANKLIN

specialResolutions adopted at a

October 9, 191 3.

Whereas,An all wise Providence

has deemed it best to remove from

our midst our fellow Director and

Associate, Hon. Robert S. Franklin,

and

Whereas, It is best fitting, that

owing to the prominent part taken

by Mr. Franklin in our organization,

some expression of our regard for

his character and services, and our

sense of loss should be placed upon

our records, Therefore be it

Resolved\ That in the death of

Mr. Franklin, the Newport Histori-

cal Society has been deprived of

one of its most valued and efficient

members and officers
; as Secretary

for a long time, he was most faith-

ful in his duties, and as one of our

Vice Presidents he was most active

in furthering the interests of the

Society.

Resolved, That we who were

more intimately associated with him

on this Board, will greatly miss his

genial presence, and deplore the

loss of his advice and counsel in all

meeting of the Directors held

matters relating to the well-being

of our institution, and his service^

in its behalf, through a long series

of years, will ever be held by us in

grateful remembrance.

Resolved, That the community

in which he lived must also deplore

the loss of a most useful ana

honored citizen; As Chief Magis-

trate of the city for several years

he gave to the office his best efforts

to further the welfare of the city of

his birth, and as Senator and Rep-

resentative in the Councils of the

State, his efforts were always exe-

cuted, not alone for the benefit of

the constituency which he repre-

sented but also for the public at

large.

Resolved, That we tender to the

family of the deceased our fullest

sympathy in the bereavement they

have sustained, and that a copy of

these resolutions be sent to them

and also printed in the publication

of our Society.
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SOCIETY NOTES

EDITORIAL

The reading of the paper before

the Society last November on Gov-

ernor William Coddington, by Mrs.

William H. Birckhead, which was

printed in the Bulletin last Janu-

ary, accompanied by the so-called

portrait in the City Hall, raised the

question of its authenticity. Our
former President, Mr. Tompkins,

having expressed some doubts as to

its being a portrait of the first Gov-

ernor, he was asked to give his

reasons for believing it was not a

picture of the first William Codding-

ton, and the result was the short

paper read by him at the last quar-

terly meeting of the Society, which

we present in this issue. The
writer brings out many interesting

facts, and while editorially we do

not express any decided opinion in

regard to it, yet we believe that any

one reading his paper, must be im-

pressed with the conclusions he

has reached.

MEETINGS

The regular quarterly meeting

of the Society was held August

18th at 4 p. m., Vice President

Franklin in the chair. Mr. Hamil-

ton B. Tompkins read a short paper

on the so-called portrait of Governor

William Coddington in the City

Hall. Mrs. Charles Warren Lippitt

read some entertaining extracts

from a series of broadsides, relating

to Rhode Island, which had been

reproduced by Mr. George Parker

Winship of the John Carter Brown
Library, and presented to our So-

ciety. The meeting was quite well

attended, and much interest mani-

fested.

PERRY DAY

In view of the full account we
give in this Bulletin of the " ob-

servance of Perry Day," it might be

well to mention that many of those

who took a prominent part in the

exercises came to our Society for

information which was cheerfully

furnished ; the pamphlet issued by

the Society in July under the

charge of our Librarian, Miss

Tilley, and Mr. R. S. Franklin, was

found of great use, and the Loan

Exhibit of the Perry relics held in

July aroused the interest of the

people in the approaching celebra-

tion. Much of the Perry collec-

tion is still being exhibited in our

Museum.
NEW MEMBERS

The following have been elected

since the publication of the last

Bulletin :

Sustaining—Mrs. James J. Brown.

Annual— Dr. Horace P. Beck,

Laurence L Gillespie, Mrs. Ida

Greenman, Miss Lillian Peckham,

Mrs. Charles A. Weaver.

Associate—Mrs. Packer BramaiL
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NECROLOGY

Rear Admiral Silas Casey, U. S.

N. August 14, 1913.

Mrs. William Woodward, Sept.

20, 1913.

The Hon. Robert S. Franklin,

Oct. 8, 1913.

BOOKS DONATED TO THE LIBRARY.

The following are of particular
interest.

The Naval Temple, donated by

Charles P. Kling.

Vignettes of Portsmouth, donated

by Mrs. Thomas A. Lawton.

The Vestry Book and Accounts

of the Churchwardens of St. Man's
Leicester 165 2- 1729, donated by

John Rutledge Abney.

The United States and Mexico,

donated by George Lockhart Rives.

MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY

LIFE MEMBERS
Allen, John B., Newport, R. I.

Allen, William, Newport, R. I.

Ames, Mrs. William, Providence, R. I.

American Jewish Hist. Association.

Auchincloss, Mrs. Hugh D., New York
Batonyi, Aurel

Belmont, August, Newport—New York
Belmont, Perry, Washington, D. C.

Bergner, Jonas, Newport, R. I.

Birckhead, Mrs. William H., New York
Brown, Mrs. Harold, Newport, R. I.

Brown, Mrs. James J., Denver, Col.

Clarke, Joshua P., Newport, R. I.

Davis, Theodore M., Newport, R. I.

Derby, Mrs. Richard C. , Newport, R. I.
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Mr. Franklin was born in the city of Newport August

1st, 1836, and was during his whole life one of its honored

and useful citizens. He held many public positions of

trust and honor, among them that of Chief Magistrate of

the city and of State Representative and Senator. In

every office he was conscientious, wise and faithful.

His connection with the Historical Society began

July 6th, 1 886, when the Newport Society of Mechanics

and Manufacturers was dissolved, all of its members

being received into our Society. He was at once elected

a Director. March 18th, 1899, he became Secretary, and

Vice-President May 27th, 1 91 3. His importance in the

Society was marked from the beginning; a life-long ac-

quaintance with the affairs of the city making him pecu-

liarly informed and interested in its history. His labors

were constant ; and his experience was most useful to

the Hoard of Directors. Upon his judgment his fellows

upon the Board were always glad to rely ; and upon his

faithful performance of any duty committed to him, they

could safely depend.

His fellow Directors expressed their true sentiments

when, in Resolutions adopted at the time of his death,

they said : "The Society has been deprived of one of

its most valued and efficient officers.''





Newport Cemeteries
A PAPER BY THE LATE

I

Hon. ROBERT S. FRANKLIN
READ BEFORE THE SOCIETY

Part I, August 15th, 1911, by Mr. Franklin

Part II, November 17th, 1913, by the Librarian

PART I.

The largest and most representative of the early burial places of

Newport is the old cemetery on Farewell street known as the Common
Burying Ground and used as the resting place of the dead continuously

from the middle of the seventeenth century till the present day. A walk

among the graves in this corner of God's Acre brings one into close

touch with the Newport and Newporters of early days. Here " the

rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep ''—men prominent in the political

and commercial life of the colony, governors, Revolutionary patriots,

honored clergymen, physicians and merchants. Some of the oldest

stones are so badly corroded that the epitaphs are entirely illegible,

and others have sunken so far into the ground that even the uppermost

lines of the inscriptions can be read with difficulty. But most of the

stones are well preserved and in good condition and many have been re-

cut by descendants of the families or by patriotic societies interested in

restoring the ancient monuments.

The older stones vary little in form and size. The common type

is a low blue slate head stone, ending at the top in a semi-circular curve

with a smaller curve on either side. In the central curve is often carved

an angel's head, a skull and cross bones, a weeping willow and urn, or

the family coat of arms, while the smaller curves are unadorned or tilled

by scrolls and conventional rosettes. Infinite variety, however, charac-

terizes the epitaphs. In many cases the record is of the simplest kind
—"Their name, their years, spelt by the unlettered muse." Other

epitaphs are elaborate inscriptions, telling the private virtues and public

services of the deceased or " with uncouth rhymes '' setting forth the





grief of the surviving relatives and the hope of the departed in a blessed

heavenly home. The quaint spelling, the contracted words, the u^e of

old forms and letters combined with the dignified language of Scripture

and the early poets make a most interesting study and show the visitor

to the cemetery how truly ".Every stone that we look upon in this re-

pository of past ages is both an entertainment and a monitor."

It is the purpose of this article to give the inscriptions that are of

interest in themselves, as well as some of those that have a moie perma-

nent historical value.

i

?
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Ward and Cranston Plat, the Part of the Ground Earliest in Use

In the Ward and Cranston plat now cared for by the Park Commis-

sion of the city, are gathered together the monuments of members of

these and other prominent early families. A large flat slate slab, with

skull and cross bones at the top, records that

11 Here lyeth

interred the

Body of Maior
John Cranston
Esq Governor
who deceased

this life the 12

day of March in

the 55 year of

his age 1680."





Near by, a similar slab with the Cranston coat of arms (three

cranes) at the top is in memory of Samuel Cranston, died 1727. He
was a son of John Cranston and governor from 1698 to 1727. Both

father and son died in office

Here are also the tombs of two other Colonial governors—Richard

Ward, who died in 1763, and Samuel Ward, who died in 1776. The
monument to Samuel Ward, a marble slab raised on six square pillars

was erected by the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

as a testimony of respect for '• his great abilities, his unshaken integ-

rity, his ardor in the cause of freedom, his fidelity to the offices he

filled.'' Governor Ward was a ''delegate from the colony at the Gen-

eral Congress, in which station he died at Philadelphia of small pox,

March 26. 1776. ' His remains were afterwards removed by his descend-

ants to Rhode Island.

Not far from these tombs is the grave of " Solomon Southwick, for

many years Proprietor and Editor of the Newport Mercury and Com-

missary General for the State of Rhode Island in the Revolutionary

war,'' who died in 1797.

Other interesting stones in the Ward plot are those in memory of

Edward Scott and Mr. Thomas Gordon Steele. On the first of these we

read that Edward Scott, Esq , departed this life in 1768

14 Having for many years served

His country

By a faithful discharge

Of several important offices

of goverment
preserving throughout his life

That noblest of characters

an honest man."

The epitaph on the second stone is as follows :

" In memory
of

Mr. Thomas Gordon
Steele who departed

this life by a Fall from a

Horse January 23, 1776

aged 42 years.

A wit's a feather, and a chiefs a rod,

An honest man's the noblest work of God."

In a lot adjoining the Ward enclosure is a simple granite shaft

erected by friends in 1802, in memory of Gilbert Stuart, the painter,

while in another section of the cemetery is buried William Ellery, who

.

u represented this state in Congress, was an active and influential mem-

ber of that body for many years and one of the Signers of the Deelara-





tion of Independence." His stone was restored by his great-great-graml

son, Rob't Sedgwick, in 1899.

Among the .Revolutionary soldiers whose graves are to be .seen \>,

this cemetery may be mentioned Colonel William Tew, " an officer

the late Revolutionary war who received from his country that appl

and reward justly due to patriotism and valour,
5

' and Captain J

Trevett. of whom it is said that " he received as his only reward th*- -
i

isfaction of Reflecting that by his eflbrts he had contributed to the est

lishment of the blood bought Liberties of his country.''

The writer has been told of the tomb of William Jefferay, one «•:

the regicide judges of Charles I, who died in 1675, but has not been ah!,.

to locate it. It is described as a " large slab of gray stone with p]

and cross bones at the head,'' and the following epitaph :

"Since every tomb an epitaph can have
The Muses owe their tribute to this grave,

And to succeeding ages recommend
His worthy name who lived and died their friend

;

Being full of days and virtue's love and peace,

God from his troubles gave him a release

And called him unto the celestial place.

Where happy souls view their Creator's face."

Newport in her early days was noted for her famous divines, among

wmorn was the learned Rev. Ezra Stiles, pastor of the Congregational

church on Clarke street, afterwards president of Yale College. His two

wives are buried in this cemetery—" Mrs. Elizabeth Stiles, consort of

the Reverend Dr. Ezra Stiles who died in 1775," and u Mary, the amia-

ble and virtuous relict of the Revd. Dr. Ezra Stiles, President of Yale

College," who died in 1801.

The "Baptist Society holding the six principals of the Doctrines of

Christ," erected a monument in memory of their pious and venerable

pastor, The Rev. Mr. Nicholas Eyres, who died in 1759. The inscription

recounts his learning and piety and successful pastoral instruction, and

ends with these words :

" From these distinguished structures

And ruling principals of his character

Posterity may know,
Or at leaast have reason to Judge
That while many monumental inscriptions

Perpetuate the names of those

Who will make to shame and everlasting contempt,

This stone transmits the memory of one

Who shall shine as ye brightness of ye Firmament
And as the stars for ever & ever.''

We find also the burial places of the Reverend Daniel Wightman,

an earlier " Pastor of the Baptist church in Newport holding the six





Principles as it is written in Hebrews the sixth, fo ralmost fifty years,

who departed this life August 31, Anno 1750," and of the Rev. Gard-

ner Thurston. He was the minister of the Second Baptist Church for

nearly half a century and was obliged to eke out his scanty salary by

following the trade of a cooper during the week days. As a proof of his

conscientiousness it is said that he absolutely refused to use his craft

for the manufacture of any kind of cask used in the shipment of New
England rum and confined his work to the making of milk and water

buckets.

Among the oldest stones in this cemetery are those placed over the

tombs of John Garde and his wife. They were* originally buried on

their estate on the west side of Thames street, near what is now known
as Champlin's wharf, but some time before the year 1S00 the tombstones

were removed to the common burial ground. The stones date back to

1660 and 1665, somewhat earlier than the oldest monument on Burial

Hill, Plymouth, Mass., which is stated by Mr. Benjamin Drew in his

pamphlet on Burial Hill to be of the date 1681. The inscriptions areas

follows

:

......

Here lieth interred ye
Body of John Garde

Merchant aged 61

years. Who died

the 7 day of August
1665/
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Here lyeth the Body of Harte
Garde the wife of John Garde
Merchant who departed this

The 16 day of September A N
D. O M 1660
aged 55 years

One other stone dating back to the seventeenth century, bear-
epitaph :

Heie lyeth the Body
of Roger Baster

Bachelor Blockmackr
Aered 66 years. He dved
2H Day of Aprel 1687
He was one of the Fi

rst beginers of a chu
rch of Christ obsvring

of the Seventh Day Sab
bath of the Lord in

N E and began 23 Dis 1671.

The Bachelor Blockmackr Grave, Marked by a Seventeenth Century Stone.

Of a later date but of especial historic interest is the small slat'

head stone raised in memory of M Anna, wife of James Milward, Esq*





and daughter of VVm. and Miriam Cranston, died Febry 5th, 1774.

The first white child horn on the

Friends Land called Eastern's Point."

Three stones of early date in the Old or Common Burying Ground,

noticeable for quaint spelling and lettering are those of the "Warkman

family. They are of rough marble, originally white, but now much-

discolored and moss-covered. On the middle stone we read :

1736
SAMUELL
Warkman
Dyed

November 15
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The Three Warkman Stores, Near the Main Path, on the North Side.

The stones on either side are in memory of the wife and ^on of

Samuel Warkman. The one on the right hand bears the inscription :

1746
SAMUELL

Junr
Warkman

Dyed IULY 8 day
in his b'l year





That at the left reads as follows

:

1747
MARTHA

WIFE OF
SAMUELL
WARKMAN

Dyed
JULY 8 DAY

About
76 YEARS.

As we wander about among the graves we are struck by the fre-

quent recurrence of the words " merchant" and " sea captain " upon the

stones, and we are forcibly reminded of the early commercial interests

of our city and her importance as a centre of trade One of the dis-

tinguished merchants in Newport was Christopher Champlin, Esq.,

president of the Bank of Rbode Island and the first grandmaster of the

Masonic fraternity in the state. "Unambitious of public employment

and honor, he was respected in society, for his good sense, incorruptible

integrity, and persevering industry in commercial pursuits, in which he

was usefully engaged for half a century"— is the epitaph upon his

tombstone.

The resting place of another merchant is marked in the following

manner

:

"This humble and unpolished stone
Is in Remembrance of Andrew Heatle3r

Sprung from parents of repute and worth
In Lanerk Scotland where he was born Novr 16th

1725 and well educated
In London. He was accomplished & finish'd

In all the nicer and more intricate Points
Of Business as Factor and Merchant.
Arriving in America he married Mary
First daughter of Sueton & Temperance Grant
July 26th 1750, by whom he left issue Two sons and

three daughters.
He was of a sprightly & cheerful disposition

Foun'd & qualified for the enjoyment
And Pleasure of a regulated & Social life

In which he delighted and was a pattern
In the duties of a Master. Husband & Father.
Always infirm and of a Habit too delicate

He was cut oft' in a moment by a Profusion
Of blood from his lungs July 17th 1761 And dy'd be-

wail'd by his Family
And regretted by his Friends & Acquaintances.

Manet post Funera Virtus."

io





On a stone dedicated to the memory of Capt. John Dennis we read

that he u sailed from this place Augt 22d 1756 in the 42d year of his

age, was never since heard of, doubtless made his exit in the watery

element."

Reference should also be made to the grave of " Cap. Daniel

Gardner who was summoned in a moment out of Time into Eternity by

being unfortunately drowned on the 11th day of July 1789. leaving a

wife and four children to deplore the loss of an affectionate husband and

tender Parent, exhibiting to survivors a striking memento of the great

uncertainty of human life."

One energetic captain, who died on the coast of Africa from disease

and was buried on the island of St. Thomas, is thus commemorated :

i4 Once did I stand amid life's busy throng

Healthy and active vigorous and strong.

Oft did I traverse ocean's briny waves
And safe escaped a thousand gaping graves.

Yet dire disease has stopped my vital breath

And now I lie the Prisoner of Death.

Reader expect not length of days to see

Or if thou dost, think, think, ah ! think of me."

James Anthony who served for 18 years in the United States navy

and died in 1857, has upon his stone

:

" He spent his lite upon the sea

Fighting for the nation

He doubled his enjoyment
By doubling all his rations."

And below the verses is the signature * Pomroy," the name by

which he was popularly known.

Among the quaintest epitaphs found in the old ground is that over

the remains of Simon Parrett

:

" Here doth Simon Parrett lye

Whose wrongs Did for Justice cry

But none could have
And now the grave

Keeps him from Injurie.

Who departed this life

The 23d Day of May 1718

Aged 84 years."

One cannot read the lines without feeling the desire to know what

great wrong the old man carried unavenged to his grave.

II
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Stone Marking Grave of Simon Parrett, "Whose Wrongs Did for Justice Cry"

Another stone of the year 1718, erected over the grave of Sarah

Mitchell, has the verses of the inscription so arranged that the initial

letters, in a sort of acrostic, spell the name of the deceased.

"Shall we lament for you our friend

And mother in Israel

Receive her Lord into thy hand
And then it will he well.

Honour her memory I will.

Make her to be at thy right hand
In tryumph and true command
To thee Lord her we remgiie

Christ and she for to combine.
Her O Christ to you we give

Evermore with you to live.

Lord do thou let her possess

Life and everlasting blessedness."

Most visitors to the Old Cemetery know the stone familiarly called

*' My Wife's Arm's stone." It is a double slate head stone, in the centre

of -which is carved an arm turned towards the right, with the aecom-

H





panying inscription :

Wait daughtr
William and
Desire Tripp
died April 24

1780 aged 10

mo 10 days.

also William
their son

Died March
7th 1784 aged

22 mo
Also his wife's

arm amputated Feby 20th 1786.
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My Wife's Arm's" Stone.

Of the rude rhymes found upon the tombstones some are decidedly

individual and of personal application, while others are general reflec-

tions upon the frailty of human life. Two of the verses that are often

repeated are here given :

" Remember me as you pass by,

As you are now so once was 1,

As I am now so you must be.

Prepare for death and follow me."

There are occasional variations in the first line ; sometimes the

form " Oh ! reader see as you pass by " is used.

Another favorite is

:

"With patience having run his race

Now Death hath set him Free

We trust he doth enjoy the Place

Of true Felicity."

*3





As we read the following we are reminded of the "Vanity of cani-

ties, all is vanity " of the Preacher

:

" How loved how valued once avails thee not

To whom related or by whom begot,

A heap of dust alone remains of thee,

Tis all thou art and all the proud shall be."

r

The New Among the Old.

The expressions, " The corruptible of Samuel Freebody " and M The

human form respected for its honesty and known 53 years by the ap-

pellation Christopher Ellery began to dissolve in the month of February

1789," emphasize the fact that 4< we are of the earth, earthy." But other

lines breathe a more hopeful spirit.

" Man comes into this world naked and bare

He travels through life with trouble and care

His exit from here no one knows where
If it's well with him here, it's well with him there."

" Earth taek my Earth
Saton my Sin. I leve

the world my substence

Heaven my Sol Reseve."

14





As also these words

:

" Plappie are the youth
That dy in ye truth

And establishes righteousness."

Again we find lines indicating a firm belief in ''the resurrection of

the dead and the life everlasting." The oldest and quaintest of sucli

verses are on the tombstone of Lydia, wife of John Odlin, who died in

1707.

" Who in her life was faithful kind & tru

& at her death ths world she Bd A dew.
Her soule to God she did commend ye same
Her body to ye dust from whence it came.
And when ye Lord from Heaven shall descend
United they shall he Him for to attend.

To all Eternity with Him shall be,

As by ye Scripture you may plainly see."

A few other examples of similar sentiment, hut of a much later

date may be given :

" Weep not fond wife or shed a tear

Or mourn my quick remove
;

1 was but a treasure lent awhile
Reclaimed by Him above.

Weep not o'er my closing tomb,
Or mourn my early flight,

We are but transplanted e'er we bloom
In realms of living light."

" But is he dead ! No, no he lives,

His happy spirit flies

To Heaven above and there receives

The long expected prize."

" Nought can disturb this heir of life,

All worldly cares are fled

To be with Christ was her desire

And she's now perfected.

Blest soul, how sweetly dost thou rest

From every toil and care,

Enjoying now on Jesus breast

Bliss far beyond compare."

" Oh ! Mother dear it was hard to part

It tore the cords from around our hearts.

But soon in Heaven we hope to meet

And kneel in prayer at Jesus feet."
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This one is from the grave of a young girl of 16 years i

" Farewell dear friends a long farewell

For we shall meet no more
Till we are raised with thee to dwell

On Zion's happier shore.

Our friend and sister, lo is dead,

The cold and lifeless clay

Has made in dust its silent bed
And there it must decay."

Many of the most interesting epitaphs are found upon the graves oi

children A very simple one, but exceedingly quaint in the spelling

and contraction of the words, is found on a small stone and reads it-

follows :

Here lyeth

Iudith ye Daughtr
of Iosiah Cog
geshall & of

Mary his wife

aged 3 years & 4

monts & dyed Novmbr
ve 15 1711.

Another of the date of 1797 bears the name of the mother, Mrs.

Deliverance Hudson, and the words :

" Here lies buried by each other

Three children and their mother.''

A stone of the same year (1797) for a child of two years has these

lines :

" This lovely babe
That knowd no harm
Now resteth in her

Saviour's arms."

In one place are six little stones joined together into one continuous

piece of slate, each small head stone having a tiny angel's head at the

top.

•* Here lie deposited six children sons and daughters of William Lan-

gley and Sarah his wife." The names and ages are given. The oldest

was 21 months and 23 days, the youngest 4 weeks and 5 days.

,v Here lie six blessed babes which Jesus said

Heirs of his blessed Kingdom should be made.
Then let my murmerinir heart cheer up with this,

They with their Saviour art in endless bliss."
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Six Brothers and Sisters.

Over an only daughter aged 4 months is written :

"Here the cold earth secludes her from our sight

Her form lies here, her soul hath winged in flight

Far from corroding c*ire, from sickness, pain,

The loss is ours, but hers eternal gain."

A little boy of nine years thus addresses his sorrowing parents :

" Mourn not for me my Parents dear

Nor weep around my tomb
My little spirit is not here

For God has called it home.'
1

Johnnie.

And with this pathetic lullaby a mother consigns her child to its last

sleep

:

" Sleep my babe and take thy rest

For such as thee our Saviour blest,

Thy soul has gone with Christ to dwell

My lovely babe Farewell, Farewell "

.

The early death of a young girl of eighteen who died in 1790 is thus

described :

" This happy youth resin'd her breath

Prepared to live and ripe for death.

Ye blooming youth that see this stone





Learn early death may be your one.

The Lord that hath all Sovering power
He chose this much lamented flower."

The simile of the fading flower is frequently used and is evidei

favorite one for the early death of the young. More than once o .

the lines

:

''Untimely sinks into the silent tomb
A lovely. Flow'r in life's enchanting bloom.
Her worth who knew her will delighted tell.

Much lov'd she liv'd and much lamented fell/'

And on one stone we find the following

:

" Like the summer flower she laid her down
Neath the winter shade to die.

And she'll heed no more sharp winter's frown
From the grave—as he passes by."

Among the inscriptions in the Old or Common cemetery many an

the tributes to womanly charm and excellence. Of the wife of Col

Benjamin Fry, a Revolutionary soldier, it is said: "If an assemblngi

of the virtues which adorn and dignify the soul, united to elegance «»i

person, with hands distributing charity to the poor, could have rescued

her from death, she still had lived."

On another stone a similar thought is expressed in verse

:

" Could blameless manners or affection warm,
Could the mild virtues still to memory dear

Or innocence the rage of Death disarm
An early victim had not rested here.

Nor had a husband mourned his doom severe

Nor infant sorrows stream'd around this grave,

Nor bending parents mixed the tailing tear

Such was her worth, could worth exception crave."

A simpler tribute to womanly worth is contained in the brief lines :

" Beloved by all she met her happy doom,
Beloved by all she sank into the tomb,
And knew no fear of death."

Mrs. Frances Woodman was the " only daughter of the venerable «\

Reverend Gardner Thurston."
'• Useful in life, lamented at her end
She lived beloved a Wife, a Christian friend

What needs she more to perpetuate her fame
What monument more lasting than her name."

One good wife seems to have possessed the virtues of all the women
of the Bible.

"Comely as Rachel, fruitful as Leah,
Prudent as Abigail with Martha's care.

Wise like Mary she chose that better part,

True faith in Christ & had a Lydia's heart."

;8





Another evidently passed through much suffering but wa3 faithful

unto the end for we read :

" Sharp were her pains, her trials long,

Her faith was great, her patience strong.

No murmuring thought disturbed her breast,

What Jesus ordered she thought best."

The most elaborate epitaph placed by husband upon a wife's tomb

is seen on a large flat slate stone, having the family coat of arms at the

top, and is as follows :

" Here lieth entombed
The body of Abigail

The wife of Mr. George Wanton
Merchant of this Town.

He being the eldest son of Col. Wm. Wanton
She having been ye second daughter of

Benj. Ellery Esq.

Both of Newport.
She changed this world for a better

On the 12th Day of May 1726
In the 28th year of her age

Having left five pledges of her love.

Terras Astraea reliquit.

If tears alas ! could speak a Husband's woe
My verse would straight in plaintiff numbers flow ;/

Or if so great a loss deplord in vain

Could solace so my throbbing Heart from Pain
Then Would I oh ! sad consolation chuse

To sooth my careless grief a Private Muse,
But since thy well known Piety demands
A Public monument at thy George's Hands,
O Abigail I dedicate this Tomb to The
Thou Dearest Half of Poor Forsaken me.''

A simple marble stone in memory of Caroline, daughter of Asher

Robbins, one of the prominent lawyers of earlier days, recalls her ser-

vices in the cause of humanity in these words :

Gently, Earth, receive this precious trust

Until the resurrection of the Just.

For lo ! there lies within this honored grave

One of the first who rose to free the slave."

A low flat slab marks the grave of the " truly virtuous and beloved

consort of Mr. Stephen Ayrault of Newpt Mercht " who died in 1754,

aged 30 years.

"Having nigh reach *d the Term
of her Blessed Saviour's Life

and study'd to imitate

His spotless Example
Her extraordinary Goodness towards all

*9





Her singular Dutifulness to her Parents

Made Her belov'd of All.

She was of an easy Conversation,

Courteous to all yet strictly sincere,

Humble without meanness,
Beneficent without Ostentation,

Devout without Superstition.

Her soul thus adorn'd with Heavenly Graces

She early resign'd to Heaven
And her Body to this Tomb

Where it now rests in Expectation of a glorious ^Resurrection

To another and a better State.
1 '

The widow of Rev. James Searing, a pastor of the Congregational

Church on Clarke street, lies buried beside her husband. She died, as

the inscription records,
<k having discharged

with a conscience

Void of Offence

the christian social & relative

duties of Life,

her surviving Friends

contemplate with Satisfaction

her now enjoying

the Recompence of Reward
promised to the Righteous

in abetter World."

Another epitaph commemorating womanly virtues is found on the

tombstone of " Martha wife of Robert Jenkins in Newport and daughter

of Jahleel and Frances Brenton."

" Who in a loose and dissolute Age
Through an uncommon Education

and happy Turn of Mind
was at First what Others seldom are at last

A perfect mirrour of Domestic Life.

But by God's All-wise Appointment
Soon as she Open'd the Scene of a bright Example

She clos'd it

And from giving life to Another
Gave up her own.

She died 11th May 1757
aged 31 years."

Nearly a hundred years later in date, but of equal interest, is the

following :

« IF
A commendable deportment through

a space of

Eighty Two Years
deserve the attempt of human Art to

Perpetuate

20





this Monument will aid the design

MRS. ELIZABETH MURPHEY
on the 7th June 1853

fulfilled the mission of

NATURE."

Side by side we find two similar stones, in memory of the two

wives of Mr. Edward Stanhope The first inscription reads :

" RUAMY
wife of Mr. Ed. Stanhope

Cut down in Life in blooming youth so fair

The Parents joy, the Husband's consort-dear

Belov'd She liv'd and much lamented fell

She's gone to rest where Saints in Glory dwell."

While over the grave of Susan, the second wife, is written :

11 Adieu blest shade, alas, too early fled

Who knew7 thee living but laments thee dead,

A soul so calm, so free from ev'ry stain,

So try'd by fortune and unmov cl by pain

Without a groan, with agonies she strove

Heav'n wondring snatch'd her to the joys above."

One of the oldest stones erected in memory of a woman is found

just a few feet east of the Ward plat, to which reference has already

been made. It is a low stone, with the simple inscription :

In the Ward Cranston Plat, Showing the Trebey Stone in the Distance





" BETHIAH TREBEY
THE WIFE OF PETER

TREBEY AGED
— YEARS. DIED

THE 1 DAY OF MAY
1675."

Another stone located just outside ol the Ward plat, is erected i

the memory of Heart, wife of Mr. Daniel Cass, who died Sept. 9, IT.'

Although it has no historic connection, it is remarkable for its w< .

preserved condition.

i.
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Stone of Heart, wife of Daniel Cass—More Than 125 Years Old.

One epitaph praises the excellence of the departed in these word:

" How sweet the fragrance by a good name shed
Around the relics of the virtuous dead
It cheers the mourner when she stops to weep
O'er the still grave in which those relics sleep."

Another shows a calm resignation to the will of God.

" No word or tongue can e'er express

The feeling of a troubled breast

And if it could t'would not be best

As GOD has called this child to rest.''

2a





In the old cemetery, quite near the junction of AValnut and Fare-

irell streets, is a small marble shaft on a freestone base. " in memory of

eighteen. persons who perished by the wreck of Brig Sutledje from

Tictou and were here interred, June 28, 1846 " Many of those now
liVinir remember the funeral procession as it wound its way through the

streets to the burial place.

Monument to Victims of Wreck of Brig Sutledge.

Another monument arousing great interest is the marble stone " in

memory of Mrs. Elizabeth T. Allen, the amiable and much lamented

consort of Mr. Andrew V. Allen and all their beloved and promising

children All of whom in their dwelling house were swept in the flood

and drowned during the dreadful hurricane and high tide on the mem-
orable 23d September 1815." The inscription continues : "The truly

lamented wife and beloved mother was forewarned and previously pre-

pared for death. The surviving husband and father has ordered this

monument to perpetuate the memory of those that were most dear to

him"
Let your tears flow o'er this silent urn
But still with hope and moderation mourn."

There are several other monuments that cannot be passed over,

because of their individual or historical interest, but as it has been

somewhat difficult to classify them they will be given with little attempt

at an orderlv arrangement.





Two of the epitaphs are noticeable for their almost epigraroniai
brevity

:

" He lived the Friend of Man and Died
in Friendship with his God."

"Stop reader stop and drop a tear

Behold the noblest work of God
Lies buried here."

Another is peculiar in its phrasing:

"She united an, improved mind
To great native sensibility

And possessing a feeble constitution

Lived under Divine Providence
On the affection of her family."

A fourth calls for attention because of its age and the quaintn -

spelling :

Here lyeth intered ye Body
Of Noah Loyd Cittison &
Drapr of London aged 74
years He departed this

life Sept. ye 20th 1703

On one stone is a paraphase in verse of the familiar ''Though lost

to sight, to memory dear :

"

41 The face with pleasure view'd we view no more
The voice with rapture heard no more we hear.

Yet the lov'd features memory's eyes explore.

Yet the lov'd accents fall on memory's ear."

A double slate stone marks the resting place of" Samuel Burroucih-

& Mary his wife, who both died in the faith. He on Oct. 21st 1801 aged

89 years. She Nov. 10, aged 79.

They were one in affection

One in profession

One in practice.

One in joys and sorrows and in

Death & the grave are not divided.

Full sixty years they traveled hand in hand
At length they found ye sought for happy land."

Few inscriptions in Latin are found on the monuments. On that

that of Mr. Asher Robbins, formerly mentioned, is a long and elaborate

Latin epitaph.

One other found reads as follows :

" Hie jacet Sarah charissima Uxor
Nathanielis Newdigate Armigeri,

Et filia Simonis Lynde nuper Boston

Mercator. Obit IS die Jul ii

Anno Domini 1727. Anno Aetatis 55.
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Stones of the Barker Family— Inserted as Pannels Between Wooden Posts;

Now Fallen to the Ground.

A most interesting Latin epitaph is one of the year 1751, on the Hat

slab "in memory of Mr. Jacob Dehane."

"Mors mortis morti mortem nisi morte dedisset

Eternae Vitae janua clausa foret."

Below it are the following verses in English :

" Inexorable death has given the blow,

And dead the Body lyes entomb'd below
Come then grim Tyrant thou hast done thy worst

O'er lifeless clay triumphant thou raayst boast.

But still tho mouldring here the Atom shant be lost.

Destin'd hereto the Dust recluse must lye

Ev'n till the glorious Resurrection day.
How will it then exulting rise again

And joyn the Soul with Jesus e'er to reisn.

No more to part with Choirs above they'll sing

Eternall Anthems to the Heavenly King."

These verses, it will bv noticed, form another example of the acros-

tic epitaph.

25





The inscription in Latin on the tombstone of William Ellery, whn

died in 1704, which recounts at length his public services and private

virtues, is also of interest

:

I. S.

Giulielmi Ellery Armigeri
qui

Collegii Harvardini ! Nov. Ang.
Optimarum artium stuclia olim excoluit

Deinde per multos annos
Variis mercaturae negotiis

Opes non magis sil>i honeste quaesivit

quam Patriae inserviit

et civium suffragiis

Ad praeciperos hujusce celoniae honores
erectus

Judicis officio Senatoris

et demum
VICE-GUBERNATORIS

functus est

semper veri rectiq. tinax

Christianus

Fide et charitate vere Apostolic.a

Libertatis. religiosae et civilis

Decus et Praesidium iioruit.

Hospitii muneribus gaudens
probos et honestos licet inlbrtunatos

Liberalitate et Benevolentia

prosecutus est

donee
Vita utili et honesta jucunde peracta

Ad sedes Aminorum eternas

transivit

Idibus Martiis Anno Salutis

MDCCLXIV
Aetatis suae LXIII.

Over the grave of William Sanford, M. A., who "dyed April the

24 1721 aged nere 31 years," are these lines :

" Here lyeth Dust, that as we Trust
United is to Christ

Who will it Raise, the Lord to praise join'd to a Soul, now Blest

With Holy Ones, plac'd on Bright Thrones
Crown'd with eternal joyes

In Heav'n to Sing, to God our King
There Thankful Songs Alwayes."

Other quaint verses mark the burial place of Ann, the young

daughter of James Franklin and Ann his wife, who died 1730 at the

age of 2 years and S mo. On her stone we read :

" Death in Ten Thousand Snap's appears
Regards no age nor promised wit reveres.
Nor present Beauty, yet could bribe his Hand
He strikes both when and where the Almighty gives command.





On the tombstone of George Whitehead, a native of Boston, Eng-

land, are found these lines :

" My trowel and hammer lies decline

So does my rule and my line.

My building is up my course is run
My scaffold struck my work is done."

The following inscription is also of interest

:

11 Here lieth ye body of

Thomas Seares

Son of Lieut. Sylas Seares

of Yarmouth P. C.

and grandson of Richard
the Pilgrim

Born in 1664 and died

Aug. IB, 1707
Aged 43 years.

Beneath this .stone the empty casket lies

The polished jewel brightens in the skies."
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An Old-Time Stone tSeares^.
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Mention should also be made of the tomb of Dr. Isaac Senter, a

physician of great prominence, who died in 1799. The inscription r*.

cords that •? he was honored by the Medical society of the City of Loi

don juid of the College of Physicians in Philadelphia with an admitt

as a member of those very respectable Bodies and was repeatedly elect

President of the Society of the Cincinnati."

The Rogers family enclosure is one of the interesting portions of the

Old cemetery. Almost all of the stones in the plat are of the early hall'

of the seventeenth century. That of Mr. John Rogers, who "died Ai.j

ye 15 1 27 aged 59 years wanting 15 days " lias upon it these lines :

"In his Redeemer's Arms he fell asleep

Having resigned all for him to keep
Untiil ye Resurrection morn be come
When all ye Saints shall fully be brought home
To Christs Eternal Glory there to be

With Saints and Angels to Eternitie."

Another of the stones in this enclosure has the following inscription:

" This Stone was
erected by the

Members of the

Fellowship Club
in Memory of their

Brother Cap't

JAMES ROGERS
who departed this

Life Angst ve 22

1776 in ye 63d
Year of his Age."

The members of the Fellowship Club also erected, in another part

of the cemetery, a stone " in memory of their Brother Capt John Cul-

berson who died March 24 A. D. 1758 in ye 34 year of his age."

Mention may also be made of the following epitaph, noticeable for

its marked individuality:
u In

Memory of

Mr Samuel Tennant
Who on the night of the

26 Sept 1822 in the 21 year
of his age fell an innocent

Victim to the Vile

Assassin Edmond Briggs."

The upper or northeast section of the Old cemetery was set apart

as the burial ground for the slaves, and there are found many smaller

stones in memory of the faithful servants of well known Newport fami-

lies. Newport Redwood, Primus Gibbs, Neptune Sisson, Portsmouth
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Cheeseborough and Cambridge Bull are some of tbe names seen on the

stones. Most of the epitaphs are simple and give merely the names of

servant and master and the date of death, as this one :

" In memory of

Margaret Cranston Ser

vant to Governor Cranston
of Newport who departed
th's Life May 15th 1779

aged 82 years."

|

On other stones there are tributes to the worth of these faithful

servants from the attached families they served—" In memory of

Phillis a beloved Pious & Trusty Servant of Oliver R. Warner"—for

example.

One inscription is of sufficient interest to be given in full :

" Peter son of

Peter Cranston
& Phyllis his

wife was
Drowned Septr

7th 1775 to

ye loss of his

Parents & his

Mr An Lopez."

Near this, section of the ground is the simple stone marking the

resting place of "the Duchess," as she was generally known, having

on it the following inscription written by William E. Channing :

In

Memory
of

Duchess Ouamino
a free Black

of distinguished excellence

:

Intelligent, industrious

Affectionate, honest
and of

Exemplary Piety

Who deceased
June 29, 1804, aged 65 years

" Blest thy slumbers in this house of clay

And bright thy rising to eternal day."

Whether, as was said, she was the daughter of an African king,

is not certainly known. She was universally known and beloved in

the town and remembered by many of the former generation as " the

most celebrated cake baker in Rhode Island.''
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PART II.

Resides the Old or Common burying ground, there are in the very

heart of the eity several smaller cemeteries which were used by pn

vate families and the different religious denominations. All of these

have monuments of great interest and furnish excellent evidence for

reconstructing the political, social and religious life of early Newport.

JEWISH CEMETERY

The most widely known of these smaller burial places is the

Jewish Cemetery on Touro street. Touched by the fire of a poet's

tongue, it has become known to every schoolboy through the familiar

lines

:

" How strange it seems ! These Hebrews in their graves,

Close by the street of this fair seaport town,

Silent beside the never silent waves,
At rest in all this moving up and down.''
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This ground was acquired in 1677 for the use of the Hebrews
then resident in Newport. When the congregation was broken up

by the removal of its members to other cities, the burial ground was
allowed, to fall into decay and neglect. In later years it was restored

and in 1842 it was put in thorough order through the generosity of

Judah Touro, who gave the present massive gateway and granite base

and pillars supporting the iron railing.

There are now in the cemetery over 30 monuments, with inscrip-

tions usually in Hebrew and English.

" The very names recorded here are strange,

Of foreign accent and of different climes,

Alvares and Rivera interchange
With Abraham and Jacob of old times."

It was explained by Rev. A. P. Mendes, in an address on the

Jewish cemetery delivered before the Newport Historical Society in

1885, that every epitaph began or ended with the words " May his

soul be bound in the bands of life,'' also that the Hebrew did not use

the word "died" in an inscription, but chose some happier phrase,

such as " liberated for Paradise," " departed to his eternal home,''

" removed to Paradise," or the like. The Hebrew inscriptions are re-

stricted to the simplest, most concise statements of the death and age

of the departed, but the English epitaphs often contain length y tributes

to their private worth and social qualities. Even in the English epi-

taphs dates are frequently given in the Hebrew chronology, and then

translated into the corresponding years of the Christian era. (The

writer is indebted to the address of Rev. Dr. Mendes for the transla-

tion of the Hebrew inscriptions.)

The oldest stone found is that of Rachel Rodriquez Rivera, of the

date 1 76 1. It has an inscription in Spanish, followed by a translation

in English. One of the most elaborate epitaphs is that on the monu-

ment of il the aged and honored Mr. Abraham Rodregues Rivera.''

Above the inscription is the Hebrew verse Genesis XXV: S ("And
Abraham expired and died in a good old age ") and beneath are

eight lines of Hebrew verse.

On the stone of " Mr. Moses Lopez, merchant, who suddenly

quitted this transitory life" in 1767, is the Scripture text, " Now the

man Moses was exceeding meek," while on that of Mr. Aaron Lopez

may be read •' Hear, Lord, the voice of Aaron."

All is simple and dignified. Occasionally a phrase seems slightly

ludicrous, as in the English epitaph on the "goodly young man"
Abraham Minis: <k This estimable young gentleman fell a victim in

the bloom of life to the accidental fracture of a leg."
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The monuments of the central group are those of the Touro

family. One of these, a stone obelisk on a square pedestal, marks t le

resting place of Judah Touro's mother. On one side is an inscription

in English, recording her age and the year of her death, while another

side contains a tribute to Judah Touro's father, Isaac Touro, who was

buried in Kingston, Jamaica. The most conspicuous monument is

that of Judah Touro. Two of the four sides of the granite pedestal

are inscribed in Hebrew and the other two in English. The tribute

in English reads

:

"The last of his name
He inscribed it in the book of

Philanthropy."

The Hebrew epitaph is as follows :

By righteousness and integrity he collected his wealth,

In charity and for salvation he dispensed it.

Dr. Mendes says that ordinarily in Jewish cemeteries the date of

death is expressed in a chronogram formed from some appropriate

verse of Scripture, but that there is only one instance ot this usage in

the cemetery at Newport. On the tomb of Abraham Touro the date

is expressed in the verse :
" A good name is better than precious oint-

ment and the day of death than the day of one's birth.'' Certain let-

ters in the Hebrew verse are marked, and taken in their numerical

value from the year of death.

TRINITY CHURCHYARD

Situated as it -is, on one of the most public streets and close by

the main entrance to the church, the graveyard of " old Trinity ''
is a

familiar sight to residents and strangers. Although the monuments

it contains are comparatively few in number, the names upon them are

of more than ordinary interest and are associated with the leading

events in Newport's early history.

On the left hand, just inside the gate, is the high slate slab in-

scribed to " Nathaniel Kay, Esq., Collector of the King's Customs in

Newport, whose spirit returned to God on the 14th day of April, A.

D. 1734, after it had tabernacled here 59 years. He after an exem-

plary life of Faith & Charity did by his last will at his death found and

largely endow two Charity schools in Newport & Bristol within his

Collection." This stone was restored by the vestry of the church in

1865. On one side of the broad slab of slate are these words :
u Join-

ing to the south of this tomb lies Lucia Berkeley, daughter of Dean

Berkeley, obit 5th Sept. 1731.'*

On the opposite side of the walk are stones in memory of Rev.

James Honyman and his wife and only daughter. Rev. Mr. Honyman
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was rector of the parish from 1704 to 1750,. the year of his death.

A large block of granite marks the place where the Chevalier de

Ternay was buried in 1780. Upon it is cut the following inscription :
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Northeast Corner, Showing Grave of De Ternay.

Hoc sub lapide

anno MDCCCLXXIII Posito

Jacet
Carolus Ludovicus D'Arsac

De Ternay
anno MDCCLXXX

Decessus
Sub proximi templi porticum

antiquum monumentum
Restauratum et Protectum

Translatum
Est.

The monument in the vestibule of the church has an elaborate

Latin inscription. It was erected in 1783 by "his most Christian

majesty, the judge of virtue, in order that the memory of a distin-

guished man should be consecrated to posterity.'' A French writer

in- speaking of the Chevalier de Ternay's death says :
M He was buried

in Newport in the cemetery of the Anabaptists, where Louis Philippe
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at a later period caused a monument to be erected with an inscripti

which recalls all the services he rendered to France."

One of the oldest stones is in memory of Thomas Mallett, m

died in 1704. The epitaph gives very briefly the date of death ai

age of the deceased and ends with the couplet

:

"This motto all in one Idde express
He was a Father to ye Fatherless."

Especially worthy of notice is the following :

" Here
Lyeth the Body of Doctor

Frankland Morton
Who departed this Life

On the 25th day of July
1720

In the 34th year of his age.

Moituus en moneo.
Let all who read consider well in me
The frail condition of Mortality

Tho' young yet quell'd tho' vigorous outdone
Tho' in full Bloom yet Death the conquest non
Not all my skill cou'd stay my parting Breath
Ev'n Ratcliff's self submitted once to Death
My flitting soul now covets mansions new
Mortal I'm fled this World and so must you."
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Two more stones of interest are those of " Mr. Robert Gardner,

Esq., who was one of the first promoters of the church in this place.

He served all his brethren and had the happiness to see this church com-

pletely finished," and of Dr. William Hunter. Dr. Hunter in 1754

^ave the first course of anatomical lectures delivered in America, and

held a prominent position as a physician and surgeon.

CODDINGTON GROUND

The Coddington burial ground on Farewell .and North Baptist

streets contains the graves of several early governors of the Colony

—

Nicholas Easton, the two Coddingtons, Henry Hull and John Easton.
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Governor Coddington's

The tall slate stone of William Coddington, Senior, bears the fol-

lowing inscription

"This monument
erected by the Town of Newport on the 12th day

of May 1839 being the second Centeniel Anniversary
of the settlement of this Town, to the memory of

William Coddington, Esq.

that illustrious man, who first purchased this
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Island from the Narragansett Sachems. Canonicus and
Miantunomo, for and on account of himself

and Seventeen others his

associates in the purchase and settlement.

He presided many years as chief magistrate

of the Island and Colony of Rhode Island

and Died much respected and lamented on the 1st day of

November 1678
aged 78 years and was here interred."

Close by this larger stone is a smaller dark slate stone, origin:/. l\

placed over Governor Coddington's grave, bearing the name and

of death. This simple inscription is contained within lines incised in

the shape of a heart.

The low granite pillar in memory of Governor Bull has upon

side: " He was one of the eighteen original purchasers of this isl

who settled the town of Pocasset or Portsmouth in 1638 and one ui

eight who settled the town of Newport in 1639."

CLARKE GROUND

On West Broadway, a little above Oak street, is a burial ground

with the graves of several of the early pastors of the First Baptist

John Clarke's ^second from the left).
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Church. The most important of these is the grave of John Clarke,

the first pastor. Upon the plain marble stone is the inscription :

" To the memory of

Doct John Clarke
one of the original purchasers and proprietors of

this island and one of the founders of the First

Baptist Church in Newport its first Pastor and
Munificent benefactor. He was a native of

Bedfordshire Eng. and a practitioner of Physic
in London. He with his associates came to

this Island from Mass in March 163S O. S.

and on the 24 of the same month obtained a

deed thereof from the Indians. He shortly after

gathered the church aforesaid and became its

Pastor. In 1651 he with Roger Williams was
sent to England by the people of Rhode Island

Colony to negotiate the business of the Colony
with the British Ministry. Mr. Clarke was

instrumetal in obtaining the Charter of 1663
from Charles II which secured to the people of

the State free and full enjoyment of judgment
and conscience in matters of religion. He

remained in England to watch over the interests

of the Colony until 1664 and then returned to

Newport and resumed the pastoral care of his church
Mr. Clarke and Mr. Williams two Fathers of the

Colony strenuously and fearlessly maintained that

none but Jesus Christ had authority over the

affairs of conscience. He died April 20, 1676, in

the 66 year of his age and is here interred

This monument was erected by his Trustees March 1840."

"Confident of awakening here renoseth John Callender '' is the

epitaph of another early pastor, who died in 1748. Besides these

tombs there are also the graves of Rev. Erasmus Kelly, A. B., died

1784, and of Rev. Michael Eddy, of whom it was once said "no worthier

man ever discoursed of heavenly themes."

CLIFTON BURYING GROUND

On the corner of Thomas and Golden Hill streets is the Clifton

burying ground, so called from the original owner of the land. This

was used for many years as a burial place by the Society of Friends'

In 1700 about one hail of the inhabitants of Newport were Quakers

and the leading men of the colony were of this faith. In after years

the '* Monthly Meeting of Friends " gave over the care of the ceme.

tery to the city and at present it is kept in order by the Park Commis-
sion.
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Here is the family vault of Governor Joseph Wanton, built at |

expense of Joseph Wanton and William Wanton in 1771. "To tl

new vault were removed the bodies of the wife and son of Jose;

Wanton, Senior, and the wife and children of Joseph Wanton, Jr. (
I

18, 1 77 1. Also other bones of any others of the Wanton familv ivhi

were in this old vault being built by our grandfather, dug up soi

from the common ground, some from Bristol."

Many of the stones date back to the last quarter of the seventeen!

century. The oldest is of the year 1670. For the most part the i

scriptions are of the simplest kind, but a few have tributes, either

prose or verse, to the departed.

The Clifton, Thomas and Golden Hill Streets.

On the grave of " Mary ye wife of Captain Nathaniel Sheffield.'

who died in 1707, we find the following :

11 Here lyeth one bereft of life

A tender mother and a loving wife

Her loss is ours, death is her gain

, Her soul at rest & free from paine."
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Of " Katharine Sheffield, who died in ye 83d year of her age," it

is written :

il And now for rest she has flown

No tongue could tell her troubles

But her own."

These lines are taken from the stone of Thomas Coleman, who

died in 1718 :

" Kind traveller make here a stop

And thy own end consider

Consider thou art born to dye
And cannot live forever

And for eternall happiness
In health thyself prepare

For here lyes one that was evident

His strength Death would not spare.''

A few other epitaphs of interest are added :

•* Memento mori Fugit Hora.
John Thurston
Aged 26 years.

Dec'd Oct'br ye 22
1690."

u Here lieth intered two innocents

Whose souls are gone for recompence
To dwell with him who'll surely give

A glorious crown to them that live

Their infinite souls ascend on high
To live in Heaven there is rest

With ye angels ever blest."

" The bodys of

Mother and daughter
here interred doth rest

Whose precious souls without

any doubt are forever blest.''

Herelyeth interred

Mary late ye
wife of Samuel Cranston, Esq.

gover of this colony who dec
cest ye 7th day of

ye 4 mo. Sepbr in

ye 48th year of her

age
1710

(Under the same stone as Mary Cranston)
11 Here lyeth intered

Freelove late ye

wife of Walter
Clarke, Esq. late
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gov'r & dep'ty gov'r

of the colony who
decest ye ioth day of ye

1 1 mo. cal'd January
in ye 73 year of her

age 1710.''

Freelove Clarke was a daughter of Roger Williams. Her husban

governor Walter Clarke, is also buried in this ground. " He dei .

this life the 22d day of May Anno Dom 17 14
''

On other stones may be read the names of .Captain Pardon Ti]

linghast and Clarke Rodman, Physician.

The epitaph of Sarah, wife of Mr. Samuel Johnston, eldest t;

ter of Mr. Thomas Teackle Taylor, is, with a few slight change- 1

spelling, the same as that on the tomb of Abigail, wife of George

Wanton, already given in the description of the Old cemetery. Rut

as the date of this stone is 1700, while that of the Wanton stone is

1726, we probably have here the earlier form of the verses.

On the tombstone of Captain Thomas Teackle Taylor himself are

the following lines :

"The just expectation of a happy hereafter

To the deceased Husband and Parent whose
Upright conduct through life has merited
The universal approbation of all mankind
Affords the most solid consolation to

The surviving relatives for their grievous and afflicting loss.

Yet virtue still against decay can aim
And ever lend Mortality a claim."

THE QUAKER GROUND

Another burial place used by the Society of Friends in early clays

is situated on Edward street. Within this enclosure are some graves

dating back to the first half of the eighteenth century, but by t'.ir the

greater number are of more recent years. The stones are all simple

head stones, of slate, granite or marble, usually about 21 inches in

height, and the records upon them are confined to the name and date

of death. It is said that in early times it was against the strict rules

of the society to designate graves of the uead by any visible token or

inscription, but later head stones, with tlie restrictions already men-

tioned, were allowed.

One curbed plat in this ground contains eight stones of the Feke

and Brinley families. Charles Feke, who died in 1822, was a well

known apothecary in early Newport and from him the street at the

south of this burial ground takes its name.
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On Edward Street.

Samuel Elam, who was for many years president of the Rhode
Island Union Bank and who laid the corner stone of the first stone

bridge built at Tiverton, is buried in this ground, as are also members
of the Gould, Stanton, Rodman, Buffum and other prominent Quaker

families.

THE COGGESHALL FAMILY LOT

Of the cemeteries set apart for private family use, the one of the

Coggeshall family on Coggeshall avenue is well worth a visit. The
centre of the ground is occupied by a granite obelisk, the base of

which is inscribed :

"In Memory of

John Coggeshall Esq
He died First

President

of this Colony
Nov. 27, 1647
Aged 57 years."

erected by a lineal descendant." as is statedThis monument was
ln the inscription. The opposite bide bears the name of Mary, the wife
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of John Coggeshall, who died in 1684. In the corner of the lot at

the two original slate stones that mark the resting place of Job:

Coggeshall and his wife.

>» Ji »u,ipiw ) 1 >». »
;
». «... . . .. !»

-'

>'*" JZ. r

.

. -- ••

n

J
1 ^:

y^»to. OiMk
\r

- '-" -.-.-:'-- - ' "

, .
-_ - ,».,., . >w^

The Coggeshall, on Coggeshall Avenue.

In this ground is the tomb of Abraham Redwood, the founder ot

the Redwood Library, who married a member of the Coggeshall family.

It is a high slate slab with the inscription :

" In Memory
of

Abraham Redwood Esquire
Who deceased 8th of March

A. D. 1788
In the 79th year of his age

And
Martha Redwood

his wife

who deceased the 8th of May
A. D. 1760

in the 51st year of her age.''

42





A Newport paper of 1788, the year of Mr. Redwood's death, said

of him that " he was blessed with a liberal spirit which prompted him

to encourage useful learning and relieve the distresses of mankind."

Mehetable, the daughter of Abraham Redwood and wife of Ben-

jamin Ellery, Esq., who died in 1797, is also buried here. The tomb

of husband and wife is a raised marble slab, and upon it are the lines :

lt By their deaths a veil was drawn
Over bright scenes of

Social converse, friendship and charity

But the sleeping dust shall be reanimated
and the righteous shall inherit

Unfading glory and blessedness."

Many other members of the Coggeshall family are here interred.
u John Coggeshall Senior, Major who deceast Octbr ye 1 1708 in ye

90th yeare of his age," and Captain John Coggeshall, u a patriot of the

Revolution, an enterprising merchant and an honorable man."

On one stone we find the words :
" Sweet Jesus Christ send thy

guardian angel to conduct my soul to thy precious arms."

Although of a much later date, the tomb of Russell Coggeshall,

who gave to the city of Newport the Coggeshall poor fund, deserves

mention. It is a high slab of white marble, with marble sides, and the

inscription records that " He was largely and successfully concerned

in the whaling business for many years and at his death bequeathed

Fifty thousand dollars to the aged poor of the city. The residue of

his property to eighty three persons.''

SMALLER GROUNDS

Other family grounds still preserved are those of the Easton and

Arnold families. On a driveway leading from Annandale roacl to the

Gammell property is a small walled enclosure, originally part of the

old Easton farm, containing the graves of members of the Easton

family.

What remains of the family burial ground of the Arnold family

may be seen in the little enclosed space, with its few stones, now
fenced off in the rear of the Van Zandt house (now occupied by Mr.

Burlingham), on Pelham street. There were buried Governor Arnold,

died in 1678; ''Benedict Arnold gentleman,'' died 1727, with his wife

and children, as well as other members of the family. Later burials

were those of Thomas Pelham and John Banister.
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The Arnold, Off Pelham Street.

In the cemetery attached to the church on Mill street, where he

preached, Rev. Samuel Hopkins was originally buried. His present

grave is in the yard of the Congregational Church on Spring street,

marked by an old-fashioned flat slate slab, with the following inscrip-

tion :

" In memory of

Samuel Hopkins D. D.
Pastor of the

First Congregational Church
In Newport

Who departed this life

Deer 20 A. D. 1803
In the 83d year of his a<je.

Whose faithful attention to the duties

Of his pastoral office and
Whose valuable writings

Will recommend his character
When this Monument

Erected by his Bereaved Flock
Shall with the precious dust it covers

Cease to be distinguished.
''
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Close by this stone rises the granite monument in memory of

Rev. William Patten, D. D., "Pastor of the Second Congregational

Church at Newport for 49 years,' 5 who died at Hartford, Conn., in

1839. Many interesting anecdotes of these two clergymen are given

by Mr. George Channing in his " Early Recollections of Newport.''
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Graves of Dr. Hopkins and Dr. Patten, Spring Street

It is gratifying to know that the old cemeteries of Newport are so

well cared for and preserved. All the smaller ones are kept in order

by the denominations owning them or by the city authorities, and

something has already been done in the Old Cemetery in the case of

the Ward ground. It is to be hoped that this care may be extended

to other sections of the Old burial ground and that these memorials of

the dead of bygone days may be well preserved to furnish future gen-

erations a means of studying the history of early Newport.
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The Old State House at Nev/port.

A PAPER BY

Prof. WILLIAM McDONALD
OF BROWN UNIVERSITY

At the Dedication of the Tablet to Mark this Historic Building,

June 11, 1913.

Read at the Rooms of the Newport Historical Society, Touro Street.

It is, I think, as true of a youthful country like ours as it is of the

more venerable countries of the old world, that public buildings epito-

mise and illustrate the history of the communities in which they stand.

In the initial decision to build, the choice of a site, the determination of

plan and exterior, the provision for payment, and the uses to which the

building is put, each historic structure of a public sort represents a stage,

or a series of stages, in the social development of a town, or a city, or a

state, or the nation. This building whose historic significance we com-

memorate today by a tablet which the State, in wise regard for its past,

provides, typifies in many ways for more than a century and a half the

public life of Rhode Island, and to a considerable extent, also, the public

life of Newport ; and the fact that within its walls today the law is in-

terpreted and applied rather than enacted, only emphasized the contin-

uity of its public use through these more than five generations.

Until 1690, twenty-seven years after the charter of Rhode Island

was granted, the General Assembly of the colony seems to have no fixed

^biding place. In 1676, for example, it met at the house of Capt. Rich-





ard Morris, and thereafter was debtor to other gentlemen for the hospi-

tality of a home. At. a meeting of the assembly on May 7, 1690, how-

ever, it was voted to finish at once the town house in Newport, payment

for the same to be made out of money and wool then in the treasurer's

hands. The work dragged, apparently, for on March 27, 1709, it was

again voted to pay ^100 to finish the house. If any part of that sum
remained unused, it was to go to the building committee for their labor

and pains, at the rate of £6 per man. This first Colony House was

built of wood, and was used jointly by the Assembly and Town Council.

From 1694 to 1715 it was also used for religious services, but the Assem-

bly finally objected, and the services were discontinued.

By 1738 the Assembly had outgrown its meagre quarters, and it was

voted to build a new Colony House. The old building was sold at

auction and removed to Prison Lane, where it was converted into a

dwelling, the bell being transferred to the Colony House at Providence.

The vote of the Assembly, passed at the February session at Warwick,

directed u that a new Colony House be built and made of brick, at New-

port where the old one now stands, consisting of eighty feet in length

and forty in breadth and thirty feet studd, the length thereof to stand

near or quite north and south." A building committee, composed of

Peter Bours, Esbon Sanford, George Goulding and George Wanton was

appointed to oversee the removal of the old building and the erection of

the new. An appropriation of £1000 was made, to be accounted for to

the governor, John Chipman, William Ellery and Joseph Whipple. On
certificate from this auditing committee that the account had been duly

rendered, additional sums of £1000 each might be drawn from time to

time until the work was finished.

It is not surprising to find 'that there was controversy about the

position of the building on the lot. Whichever way the building faced,

many would wish that it faced the other. In May, 1739, it was voted

to repeal so much of the act as directed the length of the building to

run north and south, and instead to lay the length east and west. How-
ever satisfactory this new arrangement might be to the assembly, which

met occasionally, it clearly was not satisfactory to the people of Newport,

who could hardly avoid seeing the structure every day in the year ; and

on the 10th of July a petition from sundry inhabitants of the town was

presented, setting forth diplomatically that the new Colony House

would look more commodious if its length ran north and south. The
Assembly accordingly once more reversed its action, and decreed a loca-

tion north and south, at the same time making belated provision for a

cellar. Whether a cellar was a luxurious afterthought, or whether it

was believed that, with the cellar once excavated, the building itself was

less likely to be moved, does not appear ; but we hear no more of the

controversy.
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The same writer is authority for a story which serves to show that

the pomp and ceremony of gubernatorial inaugurations did not preclude,

on occasion, irreverent personal allusions. The story is to the effect

that one John Richards, a deputy sheriff, announcing from the balcony

the election of a governor who was an acknowledged Bon Vivant, varied

the time-honored formula by adding, after " God save the State of Rhode

Island," the words, " for the year ensuing."

Apparently the cellar was for some time not needed for colony pur-

poses, for we find that in 1760 it was rented for a year for £180, presum-

ably a depreciated paper valuation. How long this practice continued

I do not know. It cost £61 14s. that year for sweeping and cleaning,

and 6s. more the next year, including, however, the purchase of brooms.

Whether or not the building was kept clean I do not venture to say : I

only record the fact that the appropriations were made, and it is safe to

say that the money was spent.

As the largest public hall in the town, the State House was in de-

mand for public receptions and similar functions. A list of the dis-

tinguished people who have been entertained within its walls would

include, probably, a large proportion of people of note who visited New.

port during its earlier days. In Rhode Island, at least, sectarian severity

put no restraint upon social delights, and could the walls of the old

State House speak, they would recall to us many a brilliant gathering

and many a famous name. Religious services of various kinds, too,

were held there, for the early objection of the Assembly to the use of

the first Colony House for such purposes seems not to have carried over

to the new. During the time when the French, under Count de Rocham-

beau, occupied Newport and used the building as a hospital, masses for

the sick and dying were frequently said in the basement. The congre-

gation of the present Emmanuel Church used the State House for a time

as a place of worship, and Masonic meetings were also occasionally held.

With ample accommodations within for the work of the courts, the

location of the building accorded well with the publicity which, in early

days, attended the infliction of punishment ior crimes and misdemean-

ors. Many a thief was whipped at the cart's tail over a route which led

from the State House through Spring street and back by Thames street

,

to the terror of evil-doers and the edification of the godly-minded. In

front of the building might sometimes be seen the pillory, moved with

its luckless occupant, to a different point of the compass every fifteen

minutes, that all the town might see.

Official records, contemporary narratives, and treasured story and

tradition hold for the searcher many an incident, grave or gay, solemn

or spectacular, temporary or epoch-making, in which this old building

had a part. Such was the memorable election day in 1756, when a





military parade attended the governor to the State House. In 1761

the death of George II and the accession of George III was proclaimed

from the balcony, the assembled people little dreaming that the cere-

mony, typifying that regard for monarchy which to Englishmen was

'grounded in the remotest past, was being performed for the last time in

Rhode Island, or that when the long reign of George III should have

run one-fourth of its course, the colony would have become an inde-

pendent commonwealth.

In 1766 a public meeting at the State House celebrated the repeal

of the Stamp Act, the provisions of which the town of Newport had

effectually nullified. Three years later, the merchants of Newport

formed here a non-intercourse agreement against Gt. Britain, to con-

tinue so long as the duties on paper imposed by the Townsend revenue

act remained in force. In January, 1773, the commission appointed to

detect the persons responsible for the burning of the Gaspee sat at the

State House daily, except Sundays, for three weeks ; and a year later

a public meeting at the same place planned resistance to the East India

Co. in the importation of tea. Then, on July 20, 1776, came the read-

ing by Major John Handy, from the steps, of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, which Stephen Hopkins and William Ellery presently signed

on behalf of Rhode Island.

As with University Hall at Providence, so with the State House at

Newport, the Revolutionary War brought changes and injuries. Both

buildings were used as hospitals, the former by the French, the latter

by both French and British. The British use of the State House began

in 1779, and was not restrained within either medical or surgical limits.

General Prescott, who took up his residence in the Banister house,

looked upon the south flight of steps and pronounced them good, and

presently removed them, making out of them, with the aid of similar

stones from private houses, a spacious sidewalk. After the evacuation

of Newport by the British, the stones were reclaimed and again put in

place. The building itself suffered hard usage, and was left in such

condition that in 1780 the town had to use the Friends' Meeting House

as a place of business and assembly. Nevertheless, the building was

illuminated in honor of the arrival of the French, and thirteen " grand

rockets" were fired from the parade ground. The French also appear

to have used the building as a hospital, but for how long or to what

extent I do not know.

Preparations for the repair of the building were begun sometime

before the war was over, and while the rooms must still, apparently,

have been used for military purposes. In May, 1 80, the Assembly

voted that " whereas the State House and Gaol in the County of New-

port are in a ruinous condition and must soon be rendered useless unless





they are repaired—It is therefore voted that William Davis, Esquire,

Sheriff of said County, cause such repairs to be made on said State

House as may prevent it from further ruin." It would seem either that

Sheriff Davis found the task greater than was expected, or else that

military exigencies still predominated, for in the following March the

Assembly resolved that " whereas the State House was used as a barrack

by the enemy during the time they were in possession of the Island of

Rhode Island, whereby the same was so much injured that this Assem-

bly nor courts of Law can be accommodated therein, unless large sums

of money be expended in repair thereof—It is therefore voted that the

Sheriff of Newport, under the direction of the present Deputies, Cause

such a number of benches to be placed in the Synagogue as will accom-

modate the Assembly—and that he purchase two tables and twelve

chairs for the use aforesaid.

By some means or other, however, the building was made available

for civil and social purposes. In the spring of 1781, when Washington

visited Newport to confer with the French commander, the town wa3

illuminated on the evening of his arrival, and on the next day a dinner

was given in his honor at the State House. Before the end of the year,

however, the Sheriff was directed by the Assembly to take down a shed

near the house of George Romes and use the material to board up the

State House windows. The shutters were probably off by 1783, when

on April 25 the townspeople thronged to the State House to celebrate

the conclusion of the preliminary treaty of peace. Some time in that

year a public subscription was raised with which to place a clock, made

by Benjamin Dudley of Newport, over the balcony.

It was here that the convention of 1790, to ratify the Constitution

of the United States and make Rhode Island at last a member of the

Union assembled. The crowd proved too great for the capacity of the

building, and the convention accordingly adjourned to the Second Bap-

tist Church. Another dinner to Washington and his suite marked the

visit of the Chief Magistrate later in the year. Dinners, indeed, came

frequently in those days, as they do now, healing the breach of some-

time enmities, softening the harshness of fortune, and making the flow-

ing bowl a symbol of the flow of soul and friendliness. On July 2,

1791, for example, when the first meeting of the Grand Lodge of Mason?

was held at Newport, the session at Trinity Church was followed by an

"elegant dinner "at half-after two at the Representatives' Hall, with

fourteen toasts to make the occasion memorable. Again, when Fort

Adams was named, July 4, 1799, the Newport Mercury tells us that

the Artillery Company repaired after the exercises to the State House.

«' where they partook of an excellent repast and drank a number ot

highly patriotic toasts."
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For the next few years the political history of Rhode Island and

the United States presented little that called for special public celebra-

tion. The downfall of the Federalists, the election of Jefferson, the

strained relations with England and Napoleon, and the fatal policy of

embargo and non-intercourse, all left their mark, but not in dinners,

receptions, illuminations or fireworks. Then came the War of 1812, and

the memorable victory of a Rhode Island man on Lake Erie. On Nov.

15, 1813, two months after his defeat of the British, the old State House
welcomed Commodore Perry. Buildings were again illuminated, and,

in the language of the Providence Gazette, " the display of the Union

Flag," and the " ringing of bells .... demonstrated the feeling

of his countrymen on the happy return of the Hero from ....
his fields of Glory." Thirteen years later Major Handy, now an old

man, read from the steps the Declaration of Independence, as he had

done under such different circumstances fifty years before.

The year 1843 is memorable in the history of Rhode Island. For

sixty-eight years Rhode Island, a State of the Union and enjoying a

republican form of government, had no written Constitution. The old

charter had lapsed with forcible resistance to Great Britain, and no other

instrument of fundamental law had as yet taken its place. Now, how-

ever, though with somewhat strenuous excitement to mark the transi-

tion, the old order changed, giving place to new. On May 1, the General

Assembly met at Newport for the last session under the old government.

The next day, so records the Providence Journal, the members of the

new Senate and House gathered in front of Townsend's Hall, at half-past

ten, and with the governor and state officers were escorted by the Rhode

Island Horse Guards and Newport Artillery to the State House, where

they met in their separate chambers and organized. The governor for

the past year presided over the Senate, and the senior members of the

House from Newport, with the clerks of the old House, directed the

organization of the House. On the following day, May 3, there was a

procession from the State House to the Second Baptist Church, where

exercises in celebration of the establishment of the new government

under the Constitution were held. Rhode Island had long been a

republic, but its ruling oligarchy, loudly proclaiming the virtues of the

illiberal constitution which had just been adopted, must complete its

work by trying and punishing the man who had sought, as he believed,

to lead the commonwealth out of darkness into light. On the last day

of February, 1844. Thomas W. Dorr was taken from jail in Providence

and brought to Newport to be tried in the old State House for treason.

As Mr. Eaton has pointed out, the trial of Dorr in Newport for offenses

committed in Providence County was •' a violation of the usual rule of

law requiring trial for a criminal offense in the oounty where the offence





was committed," although in this instance an impartial jury was mor*

likely to be had in Newport County, where the Dorr adherents irer

few ; and the case was unique from the fact that it was u a trial by th«

court of a State under a new constitution, for treason committed agai

a form of government that had now gone out of existence." One hun-

dred and eighteen jurors were summoned and examined before tl

necessary twelve were obtained. On the 25th of June the trial en

with the announcement by Chief Justice Durfee of the sentence of I

court : "That the said Thomas W. Dorr be imprisoned in the State's

Prison in Providence, in the County of Providence, for the term of

natural life, and there kept at hard labor in separate confinement.''

Ten years passed, and then, by act of the General Assembly, the jud_r -

ment of the court was tl repealed, reversed, annulled and declared in all

respects to be as if it had never been rendered."

The year 1900 saw the last session of the assembly at Newport.

On June 12 the assembly met to elect a United States senator and in-

augurate Governor Gregory. On Jan. 1, 1901, the assembly met for the

first time in the new State House at Providence, and Rhode Island no

longer had two capitals.

One can hardly avoid, on an occasion like this, some observation*

on the public life of the State which the building, whose historical sig-

nificance we commemorate today, typifies. Of the laws enacted daring

the long period which I have briefly surveyed, many have been good,

some bad, and a fair proportion either unnecessary or ill-considered,

which is about what must be said of the legislation of every American

commonwealth during the same period. The decisions of the courts

have worked substantial justice as between suitors, safe-guarded property

and labor, and punished wrong-doers. It has been within the power of

the legislature to recall its judges at any time if it did not like them, and

within the power of the electors to change their representatives at any

time for the same reason ; and if either legislature or judiciary have at

any time gone astray, and their error has passed unrebuked, it is not

because the people have lacked the power to correct them. We have

emphasized too much our peculiarities here in Rhode Island, and the

habit is as bad for a community as for an individual. Let us not forget

that we have in Rhode Island government by the people, and that our

government is, as it ought to be in a democracy, pretty much what the

people want. The rewards of a democracy are measured by its desires :

the people wear no fetters save such as they themselves have forged.

What, then, ought our Rhode Island democracy to want ? If we

do not like our present government, its forms or its methods, what do

we wish to put in its place ? Such questions might well be made the

• text for a long discourse, but not for a discourse that would be appro-
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priate here. Yet I take it that the State, in placing a tablet on the old

State House at Newport, and imposing upon a committee of the Rhode
Island Historical Society and others the permanent custody of it, de-

clares its wish that the building and what the building stands for, shall

be perpetually remembered, and that the attention of the public, even of

the passer-by, shall be besought. The tablet, like the building, cele-

brates the past ; and it is the past that counts most in life. History is

not a science in the sense that we can lay down laws of mathematical

or biological certainty, or predict the future with accuracy in detail. We
may not be free to wish what we will, but we are free to will what we
wish. But the lessons of the past are written large on the pages of

history, teaching us, if we will but study them, what to imitate if w©

will have prosperity, what to avoid if we will escape disaster, and how
to adjust the demands of the practical and the ideal so that our day, like

the days of our fathers, may make for progress.

I wish, therefore, that the unveiling of this tablet might connect

itself with a new awakening of interest in history in Newport : that the

Historical Society whose hospitality we enjoy might be quickened to in-

creased activity ; that the sites of famous buildings or notable occur-

ances, and the homes and haunts of prominent men and women, might

be more numerously marked ; that the history of Rhode Island and of

the nation might be better and more thoroughly taught in the schools*

and read and pondered by individuals ; and that lectures, exhibitions,

and public commemorations might keep in constant memory the annals

of the past. Particularly do I wish that those among you of foreign

birth and foreign speech, with an historical heritage very different from

ours, may be instructed and informed. If you will do these things, you

will have cooperated in achieving the purpose for which the Commission

for Marking Historical Sites was created ; but you will have done much
more than that, in that you will have helped to make sure that govern

ment of the people, by the people, and for the people does not perish

from the earth.





SOCIETY NOTES

BY-LAWS

Correction :

On account of a slight error in

printing, Section 7 of the By-Laws

reads incorrectly. It should be as

follows :

Sec. 7. At the annual meeting

the Society shall assess a tax upon
each sustaining member of ten dol-

lars, upon each annual member of

two dollars, and upon each associate

member of one dollar, which latter

class shall be entitled to all the priv-

ileges of the Society except that of

voting.

MEETINGS

The regular quarterly meeting of

the Society was held November 17th,

at 3 p. m., Dr. Terry, Vice President,

in the chair. The second part of

the paper written by our late Vice

President, Hon. R. S. Franklin, on
Newport Cemeteries was read by the

Librarian.

NEW MEMBERS

The following have been elected

since the publication of the October

Bulletin
;

Annual—Miss Caroline Ogden
Jones, John H. Greene, Jr., James
H. Drury, William E. Dennis, Jr.

Associate—Miss Mary E. Burdick

MUSEUM AND LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS

Books added to the library which
are of particular interest:

The Rhode Island Signers of the

Declaration of Independence. Pub-

lished by the Rhode Island Society,

Sons of the American Revolution,

1913.

William Tanner, Sr., of South

Kingstown, R. L, and His Descend-

ants. By Rev. George C. Tanner,

D. D., 1910, gift of Dr. Tanner.

The Seal, the Arms and the Flag

of Rhode Island, by Howard M.

Chapin. Published by the Rhode

Island Historical Society, 1913.

The Massachusetts Magazine or

Monthly Museum of Knowledge and

Rational Entertainment, March, May

and September, 1793; December,

1795, May and October, 1796. Gift

of Mrs. David King.

New Salem Pictures, by Rev. Haig

Adadonrian, 1913. Gift of Dr. Ada-

donrian.

The Journal of American History,

from the first volume, 1907, to date.

Gift of Mrs. Thomas A. Lawton.

MANUSCRIPTS

Record books of the Fellowship

Club, later called the Marine Society,

beginning 175^. Gift of Rev. Dr.

Terry.

Papers relating to Dr. Jackson's

antiquarian map. From estate ot

Hon. R. S. Franklin.

Typewritten copies of unpublished

correspondence of Nicholas Cooke.

Governor of Rbode Island. Novem-

ber 1775 to May 1778. Gift of Miss

Anne Cooke Cushing, Providence,

R. I.
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IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

A Paper Read Before the Society

By

GEORGE PARKER WINSHIP
Of the John Carter Brown Library

The earliest attempt to establish a printing press in the

Rhode Island Colony of which a record has been found was made
about the year 1705. A committee of the General Assembly had

arranged the laws for printing, and it was proposed that the work
should be done in the colony. The offer of a guarantee or subsidy

of ^50 a year is said to have been made to the younger William

Bradford, the sou of the first printer at Philadelphia, if he would

settle at Newport and do the colony printing. This plan did not

succeed, and the laws were printed at Boston in 1719. There is

further evidence that Newport at that time had become a place

where booksellers flourished and where a printer might naturally

expect to find employment, in the fact that an edition of ll Leed's

American Almanack n for the year 1713 was printed to be 4l Sold

by Elkaua Pembrook in Newport."





The year before the first edition of the PJiocle Island Laws
was printed in Boston, James Franklin returned to that city after

serving his apprenticeship in London. He set up a press and

secured a fair share of the business from the booksellers, for

nearly a year printing the semi-official " Boston Gazette." After

he lost this work, through a change in politics, he started a paper

of his own, the "Boston Courant," which had a checkered career

for the next five years as the organ of the local l< Independents,"

who refused to accept without comment whatever was done by the

party iu power. After several conflicts with the rulers of church

and state, Franklin was finally compelled to recognize an order of

the Governor and Council forbidding him to print anything which

had not been seen and approved by the Secretary of the Colony.

His compliance with this order consisted in transferring the paper,

at least to the extent of changing the printed name of the pub-

lisher, to his more famous brother Benjamin, who was then em-

ployed by him as an apprentice. It was an obvious subterfuge,

but it served its purpose and the paper continued to appear until

June, 1726, or later, in the name of Benjamin Franklin.

The Franklin printing establishment in Boston was closed

some time during the years 1726-27. The younger brother started

off upon his famous journey to Philadelphia, while James Franklin

removed his press and types to Newport. Another brother, John,

was already established in business at Newport as a tallow

chandler and soap maker, and this fact doubtless influenced James
in selecting his new home. ' He had before this had dealings with

Rhode Islanders, for in 1721 John Rhodes the shopkeeper, Captain

John Rogers and William Claggettthe clock maker, had employed

him to print the latter's "Looking Glass for Elder Clarke and

Elder Wightman, being a brief but true Relation of the Cause and

Prosecution of the Differences between the Baptized Church, under

the Pastoral Care of the aforesaid Elders '

' and several of their

former members. At another time Franklin had claimed, when
the magistrates were investigating him in connection with

some of the charges against the government, made in his news-

paper, that he secured his information from Rhode Island.

Before the end of 1727, Franklin printed in Newport an

Almanack, the preface of wdiich is dated August 30, and 4k John

Hammett's Vindication and Relation : giving an Account,





I. Wherein he was misrepresented in a Letter lately printed in his

Name. II. Of his Withdrawing from the Baptist's Communion.

III. Of his uniting with them again. IV. Of his separating

himself wholly from the Baptists and joining himself in unity to

the People called Quakers." During the next year, Franklin

printed two sermons, one preached by John Webb on the last day

of the year 1727, and the other by the Rev. John Adams upon his

ordination. For the local Church of England clergyman, the

Rev. James Honeyman, who had resided in Newport since 1704

as the missionary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel

in Foreign Parts, Franklin printed during this year a lengthy

religious treatise with the unusually broad minded title, " Faults

on all sides," from the point of view of the representative of a

body which did not take any side. Except for those who are

curious to learn how the Anglican cleric regarded the mutually

destructive arguments of Baptists, Quakers and Presbyterians or

Congregationalists, the most interesting pages of this volume are

the four at the end which remained empty after the author's

manuscript had been completed, and which the printer utilized by

rilling them with a list of " Books sold by Edward Nearegreas, in

Newport, Rhode-Island." There are a few over a hundred titles,

nearly all religious in character. Among those which are

familiar to a later generation of readers are the eight volumes of

the Spectator, Eusebius, Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity, Heylin's

Geography , Milton's i
'Answer to Eikon Bazilcion '

' and c
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Paradice , '

'

Wit's Commonwealth, Purchase's Pilgrimage, Locke on Human
Understanding, and Clarendon's History of the Great Rebellion.

The reader is assured that " These, with most other sorts of Books,

as Practical Divinity, Controversys, Law, Physick, and Navi-

gation, Bibles, Common-Prayer Books, School-Books, Chapmen's

History Books and Pamphlets, Bonds, Bills, Powers of Attorney,

Paper by the Ream, Snuff, Tea and Coffee by the Pound or

Ounce, may be had at reasonable Rates."

Franklin did not undertake to start a newspaper until he had

been in Newport five years. The first issue of u The Rhode
Island Gazette " probably appeared on Wednesday, September 27,

1732. No copy of this, unluckily, is known to be in existence,

and the only information regarding its contents is derived from a

letter signed ,c Win. K—g—" and dated from Boston, October 10,
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which was printed in the fifth issue, which came out on October

25, 1732. In this letter the writer remarks: il
I rejoyce to see

that by your Proposals and Introduction, you have in great

Measure freed yourself from some peculiar Disadvantages, and

obviated some Objections I expected from Popular Prejudice. If

you suffer no Personal Scandal to have place in your Paper, nor

make yourself a Party to any religious Disputes, there will be no

room for Exceptions against you, but what will ly equally against

allyour Brethren in this Town, unless you should appear duller

than any of them, which yet is no very easy Thing. M

The effort to avoid dullness was not verv successful. A
column letter on the evils of slandering one's neighbours may have

had some local point, but it was so stupidly expressed that what-

ever object the writer may have had entirely failed to appear.

This was followed by a longer communication in verse, dated from

New Haven, which is extraordinarily vulgar even for that free

speaking age. Finally, in No. 9, the editor, over his ac-

knowledged nom-de-guerre of Timothy Truman, a name which

he says he feel's sure will not lead to his being mistaken for anyone

else, printed an Apology, in which he owns to the justice of the

complaints against Will Rusty 's nastiness and Cleverkm's even

more reprehensible obscurity. Pie explains his own failure to

enliven the paper by stating that he had been ill with a prevailing

distemper, a sort of cold, doubtless something akin to the recently

discovered la grippe, which a fortnight before had killed fourteen

persons in a single week in 'the town.

The first thirteen issues of " The Rhode-Island Gazette,

"

excepting numbers one and ten, are at the Massachusetts

Historical Society, and they fully justify the complaints of the

subscribers to which the editor refers. Four other issues

ought to be somewhere in Newport, where Mr. Charles E.

Hammett, Jr., had them when he compiled his l< Bibliography of

Newport " in 1887. Luckily he made a facsimile of one of these,

No. 17, for January 25, 1733, so that this at least is not al-

together lost. This is much more interesting in its contents than

any of the others that have survived. It concludes, however,

with a warning that the paper would have to suspend publication

unless some of the subscribers who had received it from the

beginning paid their bills. Apparently many of these delinquents
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were Franklin's former Boston friends who had anticipated a

renewal of the entertaining passages which had made his " Boston

Courant '
' so interesting, and they can hardly be blamed for

feeling that they had been defrauded in some measure if they had

to pay for reprinted foreign news and lists of Newport harbour

clearances and entries.

The date of the last number mentioned by Mr. Hammett is

March i, and it is probable that the paper ceased to appear not

long after that date.

Most of the news in the paper consisted of Euiopean in-

telligence, usually about three months old, but not at all less

conflicting than what is received two hundred years later three

hours after it is supposed to have happened. This foreign

correspondence was copied directly from the Boston papers, and

this fact added to the complaints of those upon whom the pub-

lisher had to rely for his living. Many of his local subscribers were

business men of means, who took in the Boston and New York

papers, and so read all the news long before Franklin could select

what he wanted to reprint and get it into type. His local items

consisted principally of deaths, interspersed wTith reports of fires

and tales of extraordinary feats of lightning bolts.

There is a single item which has a modern sound, and is

historically important because it carries back the period during

which Newport has been a resort for persons of international

distinction half a century furthei than is claimed for it in Mr.

Mason's charming "Reminiscences." It appeared in No. 13 of

the Gazette

:

14 Newport, December 22.

Last week came from Boston to this Town the Lord

Augustus Fitz Roy, Son of the Duke of Grafton, and this

Week went from hence by Water to New York."

His Lordship was a great-grandson of King Charles II, and

he was at this time doubtless on his way to visit his father-in-law,

Col. William Cosby, who had been since 1731 the Governor of

New York.

James Franklin died February 4, 1735. His widow, Mrs.

Ann Franklin, continued the business and there is nothing in the

appearance of the books which bear her name to show that her





husband was seriously missed in the conduct of the establishment.

She and her daughters had been accustomed to help in the type

setting, so that the actual change of office force was probably

slight. Mrs. Franklin managed to keep the press going until her

son, who had been serving an apprenticeship with his uncle

Benjamin, returned to assume the proprietorship, in 1748.

To the new manager, or more probably to his uncle's canny

advice, may be due the fact that at this time the General

Assembly decided to have its proceedings or " Schedules M printed

for distribution among the several towns. ' During the previous

hundred years these had been copied by hand with the result that

delays were frequent and inaccuracies inevitable.

The schedule for the October session, 1747, is the first of a

printed series that has continued unbroken since that date.

Franklin printed the Schedules regularly until the autumn
of 1759. With the session for May of that year, the Secretary,

Thomas Ward, sent out a letter, dated February 9, 1760 :

To the Town Clerk of Glocester, Sir :—
Yesterday Mr. Franklin (The Printer) vouchsaf'd to let me

have all the Acts & Orders made & passed by the General As-
sembly at the last Election. They were done before October
Session. I sealed the first sheet of every one and corrected, with

my Pen all the errors, that had escaped the Press throughout the

whole. But the careless Mortal mislaid, and never found them
till the Time first above mentioned. But as I made a heavy Com-
plaint he sent me, a Day or two before, those he had struck off

for sale. I examined, corrected and sealed them as usual : And
herewith you will receive one for your Town.

Some Sheets of June are struck off : But when this High,
mighty, indolent Gentleman will deign to compleat the rest is very

uncertain.

This finding the Government egregiously imposed upon and
myself severely censur'd for His intollerable Laziness, I have made
use of the Power granted the Secretary last August & sent the

Acts and Orders of that Session, with those of October, to Bos-

ton ; where they will be printed with such Dispatch, that I have
strong Reason to expect you will receive them both, by the latter

end of this month at farthest.

Your most Humble Servant

Tho. Ward.
Newport, Feby. the 9th, 1760

P. S. Be so good as to read this publickly at your Next Town
Meeting, that the Saddle may be laid upon the right Horse.
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The Act of October, 1747, required the Secretary to employ

the Printer residing in Newport for printing the Public Laws.

This was repealed in August, 1759, so that the Secretary was au-

thorized to employ any Printer, as he might find conducive to the

Public Good.

Franklin's own statement regarding his failure to attend to

the Colony work was printed at the end of the Schedule for the

June, 1758, session. This explanation is dated, "Newport, Oc-

tober 20, 1758/'

"In Justice to the Secretary, I must acquaint the Public,

that some Time before the General Assembly sat in June last, he
delivered me three Sheets, containing the major Part of the Acts

and Orders made and past at the Election, (May Session) like-

wise in proper Season, those which were past in June : But hav-

ing been for many Years, frequently urged by several Gentlemen,
to publish a News-Paper, I undertook one ; which for Want of

Help, prevented my dispatching the Colony's present Business

sooner than this Day. Having procur'd an Assistant, I promise

myself, to be able to accomplish the Proceedings of the Assembly
for the future, agreeable to Expectation. J. F.

v
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The first issue of "The Newport Mercury," the newspaper to

which Frankliu ascribed his troubles, came out on Monday, June

19, 1758. The facsimile on the opposite page is from the only

known copy of this, in the Library of the Rhode Island Historical

Society at Providence. The editor's introductory column gives

considerable information concerning the details of newspaper pub-

lication at that time m the colonies :

"THE Advantage and Utility of a Newspaper to the Pub-

lic, is so obvious, that it requires little to be said to recommend a

Thing of the Kind. And as the Publication of a Paper in this

Colony, has been long wish'd for, and frequently requested, 'tis

proposed to publish one weekly, on every Monday, at the moderate

Consideration of one Dollar a Year, so long as the present Size of

this Paper is continued (or Lawful Money or Old-Tenor equiva-

lent) to each Subscriber.

"And the Public may be assur'd, that no Party Disputes

will ever have a Place in this Paper: But in a Dearth of News,

which in this remote Part of the World may sometimes reasonably

be expected, whatever may be presented, which will promote the





Interest of this Colony, and tend to make us a more virtuous, a

more flourishing, and a mere happy People, will chearfully be

inserted

.

"And as all the earliest Advices which may be contain 'd in

other Papers, cannot at all Times be inserted in this, Care will be

taken to collect from them, what may appear to be most worthy

the Attention of the Public.

"And it must appear unnecessary, to say any Thing relating

to the Advantage which will accrue to the trading Part of this

Colony, in having the Benefit of a public Paper to insert Adver-

tisements, as the Example of our neighbouring Governments,

where Papers are published, is a convincing Proof of its general

Service in that Respect.
14And for the more expeditious and safe Conveyance of this

Paper to the several Towns in this Colony, this Method will be

taken; to send all the Papers belonging to each respective Town,
with the Name of each Subscriber wrote thereon, under Cover,

and directed to some proper Person, residing where it will be at-

tended with the least Difficulty to the Inhabitants in receiving

them, which they will be the best Judges of; and a Paper will be

sent gratis to every such Person, for his Trouble and Care in

delivering them.

"And as every Objection would willingly be remov'd, which

may arise with respect to this Paper, in its first Publication; there-

fore, if it should be said, that the Size is much smaller than those

at present publish 'd in Philadelphia, New-Yoik, and Boston, let

it be consider 'd, that the Price is also less in Proportion, and that

even in those large Places, with Provinces extensive and popu-

lous, the Papers publish'd amongst them, in their Infancy con-

tained no more than what might be compriz'd in half a Sheet; but

as the Number of Subscribers and Advertisements increas'd, their

Papers were inlarg'd in Proportion. And if it should likewise be

said, that what is contained in this Paper, is somewhat stale be-

fore publish'd—It must be acknowledg'd, that with Respect to

Newport and Providence, who have the Advantage of a very early

Intelligence, it will undoubtedly be so; but this ought also to

be consider 'd, that the Inhabitants who reside at a Distance from

those two Towns, cannot have an Opportunity to be so immedi-

ately and properly acquainted therewith.
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4 'And tho' the Number of Subscribers, at the Commence-
ment of this Paper, is far from being adequate to the Expense and

Trouble which must consequently be devoted to that Service; yet

it is not doubted, but that the Inhabitants of this Colony will

ehearfully promote an Undertaking of this kind.

"There was Reason to believe, that this Paper would, at

this Time, have been introduc'd to the Public with new Charac-

ters, as Part of a new Printing-Office from London, had been con-

tracted for, by the Printer hereof, principally for that Purpose,

which may daily be expected; therefore 'tis hop'd these will be

dispens'd with till its Arrival."

The next issue of which we have a copy, only half of the

original and that the uninteresting first leaf containing the gen-

eral news, is No. 25, for December 5. This is the first of the

copies in the Redwood Library set of the Mercury, and it shows that

by this time Franklin had received the new "characters" or type,

for the purchase of which his Uncle Benjamin gave him credit.

The paper had also been enlarged to four.pages, and altogether it

makes a very creditable appearance.

Somewhere there is probably a copy of No. 27, for a facsimile

re-print of this is quite common, but we have not yet found the

original.* No. 28 is at the Redwood Library and No. 29 in pri-

vate hands. The Newport Historical Society has No. 31, and

the Redwood Library 32. This enumeration will give some idea

of the way in which these old newspapers are scattered in differ-

ent libraries, and the task confronting a student whose investiga-

tions require him to examine a file, or even to verify a statement

which is supposed to appear in some single issue.

The Redwood Library has the most extensive set of the New-
port Mercury, although not numerically the largest number of

copies.

Of the first 205 issues, only 32 are extant so far as known,

and of these, two, one already mentioned and No. 91, March 11,

1760, are known only from reprints of unknown original copies,

* Note. —The original of No. 27 of the Mercury, to which the writer alludes,

was for many years in the Mercury Office in Newport, but some few years

ago it mysteriously disappeared. The facsimile was issued by the former

owner of the Mercury, Mr. Fred A. Pratt, on its 100th birthday, in June, 1S5S.

The plates are now in the Mercury Office.
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doubtless hidden away on some Newport bookshelf. Of the re-

maining thirty, 21 are at the Redwood Library, two of the others

are at the Newport Historical Society and two at the Rhode Island

Historical Society, and one each belong to the Brown University,

the New York and Boston Public Libraries, the estate of the late

Hon. Robert S. Franklin and Mr. Fred A. Arnold of Providence.

The second James Franklin died August 22, 1762. His

mother, who had presumably retained her title to her share of the

business while it was in the hands of her son, resumed the man-

agement for a short time, until arrangements had been made for

transferring it to her son-in-law, Samuel Hall. When the widow

Franklin died, a few months later, April 19, 1763, Hall became

the owner of the establishment, and the Newport publications of

the next five years bear his imprint.

The Library of Congress at Washington possesses a file of

the Newport Mercury extending from No. 206, August 10, 1762,

to No. 498, March 21, 1768. There can be little doubt that this

was Samuel Hall's file of his newspaper, which he doubtless took

with him when he left Newport, and which owes its present good

condition to that fact. There is another file for the years 1765

and 1766, which was preserved by the Rev. Ezra Stiles, and is

now among the treasured possessions of the Yale University Li-

brary. Except for these two sets, we know of only 34 duplicates

out of the 292 issues at Washington, and of these 34, one is in

the British Museum, at London, one in the Wisconsin Historical

Society, at Madison, one in the New York Public Library and

three in the Massachusetts Historical Society; leaving only 27 in

Rhode Island, of which the Redwrood Library has 22.

Early in 1768, Samuel Hall sold the Newport printing busi-

ness to Solomon Southwick, and about the first of August he re-

moved to Salem, Massachusetts, where he re-established himself

as a printer. Southwick continued to issue the Mercury until

the approach of the British troops in the early winter of 1776
forced him to remove hurriedly to Rehoboth, and later to Attle-

borough. At both of these towns he did a little printing for the

newly declared state, and there is a statement that at Attlebor-

ough he printed a few numbers of a paper which continued the

name of The Mercury.
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MONDAY, Maicw i<j, 177a. [ N O M B. 6cj J

i NEWPORT u^m^M^f^' MERCURY.

bath Foreign and Domcjiic.

Undaunted by TYRANT S, We'll D I E or be F R E E.

Printed by SOLOMON SOUTHIFICK, in Queen-Strkkt.

BOSTON. Mirth 11.

jus fc-nr.tbe b..*:J<dou.- fellow cu)7eo, rcao-

ii.g .ike »»:« tiro' K:a s -i:.-.et, * the mer.

thJrtu ewlan?* ibe pui-vac-sl !=>ot of ii-c au-

litary pti.de Kt a-jot.; > ism.tiu pati. 0<a>"

bSod miobt >Ho be tr. -k'-J ttf .o the htaj ui long-lane,

tuxl .hfoJvb <ivvjn < u.e.- B!wtJ aud i -.lip...

•Atck.en «.'cl. ex th: :r.h: i.-i:anf. n.c: n iarxrud-Hall,

•ad nJtrr(i.n.eai-.ir.a..-d tp-...;hw Uc-.u..,.g thecmiioo,

tbejr«h<*»ceib:n:i:ieeu» 15 fttpt\t»Ufe geairrewnw

••ait up-n. :Kr L:ru'. U<*'tiai.c is Coife-.il, :c r:,-jti cf

bin t'iilur,hisord«i»fur iUe UBBwuiJf frr.rt-»J -t kite

Ircou..

The mi J&8* wa> lo thefe icrr lj :

r«
AT it .< «»- <« .' »-- - -,-•"» '/<«> """"-f ri<»

rr r. y.i/«, ; raV- « ./it.-.*. ^-i.«w-:» .'< ray..-.'**
1

r 7' ••"/• rfcfa/ tualUcre,

Hit Honor's- reply, wbltii «vaa laid before «br town

then Jdjourtt'd to 104 Ola acuta ikcxing-bioau.,

Gentlemen.

/ .f.V -•.«». -«y A'K>/'r '-' »»&*}(> 4:j?srt*!tl «<•-

tvnnti-tit'.shuai *«<!trti}t. ,,ii<;f;.,«..>/« r.r

*-r:i» V frf ftcf r-;vwar. *>~ / iiJ-i* €XlrujMfrfif

Bftwr&u crvj.cK *z*r at J*e iay»i*j ***>} fa-*,..*., nxiivul

i-H Attn tuj Acvr i/j «*7r. y i a-.* 1- «*«.« r.y«.'a«i*

.. tin*-**. Te-i fta«« ihi'ir ,:*n>J>tM let or-.-.-, at

h'rur-fci. Itiix.-;:* *>,•.-..*.- /?.v«e/rr-u»/<..,a «•-

4rr,. ?<tCa*r/ iWr *;. -' •;« tix+VHn«.atm
•i-w.il.l'il.',::!;. IV.-< llx f • ..c*L»- .<*

,.-^r*:«*f^i.K4..-f---A-*J ItW ,« )W .J-.7. ,.,/,

C... llcir->,;U*,Un tltxvMi ;*; >w</!.v .->rr/i

taufjf-utf'l+l tint «p«e«/lvi .../if*.- a.r.hr ;i.t-

t£j 1* ;.~« larrath tr in Cfl/fcc •.--. « c£t/r,Jr. 1. . Ui-

fir-. 1.:., c-:c:Lo; it.ru-* p^'Jy.aU ir r^tn^, «*.'.•/.»

^i*.*//f..^:*
;

r-v' ;- .- ,.,/'.',.-,':.

,Jf°'

I .-.t f-.r:2a!n;: rc..iy (.-.!::» '....Median! :j:.» f-i.n-.

J<«»—rhc <•,«.!;.

1

'«:-; ;•-:. '•>i..v,«Mi.tHfaiUi.:i.-

f*fu-n- ?'fvi,.ru 111 ilu-i..,-Li.-.. '.ocly > i.ifeit.'rtc,)

cat •:'ui*..-.rJ J ' I i .~c 1vt.11.

lt«i'. tl.fii n--»t.l in,! .^:.J Join H-iacock. EfijJ

(tJ:..^miKl liin... .«:. V.;-' ..:, AI •ii.n.B*. K'tiiuoi

VMb?>. Efcjj i>/; Joi.;.li V.«t;ta. |h:Khj ll.-iliiw,

tl^, -irfl .H^t.jiI Pen! :r.r ., tfr; U a iv: laiutr to

K> '.r. Ki . J".n«r tie l.» .i. (j.;»-
1 M r, ittvl i-.tor3»

k'-ei. «K»»>i) :t-c insiSMt eoin»n «u :hta mctir.j,
tS^t tHcre; 1^,-*:- V.a »-.- -f .be i..b i<iujt> ;.r.lVAt-

ri !,.. HiW-t :u :\~ : >n.M . •- -..
. > or.: , 1 ....ucio-

; •nlthi: n-.i! -tig |.-ij ».i 1 1 ..i-U, i..*.i « to.J cr.4

t>< T*eCoo.!tt:« liu";».'....|-a;tt l.c--t*Oo,
-rnor «;rr*4W* I'thM...-*!.. ;..,• . :: .

'.- id bt: .tttt

lui Ht.ivjr.

Hi> lirnor iKr Lieu'. <">Ovrfmif UiJ V'jn- tit Lmiri

»».|f oftKrt- .»n i.fBoll.'n. ?i i!'.l ;.V> »ittr..<>-:., i.'.J

the »J Irtrf-J iht • .anl «t tl.lio«\,

^f. •••*- ;'i.Vt««,V,
" luv K-f.:- ]fu jirtcoflbe IM of ?!i>J *. v.Wh

1 hl\ir fil n.i-.« rr,tnc. frfi.-n i!.m. ih ! I im- j.
!
; v . .c

V:- C-'oi.c-1 tV r'xy ncxpi'-lW :•- nl<-U.-j t.i t- .-

•nn /. if i;.
: n ;

. r. " tn..t :t »m. ah»Jatrl|f 1. «dEs.

rv f f iv \1 ^(K'> frt.V- . s«tr ve,^ o-'if ttlM -^-,.

n-< :"• pru.- of the |>i r--..-, tl)>; i'.« If .<y. il.ou! 1

e >iiin!j*nK r<i i.»- -J •.: uf >>i •*« of i;«,lpn, jnj
i>;ie«,n »d».h-l hi> H-: r :• i- .:-.-.mis-c 1, » .J.

VKrrfiir fjnwu.it • •<•'. l>jit»r rir, it.i :opt*f that

f - »otiW.f.-.- -Kr ••• , .-.'n i.K-.^e.V.iluMt.-

T'.t 11 M. i.i >i • 4l:.i .v.l:hfi«.f, itui Ml l>.l-

nor tKat hx wt>t;M bc^io hii prrpuuiMi io th« cioro-

ir.g, a.ii th.*: t.-vcrc ihnuU be do HtWCEc&sy a^U/ oa-
t;l th- wayic t>f th= t* j te^int'.att were r^aureU to ibe

CVite."
U>-n the above report rvrit? read, the tahxbkaMl

toall f.o; -fo«teiiirei:i3g;he Biga !"*u-ljibda it a.-i./ri.

«i ir.r.-n.

Af:ec meafurri weir taken for Oie (ccartrt- t>f the

tswn in t>^ oiv^ht by a :tn»-.g tr,A:arf MtaKch, tjie m-et-
ir.j{ wfti liiJ-'SveJ.

1'i.T .-,,1*1 tc^ir.i.-t hive a!t.-j W U(: a; an.l tJw :«tS

re<?in.e 11 are iflUw-.n^tlnn, fo ihatwee pe.t the tjwn
»-.:l Ijo;i Le iira.- :\ all !••..- rro-3«. The aI'Joit, :nd
Que i^au'ytfbii M.j .-ity't Cu«n<:t ar4 Col !)iir>:o.

y.:.ACi>t4 in tta m^ft of iSit rnpiioa* c;:/ ; anj rhe m-
taiv.nj,'.. \u\\\f it.c nfcl : Thoie ol'the urlghboering
to*Ttj artuiH/ omirr .urn-* upon the Jir:> report c-t' the

", and \'<k i:',;n.-il -^-1/ **in:\z% :') b- r^in a R-iv

hear, 10 ta; ;;.ur> vt'thfieity ir-uiy tf..'jfi-id" "f our
bn.v tr^;rrTa:a the ro^n'n-, drrplv .-n..( ;-.l with our
tlil^riT- 1, ^.i i to .»

'• 11 *- are ?t-ativ -'biir^J on this

oration—S> one ^..ui » -/hr- 1 >U - m!i ha»ee-«ie:l.

anivvna: import. -it c-mfequ-icn e'. :i e> the lehofe

fciiti h ttnp^r: mi^at have I".-;: >*e.!. which oar nv>Jcra-

ti'/ii ar.J loyally up"n to rr.i.iR an c :a5on, and tmr
faith tn tbt CTn^man.kr'j ai"-rattcr* hare JupptJy p."e-'

Lid Thurfllay, v;r-r*.blr it z -rneral rejurj r-f ihr

tahabi-jnf.. and h> ihe .-onfrnt •.[ ?uen-»i'il trienJ..

*r.x iMtied •... their -re-: r in f;i.xe fi-Mt. tne fc, L.s of
s*o«/'.>rf7. Sa«i^( ;/j.,...i. ;j-« c. .:;.»<'.'. a-,d

Cv;«-f<>«/.4f arfeopy ritirno who fell i.i the

b..>>dyB-.i!rjrreol'ih- M-. !..-eren:n; p.-eterd : n
r
'

!

On ihli ec- iitot is ,.i> of thv !hop« ia tn-.»n »:t :Vat,

a'd ihc belli wireoniersd :o tell a felemn pr-.i. a- nere

albithjtein the iteishboutln •• ro#n> -jf C(.J;l--.t<"v-.

KhAary, S.-C, Tin- p"»c-;(r.oii b~;.-.Q to m-.e b-.*crt»

::.t h^xriof A.tr.J r n- the-J-rr-io.M> ; r-A-« ri :),e iin-

ls.r;jna;- fuli.-tv.. il/.. Mc-(T. ?-->.•< (.V.--. -7 ar-d C--.- •

,~u ./•"u('.»'..3 4-:?:,ui.<-:, h--ri.e f'.u-n fc'anic-jU

il.tll. attenhd bv a autner--j. ;ra :
Ti ^fr-fttb-i* cf all

ra:.ki ; xid thc-otht-r ^.-^ \:r. Mr. oaw^-/0"'.»r. fruni

thr hoofcoi Mr. 0.nlja-.;a iirz,-, !?.•- br^-.hr.-^cn ihe

Dorti^de-ie trtrha^-r. an) Mr. M~~,. i. ».-.tn t;^

hojic ul' I.I. d-.-'uI-d'i.v'taer Mr>. .l/o^.- J,'.:wr„«% ui

Unirm-MKCt, tics loll ..t.I !>y uit : r rcir-.t.ie rela-

ti—j, 11. d ;;:.-,!» : T.V li -.-al l.carl'e. ' r;n ;.;-» a jja.--

tiTii in ivii.g-irrrrt. the ine.irrnt' -'ift in.ia-n.a tuv.
dy ! pr-iCvMiJ fi.i.'i -.iir ; 1 f^ajh tKc l/>a .1 ib.-e:,

Itr^-^T.Kd by in i..i:-.--iiii- • .-nc^jiie "t r-r-N p!--, h> na-

b. oo. r.: up bya lonp ir.in o»'carria«tr< b.-l = po^ k> the

prjn^.pi; ..vntry of tv.- tr.vr.. T.i K-.iir» -vrre depo-

iiitd la . ,.i v-.i!: io :he m..'
!

lc o.:rv-.ni(-?roj-v>i ; *j'he

•v^"i-. jU-J cin.umtjKcx i-t f-.r deal'.. 1 1. .11 Ir.-ttand

p-.xutiar fblnnniry w.iK «\S.»n ibe »'»>».: fui.ctAl »a»
fJi^UtrJ. f».

t
-a! i delVHp:...-t.

A m.ntat) ^jic.i ^i^ l^eo kept tnrj i.'fbt » :he

rei'prSable g? :! -n.n if the town ha>-: uppi-rej u lbe

cointn-io to'.U-r. and.lij'n: ^rtr ui-ht h.re ^:"ca taeir

a-.ivcd «r.
\ iVrxaul boy of one M.n-ar • -h- id^ wait r

^ ill '^.ivc i.-jow in fao!. hai-.ng d> } vd -h,i hiiu-

i.-'i, b, the i-iler ami ii.c-gun.-intm -.t lo 4 luperi-jri

i»m to*. Oi the h -air i.i ki-i.;.iii.i.-t. b aj hy iV Cunt'

nrt'i .u ; r-.-e than •.-.- <.v-r rn.a i»o<e nnoi oat.1.

that th- .- app-.-ben }-.< :» i rrj d>i ha-^vi ca.ae from :Hat

f. arituft' |i< .n; af'-uB -aiion .•! M;. 0»M l'.-«i< . .i.e

i he nuiapr b-i

hoofj

<;uii whKh kill >i T' -«*!- iiuder. and :o i-
(

lo-ne of rilla ny a::<d bir a di'try baiidm.

n'Pini h >h- p. ..:•<-.

It ii U) ...:c 1 Lltt ih-:r iri-t h ••» .'o-;.-.

I.aull^l »l JK .j.: .1 .. ... .1 ^.1 . . . •:

A" •

of tbofe who wv.-; naftf.-ed by tbe fold*-., lia-i went
evert.^et.Vr tn thl.ua i^n: or. aa> esc;.." -..

A more dfrajfal ;r+-zcy tai been stlei ry the p-4-

dicry m k:.- vsrrnt, 6.::r.a, Nar-ErjgSn 1, : aa wa
fcriMinvr fiiii.e ej.l..r«vd je St. Ulfjt'iHdci 1^-r.ooc,

ta (j'd Kr.jliix!, w.hicn out k.vc icc;id ci at-c^j rar

boA CTnaltt..

.toong ;.;Ur marten in tbe *oriat fcr the »"^^.|
t-.^p-ntetitiij; th , d-y, l> tlve Ucauog ilwaV, »'n.
•• W.voVi rtic uws will ij..ea<.y =ir.:>iri -.: a p-.--

lie m-.i.uu-.r m .-nay U tm-ii on tae ipct »i-at 'he ^ie
tr.^ca! iL-ix *a-. a^ieu, ai a lac r^o:o to p>. • <r. (
t.i.t -o.rid mjia_i.-. aad Inc oea.-..;:iie con^ikuzi
uf trrluary Eaeo|ni be.t.g gMVCOOi ia a we- .*r ^a^-.cd

We h-.r fm,n M^rl-lehtad, tb,t cae Tiaxrjiy C»rna,
•al lundllead, har.jle^ by ine arrti, u ur cl lie

r. ..-ji:o: hij houfe. 'l^e ju^y lI u^iaell » v-ruac"* *-*,

ft./m*rj,r, H« had a cjt.uu iiauly cf ta.;a.-m.

ji.dua* cry poof; b-ar *»« u.da.ed k:m ta ictrm-t
La*.l..^\k"iu^ and unilateral a^t. :a itt a >^»z.

b^t^tday .-it a n^n's i.-.-atcta: »* ;*fcfx n^t of tbe

rnnriifilii wTiii tiiiii. hutiftw
i

.: -VT""
h I,ome papri »axh »c« tVfcirj .« tbr pock "_ i im K
l«rlor.;ed to o.ie John on. th, '.: Ne« pert. icacct-liau»l,

w'uo, tia app.-eeeaeeck xz. dtaamul

Boitos-C»-.o , Aj^oday, 1 ;'h ivirxk. .'r70.

M.ji.m £0.1 i- C:ii,

P zsur >« 1.r*,~ iHAa—riifjmr fiff. «ar

itlK'B mj .--«*.. ;a ,c* a.-,.^.' ««j«»^r r; .'r*

i.ie..'oa»»i»; % -.-/ (/.-;.-. rr-^»—«»is .-.S<-u/a^ «-

/..t- a

W/r«^-a»
y
trr/r /jr a- ae-sMfantnryvjr rr*;o, 1. ..-/—.-' '.'

m, .«, ».-..' ,^^ mot, . , M< Caw n.1 .
1;; .^ra" -ar *!(•

^...-- n MnuCif-a^ < .o..'.- c'-.
J

rs ..:'.<-/ ;rr». .•»• /
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Hall's file of the Mercury, now at the Library of Congress,

ends with No. 498. The file at the Rhode Island Historical

Society begins with No. 502, for April 18, 1768. This file is

nearly complete to April, 1770, and from April, 1772, to the end

of 1773. If it was Southwick's own file, as seems probable, the

vicissitudes to which his establishment was subjected immediately

before and during the Revolutionary war would account for the

fact that it is much less complete than that of his predecessor.

The volume which is missing from this file for the years 1768

to 1773, contained the numbers from 604 to 710. Of these 107

issues, only 41 have been found, divided about equally between

the Redwood Library and the Newport Historical Society. Three

are at the Massachusetts Historical Society and four in the British

Museum.
The Redwood Library has nearly all of the issues for 1773

and 1774. Most of those for 1775 are in the Newport Historical

Society, but many of these, as well as the copies for this year at

the Redwood Library, have suffered serious damage from damp-

ness and ill usage. The paper appeared with its usual regularity

until the end of October, 1775. The next issue is a single sheet

printed on only one side, headed "An Occasional Paper, Con-

taining the most important and authentic Advices. Newport,

Monday, Nov. 6, 1775." The explanation appears under

the local Newport news: uThe Printer of the NEWPORT MER-
CURY returns his most hearty thanks to all his good friends for

the encouragement and support they have given and informs them

that, having moved the principal of his printing materials from

his office, on account of the tyrannic proceedings of the enemies

of this country, it is out of his power to continue that paper at

present. But hopes in a short time to be able to serve his coun-

try in general, and his customers in particular, with as much
satisfaction and advantage to them and himself as heretofore: In

the meantime he is determined to exert himself to the utmost of

his power in the present most important and glorious cause, the

cause of God, liberty and mankind, by publishing small occasional

papers, or otherwise as opportunity may offer." A week later

appeared "FRESHEST ADVICES, Foreign and Domestic/' and

to this Southwick was emboldened to add his name as printer.

This heading was used for the two following weeks, each of these
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numbers being a single leaf printed on both sides. The first issu'

for December resumed the Newport Mercury heading, and th<

number, 900, which counts the four November issues.

Southwick continued to issue a single two page sheet eac;.

week for the next six months. The supply of paper was always

a cause of anxiety to the colonial printers, and as war became

imminent it became much more difficult to secure the regular size

in sufficient quantities. In June, Southwick changed the Mer-

cury from a folio sheet to a square small quarto, with four pages

which contained rather less type than the two pages previously

issued. "Extraordinary" issues were printed more frequently, also,

as the news of the approaching conflict became more and more

serious. These extras were not numbered, but as they were

counted consecutively with the regular issues, in most and per-

haps all cases,, the irregularity is not as confusing as it would

otherwise have been. The first issue for 1776 was No. 904 and

the last that has been found, for November 25, was No. 954. Of

these 51 issues, 37 are known to be in libraries in Newport, Provi-

dence and Warren, Boston and London.

Eleven of these issues for 1776, including five that have not

been found elsewhere, were preserved by a New Bedford merchant,

William Russell, whose present representative has recently de-

posited them in the John Carter Brown Library. There must be

others of the missing numbers which were preserved in similar

collections or singly, hidden away on library shelves where their

special value is not recognized and where they are treasured merely

as curiosities. In due time these will come to the notice of those

who can use the historical material which they contain, and be

deposited in libraries where they can be preserved for the future.

Before the end of the year 1 776, there were in all 954 numbered

issues and at least 44 supplements or extras. Of these, 701 are

now known to be extant : 287 in the Library of Congress; 227 in

the Redwood Library and 157 in the Newport Historical Society,

or 384 in Newport; 215 in the Rhode Island Historical Society

and 14 elsewhere in Providence. The others are scattered in

various libraries between Madison, Wisconsin, and London,

England.

After the British forces took possession of Newport, they are

said to have dug up Southwick's press and used it, as well as the
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type they brought with them, for printing proclamations,

notices, and a newspaper. The printer, John Howe, was proba-

bly a soldier who was experienced in this trade, for his work is

rather better than Newport had been accustomed to. The paper

was called "The Newport Gazette." There is a file of it for 1777

at the Redwood Library and a better one iu the Pennsylvania

Historical Society, extending from January 16, 1777, to October

6, 1779. The British troops left Newport on October 25, 1779,

so that it is probable that the Philadelphia set is complete.

A few months later, the French fleet anchored in Newport

Harbor. The French admiral carried its own printing plant, for

issuing fleet notices, commissary blanks and the like, and this

was set up in a house on Water, now Washington, Street. There

a considerable amount of printing was done. Of most interest to

Rhode Islanders at the time doubtless wrere the orders on the

fleet's treasurer which were used in paying for supplies. To us,

the most important thing is the first edition of Chastellux' enter-

taining and now valuable narrative of his journey from Newport

to Philadelphia.

All that we know of the French newspaper is that in Bennett

Wheeler's "American Journal," printed at Providence on Decem-

ber 23, 1780, is an advertisement, offering to take in subscriptions

for La Gazette Francaise de Newport at half a dollar a month.

As the italic type in which the title of the paper was printed is

different from any of Wheeler's type, and has a form not used in

English, it seems that this advertisement must have been printed

with the fleet type. No copy of the paper is known.

Southwick is said to have returned to Newport in January,

1780, as soon as the British were well out of the way. Another

printer, Henry Barber, started to work in Newport at the same

time, possibly a few weeks before Southwick got back. They
appear to have been more or less friendly rivals until Southwick's

retirement in 1787, sometimes issuing books separately and as

often jointly. The Mercury was revived, apparently, as soon

as Southwick was back, the two co-operating in its publication.

The earliest issue seen is that for July 15, 17S0, No. 9S3.

Most of the issues for the next three years are known. After 17S3

there are occasional breaks in all of the sets, sometimes extending

for three or four months; in 1783 from February to May ; from
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May, 1 788, toFebruary, 1789; from September, 1790, to March, 1791;

and from January to April, 1792. During these years the New
York Historical Society has many of the issues not found in

Rhode Island. From 1793 onward, the Mercury becomes one of

the common papers, and nearly all of the libraries consulted have

approximately complete files.

The year 1787 was one of violent political activities, for

which the adoption of the proposed Federal .Constitution and the

reorganization of the national finances were only two out of many
social and economic causes. The state of popular unrest demanded

means of expression, and newspapers started up all over the coun-

try as organs of one or the other side. One was started and at

least one other projected in Newport.
uThe United States Chronicle, " published by Wheeler at

Providence on January 18, 1787, contained Proposals for establish-

ing "The Rhode Island Gazette'' in Newport by Nathaniel

Phillips and Company. Phillips became the first printer in War-

ren, five years later, and while there he secured rather more than

his share of the work which had previously been done by the

Newport and Providence printers. He printed the " Herald of

the United States" in Warren, beginning in January, 1792. So

far as known there is no copy of his "Newport Gazette" in ex-

istence, and the proposed paper may not have received encourage-

ment enough to justify the undertaking.

Peter Kdes had been in business with his father as a printer

at Boston, before he opened an establishment in Newport in the

winter of 1786-87. On February 17, the "Providence Gazette"

contained his proposals for issuing "The Newport Herald." No.

1 of this paper appeared on March 1, 1787, and it continued to be

issued until September 3, 1791, the last date found on a copy

which is in the New York Historical Society. Edes' paper was

the organ of the hard money party, the mercantile class, who
were endeavoring to combat the over-issuance of paper money
which threatened to destroy the state, and who also favored the

adoption of the Federal Constitution.

The adoption of the National Constitution was not the under-

lying cause of the prosperity which came to the United States as
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soon as its government was placed on a permanent basis, but it is

the cause most easily explained and so oftenest given the credit.

One sign of this prosperity was an extension of popular interest in

literature, the arts, and everything that passes as culture among
the generality of well-to-do persons. This led to the starting of

magazines and literary organs, one of which, "The Rhode Island

Museum," had a brief career in Newport from July 7, 1794, to

the following December 29. [A nearly-complete set of this paper

is in the possession of the Newport Historical Society.]

During the last years of the eighteenth century there was

another boom in newspaper efforts, the exact relationship of which

is not clear. "The Weekly Companion and Commercial Centinel"

first appeared on May 2, 1798 (not April 15, as Hammett states,

probably from a prospectus,) as is known from a copy belonging

to the American Antiquarian Society at Worcester. The Rhode
Island Historical Society has a copy of the issue for June 15, 1799.

This paper was suspended, and the publisher, Oliver Farns-

worth, turned his attention to "The Guardian of Liberty," of

which the first number, for October 3, 1800, is in the New York
Public Library. The Rhode Island Historical Society has a num-
ber of the later issues, but there is nothing in these, so far as read,

to explain Hammett's statement that the same publisher at the

same time was issuing another paper, "The Rhode Island Repub-

lican.' ' No copies of the Republican of this period are known,

although it undoubtedly did exist some years later and was pub-

lished by Farnsworth's successors, so that it may really have been

the same paper under another name, which was adopted when
"The Guardian" showed signs of failing.

EXTANT ISSUES OF THE NEWPORT MERCURY, 1758-1S00

The following list gives the number of each regular issue of

the Newport Mercury printed in the eighteenth century which is

known to be in existence. Supplements, postscripts and ex-

traordinary issues are noted where they have been found. During

1775 and 1776 these extra issues were counted in the serial

numbering, at least part of the time, so that it is possible to tell

how many are missing. At other times they appeared as occasion
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called for, and there is no means of learning how many may have

been issued which have since entirely disappeared.

The date of the first issue of each year is given. By counting

the necessary number of weeks to the corresponding day, on any

calendar, the date of the other issues of that year can be found.

Care should be taken to allow for the leap year dates.

When all, or nearly all, the numbers of a year are found in

one collection, the name of the library is given in parentheses. If

the numbers are scattered in several libraries, and files are broken,

no attempt is made in this list to show where they are. Each

copy is located in the census of Rhode Island newspapers at the

Rhode Island Historical Society, and this information is at the

service of any one who desires to use it.

The John Carter Brown Library has arranged to secure

photostat prints of every issue prior to the end of 1776. Especial

care has been taken, in this connection, with the papers of that

period. It has not been possible to give as much attention to the

later period, after the revival of the Mercury in 1780. There are

doubtless mistakes in the list due to irregularity in the numbering

or in the date of publication, and to the fact that the data has

been supplied largely by correspondence and not by personal

examination.

Any one who possesses, or who knows of the existence of any

numbers of the Mercury not found in this list, will do a service to

Rhode Island History by notifying the librarian of the Newport

Historical Society or of the Rhode Island Historical Society at

Providence.

Copies marked * are imperfect.

1758. No. 1, June 19 ; 25, Dec. 5*; 27 (facsimile); 2S.

1759- 29, January 2; 31*; 32; 40*; 43; 44; 47; 49; 51;

54; 55 5 61 ; 69; 71*; 75; 77 .

1760. 81, January 1 ; 89 ; 91 (facsimile); 104*.

1761. 144, May 19 ; 149; 168.

1762. 186, March 16; 187; 193; 195; 206, August 10—226

(Congress).

1763. 227, January 3—277 (Congress). Supplement, Novem-
ber 7.

1764. 281, January 23—286; 2S8—330 (Congress).
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1765- 33*> January 7—353; 355—382 (Congress, 338*, 352*,

367*.) Supplement, October 28.

1766. 383, January 6—434 (Congress and Yale)

1767. 436, January 12—486 (Congress, 453*)

1768. 487, January 4—498 (Congress); 502*; 503 ; 505—522
;

524-537 (R.I. H. S.; 512*; 5H*).
1769. 539, January 2—545 ; 547—549*; 554; 556—588; 590

(R. I. H. S.) Supplement, May 1.

1 77°- 59 x
>
January 1—603* (R. I. H. S.); 604; 607; 608;

610*; 612; 613; Postscript, June 7; 614*; 615*;

618; 620; 623; 624; 628; 630*: 631*; 634. Sup-

plement, January 15 ; February 5.

1 77 1. No. 651, February 25 ; March 4 ; 652, March 6 ; 663*;

664*; 667*; 668*; 674; 675*; 676—680; 681*;

682*; 683*; 684*; 685; 686; 688; 689; 691*; 692.

1772. No. 696, January 6; 711*—747 (R. I. H. S., 718*,

741*, 744*.) Supplements, April 27; May 11; June

1 ;
June 8

;
June 15 ; November 9.

1773. No. 748, January 4—799 (R. I. H. S. and Redwood,

768*, 797*, 798*.) Supplements, February 15; Feb-

ruary 22 ; March 22 ; May 10 ; May 24 ; May 31 ;
June

7; June 14; July 26; August 8; October 11. Ex-

traordinary, December 7.

1774. No. 8ou, January 3—851 (Redwood and N. H. S.) Act

Blocking Harbour of Boston (March 14?); Postscript,

April 18; Supplement, April 18; Postscript, May 2
;

Supplements, May 2 ; May 9 ; May 30 ;
June 6

;
June

13 ;
July 18

; July 25 ; August 22 ; September 5 ;

October 3.

1775. No. 852, January 2—893*; 895*—903*. (Nearly every

copy of the issues of this year is in bad condition.)

Extraordinary, March 15 ; North Carolina Acts, (April

24?).

1776. No. 904, January 1
; 906; 907; 909; 911; 915; 916;

917; 918; 920; 921; 922; 923; 924; 926; Extra,

June 3; 927; 928; 930; 931; 933; July 11; July

18
; 936 ; 937 ; 938 ; 939 ; 940 ; 945 ; 946 ; 947 ;

Extra, October 11; 949; 951; 952; Extra, Novem-

ber 22
; 954, November 25.
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1780. No. 983, July 15; July 20; August 12; August 19;

September 9 ;
September 25 ; December 14.

1781. No. 1007, January 15 ; 1008, January 20 ; 1009; 1012*;

• 1014; 1020; 1021*—1024*—10^3*—1045*—1053; I055;

1056; 1057. (Redwood) Extra,November 6. Facsimile

of October 27.

1782. No. 1058, January 5—1062*; 1063 ; 1065*—1089*

—

1102; 1105—1108. (Redwood) Extra, May 15.

1783. No. 1110, January 4*; mi ; 1113 ; 1121 ; 1130; 1133 ;

1134; June 23; 1135—1139; 1141; 1142; 1143*

—1148; 1150; 1153; 1156; 1157; 1159.

1784. No. 1 162, January 3 ; 1166; 1167; 1169 ; 1172—1175 i

1177; 1178*; 1180; 1181*; 1182; 1183*; Supple-

ment, May 29; 1185; 1187; 1188*; 1189*; 1191*—
1196*—1199; 1202; 1203; 1205; 1206; 1208;

1209*; 1210*; 1212*; 1213*. (Redwood).

1785. No. 1214, January 1*; 1221 ; 1223 ; 1226—1258*

—

1259, November 12 ; 1260, November 21 ;— 1265

(N. Y. H. S. and Redwood).

1786. No. 1266, January 2 ; 1267*, January 9*
; 1267, January

19; 1268, January 24; 1269, January 30—1287, June

5 ; 1288, June n ; 1289, June 19— 1313, December 4 ;

1314, December 14 ; 1315, December 21 ; 1316*.
x 787. No. 1317, January 2,

i% 1786;" 1318, January 8*; 1320
;

1321*—1336; 1339—1349; J 35i; 1352; 1354;
x355 5 1357; x 358 ; 1359, October 22; 1360, Novem-
ber 8 ; 1360, (repeated) December 22.

1788. No. 1364, January 28; 1365; 1367*; 1368*; 1369;

1371; 1372*; 1373; 1375; 1377; I383; I 399;

1 401, October 13.

Note—During the intervening 15 weeks there were only 11 numbers.

1789. No. 1412, February 2; 1413 ; 1414 ; 1415, February

27; 1417, March 9*— 1427; 1429—1432, June 22;

H33» July 1—H5* ;
1454—1459*-

1790. 1460, January 6; 1462; 1463; 1465, February 15;

1468 ; 1469 ; 1470 ; 1475, May 1 ; 1476 ; 14S2—
i486 ; 1493, September 6.

Note—During the intervening 25 weeks there were only 14 numbers.
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1791. No. 1508, March 5 ; 1517, May 5—1522, June 2 ; 1523,

June 11—1535; 1537— 1547; x 549 5
1 55 1 - (Brown.)

1792. No. 1553, January 14—1561, March 10; 1562, March 19

—1592; 1594—1603. (Brown.)

1793. No. 1604, January 7—1617, April 8; 1618, April 16,

—

1630, July 9 ; 1631, July 23,-1654. (Brown.

)

1794. No. 1655, January 7—1675 ; 1677—1686 ;
1688— 1692

;

1694; 1696—1701, November 27 ; 1702, December 2

—

1706.

J 795- No. 1707, January 6— 1758,

1796. No. 1759, January 5— 1810.

1797. No. 1811, January 3— 1863,

1798. No. 1864, January 2—1915

1799. No. 1916, January 1—1969.

1800. No. 1970, January 7—2020. Supplement, November 15;

Extra, December 24.
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SOCIETY NOTES

EDITORIAL

The editorial committee being re-

duced to one person, by the resigna-

tions of the others elected, he begs

to apologize for so little editorial

matter, but prides himself upon the

paper presented in this issue. Like

everything which is the result of

the researches of Mr. Winship it is

most satisfactory and conclusive

;

invaluable in its information regard-

ing early Newport printing.

MEETINGS, ETC.

The regular quarterly meeting of

the society was held August 17th,

Vice President Sturgis in the chair.

50 new members were elected. A
paper on "Newport Early News-

papers" was read by Mr. George

Parker Winship of the John Carter

Library in Providence, and some

remarks were made by the Hon.

John P. Sanborn, editor of the Mer-

cury.

A Lawn Fete held upon the

grounds of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence

L. Gillespie, July 18th, was largely

attended, and was the cause of a

large gathering, resulting in an in-

crease of interest and membership

in the Society, and in the addition

of $500 to the Building Fund. The
Society is much indebted to those

who labored faithfully to make it a

success—especially to Mr. and Mrs.

Gillespie, and to our Librarian.

MEMBERSHIP

Since our last publication the fol-

lowing new members have been ad-

mitted to the Society :

LIFE MEMBERS

Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. McLean
Mrs. Nathaniel Thayer

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Mrs Livingston Hunt
Mrs. James P. Kernochan

ANNUAL MEMBERS

Mrs. J. B. Haggin

Mrs. Abbott E. Slade

Mr. Wm. H. Low
Mr. Amory Austin

Mr. Fred N. Easton

Mr. D. F. Sherman

Mr. Arthur S. Phillips

Prof. Joannes de Tahy
Wm. R. Hunter

Mrs. A. K. Sherman

Mrs. John J. Mason

Mrs. M. Van Beuren

Mr. George Henry Warren, Jr.

Mrs. John P. Sanborn

Mr. L. II. Hosmer
Mrs. Henry P. Perry

Mrs. Frederick Pearson
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Miss Lydia Redmond
Mr. M. Stoneman

Mrs. B. B. H. Sherman

Countess de San Esteban di Canongo

Mr. Stuart Duncan

Mr. John S. Kimber

Madame BakhmetefF

Mr. and Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish

Mrs. Dudley Davis

Mrs. Stephen Elliott Balch

Mrs. George S. Scott

Mr. Victor Baxter

Mr. Phoenix Ingraham

Mr. Dulaney Howland
District Attorney Charles S. Whit-

man
Mrs. Henry Barton Jacobs

Mr. Anthony Stewart

Mrs. Pembroke Jones

Mrs. E. S. Reynal

Mrs. J. B. Forsyth

Mrs. George Peabody Eustis

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Miss Lizzie Ellis

Miss Ptebecca T. Bosworth

Miss Annie Cottrell

Mr. George P. Lawton

Mr. Eugene C. O'Neill

Mrs. George Whitefield Mead

OUR PRESENT MEMBERSHIP IS '.

Life members 59

Sustaining members 42

Annual members 215

Associate members 71

387
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RECENT ACCESSIONS OF SPECIAL INTEREST

LIBRARY

Biographical notices of graduates of Yale College, including those

graduated in classes later than 1815, who are not commemorated in the

annual obituary records. By Franklin Bowditch Dexter, Litt. D.

Donor, Hon. George Peabody Wetmore.

Some Records of the Northup & Tucker families of Rhode Island

with Notes on Intermarrying Families. 1914.

Donor, Mr. Wra. G. Northup.

The Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Rhode Island and

Providence Plantations. • The second record book of the Society. 1902-

1914. Together with the accounts of Daniel Jenckes, one of the Com-
mittee of War of the Colony of Rhode Island, during 3 years, 1758, 1759,

1760, of the French & Indian War.
Donor, Society of Colonial Wars.

The Diary of Thomas Minor, Stonington, Conn. 1653 to 1684,

prepared for publication by Sidney H. Minor and George D. Stanton,

Jr., 1899. Donor, Mr. R. M. Barrett.

The Davis Family Record, edited by Charles H. S. Davis, M. D.

A. M. Monthly journal devoted to the History and Genealogy of the

Davis family. Nov. 1867-1868. Donor, Mr. R. M. Barrett.

MUSEUM
Japanese Table (Gold Lacquer).

Japanese Rest for Arms when Reading (Gold Lacquer).

Japanese Dressing Stand (Gold Lacquer).

Japanese Mirrors (Steel) to go with Dressing Stand (Gold Lacquer).

Japanese Shoes.

1 Pair Small Embroidered.

1 Pair Normal Embroidered.

1 Pair Men's Straw.

Japanese Figures Wrestling.

Leaf Fan, Jamaica. •

Tall, Narrow Basket, Jamaica.

Given by the President.

MANUSCRIPTS
Two Order Books of Col. Sherburne,

Gift of Gen. William Ennis.
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The Story of Election Day

Being the Remaining Portion of the Paper Read before the Society on

May 27th, 1913

By

Miss M. E. POWEL

(The other part of the paper having been published in

Bulletin No. 8, July, 1913).

The presumption of my being here will, I trust, be pardoned by

yourself, the members of this Society and their guests, because, more

than sixty years ago, I was living on the Parade and as a child was

familiar with its historic sights and scenes.

This is no formal address, only a humble suggestion that the local-

ities of many important events are in danger of being forgotten.

" Are we not doing injustice to ourselves in the obliteration of what

Time still gives us !—Videlicet, running a wire through the Liberty

tree—planted always with such solemnity ; barring out all access to

this end of the Town Beach save for foot passengers ; closing other

beaches and much shore ; letting that noble erection of Peter Harrison,

the Brick Market, rot on its foundation, and leaving the walls of Settler

BulPs house, perhaps older than the Stone Mill and probably as strong

to chance of final destruction unless purchased by private subscription

or public money. Europe cherishes, we pull down our ruins.

But these are all of the tangible past. There is something intangi.





ble to consider today. The scenes of Election Day and the Parade

—
the

scene of Election Day. The heart of Newport, south of " the River "

and west of "the Running Spring " that is housed now under a stone

and iron cap between the stables of Mr. George P. Lawton. Let us

who live in the Present, also walk in the Past.

The story of the Parade is the story of the town. It is the scene,

from the town's inception, of its strongest vitality, and the greatest of

the days of all its years is—Election Day.

A salient point in the history of thi3 State is the ability of the first

comers, neither peasants nor criminals but persons of intelligence,

education, and frequently of good birth and substance in the old coun-

try, to cast off all habits of comfort and ease, to know how to assume

the laborious life of a wilderness, to endure its toil. Their few servants

could have availed but little. It mu3t have been easier far for their

children, born to it, with no haunting memories of old England, know-

ing nothing else, and forced from their infancy to work for their daily

subsistence, to invent their tools and implements requisite for daily life

and use them, than it ever could have been for those brave hearts who
first endured all for freedom with the hopeful courage that inspired

constant emigration from the land of their birth.

Now we all know that in 1636 Mr. Roger Williams and a handful

of his friends, exiled and outlawed by the intolerant pietists of the Bay
Colony, planted Providence about a great spring, not far from a slate

rock where some surprised and kindly Indians, startled from customary

silence, had greeted them with " What Cheere, Netop?'' (or Friend).

That two years later, in 1638, Mr. William Coddington and his

scanty following, under precisely the same circumstances but bent on

putting great distance between themselves and their enemies, acting by

advice of Mr. Williams, given while they tarried at Providence, diverged

from their intended journey, to the northwest end of the Island of

Aquidney, and that thus the town of Portsmouth came into being in

two tiny hamlets, Pocasset, before long abandoned, and a " New Town "

that exists to this day.

That on the last day of April next following. Nicholas Easton and

two others took boat at Pocasset and coasted southward many miles

until they landed for the night on the shore of a sheltered cove, where

they slept, and the next day, May the first, 1639, joined by Mr. Cod-

dington, Mr. John Clark, and some other restless families from Ports-

month, their journey ended, and they founded Newport.

A fourth town sprang into being on the mainland three years later

—in 1642—Warwick—not named, like that of Mr. Williams in devout

gratitude, nor like the matter-of-fact geographical localities of Mr. Cod-





dington, for Pocasset was the Indians' name for both shores of the land

in that vicinity and the English settlers probably employed it as it was
;

but this fourth town was named Warwick after that Earl Robert—in

England—who was then the Lord High Admiral of New England, and

whose patronage might thus properly be complimented.

Now the present State of Rhode Island (omitting question of certain

elastic boundaries long undecided) originally consisted of these four

towns that were six years in making. Providence and Warwick had

no executive head until 1647—but Mr. Coddington had at once, and

properly, become the executive head of Portsmouth and entitled Judge,

and on his leaving for Newport in the spring, Mr. Wm. Hutchinson

became Judge of the north end of this Island for almost a year.

Four days after landing in Newport in May, the other leading

settlers ratified Mr., Coddington 's continuing their chief executive or

Judge; and on the 12th of March, 1640, Mr. Coddington acquired

the Governorship of the whole Island of Aquidney, comprising both

towns, and continued in that office until 1647.

It is difficult to find details of exact location for the earliest—or

even for many later elections. We know that the pioneers found heavy

forest, and flowing brooks—rivers to English eyes—swamp, rock and

natural meadow. What is now the Parade ma}7 have been reached by

the sizeable river then curving just north of it and joined near the cove

by the trickling rivulet overflowing from the " running spring." The

newcomers must have seen here a practical place easy to clear of small

bushes, and let us hope that it was on this little sunny meadow, now
the Parade, that Mr. Coddington bared his head and took his solemn

oath of office.

The Parade has varied its boundaries and worn many titles. In

the earliest deeds few roads or ways are given any specific names, they

are more described as extending through, or between, owned lands

defined as bounded by a rock and a tree, or the like. Long after, one

side of the Parade was called Ann Street, the other Queen Street. The
14 Grand Parade" of the British officers was speedily changed to Con-

gress Street by our French Allies. It remained unpaved for one hun-

dred and twelve years—until cobbled in 1751, the cost being raised by

a lottery. The Mall, too, has known changes. It is comparatively

recent, the result of fire and war, that destroyed the ancient houses

formerly there, leaving only the two old guns of the Colony's ship Tartar

of 1740—until the dreary waste was transformed into a leafy park about

1800. The fountain, three times renewed, is even more recent, and the

west end of the Mall was cut off and cobbled about 1S70, Gossip whis-

pered, to throw the new Perry Hotel into full view,—and now adds that
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some crazy automobile will surely destroy the Tartar's guns—such

important relics of public service !

In 1643 the Long Parliament of England granted a Charter or

Patent, which in 1647 came into effect, and the four towns, Providence

and Warwick on the mainland, Portsmouth and Newport on this Island,

were united under it. The Presidents or chief executives for the next

four years, each receiving office in May—were consecutively John

Coggeshall and Jeremy Clarke, both of Newport, John Smith of War-

wick and Nicholas Easton of Newport, from May 1650 to August, 1651.

Jeremy Clarke—(whose son, Governor Walter Clarke, opened

Clarke Street)—took the place of Mr. Coddington, who had been elected,

but the General Court would not engage him, for there had been serious

political accusations, and it was owing greatly to these that in 1651 a

separation took place between Portsmouth and Newport, Governor

Coddington objecting violently to the union of the whole province and,

as he considered for good and sufficient reasons, had gone to England

previous to 1649-50 to establish permanently his own supreme author-

ity for life over the Island towns, and did return in 1651 with

such a commission signed by Bradshaw. But the inhabitants would

have none of it ! Now Mr. Coddington was a wise man and fought no

further, this Commission remained unenforced. It has since been a

question in many minds ; the majority long urging that Mr. Codding-

ton hoped to become something like a Dutch patroon or landed propri-

etor—an English dukedom if no English title in his grasp. Others,

numbering one of the most sage and profound of Rhode Island's histo-

rians, claim that he was purely patriotic in his course, desiring to save

the Colony, if united, from future absorption by those on its borders.

Be it as it may, Mr. Coddington was much respected in the community

he had founded, was elected Governor of the Colony some twenty-three

years after these troubles, re-elected for several years and died in office,

having long outlived all dissensions and accepted and remembered as a

sagacious and revered leader.

Knowing this, it will not detract from his reputation to submit

this extract from a letter of that warm abettor and fiery opponent, Mr.

Roger Williams, written at the time of the re-union of the towns, to his

friend,
<wthe truly honourable Sir Henry Vane (the younger) at his house

in Belleau in Lincolnshire " wrhere, when seeking the Parliament char-

ter, Mr. Williams had sojourned, an honored guest, for some six weeks.

•' 17th of 6th month (1654). Sir: We were in complete order

until Mr. Coddington, wanting that public self-denying spirit which you

commend to us in your letter, procured by most untrue information a

monopoly of part of the Colony, viz.: Rhode Island, to himself and so





occasioned our general disturbance.'' And then that wild goose quill

flew on, describing with acidity one Mr. Dyre, whose farm was where

Cloyne School now stands, and whose wife forced her way, poor soul,

to a violent death on Boston Common.
From 1654 to 1663, the last of the Presidents held office over the

entire Colony. They were Nicholas Easton, Roger Williams, Benedict

Arnold, William Brenton, and again Benedict Arnold. All, excepting

of course Mr. Williams, from Newport and all annually elected in May;

each serving from a few months to several years and the two last very

prominent and prosperous men.

The form of election in this State is said to have been always " to

serve as Governor for one year and until another be elected." Those

serving for less than a year have either died, or in later years, once or

twice, resigned, in order to enter Congress, like Governor Sprague, to

join the Army, etc., and in one case only, in 1775, the Governor for

political reasons was deposed.

Now during the years in which these few men were occupied by,

to them important, but to the world at large trivial daily incidents,

events of vast moment were occurring in old England. From time to

time letters had gone thence, humblest of humble petitions to the Long

Parliament, to Oliver the Lord Protector, to his weak son Richard, who
was never useful to anybody, and now the dawn of another day was

gleaming through the mists of the Atlantic. Charles II had returned

to his patrimony, the Regicides were executed or fled, and the local

authorities found it wise and prudent not to depend upon so shaky a

testimonial as the Charter of the Parliament but to petition again, and

this time, to King Charles, for a new one.

Here a little digression into private life seems in order, from before

the period of the Royal Charter and tor some time after.

What a long-enduring " good old charter "it was, lasting until

1842, when it gave place to the Constitution of Rhode Island. Its

burial was of the military order—the Dorr War. That shrewd lawyer,

Benjamin Hazard of Newport, is avered to have been this Charter's

strongest upholder, and so long as he lived his terse phrases gave his

opponents much to consider, little to deny.

Before a great day, there must be great preparation. In the baby-

hood of the Colony the little Island towns and the sparse plantations

on the mainland saw gatherings of the landed heads of families—they

and their eldest sons alone had right to vote. Grave discussions arose,

frequently vigorous ones sometimes tempered by religious interpola-

tions—very apt too. Even after King Phillip's War in 1675, there

being no very sizeable room in Providence, such meetings were held





under the buttonwood tree opposite what became Crawford Street and

also, before public meeting places were provided, Smith's mill and his

grain bags afforded shelter and seats for the politicians. Very much
later than this, in Newport, places of public entertainment were em-

ployed, and a kitchen on Broad Street in Newport is recorded and voted

as a place of meeting for the General Assembly. Some of us now living

have not forgotten how without lawful right " Congress sat '' in the shoe

shops on the Main Street and in the dear old boatbuilders' shops on

Long Wharf where a gentle sizzle of steam mingled with hot party ex-

pressions and calm retrospection—preparatory to more ratified meetings.

However, over two centuries and a half ago it required more than

caucus, primary and tickets for boat or car, to bring the voter to

Newport. The goodman had to leave his field to multitudinous crows,

provide food and fuel,, perhaps trap a wolf or, in the Narragansett, shoot

a wildcat. Then, in the first years, he must see to his matchlock and

bandolier, or if the niggardly policy of neighboring colonies prevailed,

depend on sword, pike or bow and arrow, for by law he had to go armed

to vote, even to the day of longbarreled gun, flint, steel and greased

patches. Then goodbye to wife and child, praying in his heart that

no firewater was working mischief in the neighborhood; and, dressed in

rough homespun, turn from his little habitation—one or two rooms at

most clinging to a big stone chimney—follow the narrow Indian trail

—

not yet roughened into a bridle-path—(It took sixty years to do that)

—

or putting out in pinace, dugout or canoe—much the best route—head

for Newport. His wife doubtless watched him to the horizon, then

with a sigh turned frugally to the remnants of johnnycake left from his

wallet, to drying herbs, carding wool, and the other manifold labors of

the day until at last, the cow penned, the sheep folded, with bended

head she devoutly prayed that tomorrow in Newport would bring the

desired result.

The bright sparks of the hickory and walnut logs covered with ashes,

in the kitchen, her weary bones lying on a bed of feathers beneath

a coarse blanket—resting there—half asleep—she would not have been

woman had she not seen visions of far distant days when in this grow-

ing land her future grandson might be governor, her granddaughter

mistress of a big town house, and though now to live in a lonely coun-

try plantation on the shore edging the wilderness was her husband's

lot, if not themselves, surely their posterity might aspire to take part in

what the fine growing town of Newport had already acquired and was
at present so sedulously keeping to herself.

Not until later when the more distant towns came into being, was
there much travelling by land. By water was far easier than forcing a
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way through briars, around great rocks, fording brook3, and penetrating

primeval forest filled with dangers and occasionally uncanny by super-

stition. Still the Settlers were stout hearted and from all the planta-

tions on the continent and islands struggled into Newport.

The early ferries, in themselves, are an interesting item of Colonial

history. Four are very ancient. The first was across from a place on

Warwick Neck to the north end of Prudence, thence by foot down that

island to its south end, and from there over to Rhode Island where

vestiges of a little ferry house or travellers' shelter were still extant

seventy years ago, at the north end of Portsmouth—and were supposed

by Historian Henry Bull to be of the earliest erection.

After a time the sensible General Assembly in quaintly worded

fashion set forth that so serious was the inconvenience to the farmer, to

leave his occupation in the midst of his busy planting season, &c, &c,

that ratified meetings were to be held in his local town and those free-

men of the Colony, so entitled, were to deposit their votes, signed with

their name—or mark—and a properly accredited town officer was to

bring these "prox " or proxy votes to be counted at Newport on the day

of Election. It was a wise law and well executed, and the votes with

all decency and some pomp were carried in parcels in the procession by

the proper officers and were opened and counted in due form within

the appointed places of meeting or the Colony house. Since discovered

by the old Dutch seafarer, Admiral Blok, his elusive Island, that rises

and falls if she does not drag and swing on her cable, has always given

trouble. The elements make it a hard fight for New Shoreham, and

the Colonial spring was not a whit more sultry or settled weather than

our own, and the Election Day as appointed by the Royal Charter was

the first Wednesday in May, not the last Tuesday as set forth by an

amendment in 1854 to the Constitution of 1842. However, to her last-

ing credit, the Block Island boat has always come over just as soon as

she could and done her very best both for eager passengers huddled to-

gether and for the votes tucked into the cuddy out of the way of cattle

and codfish—" Block Island turkeys "
! But Block Island of a certain

was not concerned in the earliest elections, for she comes into the later

period of voting and is only mentioned here as one of the difficult

routes for travel.

It was in the year 1663 that a new Charter came from the King's

gracious majesty, and was brought into Newport on the greatest day that

the town had seen in her twenty-four years of existence.

Not on the annual May Election Day, but on an especial one. the

24th of November, 1663, there sat at Newport a Court of Commission-

ers, the most solemn event that this town had known. All six of the





Commissioners for each of the four towns were present. Those for

Newport were the President of the Colony, Benedict Arnold, whose term

of office, of course, was then to expire—William Brenton, William Cod-

dington, James Barker, John Coggeshall and John Cranston. All had

been presidents or were to become governors of the Colony in future

years, except Mr. Barker of Portsmouth, who shortly became a Deputy

or Lieutenant-Governor.

The Charter of the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Planta-

tions granted by King Charles II in England on the 8th day of July,

1663, was to be received by a full Court of Commissioners in the

presence of a large assemblage of the freemen from all parts of the

Colony.

Think of the little town nestling along the waterfront and here and

there reaching up into the encircling hillside woods and fields—brown

and bare, or possibly, white with snow. The short afternoon, to end in

a glowing sunset, forerunner of a peaceful morrow. The chimneys

sending up thin trails of smoke, beacons to the travellers still afar off.

The happy faces at the landings and watching out the main road, eager

for sight of long separated kin or friend, and the crisp snow crunching

down under hurrying feet all turned to a single destination !

There is no mention of the route he followed. The Charter was

brought into Court by Captain George Baxter, who had received it in

charge from Mr. John Clark, the Agent of the Colony in London. None
could have been more wisely selected.

Now, verbatim from the Records as transcribed by Henry Bull (but

in parts somewhat condensed) :

Voted : That Captain George Baxter be desired to bring forth and

present the Charter to this Court.

Voted : That this Court be adjourned until tomorrow morning,

eight of the clock, to give way (time) for the Charter to be read.

November 24, 1663. At a very great Meeting and Assembly of the

freemen of the Colony of Providence Plantations at Newport on Rhode
Island in New England, the above Assembly being legally called and
orderly met for the solemn reception of His Majesty's gracious Letters

Patent, unto them sent, and having in order thereto chosen the Presi-

dent, Benedict Arnold, Moderator of the Assembly. It is ordered and

voted ne7nene contradecente :

Voted 1st:—That Mr. John Clark, the Colony's Agent's letters to

the President, Assistants and Freemen of the Colony be opened and read.

Which was accordingly done with good delivery and attention. (These

letters are said to be lost.)

Voted 2nd :—That the Box in which the King's Gracious Letters
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(the Charter) were enclosed be opened, and the Letters with the Broad

Seale thereto affixed be taken forth and read by Captain George Baxter

in the audience and view of all the people.

Which was accordingly done, and the said Letters, with His Ma-

jesty's Royal Stampe and the Broad Seale with much beseeming gravity

held on high and presented to the perfect view of the people : and so

returned into the Box and locked up by the Governor in order to the

Safe Keeping of it.

Voted 3 :—That the most humble thanks of the Colony to our most

Gracious Sovereign Lord King Charles of England, &c, for the high

and inestimable—yea—the incomparable grace and favor unto the

Colony in giving those His Gracious Letters Patent to us, that thanks

may be presented and restored (returned) by the Governor, and Deputy

Governor in behalf of the whole Colony.

-Then thanks were voted to the Lord High Chancellor Clarendon,

for his exceeding great care and love for this Colony. Mr. Clark was

voted a sum of money and all his expenses as Agent—but it was many
years a paying—and a gift of £25 sterling in currency was ordered for

Captayne Baxter, who had hastened over from Boston with the precious

Charter, on his landing from England.

The next day, November "125th, the Assembly again sat at Newport

# * # The Governor, Benedict Arnold, in presence of the

Deputy Governor, William Brenton, was engaged (sworn in) and in

turn all the others. The following day the Governor, &c, having in-

formed the Indian Kings " Quissuckquansh '' and u Nineganitt " that

His Gracious Majesty having taken notice of the Narragansett Sachem3

submitting themselves to His Majesty's royal father, Charles I, by a

writing under their hands about 19 years ago—

*

* * *

&c. {Long and interesting) # * concluded by informing

the Senior Sachem that His Majesty in his Patent had been graciously

pleased to take him and all the Narragansett Indians and their lands

under his gracious protection as subjects to himself, under the Gov-

ernor of this Colony. The said Sachem did voluntarily make answer,

that he most kindly thanked King Charles for his grace therein.

This was repeated with the other Indian Sachem, and shortly the

Assembly adjourned.

The following year Mr. Roger Williams was requested to transcribe

the Charter. Do not these old words put before our eyes those days in

Newport, as well as Mr. Williams with quill and inkhorn patiently

inscribing line after line in his neat handwriting until he ends with a

fine flourish, « By the King. * Howard.' ''

So early as this there is no mention of any Colony House, but so
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exalted a cause must have convened the Court in the best place accessi-

ble. It is to be hoped—on the Parade—although perhaps it sat behind

where the Union Bank building now stands, for that was the site of

Governor Benedict Arnold's house. His son, Benedict, Jr., built on

the water side west of Gidley street the fine house that is stiil there.

The original parchment, the Royal Charter itself, is preserved in

the office of the Secretary of State in Providence. It continued in force

from its reception in November, 1663, until the adoption of the Consti-

tution of the State of Rhode Island in November, 1842—a period of

one hundred and seventy-nine years.

With all allowance for the many failings of Charles II and his

Chancellor Clarendon, Rhode Island has cause for lasting gratitude for

their wise and generous conduct in the granting of this Charter, and

particularly to Clarendon who probably supervised the text thereof far

more closely than his master, the King. So we may close our eyes

with civility upon certain later occurrences in which the good faith of

the Chancellor was somewhat obscured—Acreage, boundaries and the

like.

King Charles died on the 6th of February, 1685, and was succeeded

by his brother, James the Second—proclaimed at Newport on the 1st of

May in honorable fashion. On the 6th of that month Henry Bull, he

ot the stone house on Spring street facing Bull's Gap, was elected Gov-

ernor, and the Assembly proceeded to petition the new King, begging

continuance of the royal favor bestowed by the late sovereign of blessed

memory. Public notice of new accessions and ceremonious addresses

were customary, and dutifully performed on all such occasions, and

while we have only reason to hope that these early ones took place on

the Parade, we know that all the later were performed either within or

without the Colony Houses and before the multitude therefor assem-

bled.

For a number of years after the death of King Charles, Newport

witnesses many troubled scenes. Governors Andros and Bellomont

were ordered to include New England in their jurisdiction over New
York, and so serious were the difficulties under the attempted rule of

the first, that he was arrested and imprisoned in Boston. He then fled

to Newport, where by request of the imperious Massachusetts Colony,

he was nominally put under arrest in the house of his friend, Peleg

Sanford—that same historic house on Broad Street that had seen the

departure of Colonel Church for the slaughter of King Philip

—

u and an

armed guard placed in patrol about its walls.' Before this, the pre-

cious Charter had been demanded, its abrogation insisted upon. Saga-

cious Governor Walter Clarke had handed it privately to a relative.
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The Committee arriving—it wa3 said to be in a che3t. " Break it open

yourselves." "Come and take it!" The Charter was saved, but the

Colony's government much in confusion.

No wonder in such tribulations the need of an established place of

meeting was felt by the General Assembly, and in 1687 no less a sum
than £160 was ordered to be levied and raised in the several towns of

" this province or county " for the building of a court house in the

town of Newport and another on Tower Hill in South Kingstown, repair-

ing the jail at Newport, and for one or two minor matters. Francis

Brinley, Peleg Sanford and John Foanes were appointed a committee 10

build the two court houses " the first," says Henry Bull, " in the Col-

ony," and the Treasurer was ordered to pay to the Committee's order

the amount indicated. This tax was leviable in money, sheep's wool,

spring butter, Indian corn and pork—allat established values ; and of it

Newport was rated at £38, Portsmouth at £3 J . Owing to the disturb-

ance occasioned by Andros, and Walter Clarke's brave conduct in the

concealment of the Royal Charter, there was confusion in many matters

and some time later, a committee was appointed to demand that the

Treasurer refund the £30 in money and three hundred pounds in wool

remaining with him, and which had been appropriated to the perfecting

of the Colony House in Newport. So it seems that the building must

have been some time uncompleted. Seven years afterward, in 1695,

the General Assembly while in session voted that on complaint of most

of the freemen of the Colony it forbid the use of the Colony House for

other than judiciary and military purposes, and not for any ecclesiasti-

cal purposes or uses of that nature. Now this, in the light of post-Rev-

olutionary days, is somewhat amusing. It is very interesting to trace

the history of this first Colony House. A wooden Colony House, by

all claimed to be the first, stood on the site of the present brick State

house, or Courthouse, of today. It was removed in 1739—to give place

for this one now standing—a short life for a building of those days

—

only fifty-two years. One portion found an abiding place on the west

side of Prison street just behind the " Buttrick house
,?

on the corner of

the Parade. It was a plain, substantial, small, dingy building that I

saw from my nursery windows, and has only recently been pulled

down. The other half of the Colony House—claimed by some author-

ities to have been "a second Colony House,"—was removed, at the

same time as the first, to Broad Street, and was owned in the 19th

century by one White, a shopkeeper. Whether this was a separate

building or simply an addition to the first has not yet been noted—but

both, if there were two, must have been very near together, and proba-

bly within the present foundation. All writers so far examined agree
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that what is styled the first Colony House was the one removed to

Prison Street.

But no matter what was the Colony House, it failed, as all else, to

suit that other Lordly Governor General Bellomont of New York, and

of New England, who landed on the north end of the Island in 1698,

arriving in state with his party of followers and deferentially met in

Portsmouth by Governor Samuel Cranston, his assistants, and a small

troop of horse, and thus escorted into Newport with more honor than

pleasure—for his principal errand, beyond the ever-vexing question of

Colony boundaries—was to break up certain practices on the high seas,

that nowadays would hardly be deemed legitimate methods, yet were

then very filling to the pocket and openly followed. This sulky

noble lord has left written testimony of his spiteful opinion of his

week's sojourn among the inhabitants of Newport—and the General

Assembly had placed a sum of no less than forty pounds in the hands

of Governor Cranston for his entertainment

!

It is indeed remarkable that under the Royal Charter of King
Charles from its reception in 1663 to May, 1729—a period of sixty-

four consecutive years—the annual elections of the united Colony all

occurred in Newport, and that no less than eighteen of her citizens

were consecutively elected to the honorable office of Governor. Five

of them died in office, Governor William Coddington included—he had

become a Quaker in common with other persons of condition in New-
port. Others of these Governors, sometimes for several direct or

collateral generations, were of the same family, and of the eminent

list Governor Samuel Cranston, son of Governor John Cranston, was

annually elected for thirty consecutive years, from May, 1698, to 1727^

when he died in office in the month of April just prior to Election

day. Naturally with these conditions Election day was not only the

occasion of great political importance but also a family reunion in

numerous households in Newport, where the Governor might be a

grandfather, a nephew, or a grandson, and related to two-thirds of the

community.

Some of these worthy Governors were venerable men when
elected, as for example, Nicholas Easton the Settler, who was last

chosen Governor of the Colony at the age of eighty in 1672. No
wonder that his posterity even to the present are blessed with vigor-

ous long life. Governor Easton, leaving a large and valuable estate,

as well as an excellent record, died in 1675

—

a Quaker—he had given

the land whereon the Friends' meeting-house still stands, but lies

buried with some six other of the chief magistrates of Rhode Island

in the Coddington ground on Farewell Street, not a stone's throw
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from where his own home, the first house built in Newport, had stood

before it was burned by the Indians—accidentally, it is believed, not

maliciously. The Indians do not appear to have purposely misbehaved

on this Island at any time although precautionary measures were

sometimes employed in view of their depredations elsewhere in the

Colony.

The name of Cranston figures often in the annals of the Colony

and Samuel Cranston was undoubtedly one of its best Governors.

Son of Governor John Cranston, he probably held office longer than

any man ever subjected to an annual popular election. His just

views and inflexible firmness kept his constituency well in hand and

carried the Colony—"exploring unknown paths of government,''

writes Dr. Turner—safely through a season of severe trial. In the

paper money vexation, the early forerunner of so many years of dis-

comfort to the State he "acted as best he could." Liberal towards

religious sects, yet neither joining nor attending meetings himself, he

was beloved and esteemed. A sterling good man. And he also pro-

tected and assured the public welfare when the Colony was threatened

both at home and abroad. It is only the other day that one of the

last homesteads of the family by the name of Cranston fell to give

space to the Army & Navy Y. M. C. A. under the very shadow of the

State House, but the house ot Governor Samuel Cranston stood on

the site of the store of the Messrs. Covell on Thames Street and there

the patriarchal old Governor was wont to sit on his stoop—a word not

much employed in New England—smoking his pipe in the shade of a

large tree. Across the Main Street, a little back, stood the stone

house of his father, the earlier Governor John. This was pulled down

after the Revolutionary War by Charles Feke, a well known charac-

ter, who spent his own later years in a house on the Parade. Both

the Governors Cranston, father and son, are buried beneath a single

flat stone in the old Common Burial Ground, and three score years ago

many innocent little children held impromptu wild strawberry feasts

on this and the other convenient table slabs hard by.

While the General Assembly was sitting at Newport in the

month of June, 1732, James Franklin, a printer, from Boston, not long

settled on the Parade, probably at first in the old schoolhouse west of

the present Mall, petitioned to be employed as printer to the Colony,

having been at great expense in establishing a printing press, and so

forth, at Newport.—This press may now be seen in the Patent Office

in Washington—and the Assembly voted Franklin £20 at the year's

end " provided he print 20 copies of what general acts shall be passed

by the General Assembly within that time.'' This was not the first
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effort for such patronage. Young Bradford had come from his

father's press in New York twenty-one years earlier and offered ser-

vices at a much higher rate.

With all modesty it can be claimed that Newport had become, at

the time of her first Centennial, 1739—a thriving seaport town—out

stripping all her neighbors far and wide. Richard Munday was super-

intending the new brick Colony house; shipping was thriving; Godfrey

Malbone and other merchants, many of them Hebrews, facing the

Main Street and the Parade. A few years before, in '32—that good old

Governor Samuel Cranston had been gathered to his fathers. Young
blood had buried him with all proper respect—but then felt the need

for a change. "Why should it always be Newport? nothing but New-

port," murmured the other towns, and, surprising to relate, Joseph

Jenks of Providence was nominated and elected to the vacant office of

Governor. Newport stood aghast! Violate a custom so secure as this!

Never! The Governor had always been a Newport man—and with a

Newport residence, down to Newport must Governor Jenks come,

and so he did, family, furniture and all, and the General Assembly,

perhaps sheepishly, voted a hundred pounds to pay the expenses thus

incurred. It is regrettable that Miss Kimball died before a second

edition of her very able book could tell us where in Newport Governor

Jenks fixed his residence for the five years that he held office.

After the sale of the wooden colony house and while the present

one was slowly growing up—poor Munday died before it was finished

within—and the Assembly voted certain due moneys to his widow.

The Assembly met where it was feasible, often at the house of

Thomas Potter on Broad Street, who eventually received a good sum
for the privilege as well as that of there holding both Inferior and

Superior Courts, but there seem no particulars to be found of the in-

conveniences attending the Inauguration of the Governors, Chairs and

other furnishings lacking a good while after the new Colony building

was put into use.

On the retirement of Governor Jenks, the first of the four gover-

nors by the name of Wanton was elected. William, who died a few

months later and was succeeded by his brother John who served from

1734 to 1740, when he also died in office, during a turbulent time with

a Spanish War and much excited preparation for defence and offence

in the Colony. These Governors Wanton were the two, who as very

young men, had been summoned to England to receive Coat armor

augmentation and fine inscribed pieces of plate from Queen Ann her-

self in honor of their clever capture of a very troublesome French pri-

vateer or pirate craft infesting this coast. In 1740, Richard Ward of
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Newport was proclaimed Governor from the Balcony over the high door

of the Colony house and during his time of office in 1741 the now ancient,

but then, as ever, Honorable Artillery Company of Newport was in-

stituted and chartered, the Governor's personal body guard, the

leading young gentlemen of the town under arms for work as well as

display.

In 1760—an alteration took place in the method of conducting the

Election. The town meeting days were made the actual voting day,

and thus the third Wednesday in April really became the period of

decisive political struggle, and Election-day, as ancient habit continued

to call it, ceased to be other than the occasion of official promulgation

of the result of the vote and the inauguration of the new Government

each year at Newport.

From the time of Governor Jenckes to that of the Revolution

many Governors were elected from among the citizens of Newport,

but by degrees more and more were intermingled from the other

towns. Warwick and Providence alternated for some years, then

Samuel Ward of Westerly came over the ferries, and walked up the

Parade a private citizen and down it, the Governor. He and Stephen

Hopkins the Signer—a stronger man than his sailor brother—alter-

nated through the exasperating time of the Stamp Act. Ward was a

strong character. It was the time when men's blood began to boil in

their veins and faces grew grim and angry, so it is not very strange

that when the Revolution burst into active revolt, Joseph Wanton
some time Governor but a quiet Quaker, was acclaimed a Tory and

summarily ordered out of the Gubernatorial seat. It has never been

proved that he was not honest, and it is claimed that true to his train-

ing he tried by temporizing to avert the coming blast. He was de-

posed on the 7th of November 1775 and with his going the venerable

old chair of the Governors of the Colony was vacated for ever. But

the " good old Charter " was not dead. It was in safe keeping and to

survive for many generations to come.

In November, 1779, immediately after many of the British had

hurriedly embarked from Brenton's Point, hard by where Fort Adams
is now—and those that remained, like the Hessians, were mostly in

Portsmouth— under ground, a new chair of State, that of the State

of Rhode Island was metaphorically brought into use, and Nicholas

Cooke of Providence was elected to sit in it. Not within the newly

named "State House "of Newport—that was almost a ruin reeking

with the horrible filth of a military hospital.

The small boy had no election fun that year, although his elders

never had greater cause to rejoice as they opened their doors and
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helped the members of the General Assembly to clamber up to the

sills. Poverty and desolation stared from all sides. The dwellings

were shells, if not burned. Doorsteps torn away, windows gone—the

remaining inhabitants wan with famine, many had fled—some were

demented.

But it is always darkest before the dawn and although the Revo-

lution was far from ended the General Assembly had come back to

Newport from what the British called •* that hornets' nest,'' Provi-

dence, to sit where they could—in the calm recess of the Jews' syna-

gogue, among the torn fragments of the books Dr. Stiles had so

prized in the Redwood Library, or in the hollow stillness of the

Friends' meeting-house, recently used as a military woodshed.

Thus a new life faintly coursed in the depleted veins of this town

and while Newport never regained her Colonial prosperity, no enemy
has again invaded the Parade and none but political dissensions

—

some very bitter it is true—have occasionally jarred the annual festiv-

ity and solemnity of Election Day to the end of the 19th century.

From the close of the Revolutionary War until the present, less

and less, names of citizens of Newport are found in the list of Gov-

ernors. The last to hold the office was George Peabody Wet more, so

long as a quarter of a century ago.*

I had hoped to call to mind the exciting years coeval with those

of the French Revolution, Jay's treaty, Jeffersonian simplicity, a stir-

ring hour, the extraordinary Dorr War and the melting of the u Good
old Charter '' into the new Constitution of the State—all fraught with

many scenes on the Parade—and also to read from several files of the

Newport Mercury able accounts of the proceedings on various Elec-

tion Days, noticeably those mentioned and those of 1798 and of

1858-9, which give able and distinct descriptions of these vanished

scenes, but the clock in the Stdtehouse rings the flight of time and I

have been asked to describe the impressions of some of the children

who lived on the Parade in the fifties and up to the date of the great

Rebellion ; that intensity that wiped away many of the earlier themes

of remembrance and practically forms the barrier between the past

and the present of our United States.

•Since this paper was read another citizen of Newport, R. Livingston

Beeckman, has been elected Governor of the State.— Ed.
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SOCIETY NOTES

We regret that the pressure of

other matters has so long delayed

the printing of the second portion

of Miss Powel's most interesting

paper until now. One advantage

can be seen, however, in that

these words come with new in-

terest to those who then heard

them so long ago.

Every effort is being made to

begin work upon the new fireproof

building and it is now confidently

expected to break ground in the

Spring.

New Mfmbers

Elected since last issue.

LIFE MEMBER

Mr. Henry R. Taylor

SUSTAINING MEMBER

Col. Charles Hayden.

ANNUAL MEMBERS

Mrs. J. R. Husk
Mrs. Anna Wharton Wood
Mrs. Walter S. Andrews
Mr. Charles M. Cole

Mrs. E. Hayward Ferry

Mr. and Mrs. Elias Henley White
Mrs. Frank J. Sprague
Hon. John M. Whitehead

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Mrs. Thomas P. Peckham
Miss Eva S. C. Brightman
Miss Bessie Stanton

Mr. William H. Stanton

Mr. Clarence Wanton Balis

Mr. Thomas Sergeant Perry

SOME NEW ACCESSIONS TO THE
LIBRARY

A collection of books, pamphlets

and manuscripts, belonging to the

late Benjamin B. Howland, the

first librarian of this Society, has

been donated by his granddaugh-

ter, Miss Elizabeth G. Sherman.

This includes several interesting

early Newport imprints, the New-

port Daily News, first and second

volumes, 1846, nearly complete;

and among the manuscripts are

the following, of especial interest

to the members of the Newport

Historical Society, as they show an

effort to carry out our present ob-

jects many years before our incor-

poration, and two years before the

establishment of the Southern cab-

inet of the Rhode Island Historical

Society, which was located in

Newport. This was about two years

before the Rhode Island Historical

Society was founded in Providence.

•'We the Subscribers agree to

meet at time & place hereafter to

be agreed upon & form a Society

to be Called the 4 Newport Histor-

ical & Antiquarian Society ' for

the purpose of preserving all an-

cient manuscripts, or whatever
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may be of use in furthering the

objects of the society.

Newport ioth mo. 6th 1820

Stephen Gould

Henry Bull

Chrs. E. Robbins

Henry Ruggles

James Stevens

Edw.d W. Lawton

John Rodman
Isaac Gould

David Rodman
Peter P. Remington

Enoch Hazard

Benjamin Hadwen
B. Hazard

Geo. Engs
T. H. Mumford
Thomas Brinley."

(The above names are signa-

tures.)

"In pursuance of the above agree-

ment a meeting was held at

Stephen Gould's shop on Saturday

evening 28 October 1820 & a peti-

tion drawn & sign'd to be presented

to the General Assembly of this

State at their next Session praying

the Loan of the State records for

the purpose of making Such ex-

tracts as may be thought proper.

Geo. Engs, Scribe.

"To The Hon.ble Gen. 1 Assembly

of the State of Rhode Island &
Providence Plantations at their

Session next to be holden in

Providence.

The Petition of the undersign'd

respectfully sheweth

That they have associated them-

selves for the purpose of collecting

& preserving such ancient records

& documents and all such informa-

tion as may come to their knowl-

edge relating to the history of this

State and have agreed to Style

themselves " The Newport Histor-

ical and antiquarian Society.''

And for the better prosecution of

the objects of the institution ; they

pray Your Hon.ble body to grant

them the loan of the ancient

records of the Colony & State

aforesaid not exceeding two vol-

umes at a time the President of

the Society giving a proper receipt

therefor—And they further pray

Your Hon. ble
- Body that the Town

clerk of the town of Newport for

the time being may be authoriz'd

to certify copies from the same.

And your petitioners as in duty

bound will ever pray

Henry Bull

Henry Ruggles

Geo. Engs
Enoch Hazard

T. M. Mumford

C. E. Robbins

Benjamin Hadwen
Isaac Gould

Stephen Gould

James Stevens

John Rodman
B. Hazard

Edw.d W. Lawton

David Rodman
Peter P. Remington

Thomas Brinley"
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August 29, 1778, in the annals of Rhode Island, is historic.

Its memories are dear to the nation as well as to the State. To
commemorate the deeds of national heroes links the present with

the past and guards the nation's future. To honor patriotic

sacrifices inspires similar efforts in later emergencies.

Late in July, 1778, a stately fleet of 12 line-of-battleships

and four frigates, containing Count D'Estaing's expedition to aid

the Colonial cause, appeared off Newport. Moving majestically

forward, they soon anchored, extending from the Narragansett

shore to Brenton's Neck, completely closing the harbor. Later

three of the frigates advanced to Seaconnet, and their appearance

at Fogland Ferry in the East passage caused the British to burn

three armed vessels.

July 30, two French ships of the line forced their way by the

batteries about Newport and passed on further up the bay, caus-

ing the burning of eight and the sinking of 13 British ships.





August 6, eleven of the French ships approached Newport, and

under a heavy cannonade passed the town and its batteries. The
only British frigate remaining in the harbor and a number of

transports were burned in the greatest haste.

In addition to the transports destroyed, the following English

ships of war were sunk or burned to prevent their capture by the

French; Lark, Orpheus, Juno, Flora, Cerberus, Falcon, and

Kingfisher. The French Government allowed prize money at

600 livres per gun carried by all British vessels destroyed, and

the total guns captured was 212. At that time a livre was

worth two thirds of a dollar and the total in prize money there-

fore amounted to $84,800.

It is unnecessary on this occasion to trace the landing of

Gen. Sullivan's army on the island of Rhode Island and its sub-

sequent operations to capture Newport; to estimate the propriety

of the French effort to join battle with the English fleet off Point

Judith; to examine the effects of the furious August gale that

wrought such havoc with both fleets and armies; or to determine

the necessity of refitting D'Estaing's fleet at Boston, and its

abandonment of Sullivan and the Continental Army on Rhode

Island.

As an illustration of the influence of sea-power in military

operations it is most pertinent. The English holding control of

Narragansett Bay, all efforts to capture Newport were futile and

could only result in disaster. 'Rhode Islanders cannot ignore that

lesson. The stern necessity of an adequate naval force to protect

the extended national domain was never greater. Never before

in history has such time been required to create the ships, guns

and accessories, necessary for a modern navy, and to instruct the

personnel to successfully use modern engines of war mi the world's

oceans. 4t To maintain peace be prepared for war."

The absence of D'Estaing and the French fleet in the cam-

paign on Rhode Island gave the English an overwhelming ad-

vantage. The separation of the Continental forces from the

mainland by wide waterways, and the probability of reinforce-

ments to the English garrison of Newport from New York, sup-

ported by an English fleet, constituted a most serious menace.

Prudent regard for the safety of the army required the abandon-





ment of the siege until the return of the French fleet, and Gen.

Sullivan arranged for the withdrawal of his army from the

trenches before Newport.

During the night of August 28th and 29th the Americans

effected a most orderly retreat toward the north end of the island,

although even then ardent hopes were entertained that upon the

reappearance of D'Estaing active siege operations could be

resumed.

The main portion of the army encamped on Butt's hill, its

right extending to the West, and its left to the East, road, with

flanking and covering parties prolonged toward the water on each

side of the island.

About three miles south of this position on Windmill hill, in

the neighborhood of a cross-road, joining the East and West

roads, Col. Henry B. Livingston was posted with a light corps

consisting of Col. Jackson's detachment and another from the

army. On the West road a second light corps was located, com-

manded by Col. Laurens, Col. Fleury and Major Talbot. In the

rear of these troops the picket of the army was stationed, com-

manded by Col. Wade. With these arrangements completed

Gen.- Sullivan confidently awaited the British attack.

Maj. Gen. Nathanael Greene commanded the right wing, ex-

tending nearly to the western shore of the island. On the extreme

right of his position a small redoubt was located to protect the

Americans from the flanking fire of any English vessels sailing

up the bay from Newport. The command of the left wing of the

army was given to Gen. Lafayette. His hurried journey to

Boston to hasten the arrival of the French troops rendered it im-

possible for him to assume its active command during the battle.

His anxiety, to take part in the conflict caused him to provide re-

lays of horses and to cover the 70 miles to Boston in seven, and

the trip back in six and one-half, hours. On his return the retreat

across Howland's Ferry was in progress and he was assigned to

the command of the rear guard.

The discovery early in the morning of August 29, 177s. that

the Americans had abandoned their entrenchments opposite New-

port caused Gen. Pigot to hurriedly arrange to harass their retreat.

The Hessian Chasseurs and the Anspach regiments of Voit and





Seaboth were ordered to advance northward by the West road,

under command of Gen. Losberg. Brig. Gen. Smith, with the

43d and 22d British Regiments, and the flank companies of the

38th and the 54th, marched up the East road in search of the

retreating Americans.

The two armies soon came in touch and skirmishing began.

The Continentals endeavored to delay as much as possible the ad-

vance of the enemy without engaging in a general action. They
made repeated stands, checked the British advance, and then re-

treated to other advantageous positions further north. At times

the contest on the West road was severe. Col. Laurens, in com-

mand on this highway, vigorously resisted the Hessians.

The British detachment endeavoring to force the East road

finally reached the cross-road near the Gibbs place, joining the

East and West roads immediately in front of Col. Livingston's

position. The possibility of the English utilizing this cross-road

had induced Livingston to post his contingent in the field bound-

ing south on the cross-road and easterly on the East road, quite

effectually concealed by its high stone walls and the luxuriantly

growing grain.

Possibly the sharp firing on the West road caused Col. Camp-
bell to consider the Hessians required assistance. Whatever the

reason, half of the Twenty-second British Regiment turned into

this by-road. At a favorable moment the Americans from short

range fired a fearfully effective volley into the unprotected enemy.

The surprise, the falling of the dead and wounded, the attack

coming from almost unseen foes, enabled the Americans to load

and repeat their volley with equally frightful results, before they

retreated. It was claimed that Col. Campbell, afterward Mac-

Cullom More, lost in this terrible onslaught fully one-quarter of

his regiment.

The two light corps were supported for some time by the

picket under Col. Wade. Their successful resistance to the

British advance and the heavy firing caused by the different

skirmishes, induced Gen. Sullivan to send a regiment to support

Col. Livingston and another to the assistance of Col. Laurens.

The Americans made a more persistent stand in the neigh-

borhood of Quaker Hill than was compatible with Gen. Sullivan's





plan of operations. He accordingly sent out one of his aides,

Col. John Trumbull, to order the withdrawal of the troops. In

carrying the message Trumbull had to ascend the northern slope

of Quaker Hill, something more than a mile in length. The
conflict was raging near the top of the eminence. As he pro-

gressed round shot came bounding on and plowed up the ground

in his neighborhood.

He met his friend, Col. Tousard, a member of Lafayette's

military family, whose horse had been killed under him. His

arm had been blown off by the discharge of a field piece, for the

possession of which there had been a sharp struggle, and he was

being led to the rear. Congress, subsequently, for his bravery,

granted him the rank of Lieutenant Colonel by brevet and a pen-

sion of $30 a month for life.

Trumbull later encountered Capt. Walker of Jackson's regi-

ment, shot through the body by a musket ball, proceeding to the

rear, mounted behind a man on horseback. Walker bade the

Colonel a melancholy farewell and died of his wound before night.

Soon grapeshot and musket balls thickly dotted Col. Trum-

ball's path. Urging his horse forward, he quickly reached the

summit of the hill and found himself in the midst of the skirmish.

CoL Wigglesworth commanded the rear guard and elated with

the progress of the engagement, cried out to the Colonel as he

saw him approach, " Don't say a word, Trumbull; I know your

errand, but don't speak; we will beat them in a moment."

Col. Trumbull called his attention to a body of men crossing

obliquely from the West road toward the rear of the guard. Col.

Wigglesworth replied, "They are Americans coming to our

support."
11 No sir, those are Germans; their dress is blue and yellow,

not buff; they are moving to intercept your rear," said Col.

Trumbull. "Retreat instantly—don't lose a moment or you

will be cut off." Col. Wigglesworth reluctantly recognized the

situation and withdrew the guard slowly but safely toward the

main army.

As Trumbull rode back to report, he met his friend Col.

Sherburne of New Hampshire, a fellow volunteer, who was being

carried to the rear to have his leg amputated. Sherburne was a





volunteer aide to Gen. Glover, who with his military family was

taking breakfast in a house near Quaker Hill, a long mile distant

from the skirmish. The firing on the hill becoming heavy and

incessant, the General directed Mr. Rufus King, also a volunteer

aide, to mount and investigate the conditions.

As Mr. King left the table in obedience to this order Col.

Sherburne took his vacant chair, and was hardly seated before a

spent cannon ball bounded through the open window, fell upon

the floor, rolled toward Sherburne and crushed all the bones of

his foot. The ways of Providence are unforeseen. Who can ac-

count for the power that saved Mr. King from this terrible mis-

fortune and, without apparent cause, inflicted it upon Colonel

Sherburne?

It was to him a lasting mortification, as the poor follow

argued <(
if this had happened to me in the field, in active duty,

the loss of a leg might be borne, but to be condemned through all

future life to say, I lost my leg under the breakfast table is too

bad."

Equally remarkable were the frequent escapes from almost

certain death that the gallant Col. Trumbull experienced in

bravely executing the orders of his chief in the momentous cir-

cumstances of the battle. A gust of wind blew off his hat and

there being no time to dismount, he tied a white handkerchief

about his head and continued on duty in this improvised head-

gear, as the hat was not recovered until evening. Mounted on a

superb bay horse, in a summer dress of nankeen and with his

white headdress, he constituted a most conspicuous mark on the

field.

Exposed to every danger of the occasion he escaped entirely

without injury, a result that caused Gen. Mattoon to write him
after the battle, " Your preservation in each of these most daring

enterprises I have ever considered little short of a miracle, and a

most remarkable interposition of Providence for your safety."

Gen. Sullivan also exclaimed on Col. Trumbull's return from

conveying the order to Col. Wigglesworth, to retire the rear

guard il Your escape has been most wonderful."

The British contingent on the East road finally approached

quite near the left wing of the American Army, but after a sharp





action they were repulsed by Gen. Glover and forced to retire to

Quaker Hill. Their line of battle was then formed on Quaker,

Turkey and Anthony Hills, with its right extending nearly to

the eastern and its left to the western, shore of Rhode Island.

Between the hills occupied by the English and Butts Hill, with*

its neighboring eminences already occupied by Gen. Sullivan's

army, a valley intervened about a mile wide, somewhat wooded
in places, and interspersed with meadows and thickets of copse.

The English ships of war, with several small armed vessels

that had arrived within a day or two at Newport, were ordered to

take position off the western shore of Rhode Island and flank the

right wing of the American Army. Pending the arrival of these

vessels the English did not force the fighting. At 9 o'clock a

gun on the right of their line gave the signal, which was imme-

diately followed by a general cannonade from both armies.

About ten o'clock, the naval contingent having arrived and

opened fire, the British and Hessians on the left of their line

charged down the slope of Anthony Hill in great force to capture

the redoubt and turn the right wing of the American Army.
Gen. Greene commanded at this point, and his men met the

enemy with such destructive volleys of musketry that the ground

was heaped with their dead and wounded and their order totally

disarranged

.

The attack was repulsed and the enemy fell back in helpless

rout. Responding, however, to the call of their officers, they

rallied and after re-arranging their broken lines again advanced

.to the attack. The day was warm and the hills prevented the

breeze from reaching the valley. The heavy uniform of the

British infantry and of the Hessian Grenadiers greatly impeded

their movements. The Americans met the situation by discard-

ing such garments as interfered with the freedom of their

exertions and utilized their weapons to the utmost extent.

The result of the attack was as before. The frantic efforts

to turn the American right and to capture the redoubt were met

with equal determination to hold the position by the brave men

under Gen. Greene. At last, unable to accomplish their object,

dazed and bewildered by their losses as well as by the courage and

pertinacity of the defence, the enemy was again hurled back and

fled up the slopes of Anthony Hill.





During the hours occupied by these events the Light Troops

under Col. Livingston, that had retarded the advance of the

enemy up the East road in the early morning, had been gaining

a much needed rest on the northern slope of Butts Hill. As the

enemy for the third time formed to attack the somewhat

exhausted right wing that had stood the brunt of the conflict

during the day, Col. Livingston with Jackson's regfrnent was

ordered by Gen. Sullivan to pass around the bill and attack the

enemy if opportunity offered. Additional troops were ordered to

support Gen. Greene.

Two heavy batteries opened fire upon the ships that had

enfiladed the American right wing and finally silenced their fire.

Gen. Pigot at this point of the battle, observing the danger of

defeat, collected his reserves, to aid his partially disheartened

forces.

While the battle was raging on the American right, Gen.

Lovell with his Massachusetts troops was ordered to engage the

British right and rear and gallantly pushed the attack. The re-

inforcement received enabled Gen. Greene to advance a portion of

his forces against his assailants in the meadow, crowding them

together and creating considerable confusion. Livingston watched

for his opportunity and at the proper time led Jackson's regiment

with fixed bayonets against the flank of the already wavering foe.

His fierce attack soon turned the tide of battle and the mass

of British and Hessians were driven across the valley, up the

slopes of the opposite hills to the entrenchments on their summits.

The Americans, closely following the flying enemy, captured

Brady's battery as an evidence of their resistless charge and vic-

torious triumph

.

All efforts to turn the American right and capture the

redoubt having failed, the enemy at about four in the afternoon

rested in the entrenchments on Quaker, Turkey and Anthony

Hills that they had occupied in the early morning. The conflict

was over, the Americans held their position and controlled the

field of battle.

Anticipations that the struggle would be renewed the next

day, Sunday, were not fulfilled, as both armies were occupied

in the burial of the dead and the care of the wounded. Col.
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Campbell of the Twenty-second British Regiment asked per-

mission of Gen. Sullivan during the day to seek on the field for

his nephew who had been killed by his side, but whose body

he could not remove as they were so closely pursued.

At noon, a letter from Gen. Washington was received,

stating that Lord Howe had left New York with five thousand

men to reinforce Newport. It became known that a fleet was off

Block Island, and a letter from Boston announced that Count

D'Estaing could not return as soon as was expected. In these

circumstances, a retreat to the mainland was unanimously ap-

proved.

The difficulty of transporting an army with its baggage

across a wide waterway in the face of an enemy of at least equal

force was keenly appreciated. An incessant cannonade was

maintained throughout the day. Nearly the whole army was

employed in fortifying the camp. A large number of tents were

pitched in sight of the enemy. The heavy baggage and stores

were moved to the rear and ferried to the mainland before night.

At dark the tents were struck, the troops with the light baggage

retreated, and before midnight the main army had crossed to

Tiverton.
44 Not a man was left behind nor the smallest article lost."

The sentinels of the opposing armies were only 200 yards apart,

yet these movements were successfully executed. Lafayette

returned during the retreat from the island and materially assisted

its success. Gen. Sullivan's barge wTas the last to leave the

island and his life guard suffered severely from the fire of the

enemy.

Side by side with their former masters, in the fierce contest

on the right of the American line, fought the recently raised bat-

talion of negro troops, formerly Rhode Island slaves, but treed

by their act of enlistment in the service of the Colonies. The

General Assembly of Rhode Island compensated their former

owners for the loss of these men's services.

This battalion suggested by Gen. Varnum, approved by Gen.

Washington, raised and drilled by Col. Christopher Greene,

Lieut. Col. Jeremiah Olney, and Maj. Samuel Ward, was posted

in a grove in the valley near Gen. Greene's position.





Gen. Sullivan in " After orders, Oct. 30, 1778," states " the

Commander-in-Chief thinks that (black) regiment will be entitled

to a proper share of the Honors of the day." This is held to be

the first time that negroes were formally enlisted and organized in

the service of the country.

A British survivor wrote of the attack on the rail fence at

the Battle of Bunker Hill.

"Indeed, how could we penetrate it? Most of our Grena-

diers and Light Infantry, the moment of presenting themselves,

lost three-fourths and many nine-tenths of their men. Some had

only eight or nine men in a company left, some only three, four

or five."

Gen. Stark, commanding the Americans at this point, relates

of the effect of their fire :

'

' The dead lay as thick as sheep in a

fold."

Burgoyne, viewing the battle from the entrenchments on

Copps Hill, impressed by the awe-inspiring grandeur of the scene,

wrote :
" The whole was a complication of horror and import-

ance beyond anything it ever came to my lot to be witness to. It

was a sight for a young soldier that the longest service may not

furnish again."

Observation on Government account of the late battle of

Charlestown, published in London Aug. 1, 1775, summing up

the results reported :
<c By this rule the Americans will put the

whole army into the grave or hospitals in three or four nights'

work and an hour's fire in each morning."

It is also pertinent to repeat the language of Gov. Johnstone

in the House of Commons relative to this glorious conflict :

" To a mind who loves to contemplate the glorious spirit of

freedom, no spectacle can be more affecting than the action at

Bunker's Hill. To see an irregular peasantry, commanded by a

physician, inferior in numbers, opposed by every circumstance

of cannon and bombs that could terrify timid minds, calmly await

the attack of the gallant Howe, leading on the best troops in the

world, with an excellent train of artillery, and twice repulsing

those very troops, who had often chased the chosen battalions of

France, and at last retiring for want of ammunition, but in so re-

spectable a manner that they were not even pursued—who can
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reflect on such scenes and not adore the constitution of govern-

ment which could breed such men."
At Bunker Hill the British lost 1054 and the Americans 449.

In the battle of Rhode Island, the English lost 1023 and the

Americans 211.

At Bunker Hill, until the British entered the redoubt, the

Americans fought behind entrenchments.

At Butts Hill, the greater part of the fighting was in the open

country, where each army had like opportunities of protection.

At Bunker Hill, the third assault was successful, the redoubt

captured, and the Americans driven from the field.

At Butts Hill, the third assault was repulsed, and the British

driven from the field. The Americans held their position and

controlled the field of battle, not only after the fighting but dur-

ing the whole of the next day, and until they had completed their

arrangements to cross to the mainland.

It is gratifying in the final contest in the afternoon of the

29th, that the British and Hessians were driven from the field by

an application of that cold steel held to be such an universal de-

pendence of the British Army. It was the fierce bayonet charge

of the sturdy yeomen of Jackson's regiment, under Livingston's

leadership, and their comrades of the right wing under Gen.

Greene's command, that fully satisfied the British fighting desire

on that momentous day, and sent them scurrying in helpless

flight to their earthworks for protection.

Gen. Greene, writing to Gen. Washington concerning the

battle reported: " We soon put the enemy to rout, and I had the

pleasure to see them run in worse disorder than they did at the

battle of Monmouth."
Lafayette justly characterized the battle of Rhode Island as

" The best fought action of the war."

D'Estaing's instructions to refit at Boston were mandatory.

There is abundant proof that much as the absence of his fleet was

regretted, it was the result of uncontrollable circumstances. Had

it been possible for the French to perform their part of the ex-

pedition the entire British Army in Newport would have been

captured. It was reasonably anticipated that such an event

occuring within a year of Burgoyne's capture at Saratoga, would

iiave resulted in terminating the war.
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The sound judgment of Washington induced him to confi-

dently entertain that opinion. He wrote concerning the capture

of Newport:
" If the garrison of that place, consisting of nearly six thou-

sand men, had been captured, as there was, in appearance at least,

a hundred to one in favor of it, it would have given the finishing

blow to the British pretensions of sovereignty over this country;

and would, I am persuaded, have hastened the departure of the

troops in New York as fast as their canvas wings could carry

them away."

Lafayette stated to Zachariah Allen at Providence in 1824:

"I believe that this capture would have produced the same de-

cisive result of speedily terminating the American war, as was

subsequently accomplished by the capture of nearly the same Army
at Yorktown, by the successful co-operation of the French fleet

under Count De Grasse, under similar circumstances."

The object of the expedition was not attained, but conclu-

sive evidence was afforded that Newport could not be permanently

held without a garrison sufficiently large to materially interfere

with other British military operations.

The termination of this expedition which had opened with

such promise of success was attended with unusual hazard. Had
Lord Howe with Sir Henry Clinton's forces reached Newport on

August 28th or 29th, iustead of the 31st, the larger part, if not

the whole, of Gen. Sullivan's army would have been captured.

The English fleet could easily have controlled the waterways

about Rhode Island and prevented the retreat of the American

army, whose safety depended on the free use of the passage to the

mainland. With this waterway commanded by the English the

Americans could only have surrendered or died.

During the last days of August, 1778, a disaster to the Con-

tinental cause, largely nullifying the prestige of Burgoyne's cap-

ture, was fearfully possible. In such circumstances, that without

foreign aid the British were forced within their Newport entrench-

ments;

that the departure of the French fleet was fully appreciated

and its effect upon the resulting situation accepted;

that the retreat to Butts Hill was an eminent success;
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that the battle on Rhode Island was a gratifying American

victory;

that the masterly retreat to the mainland, across a broad

waterway, in the face of an enemy of at least equal magnitude,

was conducted without loss;

and finally that the American army was saved and the Brit-

ish army materially injured, redounds to the credit of Gen. Sulli-

van, his officers, and men.

Popular criticism is not infallible and is often expressed with-

out adequate knowledge of facts. It is possible, however, to

quote the highest authority relative to the American and the

French campaign against Newport, in which Gen. Washington,

in a general order, entirely concurred:

On September 9, 1778, the following resolutions were passed

by the Continental Congress:

"Resolved, That the retreat made by Maj. Gen. Sullivan,

with the troops under his command, from Rhode Island, was pru-

dent, timely and well conducted, and that Congress highly ap-

proves of the same.
u Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be given to Maj.

Gen. Sullivan and to the officers and troops under his command,

for their fortitude and bravery displayed in the action of August

29, in which they repelled the British forces and maintained the

field.

" Resolved, That Congress have a high sense of the patriotic

exertions made by the four Eastern States on the late expedition

against Rhode Island.

"Resolved, That His Excellency Count D'Estaing hath

behaved as a brave and wise officer, and that His Excellency and

the officers and men under his command have rendered every

benefit to these States which the circumstances and nature of the

service would admit of, and are fully entitled to the regards of

the friends of America."

The patriots who fought, bled and died, in this momentous

action of the Revolution did not struggle in vain. They and

their comrades on many other bloody fields gave us the priceless

liberties of the Great Republic. Greater freedom of personal effort

under just laws than had theretofore been known, resulting in

•prosperity that is the wonder of the world.
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The admiration of competitors is seldom expressed. Ameri-

ca's success, however, has caused our English friends serious re-

flection. It is certainly not often that a statement so plain and

pertinent, so unmistakably inspired by the grandeur of

the Great Republic, coming from a recognized authority in the

heart of our great competitor, can be quoted. It is gratifying to

submit the following statement from the London Daily Telegraph

of September 9th, 1903:

" A century ago about 4,000,000 white people lived

in the United States, or approximately as many as live

at present in Bulgaria. At that time Great Britain had

17,000,000 inhabitants, and in wealth the United States

stood in about the same relation to Great Britain as Bul-

garia occupies at the present day. Since then the rela-

tive position has greatly altered. At present the United

States have about 80,000,000 inhabitants, as compared

with only 42,000,000 inhabitants of these islands, and

the United States are unquestionably the most powerful,

the most prosperous, and industrially the most progres-

sive country in the world
41 Such progress in power, wealth, and numbers

stands unparalleled and unapproached in the history of

mankind, and it should afford cause for serious reflection

to all who desire to see a similarly splendid development

of the British Empire in the future. n

Our unequalled heritage impels us to jealously preserve the

memory, to faithfully honor the saciifices, and to glory in the

success, of the heroes of the Revolution.

41 Death for their country, death for freedom's cause,

The smoke of battle for their honored shroud,

A greatful nation, and the world's applause
Are all they ask as, sinking to their rest,

Their eyes refreshed reopen on the blest."

H





SOCIETY NOTES

Editorial

The paper which, through the

courtesy of Gov. Lippitt, we are

enabled to present in this number,

is one of which we, as a Society,

may well feel proud. Many ac-

counts of the Battle of Rhode
Island have been printed, a most

interesting one by Mr. Meyer hav-

ing appeared in a previous copy

of the Bulletin, but we think it

safe to say that Gov. Lippitt has

exceeded all previous historians in

carefulness of preparation and ful-

ness of detail.

We desire to thank the au-

thorities for permitting us to use

the Representative Chamber for

the two public meetings of the

Society, while our new building is in

process of erection.

The new building is progressing

satisfactorily though when it will

be finished is impossible to say,

probably in a few weeks. It is

now sufficiently advanced to show
its proportions and to give assur-

ance of ample space for the Socie-

ty's work for years to come.

At the regular August meeting

of the Society a most interesting

address upon Patriotism was de-

livered by Dr. Nicholas Murray

Butler, President of Columbia Uni-

versity, and the Society takes great

pleasure in" printing it in a separate

pamphlet.

New Members

Elected since the last Bulletin.

LIFE MEMBERS

Mrs. Robert Ives Gammell

Mrs. Whitney Warren

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Mrs. Neilson

Mrs. Roderick Terry

ANNUAL MEMBERS

Mrs. R. Livingston Beeckman

Mrs. Jerome C. Borden

Rear Admiral Austin M. Knight

A. C. Landers, Jr.

Mrs. Lauterbach

Charles WT

arren Lippitt, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Covell

Mr. Harrison J. Morris

J. Henry Reuter

Mrs. John Thompson Spencer

Mr. and Mrs. Harry G. Wilks

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Robert Benson

Mrs. Beverly R. Dudley

Miss Lena H. Clarke

Mrs. Leiber

Miss Leiber

Frank L. Peckham
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The Building Fund

Total contributions to Building

Fund, in gifts and pledges, $8,625.

Com. Arthur Curtiss James has

generously agreed to contribute

half the necessary amount, and

has already paid $5,000.

Contributors to the Building

Fund since the last Bulletin.

Judge Darius Baker #5-00

Edwin S. Burdick, Esq. 5.00

Mrs. John R. Drexel 25 00

Mr. Gibson Fahnestock 50.00

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel B. Fear-
ing 20.00

Mrs. James B. Forsyth 5.00

Mr. William B. Franklin 5.00

Mrs. Robert Ives Gammell 25.00

H. O. Havemeyer 5.00

Mrs. Henry Barton Jacobs 25.00

Com.ArthurCurtissJames 5,000.00

Mr. John Jencks 5.00

George Gordon King, Esq. 25.00

Miss Ellen F. Mason 100.00

Mrs. E. J. Pattison 50.00

Mr. Frederick S. Peck 1000

Mr. Marsden J. Perry 10.00

Mrs. Edward Potter 10 00

Mrs. John Ridlon $10.00

Mrs. George E. Sage 5.00

Mrs. George S. Scott 10.00

Miss Helen F. Smith 3.00

Mrs. Nathaniel Smith 5.00

Miss Elizabeth H. Swinburne 10.00

Mrs. Nathaniel Thayer 25.00

Miss Sarah C. Weaver 25 00

Gen. John H. Wetherell 5.00

SALE OF BRICKS

Mrs. J. Stewart Bainey 2.00

Miss Eva Brightman 1.00

Dr. F. D. Chester 1.00

Miss Cora Gosling 1.00

Mrs. I. Goodwin Hobbs .50

Mr. Allen P. Hoard 1.00

Mrs. Lauterbach 1.00

Mr. Wm. H. Lee 2.00

Mr. Charles W. Lippitt, Jr. 1.00

Mr. Alexander F. Lippitt 1.00

Mr. Gorton Thayer Lippitt 1.00

Howard B. Perry J .00

N. Taylor Phillips 5 00

Mrs. David T. Pinniger 2.00

Mr. Dwight Tracy 1.00

Mrs. Alfred Tuckerman 25.00

Miss Susan J. Weaver 1.00
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ANNUAL MEETING
There was a large attendance at the Annual Meeting May 24th

,

the interest attaching to the opening of the new building serv-

ing to bring together many members.

Pres. Daniel B. Fearing opened the meeting with a few words

of congratulation and welcome. The Reports were read, and are

recorded in the following pages. Four new members were elected

to the Society. The Chairman of the Building Committee then

turned over the new building to the President; after a short state-

ment of the different stages in the progress of the work of obtain-

ing the money, and of erecting the structure, stating that in

the fall of 1 914 Mr. James having made his generous offer of half

the amount needed, the members were invited to subscribe their

half, which within six months they had so nearly accomplished,

that the Building Committee was appointed, the Architect Mr.

Joseph G. Stevens, 2nd, engaged, and the work begun, with the

result that there has been added to the buildings of the Society a

fire-proof structure containing offices and newspaper room on

the first floor, and large exhibition rooms on the second and third

floors, as well as a needed addition to the Library room.

The Society seems now to possess all the space which it is

likely to need for many years.

After the reception of the building by the President, the

officers whose term of office expired at that meeting were all re-

elected. An interesting address upon the Value of Fire Proof

Buildings was then made by Hon. Herbert O. Brigham, State

Record Commissioner of Rhode Island. Tea was served after

adjournment, by Mrs. Daniel B. Fearing and her sister, Miss

Strong.

Edith M. Tilxey, Clerk.





ANNUAL REPORTS

Report of the Secretary

7o the Officers and Members of the Newport Historical Society:

Since the annual report of May 25, 1915, the Society has

held three meetings. The usual February meeting was omitted on

account of the building, operations.

The following addresses have been presented:

August 16, 1915, ''Patriotism," by Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler,

President Columbia University.

Sept. 25, 1915, "The Battle of Rhode Island," by Ex-Governor

Charles Warren L,ippit, of Providence and Newport.

December 13, 1915, "The Rambles of a Nature Lover in Eng-

land
v
" by Mrs. James L,. Tryon of Boston.

All of these meetings were held in the State House, and the

attendance at each was exceptionally good

.

At the midsummer meeting, a social hour followed the ad-

dress, and tea was served by Mrs. C. L. F. Robinson, Mrs.

Richard C. Derby, Mrs. Grosvenor, and Mrs. Alfred Tuckerman.

They were assisted by the Misses Simpson, Mackie, Lockrow

and Austin.

The Directors have held 9 meetings, at which the routine

business and that connected with the new building have been

transacted.

52 members have been elected this year.

13 members have deceased, as follows:

Charles H. Greene, Battlecreek, Mich. ; Wm. R. Hunter ;
Edward

C. Post; Samuel McAdam ; Francis S. Barker; Mrs. Stuyvesant

Fish ; Dr. Dwight Tracy
; James LeBaron Willard ; Robert

Tilney ; Miss Caroline O. Jones; George H. Carr ; Albert K.

Sherman ; Egerton L. Winthrop.

The Society now numbers 431.

Respectfully submitted,

John P. Sanborn, Secretary.





Report of the Treasurer

Henry C. Stevens, Jr., in account with the Newport His-
torical Society, from May 25, 19 15 to May 24, 19 16.

General Fund.

Balance 1915 . . . $ 16.27
Received from State of Rhode

Island . . . 1000.00
Received from City of New- -

port, for old records . 582.00
Dividends . . . 142.60
Dues .... 1384.00
Gifts and sale of old furnace 350-30

Total # • #3475-17
Expenditures.

Salaries, librarian, assistant

and janitor . . . $1864.00
Interest . . 300.12
Fuel . . • 200.25
Gas and telephone . . 47.27
Printing and postage . . 128.15
For City of Newport, old rec-

ords account . . 582.00
Expense of buildings, inc. in-

surance, supplies , etc . 339-65
Balance •

;

13-73

Total #3475-17
Book Fund.

Balance, 1915 . . * 47-83
Interest

;

180.80

Total $228.63

Expenditures.

For care and purchase of books
and manuscripts . . $161.84

Balance • •

•

66.79

Total $228.63

Building Fund.

Amount raised . $20,058.00
Expended . • • 19,5^1.77

Balance May 24 . $476.23





Report of the Librarian

The Librarian respectfully submits her sixth annual report

to the Officers and Members of the Newport Historical Society.

Four hundred and forty-nine books and pamphlets and many
manuscripts and newspapers have been added to the library, beside

several collections not yet listed, as well as a number of relics to

the musetn. During all the year, the library staff has been work-

ing under difficulties. The relics have been packed away, and

books and newspapers piled in every available space; even the

desk of the librarian has been so surrounded that much of the

time it could not be reached. The routine work, however, has

been continued, the accessions have been entered, and although

the reading room is still out of commission, we have been able to

take care of most of the searchers, disappointing only the visitors

who came merely to view the relics.

Six hundred and eighty-four letters of information have been

received and answered, and many more written in regard to the

improvements, etc. Much of the correspondence is now in the

charge of the Assistant Librarian.

During a fortnight in the early winter, when the building

was temporarily closed during the installation of a new heating

equipment, the Librarian and her assistant spent a part of each

day in photographing many old doorways about town. These

photographs form the nucleus of a collection to which we hope

all the members will contribute. Photographs or any information

concerning old houses and doorways of Newport will be gladly

received and carefully filed

.

One of our chief acquisitions this year is the door frame of

the house on Franklin street, last owned by Mr. Charles Dadley,

and recently purchased by the United States Government for the

new post office site. Mr. Ball, who received the contract to re-

move the buildings, has permanently placed the doorway here,

and Mr. Dadley has presented the old door, and a knocker formerly

belonging to the Thayer or Vernon house on Church Street.

This house is no longer old in appearance, but contains within

the outer shell, two sets of old walls.

The origin of the Franklin Street house is as yet unknown,

and the librarian is devoting all her spare time to the search for





date and the name of the first owner. The old deeds are so in-

complete that the owners of this property can be traced only to

1785, when the heirs of Benj. Borden sold it to Richard Bourke,

who had purchased it of Jeremiah Greene, date unknown. In

tracing the boundaries, little more is ascertained, except that in

1 77 1 a Proud is given as the owner. The Coggeshalls owned the

land almost surrounding this piece, so that it is possible, even

probable, that our door frame was attached to an old Coggeskall

house. The frame itself is about 100 years old, and as an Edward
Peterson purchased the house and land in 1797, and another

Edward Peterson sold them in 1836, shall we call it a Peterson

doorway? Rev. Edward Peterson, whom you all know as the

author of the " History of Rhode Island " certainly lived there,

and it is believed that parts of this interesting book may have

been written in this house. We hope to discover yet more infor-

mation concerning both the door frame and door.

The chief work of the Librarian this year has been connected

with the improvements. From a few moments after eight in the

morning, until late in the day, most of her time has been spent

in superintending the changes, while all available hours have been

used for mental calculations. Since we are somewhat limited as

to funds, a great deal of figuring has been necessary to obtain the

result you see to-day— much figuring and careful planning.

The cordial co-operation of the Directors and members, and

the ever ready assistance of the library staff, have been a great

support and inspiration. The sincere thanks of the librarian are

hereby tendered to them all.

The sections in the library have been rearranged, to secure

more space for books. The newspapers have been placed on their

stacks, and will be arranged as soon as possible ; also the books

and magazines in the reference room.

The restoration of the old town records in our custody is pro-

gressing. Comparing the index cards has been started, and Miss

Katherine Stevens has been added to the staff engaged in this

particular work.

The old meeting-house has already been rented to several

societies, and probably other good rentals may be secured, to

increase our income.

Now that we have a fire-proof building, with a capacious





vault, for the safe-keeping of relics, newspapers, manuscripts, etc.,

it is hoped that all our members will take a special interest in

adding to our already valuable collections.

Respectfully submitted,

Edith M. Tiixey, Librarian.

May 25, 1916.

Report of the Building Committee

To the Officers and Members of the Newport Historical Society:

The Building Committee has held no formal meetings this

year, and the chief work of the sub-committee has been watching

the progress of the building operations, conferring with the archi-

tect, and reporting to the Directors. During the Winter, the

snb-committee has been somewhat handicapped by the necessary

absence from town of three members, and the work of superin-

tendance has devolved mainly upon the two remaining members,

Mr. George H. Richardson and your librarian. To Mr. Richard-

son's knowledge of construction and his great interest in our So-

ciety we owe much.

Just a year ago, the corner-stone of the new three-story struc-

ture was laid. Today, we can show you a building practically

complete, except for a few finishing touches.

The painting was delayed m order that the walls might dry

thoroughly, and during the six months since the plastering was

finished the process of drying has been carefully watched and

assisted. This necessary delay has prevented us from entirely

completing the work.

It is a pleasure to report to you that the new building is

classed as a practically fire-proof structure, and that the old meet-

ing-house has been enclosed in brick, roofed with slate, and

further safe-guarded by iron shutters.

Metal covered doors have been placed between the buildings,

and we feel that you can now entrust your precious relics to our

care, with a reasonable degree of safety.

A new heating plant has been installed, which, during the

past winter, has heated the three buildings adequately and econ-

omically, since not quite twenty-three tons of coal have been used-





This is a very slight increase over the amount used in former

years, and removes the natural fear that our building plans were

perhaps too ambitious and might greatly increase the current

expense.

-Electric lights have been installed in all three buildings, and

the fixtures were chosen by the librarian and approved by the

Directors.

The meeting house has been throughly renovated and

painted, and provided with new shade curtains, a hard wood floor

for the gallery, cork linoleum for both floors (which will be laid

as soon as the mechanics leave) and equipped with new white

chairs.

In the front building, a few changes had to be made, incident

to the removal of the newspaper collection to the new building.

A metal covered partition now divides the old newspaper

room into a small entrance hall and a Directors' Room, in which

visitors may converse without fear of interrupting workers or

readers.

There are now three good basements, in which unused parts

of our collections may be stored and examined when necessary.

All this has been accomplished at a comparatively small ex-

pense, and your committee realizes that if we had waited even a

few months longer, the cost would probably have been prohibi-

tive, for the price of labor and materials has been continually

soaring higher, and in the case of several purchases, a later deci-

sion wTould perhaps have lost us the articles, and certainly would

have prevented us from equipping the buildings so conveniently

at this time.

For these reasons, it seemed wise to add the electric lights in

the 1902 building now, to purchase shades for all the buildings,

and to equip the building with as much metal furniture as possi-

ble, for the price of metal alone has advanced several times since

our fixtures and furnishings were ordered. Later, we hope to

add more metal shelving.

As reported last year, it is due to the kindness of Commodore
Arthur Curtiss James that we were able to start our fund for this

work. He gave us the very generous sum of $10,000, provided

that we would meet this with an equal amount. We have accom-

plished this, having raised together with Mr. James 1

gift, $20,058,





with additional pledges of $217; total amount $20,275. This

amount has been sufficient to erect the new building, but not

quite enough to equip it and make the necessary changes in the

other two buildings, about $1200 being needed to complete this

work. Two hundred and fourteen members have contributed to

the building fund, and if each of the remaining two hundred and

seventeen would help only a little, the necessary amount would

easily be raised. The sums expended to date are as follows:

New Building.

Contract . . . $16099.76

Architect . . . . 1410.00

Electric Lights . . .113.22
Boiler ..... 400.00

Radiation, etc. . . . 324.00

Metal & Plumbing . . . 79.00

Total . . $18425.98

Meeting House.

Painting

Electric Lights

Heating system

Repairs

Chairs .

. $171.00
. 328.40

. 175.00

• 51-95

. 130.00

Total

Front Building
. $856.35

Electric Lights

Renovating & repairing

• $179-45

newspaper room,

Offices etc . . . 119.99

Total . $299.44

Total Expenditures . $19581.77

Having searched in many Historical Societies and record

offices, and almost from childhood having served as assistant in

the work of this Society and of the Record Commissioner of this

State, and for the past five years as your executive officer, the

writer has tried to produce practical results from these experiences
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and to perceive the needs of this Society from a three-fold point

of view; and the Committee has, as far as possible, carried out the

ideas thus formed.

It is with great pleasure, therefore, that this report is pre-

sented, and sincere thanks are given to the architect, contractor,

and to all who have helped in any way.

Respectfully submitted, for the Committee,

Edith M. Tilley

Secretary, Building Committee.

Book Notes

Considerable interest has been created in historical circles by

the book upon John Clarke published by Mr. Bicknell of Provi-

dence. In his arguments to prove that at Portsmouth and New-
port there was made the first establishment in history of a civil

government with liberty of religious belief, we should all feel

the deepest interest. If his arguments should prevail, and be

not disproved, it would indeed be a cause of great pride to all New-
porters.

The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities

devotes its Bulletin of January 1916, to Newport ; containing an

illustrated article on the old Market building on Washington

Square by Norman Morrison Isham ; and one on Peter Harrison,

the Architect, by Samuel Francis Batchelder. Would that all

the citizens of Newport could be aroused to the importance of the

preservation of the old Market, so earnestly advocated in this

magazine.

<*§!>?





SOCIETY NOTES

The Society having taking formal

possession of the new building, our

valuable collections will soon be

placed upon exhibition in their new
house, and an early date in August

has been decided upon as opening

day, when we hope to surprise our

members, many of whom have little

appreciation of their extent or value.

This is our first Bulletin since

October 1915; as we have been

prevented by the condition of our

rooms, and the great pressure of work

placed upon the Society's Staff, from

providing papers at the usual meet-

ings.

The Present Membership of the Society

LIFE MEMBERS . .- w.
./?.*

Allen, John B.

Allen, William

American Jewish Historical Society

Auchincloss, Mrs. Hugh
Batonyi, Aureil

Belmont, August

Belmont, Perry

Bergner, Jonas

Birckhead, Mrs. William

Brown, Mrs. Harold

Caswell, William J. S.

Connolly, Thomas B.

d'Hauteville, Mrs. Grand

Derby, Mrs. Richard C.

Fahnestock, Gibson

Fearing, Daniel B.

Fearing, Mrs. Daniel B.

Fearing, George R.

Gammell, Mrs. Robert Ives

Gammell, William

Gerry, Com. Elbridge T.

Gibbs, Mrs. Theodore K.
Goelet, Robert

Grosvenor, Miss Rosa A.

James, Com. Arthur Curtiss

James, Mrs. Arthur Curtiss

King, George Gordon

King. Mrs. David

Lorillard, Louis L.

Marquand, Prof. Allen

Marquand, Henry

Mason, Miss Ellen

Mason, Miss Ida

McLean, Edward B.

McLean, Mrs. Edward B.

Moriarty, George Andrews, Jr.

Peck, Frederick S.

Peckham, Job Almy
Powel, Thomas Ives Hare

Richardson, Mrs. Thomas
Rives, George L.

Safe, Mrs. T. Shaw
Sherman, Mrs. W. Watts

Smith, Miss Esther Morton
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Swan, James A.

Swan, Mrs. James A.

Taylor, H. A. C.

Taylor, Henry R.

.Thayer, Mrs Nathaniel

Tilley, Edith May
Tompkins, Hamilton B.

Tuckerman, Alfred

Tuckerman, Mrs. Alfred

Vanderbilt, Mrs.

Vanderbilt, Mrs. French

Vernon, Mrs. J. Peace

Warren, George Henry

Warren, Mrs. Whitney

Webster. Hamilton Fish

Wetmore, Hon. George P.

Wildey, Mrs. Anna C.

Neilson. Mrs.

Norman, Mrs, Bradford

Norman, Guy
Pierson, Gen. J. Fred

Potter, Mrs Edward T.

Redmond, Henry
Rives, Dr. William C.

Robinson, Mrs. C. L. F.

Schreier, Eugene

Spencer, Mrs. Lorillard

Sturgis, Frank K.

Tailer, T. SufTern

Terry, Rev. Roderick

Terry, Mrs. Roderick

Van Alen, J. J.

Weaver, Miss Sarah C.

Webster, Mrs. Hamilton Fish

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Berwind, Mrs. Edward J.

Bispham, Mrs. George T.

Brown, Mrs. James J.

Brown, Mrs. John Nicholas

Burke-Roche, Mrs. Frances

Clark, Miss Elizabeth

Clarke, Mrs. J. Francis A.

Codman, Miss Martha

DeForest, George B.

Drexel, Mrs. John R.

Duncan, Mrs. Stuart

Dunn, Mrs. Thomas
Emmons, Arthur B.

Glyn, Mrs. William E.

Grosvenor, Mrs. William

Havemeyer, H. 0. , Jr.

Hayden, Col. Charles

Hazard, Miss Caroline

Hunt, Mrs. Livingston

Hunter, Miss Anna F.

Jacobs, Dr. Henry Barton

Jenckes, John

•Kernochan, Mrs James P.

ANNUAL MEMBERS

Abney, John R.

Andrews, Mrs. Walter S.

Anderson, Dr. Alexander J.

Armstrong, William A.

Austin, Amory
Austin, George B.

Baker, Hon. Darius

Bakhmeteff, Madam
Balch, Mrs. Stephen Elliott

Baldwin, Frederick H.

Ball, Alwyn, Jr.

Barry, Louis J.

Bates, Mrs. Francis E.

Beeckman, Mrs. R. Livingston

Beck, Dr. Horace P.

Bergman, Isaac B.

Bliss, Richard

Borden, Mrs. Jerome C.

Britton, Miss Selah W.
BufTum, William P.

Buffum, Mrs. Wm. P.

Bull, Mrs. Charles M.

Burdick, Clark
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Burdicfc, David J.

Burdick, Edwin S.

Burgess, Prof. John W.
Burlingame, Robert S.

Burlingham, Hiram

Busk, Mrs. Joseph R,

Cabell, Walter Coles

Campbell, Dudley E.

Carr, Leander K.

Case, Philip B.

Caswell, John R.

Chadwick, Mrs. French E.

Clark, Dr. Philip E.

Clark, Mrs. Philip E.

Clarke, Mrs. Wm. P., Sr.

Coggeshall, Dr. Henry

Cole, Charles M.

Cortazzo, Madame
Cortazzo, Miss Katherine

Cottrell, Charles M.

Covell, William W.
Covell, Mrs. William W.
Cozzens, J. Powel

Creighton, Mrs. J. McP.

Darlington, Rt. Rev. James H.

Davies, Julien T.

Davis, Rear Admiral Charles H.

Davis, Mrs. Dudley

Davis, Galen

de Canongo, Countess de San

Esteban

Dennis, Wm. E. , Jr.

de Tahy, Prof. Joannes

Dickey, Rev. George V.

Downing, George Fay

Drury, James H.

Duncan, Stuart

Dyer, Herbert

Easton, Arthur H.

Easton, Charles D. , M. D.

Easton, Fred W.
Edgar, Miss Lucille R.

Ellery, Miss Henrietta

Elliott, Mrs. John

Ellis, Miss Helen

Ellis, Miss Lizzie E.

Estes, Dr. Nathan A.

Estes, Mrs. Nathan A.

Eustis, George Peabody

Eustis, Mrs. George Peabody
Fagan, James P.

Ferry, Mrs. E. Hayward
Fish, Stuyvesant

Ford, Mrs. Thomas G.

Forsyth, Mrs. J. B.

Franklin, Miss Ruth

Franklin, William B.

Gardner, Mrs. Charles C.

Garrettson, Frederick P.

Gillespie, Lawrence L.

Gillespie, Mrs. Lawrence L.

Graham, Howard S.

Green, Arthur Leslie

Greene, John H. , Jr.

Greenman, Mrs John

Haggin, Mrs. James B.

Hague, Arnold

Hammond, Ogden H.

Hazard, Miss Abby C.

Hendy, Henry Stuart

Higbee, Edward W.
Hill, Mrs. Walter N.

Hillhouse, Mrs. Charles B.

Hoffman, Charles F
Hoppin. Samuel H.

Horton, Jere W.
Hosmer, L. H.

Howard, Mrs. E. W.
Howland, Mrs. Joseph

Hughes, Rev. Stanley C.

Hunter, Miss Augusta

Ingalls, Mrs. John J.

Ingraham, Phoenix

Jacobs, Mrs. Henry Barton
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Jones. Rev. J. Andrew

Jones, Mrs. Pembroke

Josephs, Mrs. Lyman C.

Judge, Mrs. Cyril B.

Kiinber, Rev. John S.

King, Col. Frank P.

King, Frederick R.

King, Miss Georgianna G.

King, Mrs. LeRoy
King, LeRoy
Kling, Charles P.

Knight, Rear Admiral Austin M.

U.S.N.
Koehne, Charles H. , Jr.

LaFarge, Mrs John

Landers, Albert C.

Lauterbacb, Mrs.

Lawson, John A.

Lawton, Mrs. Thomas A.

Leavitt, Miss Blanche

Lee, William H.

Levy, Max
Lippitt, Hon. Charles Warren
Lippitt, Mrs. Charles Warren

Lippitt, Charles Warren Jr.

Lockrow, Mrs. Harvey J.

Lorah, James R
Low, William G. , Jr.

Luce, Rear Admiral S. B.

Macomber, Isaac

Marvin, Miss Elizabeth B.

Mason, Dr. John J.

Mason, Mrs. John J.

MacLeod, Col. William

McAllister, Miss Louisa Ward
McCormick, Michael A.

McLennan, John K.

McMahon, Andrew K.

Morgan, Mrs. Wm. Rogers

Moriarty, Mrs. George A.

Morris, Harrison J.

Morrison, Charles E.

Murdock, Rear Admiral J. B.

Naval War College

Norman, Maxwell

Norman, Reginald

Nowell, Mrs.T.S.

Noyes, Mrs. Boutelle

Neill, Thomas J.

Pattison, Mrs. E. J.

Pearson, Mrs. Frederick

Peck, Rev. Charles Russell

Peckham, Miss Antoinette

Peckham, Mrs. Felix

Peckham, Miss Lillian

Peckham, Thomas P.

Peckham, IVIra. R. Wallace

Pepper, Mrs. William

Perry, Mrs. Henry P.

Perry, Marsden J.

Petterson, Gustof L.

Phillips, Arthur S.

Phillips, N. Taylor

Pitman, T. T.

Powel, Miss Mary E.

Price, Brig. General Butler D.

Pumpelly, Prof. Raphael

Redmond, MissLydia

Reuter, J. Henry
Reynal, Mrs. E. S.

Richards, Edgar

Richardson, George H.

Ridlon, Dr. John

Robinson, Dr. Edwin P.

Robinson, Mrs. Edwin P.

Russo, Marco

Sage, Mrs. George E.

Sanborn, Alvah H.

Sanborn, John P.

Sanborn, Mrs. John P.

Sanford, Dr. A. Chase

Scott, Mrs. George S.

Seabury, John C.

Shanahan, Dennis

Sheffield, Wm. P.

Sherman, Mrs. Albert K.
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Sherman, Mrs. B. B. H.

Sherman, Edward A.

Sherman, Miss Elizabeth G.

Sherman, Dr. William A.

Sherman, Mrs. William A.

Sherman, Dr. William S.

Sherman, Mrs. William S.

Slade, Mrs. Abbott E.

Slocum, William S.

Smith, Daniel

Smith, Mrs. R. Manson

Spencer, John Thompson
Spencer, Mrs. John Thompson
Sprague, Mrs. Frank J.

Stanhope, Clarence

Stanton, Dr. N. G.

Stetson, George R.

, Stevens, Miss Abby
Stevens, Miss J. Austin

Stevens, Mrs. Harriet

Stevens, Henry C. , Jr.

Stevens, Miss Katharine M.

Stevens, Miss Maude L.

Stewart, Anthony

Stickney, Mrs. Albert

Stoddard, Dr. William C.

Stoneman, Michael

Storer, Dr. Horatio R.

Sullivan, John B.

Sullivan, Dr. M. H.

Swan, Miss Sallie C.

Swinburne, Miss Elizabeth

Tanner, Benjamin F.

Taylor, Grant P.

Thaw, Benjamin

Thomas, Miss Harriet

Thompson. Frank E.

Underwood, Mrs. Wm. J.

Van Allen, Mrs. Garett A.

Van Beuren, Mrs. Michael M.

Vanderbilt, Reginald

Van Rensselaer, Mrs. Schuyler

Vernon, Miss Elizabeth

Wanton, Charles A. N.

Ward, Miss A. Louise

Ward, Rev. Wm. I.

Warren, George Henry, Jr.

Weaver, Mrs. Charles A.

Weaver, Harry R.

Weaver, Thomas L. S.

Wetherell, John H.

Wharton, Mrs. Henry

White, Elias Henley

White, Mrs. Elias Henley

Whitman, Hon. Charles S.

Wilder, Frank J.

Wilks, Harry G.

Wilks, Mrs. Harry G.

Wood, Mrs. Henry A.

Wright, Mrs. Walter A.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Adams, William F.

Andrews, Mrs. William, Jr.

Atkinson, Mrs. Mary

Angier, Miss Abigail

Balis, Clarence Wanton

Benson, Mrs. A. S.

Benson, Robert

Bigelow, Francis H.

Bloch, Rev. Julius

Bokee, Miss Margaret

Bosworth, Miss Rebecca

Brackett, Mrs. Charles

Braman, Mrs. Packer

Branston, Mrs. Joseph

Brightman, Miss Eva S. C.

Brightman, Wm. E.

Brownell, Miss Ella

Brownell, Miss Nancy

Buenzle, F. J.

Burlingham, Rev. £. J.

Burlingham, Mrs. Thomas
Casey, Miss Sophie P.

Chester, Charles E.
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Chester, Dr. Frank Dyer

Chinn, Miss E. Bertha

Clarke, Miss Lena H.

Congdon, Mrs. Henry B.

Cottrell, Miss Annie

Davis, Salmon W.
Dudley, Mrs. Beverley R.

du Fais, John

Fowler, Miss A. Sybil

Franklin, Mrs. Robert M.

Goddard, William D.

Hayes, Robert S.

Hayes, Mrs. Robert S. .

Hazard, Miss Mary A.

Holland, Mrs. Katharine B.

Howard, Mrs. William R.

Jones, Rev. Wm. Safford

Lawrence, Mrs. Henry
Lawton, George P.

Leiber, Mrs. Hamilton

Leiber, Miss

Marsh, Mrs. Herbert

McCarthy, Miss Alice

Mead, Mrs. George Whitfield

Nichols, Miss Matilda

O'Neill, Eugene C.

Peckham, Frank L.

Peckham. Mrs. Frank L.

Peckham, Mrs Thomas P.

Perry, Howard B.

Perry, Mrs. Joseph

Perry, Thomas Sergeant

Pinniger, Mrs. David

Potter,' Ralph G.

Powell, Mrs. Frank

Richmond, Henry I.

Rogers, Mrs. Elisha

Sayer, Miss Mary A.

Sherman, Miss Annie A.

Smith, Miss Eliz B.

Smith, Mrs. Ellen G. Cornell

Smith, Miss Helen Fairchild

Stanton, Miss Bessie

Stanton, William H.

Staton, Mrs. J.- A.

Stewart, Mrs. John

Swazey, Miss Jeanette

Swinburne, Henry H.

Tetlow, Mrs. Albert

Thurston, Mrs. George W.

Titus, Mrs. Harry A.

Underwood, Mrs. Nicholas

Vernon, Miss Annie

Vose, Miss Caroline M.

Ward, Howard Gould

Waring, Miss E. B.

Weaver, Miss Susan J.

Wharton, Jos. S. Lovering

Wheeler, Henry
Whitehead, John M.

Willard, Miss Mary A.

Wing, Wm. Arthur

Wood. Trist

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP
Life 61

Sustaining

Annual

40

250

Associate 87

Total 438
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The Scope and Purpose of an Historical

Society in Newport

By

THE HON. WILLIAM PAINE SHEFFIELD

A Paper read before the Society August 12th, 1916.

History is the guide to the present and the inspiration of the

future. In order to make the best use of our surroundings, it is

necessary that we should know the tendencies and environment of the

past. The only solid basis of Historical Study is founded on facts,

accurately and painstakingly ascertained. To preserve these facts and

to bring them to the attention of the community and of the student so

that they can be easily found and clearly apprehended is the chief end

of an Historical Society.

Newport is a peculiarly rich and attractive field for the historical

scholar. Nowhere can the sources of our institutions and the habits

and development of our people be studied to better advantage. It is

especially fortunate in First: its physical situation, and Second: the

character of its founders. Its location and equitable climate at the very

beginning and during every subsequent period of its history, have been

often commented on. The harbor, easy of access to the sea, at the en-

trance of that great inland waterway, Narragansett Hay. from the time





when Nicholas Easton hired the Indians to burn off the bushes in the

swamp, where Thames Street now is, until the present time, has had a

great influence in the progress of the city. Bishop Berkeley, it is re-

corded, was never more agreeably surprised than at the sight of the

Town and Harbor of Newport. "Around him was some of the softest

rural and grandest ocean scenery in the world."

In regard to the mildness of the climate, Dr. Stiles, in his diary,

records: ''Dec. 21, 1772, Thermometer 50° at noon, abroad a fine mild

day" and Jan. 7, 1773, ''Yesterday at dinner, we ate lettuce in the gar-

den, growing abroad and not in hot beds, so moderate the season. I

saw and measured a branch of rose-bush of this Winter's fresh growth,

gathered New Year's Day, about six inches long of which the new

grown stalK was about four inches and some leave's nearly fully grown."

Into such a picturesque and fortunate situation and amid such a

mild and attractive climate were transplanted a body of men selected

by the stern refinement of persecution from the Puritan Commonwealth.

Much has been written of the Massachusetts Puritans, how, in order

that they might enjoy a fuller political liberty and that they might

worship God according to the dictates of their own conscience, they

obtained the charter of an English trading Company, left Leicestershire

in old England and settled Boston in New England and founded a State.

There is little doubt that, in the world as it then existed, few people

had a wider knowledge of the principles of political liberty and a more

sincere love of religious truth than they. But the Puritan theocracy, to

say the least, was not attractive and congenial to those who were not in

entire sympathy with its purposes and its beliefs. It was William

Blackstone, the original settler of Rhode Island who, when the Massa-

chusetts settlers disturbed him in possession of Beacon Hill and Boston

said that "he had come from England to escape the Lord's Bishops but

he did not like the Lord's Brethern any better." This was the common
view of all the Rhode Island founders: Blackstone, Roger Williams and

John Clarke, in succession.

Whatever love of liberty and of religious devotion existed in Boston,

it was nowhere stronger than among the Elders of the First Church and

the Magistrates of Boston who (including Sir Henry Vane) supported

Wheelwright and some of whom followed Ann Hutchinson. When
these were disarmed and banished, these exiles of exiles, refined by the

persecution of New England, after the persecution of old England,

founded on this lovely island a community whose story allures and

attracts the historian to this day as do few other spots.

Ambassador Bryce has said: "Rhode Island has had a singularly

interesting and eventful history. All the more interesting because in a





tiny community the play of personal force3 is best seen and the charac-

ter of individual men give color to the strife of principles and parties.

Thus, some touch of that dramatic quality which belongs to the cities

of Greece and Italy recurs in this little Republic on Narragansett Bay."

William Coddington, John Clarke, John Coggeshall, Nicholas Eas-

ton and their associates, when they settled through the influence of

Roger Williams, on this beautiful Island, then recently wrested by the

Narragansetts from the Wampanoags, builded better than they knew.

They brought with them a clearer vision of the future and a wider

sympathy with humanity than anywhere existed in the world. They

knew from their own bitter experience that man could not enjoy religi-

ous liberty, unless he was willing to respect and bring that liberty to

his fellow man. That one could not enjoy civil liberty for himself,

unless he accorded the same rights to his neighbor and that his neighbor

was not only his relative and his friend who came from England, but

also the savage Indian whose land he occupied. They founded a State

to hold forth the lively experiment of the brotherhood of man founded

upon religious freedom which made possible the union of the Colonies

under the Constitution of the United States. They supported those

principles of equality upon which the French Revolution and the de-

velopment of free people everywhere has been based.

Here in this mine of historical study, not neglected but not fully

exploited, lies much that would enable one to understand more fully

the development of our Institutions and the History of our Country.

Here was founded the first free State, in the words of John Clarke

"To hold forth a lively experiment that a most flourishing Civil State

may stand and best be maintained with a full liberty in religious con-

cernments."

Here was founded a State, the title to whose land was based upon

the free purchase, from the aboriginal owners and whose dealings

throughout its history with the Indians were marked with justice.

Here the foundations of the State were placed upon the principle

of the fullest recognition of the rights of the individual in the civil

sphere, and thus, to this City, came for refuge those fleeing from every

kind of oppression.

Here the historian can trace the development of a State founded on

such principles; where Commerce followed increase in population;

Wealth followed Commerce; and Art and Social Intercourse of a free

people followed Wealth, until hardly anywhere in the eighteenth cen-

tury could be found a more desirable place to live in than Newport.

Here the student may trace the beginnings of that conflict which

ultimately brought freedom to all the Colonies and here, in Colonial





times; afterwards, before the Civil War and even to the present time,

have been brought together in close association those of leisure, as well

as the literary and artistic, from many different parts of this country.

• To illustrate the scope which the past of Newport offers to an His-

torical Society, one can touch only on a few salient points:

The intercourse of different races, whether one is dependent upon

the other or whether they are in diverse stages of civilized development,

are usually attended with misunderstandings and struggles. Contrary

to the rule, in the main, the relations of the settlers of Newport with

the original inhabitants were generally peaceful—an example to the

other New England colonies.

These relations were founded on Justice and Fair Dealing and the

Recognition of Mutual Rights and Obligations. In acquiring land,

Rhode Island scrupulously extinguished the Indian Titles: not only the

title of the Major Chieftains, recognized by the tribal traditions as the

proper authority, but again and again they purchased the rights of oc-

cupation of each petty Sachem. The Colonists also sought to devise a

system of jurisprudence to be administered by joint tribunals to secure

Justice to offending Indians. It was provided: "That if any Indian

shall be unruly, or will not depart our bowses when they are bidden,

they are to carry them to the Governour or other Magistrate, and they

shall be punished according to their demeritt. And further, that for

any common or small crime he shall receive his punishment according

to law; and for any matters of greater weight exceeding the value of ten

fadome of beads, then Miantonomy is to be sent for, who is to come and

see the Tryal. But if it be a Sachem that hath offended, though in

smaller matters, then he is also to be sent for, and to see his tryall, and

Judgment; who hath promised to come."

One of the most interesting Indian incidents is described in "John

Easton's Indian War." This book is practically devoted to the single

incident and it brings out in a strong light both the character of Philip

of Pokanoket and of the attitude of the R. I. Colonists towards their

Indian neighbors. Sassicus, a praying Indian, had been killed by

Phillip's men and his body had been found by the Plymouth people

when the ice had melted from the pond in the spring and the Plymouth

people had summoned Philip to come to Plymouth for trial and he had

refused. Phillip was preparing for the last desperate conflict with the

Whites. Just before the outbreak, in full war paint at the request of

John Easton (Gov. 1690-1695) and a committee with him from New-

port, Philip and his warriors met them near Bristol Ferry. The Rhode
Island men tried to dissuade Phillip from going to war and offered their





services as mediators with the Massachusetts people. The narrative is

interesting as showing the confidence which the Indians had in their

Rhode Island neighbors and the breadth of view of the Indian Chief-

The Rhode Islanders represented the hopelessness of the War and the

Indians did not deny it. They depicted the horrors of war and its bar-

barity; and Philip in a wisdom beyond his time, said "war is the worst

way of settling disputes." The Rhode Island men suggested "arbitra-

tion" which the Indians were willing to listen to, provided, any impar-

tial men could be found. The Committee suggested the Governor of

New York, and it seemed to them a possible solution if the Plymouth

people would accept. But the history of our own time repeated itself,

peacemakers, without authority, could do little and the most bloody

Indian War resulted.

At the close of Philip's Wr
ar, in August 1676, a Court Martial was

held at Newport "for the trial of Indians charged with being engaged in

Philip's designs." The record of which has been published (Albany,

N. Y., Printed by J. Mumsell, 1858). One is impressed with the care

of the members of this Court, to do justice to the accused Indians and

to give them the benefit of all the forms of law to which Englishmen

were entitled. The sentences in the main were just and mild as com-

pared with the treatment of the Indians by the other Colonies in this

last great conflict in this locality.

To the student of Principles of Government and the Forms of

Institutions which promote Liberty, no field is so attractive as Colonial

America. Here a people versed in the principles of English Law, de.

rived from Magna Carta, expounded by Coke and the fathers of English

Jurisprudence, under different forms of Royal Charters, freed from ex-

acting supervision, each sought out the development that seemed best

to promote their welfare. Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay Colonies,

Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia

and Georgia, all in a different way worked out their freedom under

Royal Charters.

Of all the Colonies, Rhode Island is most interesting. Here was

founded a pure Democracy and in quarterly meetings the freemen

assembled controlled the Legislation. Liberty based on the English

Law was established. In 1647 that wonderful Code of Laws, for its

day, was adopted and orderly government, with the initiative and

referendum in the people, was established. But under the leadership of

John Clarke they did not rest until they had obtained from that corrupt

Monarch, Charles II, the great Charter of 1663 which secured for all

time, embodied in the fundamental law, the principle of Soul-Liberty





and complete freedom in Religious concernments. So free was the

development of the people in this Colony that there was no marked dif-

ference in the administration of the executive and the action of the

General Assembly under the British King and under the American

Republic. Indeed, the same Royal Charter was sufficient as the funda-

mental law of the British Colony and the American State. Here were

worked out many of the forms and principles of Government that were

embodied in the American Constitution. To preserve the trials which

brought out the application of these principles to the needs of English-

men in a new land; to trace the origin of institutions which were de-

veloped until they became part of the heritage of the nation is the func-

tion of the historical student and of an Historical Society.

"The Individualism of Rhode Island based as it was on that which

was spiritual, on the Soul Liberty of Roger Williams and the "inner

light" of Antinomians, Anabaptists and Quakers, could not, under favor-

ing conditions but flower forth in idealism. Beginning with 1729 these

conditions were supplied at Newport by the development there of

wealth through commerce and by the presence there, for a time, of the

greatest idealist among English Philosophers—George Berkeley, Dean

of Londonderry. So writes an historian who has shown much sym-

pathy with Rhode Island:

Many of the richest memories of this period gather around Berkeley,

Dean of Londonderry. The "New England Weekly Commoner" 3d of

February, 1729, has this dispatch: "Newport, January 24, 1729. Yes-

terday arrived here, Dean Berkeley of Londonderry in a pretty large

ship. He is a gentleman of middle stature, of an agreeable, pleasant

and erect aspect. He was ushered into the Town with a great number
of gentlemen to whom he behaved himself after a very complaisant

manner. 'Tis said he proposes to tarry here with his family about

three months."

When Berkeley's ship appeared off Block Island, he sent at once a

letter announcing his arrival to Mr. Honeyman, Minister of Trinity

Church, which was received by Mr. Honeyman, while preaching on

Sunday. "The Church was dismissed with the blessing and Mr.

Honeyman, with the wardens, vestry, church and congregation, male

and female, repaired immediately to the Ferry Wharf, where they

arrived a little before the Dean, his family and friends." Newport was

fortunate in having a visit from such a man. This man, so honored by

Newporters, was one of the purest and most upright of his generation.

"In an age more material than any that had preceded or has followed

it, he steadfastly upheld the ideals of a higher life and refused to

acknowledge that a nation or an individual could be said to prosper
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because of mere worldly advancement." He conceived a plan for found-

ing a University at the Bermudas from which a Christian civilization

might be spread through the American Continent. He, almost alone

of his contemporaries, seemed to grasp the great future that lay open to

America; and with prophetic vision, he saw the great Western Empire

that was to be. The charm of that "handsome face beaming with

intelligence and goodness" had for a time so fascinated the worldly and

cynical Court of Queen Caroline, that it seemed as if he were about to

obtain from the Crown and Parliament a Grant of 20,000 pounds for

the College he proposed in the Bermudas, "for piety and learning;

where the colonial and native youths of America" should be trained as

scholars and missionaries, a purpose which the Court must have

thought wholly Utopian. While awaiting this grant, he sought in

Rhode Island a retreat to prepare for what he expected to be his life

work.

A countryman of Berkeley has thus described the place to which

he came: "Newport was then a flourishing town, nearly a century old,

of the first importance and an emporium of American commerce. It

was in those days the maritime and commercial rival of New York and

Boston. Narragansett Bay formed its outer harbour; and the inner

harbour upon which the Town was built was well protected from the

Ocean. It was a natural place for the President of St. Paul's to choose

as a basis of his operations."

The Island in 1729 contained about 18,000 inhabitants; of these

1,500 were negros—freeman and slaves; a few native Indians, too, might

still be seen on the Island. Newport was then a rich centre of foreign

and domestic trade. "Its ,early wealth may be explained by several

causes. The salubrity of the climate drew strangers from the Continent

and from the West Indies; its harbor gave security near the open Ocean;

the spirit of religious toleration, which reigned in the Island made it

then in America, what Holland was in Europe at the end of the Seven-

teenth Century. Jews and Quakers, prosecuted elsewhere, flourished

in Newport in peace. The Island was crowded with religious refugees,

who professed often, the most fantastic beliefs. The white inhabitants

were of many religious sects, Quakers, Moravians, Jews, Episcopalians,

Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Sixth Principle and Seventh Princi-

ple Baptists and many others besides."

With Berkeley, besides his recently married wife, came Smibert,

the painter, and Berkeley's two learned and elegant friends, Sir John

James and Richard Dalton, Esq. With great amusement, these two

friends described the inhabitants as they found them: "In one thing

the different sectaries at Newport, both men and women, all agreed IH|





a rage for finery. The men in flaming scarlet coats and waist-coats,

laced and fringed with brightest glaring yellow. The sly Quakers not

venturing on these charming coats and waist-coats yet loving finery,

figured with plate on their sideboards. One. to the no small diversion

of Berkeley, sent to England, and had made on purpose, a noble large

teapot of solid gold, and inquired of the Dean, when drinking tea with

him, whether Friend Berkeley had ever seen such a 'curious thing.'

On being told that silver ones were much in use in England, but that

he had never seen a gold one, Ebenezer replied:—'Aye, that was the

thing; I resolved to have something finer than anybody else.' They say

that the Queen (Caroline) has not got one. The Dean delighted his

ridiculous host by assuring him that his was an unique; and very happy

it made him."

When Berkeley first arrived, he stopped with his wife in Town.

Mr. Honeyman, who was the Missionary from the English Society,

seemed to have been his earliest friend, who came to Newport in 1704,

as the Missionary of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel.

Trinity Church had been completed only a few years before Berkeley

arrived. Here Berkeley preached three days after his arrival and from

time to time during his stay. All sects, it seemed, rushed to hear him»

even the Quakers with their broad-brimmed hats came and stood in the

aisles. As showing Berkeley's tolerant views of theological differences.

it was here Updike heard him say emphatically, in one of his sermons,

"Give the devil his due, John Calvin was a great man." This liber-

ality of view made him appreciate the religious toleration of Rhode

Island. He said, "The inhabitants are of a mixed kind, consisting of

many sorts and conditions of sects. Notwithstanding so many differ-

ences, here are fewer quarrels about religion than elsewhere, the people

living peaceably with their neighbors of whatever profession.''

In July or August, 1729, Berkeley moved out into Middletown and

bought about 96 acres from Captain John Anthony, a native of Wales,

then a wealthy grazier in Rhode Island, whose daughter afterwards

married Gilbert Stuart. About the time Berkeley moved into the coun-

try, Elder Comer writes in his diary: "From July 2Sth to August 7th,

1729. the heat was so intense as to cause the death of many. Through

the first nights in August the lightenings were constant and amazing,"

and this may have been one of the reasons contributing to his change

to life on a farm, though it was, probably, to be near Mr. Honeyman.

The farm adjoined the Honeyman farm, from which "Honeyman Hill"

takes its name. Here Berkeley enjoyed practically his first home, at

Whitehall, which he built. About this time, the records of Trinity

Church contain this entrv: "1729, September 1, Henrv Berkelev, son of
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Dean Berkeley, baptised by his father and received into the Church."

There is later another record in Trinity Church, on the tomb stone of

Nathaniel Kay, which preserves the personal relation of the Dean with

Rhode Island: ''joining to the South of this tomb lies Lucia Berkeley,

daughter of Dean Berkeley, obiit the oth of September 1731."

Here at Whitehall Berkeley remained for nearly three years, until,

disappointed in his great project, he returned to England. When he

left he gave his Whitehall Estate to Yale, who is its present owner in

reversion. He is supposed to have done this largely thro his friendship

for Rev. Dr. Samuel Johnson, the Episcopal Missionary in Connecticut.

Dr. Stiles says, " Dr. Johnson persuaded the Dean to believe Yale Col-

lege would soon become Episcopal. This, or some other motive, influ-

enced the Dean to make a donation of his Rhode Island farm, 96 acres,

with a library of about a thousand volumes to Yale College in 1733.

This donation was certainly secured very much through the instru-

mentality of Rev. Dr. Jared Eliot and Rev. Dr. Johnson. The latter,

in conversation with me in 1753, when I made a funeral oration on

Bishop Berkeley told me, he himself procured it. He assumed the

whole glory to himself. Col. Updike of Newport, an Episcopalian,

intimately acquainted with the transaction, told me the Bishop's mo-

tive was the greater prospect that Yale College would become Episco-

palian than Harvard.

As Newport's Beach and its peaceful surroundings later gave to

Channing some of the inspiration towards a more sympathetic and

liberal religious doctrine; so these scenes seemed to inspire Berkeley to

his best philosophic work, and to his highest ideals. Newport's inspi-

ration to the Philosopher to do his best work was not less, however,

than the inspiration which Berkeley gave to the literary development

of Newport's inhabitants.

When Berkeley came here, Newport was not free from provincialism

and snobbery, as we can gather from the pious Quaker, Ebenezer, and

the story of his solid-gold tea-pot. But from the Philosopher came an

inspiration to higher ideals. Soon after he settled at Whitehall, he

took an active part in forming a philosophical society, and he found

persons not unqualified to consider questions which had long occupied

his thoughts—clergymen, lawyers, physicians and the enterprising and

liberal merchants of the Town. Such were, Col. Updike. Judge Scott

(a grand-uncle of Sir Walter Scott,) Nathaniel Kay (collector of the

port), Henry Collins, Nathan Townsend, the Rev. James Honeyman,

and many others, and he attracted here many other like spirits from

the surrounding colonies. One of the objects of this Society was to

collect books and, as a result of its existence, Redwood Library was

founded in 1747.
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Another thing that contributed to the exceptional position of New-

port in Colonial America was its religious toleration which gathered an

unusual population. No Prelate of the Church of England at that day

could be more in sympathy with Rhode Island Toleration than the

Irish Dean. A sort of Synod of the Episcopal clergy wa3 held twice a

year at Whitehall, and he urged upon them the absolute need of concili-

ation, both of their own hearers and of their neighbors, who differed

from them. Berkeley seemed to have only one wish in him and that

was to alleviate misery and diffuse happiness.

Newport owes to Berkeley much of its subsequent reputation as

the centre of social and literary activity in America. Dr. Stiles, just

before the Revolution, enumerated from day to day those who called

upon him from outside of Newport, and the catalogue of them, if it

were not too long to enumerate, would give us some conception of how
cosmopolitan Newport then was. Within a comparatively short period,

we find such entries, as these:

" Spend several hours in discourse with a Romanish priest, a

Knight of Jerusalem or Malta travelling from Hispaniola to Quebec.''

" Visited by Messrs. Willard and Hylier, two of the fellows of Harvard

Col." " Francis Bernard, son of Gov. Bernard, educated in the Univer-

sity of Oxford." " Mrs. Wilson, an eminent Quaker Preacher, laterly

from West Chester preached; a pious, sensible woman." M Dr. Husius,

near Esopus, a learned Dutch minister;" "Rev. Morgan Edwards of

Phila.;" "Mr. Zubly, Jr., of Georgia here." " Col. Malbone is a gentle-

man of politeness and great honor; was educated at Oxford and despised

all religion, but now is a jealous advocate for the Church of England."

"Jan. 9, 1770. This afternoon, Hon. Alex. Grant, Esq., returned here to

his family after four years' absence at London and Jamaica. Son of

Sir Alexander Grant of Scotland. Married Oct. 20, 1760 Abigail

Cheseborough of Newport;" "April 16, 1772. This afternoon, I spent

at the Redwood Library in company with a French Physician from

Britagne in France. Educated at the University in Normandy;" "A
Jew from Lissa, in Poland, Abraham Levi, 44 years of age" &c, &c.

Amid this culture and wealth were early embodied the seeds which

resulted in the independence of America. Few contemporary English

Histories begin the Revolutionary War as we do, at Lexington and

Concord, but place the origin of the struggles on Narragansett Bay.

The causes leading to Independence, however, go far back of 1776.

Early some of the foremost of English Statesmen saw the seeds of the

coming conflict. The Earl of Sandwich, more than a century before

the outbreak of the Revolution, commented upon the strength and im-
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portance of New England; and he also, as a wise Statesman, foresaw

the futility of "roughness and peremptory orders." He made the fol-

lowing, for that time, remarkable memorandum upon the subject:

"July 2, 1671—Upon all the information I have gotten of Xew
England, I made up in my owne opinion the result followinge: That

they are att present a numerous and thrivinge people and in 20 years

more are likely (if civill warrs or other accidents prevent them not) to be

mightly, rich and powerfull and not at all carefull of theire dependance

upon old England. Whence wee are to fear the inconveniences followinge:

1. The want of vending our owne manufactures, now carried

thither (possibly to the value of 50,000 pounds per ann). And more-

over their servinge the Streights and other parts of the world with

cloth and the commodities, wee serve them with, and soe our markets

abroad will be spoiled both in prise and quality of vent.

2. The Dependance of our Islands of the Caribees and Jamaica

upon them. For New England serves them with provisions and all

wooden utensills, much cheaper than any other can. And in likely-

hood will serve them all other manufactures that wee doe. And con-

sequently reape the whole benefitt of these colonies.

3. They will be be masters of the Trade of masts, pitch and tarr

and other beneficiall commodities in Pascotoway river and all the

northern colonies.

I conceive it impossible to prevent wholly their encrease and

arrivall at this power, nevertheless I thinke it were advisable to hinder

their growth as much as can be, in order whereunto I can find but 2

means, viz:

—

1. A law in Parliament against Transporting English families or

persons to any plantations without license of the King. At present

40 or 50 families are now goinge yearely thither:

2. To remove as many people trom New England to our South-

ern plantations as may be, where the produce of theire labours will

not be commodities of the same nature with old England to out-trade

us withall:

Our principall care then must be to regulate this people and gett

as much hand in theire government as wee can, to enable us to keepe

off prejudice from us, as long as wee can. I take the way of rough-

ness and preemptory orders, with force to backe them, to be utterly

unadviseable. For they are already too strong to be compelled.

They have 50,000 trained bands, well armed and disciplined. They

have shipps of 300 tonns burden and above 20 gunns and can build

halfe a dozen men of warr yearely (if they will) and though I appre-

hend them yett not at that point to cast us off voluntarily and of
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choice; yett I beleeve if wee use severity towards them in their

Government, civvill or religious, that they will (being made desperate)

sett up for themselves and reject us. (I confessee, as yet informed, I

doe not in the least apprehend theire need of, or disposition to admitt

the protection of any other Nation, either French or Dutch, but if

any, the French rather of the 2, for the likelihood of better usuage

and power already in America.)

The onely way that occurrs to mee for the King my Master, to

have power amongst them is by Pohcye and faire means to prevent

the growing power of the Massachusetts Colonye.

1. One means whereof will be to confine and retrench those

unlimited bounds they have sett unto themselves by the extravagant

interpretation of words in their pattent whereby they fetch in all the

country to the Norwards, as farr as Nova Scotia, and cutt off new

Albany from the Duke of Yorke's country to the Southward.

2. Another meanes by preservinge and encouraging the other

Colonies in power and greatness, to keepe up a divided Interest, in

order whereunto the difference betweene the Colonies of Rhode
Island and Connecticutt about bounds neere Pequit river, is to be ad-

judged to the advantage of Rhode Island, who else will not be able to

subsist as a Colo'nie wanting land upon the maine land, upon which to

discharge themselves of the numerous people they breed every yeare,

and consequently be lesse able to resist falling under the power and

Government of the Massachusett Colonye."

This frank statement of purposes carries the key to much in the

history of the following century which, otherwise, might not seem

clear. It contains the outlines of the policy which kept Rhode Island

Colony from being absorbed by its neighbors and brought those suc-

cessive decrees of the King in Council, which finally decided, in its

favor, the "Connecticut boundary dispute" awarding King's County

to Rhode Island, and again, in 1747 awarded to Rhode Island the

•'five towns" held by Massachusetts, and thus, at last, established its

undisputed jurisdiction on all the main land about Narragansett Bay.

It also sets forth the harsh policy of England to the Colonies, directly

to prevent any manufactures whatever in the colonies, and to limit by

"Navigation Acts," the growing American Commerce. England's

policy of repressing Colonial Manufactures was so effective that up to

the period of the Revolution, no substantial manufactures, except to

supply home and local demands, existed in the Colonies to protest

against this policy. On the other hand, the Commerce of the Colo-

nies was extended, diversified and very profitable. Arthur Brown in

hisMiscellanies said, "Newport used to send out annually four hun-
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dred sails of shipping, small and large, the chief trade to the West
Indies and the Coaste of Guinea." The great statesmen and writers

upon, the rights of America, who formulated the grievances of the

colonies, usually admitted the right of Great Britain to regulate the

foreign trade of the empire and to pass Navigation Acts. Such acts

were passed as early as 1733, but not seriously enforced, until the

grievous burden of taxation upon the English Merchants made them

demand about 1763 from the Government their enforcement, and the

passage of additional laws extending to the trade with the Spanish.

Main.

The enforcement, by seizures and confiscations, of these laws ir>

Narragansett Bay made Newport long for Independence and here

occurred the first overt acts of resistance to the Crown, naturally

leading to Lexington and Concord. Arthur Brown of Trinity Col-

lege, Dublin, born in Newport, the son of the Rector of Trinity

Church, wrote after the Revolution : "The discontents of America

are usually dated from the Stamp Act in 1765, but they really origi-

nated in 1763, immediately after the Peace, from the interdiction of

their trade with the Spanish Main ; it was the only trade that brought

specie into the Country and hence no money was seen, except paper,

saving half Johannes, dollars, pistareens (a guinea or English Crown
seldom seen). The depression of the value of paper money was

greater in Rhode Island than anywhere else; the paper dollar bearing

the nominal value of eight pounds. I myself saw one American fort

fire upon the "Squirrel," the King's Ship in 1764 in the harbor of

Newport." In this connection we can readily gather the acts and

feelings of the patriot party from gleanings taken from Dr. Stiles'

notes. "Liberty Day,'' the anniversary of the King's signing the

repeal of the Stamp Act in 1766, was celebrated throughout the Colo-

nies. March 18, 1769, Stiles writes: "This is Liberty Day. cele-

brated at Newport, Boston and New York." "This anniversary of

the Stamp Act repeal was celebrated at Newport by the Sons of Lib-

erty. At the Dawn of Day colours or a large Flag was hoisted &
displayed on the Top of the Tree of Liberty, and another on the Mast

of Liberty at the point. At the same time my bell began &: con-

tinued ringing till Sunrise. About nine o'clock A. M. the bell of the

First Congreg. Chh. began to ring & rang an hour or two. The

Episc. Chh. bell struck a few strokes and then stopped : The
Episcopalians being averse to the Celebration. At Noon, the cannon

were discharged at the point near Liberty pole or Mast. The colors

were also displayed at the Fort all day, & on some vessels. Towards

night my bell rang again, & ended at about sunset, when all the
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colours were struck. The Committee of the Sons of Liberty met &
supped with Capt. John Collins.''

The Tree of Liberty was planted at the head of Thames Street

in 1765 and a copper plate was affixed in 1766 with the record of the

repeal of the Stamp Act. On the afternoon of March 17, 1770, a

mast was erected on the Liberty Tree on the Point. This Liberty

Pole was cut down in September of the same year to make way tor a

house that was built on the lot.

Some of his references to current events are very brief, for fear

that vengeance may be brought down upon some participating indi-

vidual. "July 31, 1769, Sloop Liberty burnt." This was a bold act,

reflecting the virile patriotism of Newporters. It has been styled the

"first overt act of violence offered to British authorities in America."

The vessel was scuttled in Newport Harbor on July 17, in revenge

for her part in detecting violations of the revenue laws, and was set

on fire on the 31st. This affair was by citizens and resulted in the

destruction of the vessel, while by the firing on the "Squirrel" in

1764, little damage was done. The latter was by the gunner in charge

of the Colo?iy Fort, however, and when the British officer waited on

the Governor and Council to demand acknowledgment of the insult,

"They agreed that the gunner had acted by authority, and that they

would answer for it when they thought necessary."

Events were happening elsewhere about this time. "March 3,

1770," Dr. Stiles "read in Boston prints an account of death of a

young lad, Christopher Snider, aged 11 years, at Boston, on the 22nd

ult." "the first victim or martyr of American Liberty." This was fol-

lowed on March 5th, by the Boston Massacre. These events gave
additional earnestness to the celebration of Liberty Day in 1770,

although the sentiment of the Town was not always unanimous. "It

is the aim of Col. Wanton and other Chh. Politicians to confuse the

Cause of Liberty

—

Divide & Impera. They yesterday hoisted Col-

ours at the Point on the Mast of Liberty, fired one Canon in the

Morning & two at the Fort in the Evening, at Sunset. The Chh.
Bell rang in the Even, but no longer. This Monday is the day agreed

upon by the True Sons of Liby. here & at Boston & New York. Ac-
cordingly this morning Colours were displayed on the Tree of Liberty.

The Committee supped in Turn with Henry Merchant, Esqr. All

the bells rang. Colors also on mast of Lib. at Point & sundry
Houses."

In the meantime, " Newport traders had agreed, in concert with

other American merchants, to refrain from importing British goods at

this time; consequently, when violations of this agreement were re-
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ported, public meetings were held in Boston (May 18) and in Phila-

delphia (May 25) at which it was resolved to break off all dealings

with Newport until its inhabitants (Who had not expressed their re-

sentment at this duplicity) should have given full satisfaction.''

41 May 31, 1770. Yesterday, the Merch'ts. in this town met at

the courthouse & agreed to store their goods lately imported—to re-

move the late resolutions of Boston & Phila. to break off all commerce

with us, & to engage the other Colonies to desist Trad'y with us;

because we had violated the salutary Non-Import'n Agreement. An
Instance, that five or six Jews & three or 4 Tories may draw down
Vengence upon a Country."

Even in those days, selfish interests struggled for recognition and

political offices were- used for political advantage :

" In the late Combinations of the American Merchants against

importations &c. and against the exorbitant fees of the customhouses

—some merchants kept themselves from the combinations. Mr.

Aaron Lopez a Jew Merchant in this town is one. P'or this the collector

&c. shew him all lenity and favor. He has about twenty sail of

vessels and his captains are all exempted from swearing at the custom-

house, and make their entries &c. without oath. But the oath is

strictly exacted of all who were concerned in the Non-Importation

Agreement. This I was told yesterday by one of Mr. Lopez' captains

long in his employ. The man o' war yesterday seized his vessel and

wines by accident and folly of the people, who in 5 row boats were

endeavoring the night before to run 41 quarter casks of wine. The
vessel and wines will be condemned—but it is said they will be set

up at a trifle and Lopez will bid them off at far less than duties ; so

that he shall make his venage good. Favor and Partiality ! And Yet

these customhouse men are perpetually clamoring on cheating the

King of his Revenue. The Customhouse in Newport produces 2000

pounds or 3000 pounds sterling per annum to the Revenue Chest at

Boston ;—a fortnight ago they shipt 800 pounds sterling to Boston

and retained 200 pounds for contingencies. There is such a swarm

of officers, that like the plague of Locusts they devour all before

them. They very particularly torment the Sons of Liberty and all

who oppose the Antiamerican Measures of the Parliament and

Ministry. This summer Mr. Christopher Ellery's vessel fell into

their hands ; a sailor having a bag of twenty lbs of Tea, this was tJie

only thing: He was obliged to go to the Commissioners at Boston

and it cost him 60 or So dollars to get her delivered. I have known

Collector Dudly refuse a present, a cask of wine, &c. and tell the

owner (whom he went to befriend) that he was obliged to refuse all
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gratuities and dare not take anything—neither did he from him in

several voyages. The collector answered his end— this man believed

it, and trumpetted thro' Town, that the Collector received nothing

but lawful Fees. Much about the same time, I heard a Captain say

'that his people had wheeled home to the Collector, wines, fruits, &c,

and they were not rejected nor returned. I have been informed of

much higher customhouse frauds and peculations. How did Dudly

get his office ? His father is an Episcopal Clergyman in the West of

England in some of those diminished towns, where 30 or 40 free-

holders elect two members of Parliament : The father was the omnis

homo of the Parish and could by his Influence command the elec-

tion. He set his price, as is said, that his son sh'd have the collector-

ship of Rhode Island. The Member of Parliament procured it for

him. Dudley behaves in office as well as any of them ; but bad is

the best. I would not, for 10 thousand worlds, administer so many

oaths to known false accounts or be knowingly accessory to the daily

perjuries which he midwifes into the world of error & sin."

On June 11, 1772, Dr. Stiles notes, " The Gaspee Schooner was

burnt off Warwick yesterday morning about 2 o'clock and the

Captain wounded.'' This was a most daring act of resistance to the

enforcement of the British Navigation Acts and in its consequences

brought to the party for Independence new principles to support their

effcrts. The difficulty of America in securing freedom was not so

much a question of her warlike strength, as the obtaining united and

effective support from all the colonies, and especially from Virginia

and the Southern Colonies. With the Stamp Act repealed, the

Southern Colonies had little^ interest in the entorcement of the

Navigation Acts. When England heard of the burning of the Gaspee

the Government, greatly incensed, issued a Commission to inquire

into the affair, to apprehend the offenders and to transport the

accused to England for trial. The authority to transport beyond the

Seas the accused for trial involved one of the strongest guaranties of

Liberty and the assertion of such authority by the British Crown
made one of the most potent forces to bind the Colonies to the im-

portance of United Action to defend their Liberties. Virginia, soon

after, passed its Resolutions, which resulted in the appointment of

Committees of Correspondence and in the ultimate assembling of the

Continental Congress. Prominent in the Virginia Resolutions, as

reasons for their passage, were recited the Powers given to the Gaspee

Commissioners to transport Americans to England for trial ; repug-

nant to every feeling of law and justice, cherished in the Colonial

breast.
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To the King's Council, it may have seemed that the attack upon

the King's ship was an act of war, more within the jurisdiction of a

Court Martial than of a Court of Common Law, especially as it was

committed on tide water and not within the limits of any town.

The learned Judges who held the King's Commission, professed how-

ever, that they only were a Court of Inquiry and they never intended

to exercise the powers of transportation for trial. These Commis-

sioners assembled at Newport, amid the most intense interest, through-

out all the colonies.

Dec. 23, 1772: "The Ships of War made a formidable parade

in the harbor—preparing for the grand Court of Inquiry appointed by

the King soon to sit here for Examining the affair of burning the

" Gaspee Schooner'' near Providence last June. The King has

ordered them to inquire particularly as to Mr. John Brown. Mr.

Joseph Brown of Providence, Capt. Potter of Bristol and Dr. Weeks
of Warwick, and if Evidence appear, not to adjudge upon them, but

deliver them up to Adm. Mortague to be sent to England & take

Trial there. The fact being infra Comitatus Limites or within the

Land Jurisdiction of the Coloney, such a Court takes the Trial out of

the Vicinage, and the transporting &c. is alarming to the whole Conti-

nent/'

The work of the Commission failed, but the entire '« Continent
''

was convinced that their liberties and welfare were not safe in the

hands of the British Crown and from Rhode Island, the Acts of

violence spread into the other colonies, and it was soon that War
itself had actually begun in 1775.

First of all the Colonies, Rhode Island recognized that there

could be no return to England and yet preserve their liberties, and

she stood ready on May 4, 1776, to strike out the name of the King
in all writs and repudiate his allegiance and hence forth recognized no

authority but the State of Rhode Island.

Few appreciate the true significance of a case tried in our Court

House here, soon after the close of the Revolution, and which was

shortly afterwards published. (The case, Trevett vs. Weeden, by

James M. Varnum, Esq., Providence, printed by John Carter, 17S7)

.

Because of its wider influence upon the development of our institu-

tions it may not be inappropriate to refer to it in detail as showing

the broad scope and possibilities of historical investigation here.

Trevett against Weeden was tried before the judges of the Su-

perior Court at Newport at its September term, A. D. 17S6. Just

one year before the Constitution of the United States was submitted
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to the people of the several states for adoption. Bryce and other

writers have called attention to the distinctive feature of that great

instrument, as being the principle that all questions of limitations of

power and constitutionality of acts are determined in this country by

the judicial and not by the executive or legislative branches of gov-

ernment—a principle wholly without existence in any government

prior to the adoption of the constitution. To Newport and the case

of Trevett vs. Weeden much credit for the wider understanding of

the function of a judiciary in a federated constitutional government is

due.

Let us look at the setting of the case. Rhode Island had ex-

hausted its resources in the Revolution. Its citizens had been di-

vided ; it had been occupied for years by the foe ; its wealthier citi-

zens had gone to Nova Scotia or England at the close of the War and

irredeemable paper money was a curse on the prosperity of those who

remained. The inflational party in control took desperate means to

keep the depreciated currency in circulation and passed in rapid suc-

cession, three acts.

In May 1786, a new issue of currency of 100,000 pounds based

upon land security and made legal tender was authorized. In June,

anybody making a distinction from gold or silver against these new

notes in the sale of goods was subjected to a penalty of 100 pounds.

And on the 3rd Monday of August in the same year at a special ses-

sion, the penalty was lowered to not less than 6 pounds or more than

30 pounds for the first offence ; but the ordinary procedures of justice

were fundamentally changed. Any judge could trv these complaints

and must dispose of them within three days <; without any jury by a

majority of the judges present, according to the Law of the Land"

and said judgment shall be final and conclusive and from which there

shall be no appeal.

Upon the last Monday ot September 1786 an old Privateers-man,

John Trevett, tendered in the market at the foot of the parade to

John Weeden "who within three weeks had been an object of charity

on the streets of Newport" the depreciated paper money as the equiv-

alent of gold for meat and upon its refusal brought information under

the Statute to recover the penalties of the act before Paul Mumford,

Chief Justice of the Superior Court in Chambers, who, as the Court

was then in session, referred the matter to the full bench.

There was argued before the Court one of the most important

questions ever submitted to a court in this state. Upon its determi-

nation the value and rights of property of every inhabitant depended

and the future prosperity of the State. The Act had made it a crime
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for John Weeden to refuse to sell to John Trevett meat at four pence

a pound, which cost him six pence on the hoof. A most profound

question was involved as to the rights of justice and trial by jury

which any individual had, as against an act passed by biased or parti-

san majorities of the Legislature, and the wider and broader question,

if this new found liberty which had been wrested from the English

King should be based on law, administered by an impartial Court.

To a very great degree the new principle of law, the power of the

Judiciary to declare and nullify an unconstitutional law, which was to

become the crown of the New Constitution was to be tried and tested.

Weeden based his defence upon three points :

1. that the act had expired;

2. that the offence was triable summarily before a special court

and the right of appeal had been taken away
;

3. that the power of the court to impanel a jury had been taken

away by the Act, and "so the same is unconstitutional and void."

The argument upon the last point by the distinguished patriot

and lawyer, General James M. Varnum, is strong, able and worthy of

the importance of the occasion. To briefly summarize his points :

He said there are three distinct sources of power : the Legislative,

Judiciary and Executive in all free government. From thence may

be inferred the necessity of a Supreme Judiciary Court to whose judg-

ments all subordinate jurisdictions must conform. The laws of the

realm, being the birth right of all the subjects, followed these pious

r,
adventurers to their new habitation including trial by jury in criminal

cases. "The attempts of the British Parliament to deprive us of this

mode of trial were among the principal causes that united the colo-

nies in a defensive war and finally affected the glorious Revolution."

The Declaration of rights by the 1st Congress, October 1774, is:

"5th : That the respective colonies are entitled to the Common Law
of England and more especially to the great and inestimable privilege

of being tried by their peers of the vicinage, according to the course

of that law."

The Legislature under the Charter cannot make Laws repugnant

to the general system of laws which governed the realm of England.

The Revolution made no change in this respect so as to abridge the

means of the people of securing their lives, liberty and property. Hut

as the Legislature is the Supreme Power in Government, who is to

judge whether they have violated the constitutional rights of the peo-

ple : In last analysis, the people themselves will judge as the only

resort in the last stages of oppression. But "when they proceed no

further than merely to enact what they may call laws," in the dis-
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charge of the great trust reposed in them and to prevent the horrors

of Civil War as in the present case, the Judges can and we trust your

Honors will decide upon them. Nor am I capable of distinguishing

between an established tyranny and that Government where the Leg-

islature makes the laws and dictates to the Judges their adjudication.

"The true distinction lies in this that the Legislature have the un-

controlable power of making laws not repugnant to the Constitution.

The Judiciary have the sole power of judging those laws and are

bound to execute them, but cannot admit any act of the legislature as

law which is against the Constitution. Indeed I very much doubt if

the citizens of any one State have power to adopt such a kind of gov-

ernment as to exclude the trial by jury consistently with the principles

of the Confederation."

The judges found that "the information was not cognizable before

them." When the judges were summoned before the General As-

sembly by whom they were elected to account for their action, they

boldly asserted their right to pass upon the Constitutionality of the

Laws in this language : And while to remove misapprehensions, they

disclaim and totally disavow any least power or authority or the ap- \

pearance thereof to contravene or control the constitutional laws of

the State or the acts of the General Assembly, they conceive that the

entirepower of construing and judging of the same in the last resort

is vested solely in the SupremeJudiciary of the State.

In that hour of internal struggle and weakness under the con-

federation and until Rhode Island adopted the Federal Constitution,

the conduct of the Judiciary in Trevett vs. Weeden stands forth as

the principal hope of the future.

The scope of an Historical Society should be as broad as the

History ot Newport and from these few incidents it may be judged

how closely its story is associated with the History and Institutions of

our Country and how intimately it is interwoven with the Progress of

the Race.

Many have done their share in making more real, Newport's Past:

Callender in his '-Century Discourse;'' Ross again at the end of the

Second Century, and then that body of investigators from whose en- .

deavors and interest sprang this Newport Historical Society. Dr.

David King, with his years of patient work and careful gathering of

material, but with all too little of work in published form ; Dr. Henry V

E. Turner that most diligent of genealogists ; Mr. Charles E. Ham-
mett with his bibliography of Newport, presenting to this Society a

standard; that it should own each book named in that bibliography;
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Mr. George C. Mason with his facile and graceful pen, related to so

many of the worthies of old Newport and who has left so much of

value, accessible in print.

And beyond the members of our Society much has been done.

Judge Horatio Rogers with his charming volumes on "A Summer
visit of three Rhode Islanders to the Massachusetts Bay in 1 65 1

,"

and, "Mary Dyer of Rhode Island, the Quaker Martyr that was

hanged on Boston Common." The late William B. Weeden with his

volumes on Commerce and Social Conditions in the Colony; Richman
with his interesting volumes on Rhode Island ; these and many
others, but open the door. The field is wide and the scope is broad

and the original materials are varied and constantly by the printing of

diaries and letters and the discovery or accessibility of new collections,

the view is enlarging. In this connection we call to mind the recent

publication by the Massachusetts Historical Society of the Letters of

Four Generations of Newport Merchants showing the character of the

Commerce here, 1726— 1800; a work made possible by the generosity

and foresight of our fellow townsman, Hon. George Peabody Wet-

more. (Mass. Historical Society Commerce of Rhode Island, 2 Vol.

1914— 1915).

Such a publication brings forcibly to mind the purpose of such

a Society as this, to preserve the materials for the future Historian.

Not only documents within our own walls but historical monuments
should be preserved in the community : One of the most satisfactory

class of facts for the study of conditions in our Colonial Life is

furnished in historical buildings and monuments, as well as articles in

use at that time : Newport is rich in these: The State House on

Washington Square ''the like whereof is not in all the Colonies;" the

old market on the corner of Long Wharf; the oldest portion of the

Redwood Library; the Vernon House, the Gibbs House and the

Brenton House, viewed with proper imagination tell, as few other

things can, how Newporters lived in the Eighteenth Century. The
furniture, the articles in daily use, their clothes and the portraits of

men and women make still more vivid the pictures of the Past. The
private correspondence and journals show how the people thought

and acted. The guarding of the public records and vital statistics

and the education of public opinion to assist to this end are a true

function of our Historical Society and the indexing and correlating of

all this material can be accomplished only by such a Society as

ours.

The generosity of the friends of this Society have preserved and

enlarged this commodious and attractive building with its fire-proot
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facilities, as a fitting temple dedicated to Historical Study in this

Community. About it, gather the memories of the Past. Founders

of the State, as John Clarke and William Coddington : Great divines,

as Clapp, Honeyman, Callender, Berkeley, Stiles, Hopkins, William

Ellery Channing, Dr. Jackson and Dominee Thayer : Great mer-

chants, as Redwood, Ayrault, Gibbs, Channing, Grant, Lopez, Riveria*

Champlin . Public spirited citizens, as Hunter, Ellery, Robbins,

Cranston, Ward : Lovely and accomplished women, as Peggy

Champlin, Polly Lawton : Artists, as Malbone, Allston, Feke, Gil-

bert Stuart and many others come back to our minds.

With these memories of a glorious Past, let us not forget the

present : We should preserve the records of every just endeavor and

the name of every individual who has manifested a spirit of disinter-

ested service for the public welfare. No Society, not even an

Historical Society, can live wholly in the Past. In preserving the

deeds of the Past and the Memory of those who have passed away,

we must do so, mainly, for the purpose of improving the conditions of

the present and of inspiring in our beloved City of Newport efforts

for a more glorious Future.
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MEETINGS

A meeting of the Society was held Aug. 12, in the Meeting

Room, at which a large company was present.

The First Vice-President presided, and in introducing the

speaker of the day congratulated the Society upon the completion

and arrangement of the new Museum and urged efforts for larger

usefulness to the community.

Mr. William P. Sheffield then presented the eloquent and in-

teresting paper printed in this issue.

At the close of the meeting the members present iuspected and

approved of the New Building, now completely finished and filled

with the Society's valuable collections.

THE NEW BUILDING

On the first floor are the offices, newspaper room, and hall, in the

latter many portraits of old Newport residents have been placed.

Here too is the doorway from the old house on Franklin Street, re-

cently demolished for Government purposes. The Exhibition Hall

on the second floor contains more Newport portraits, and many cases,

filled with old china, Indian relics, laces made in Newport years ago,

and a miscellaneous collection of relics of old Newport.

On the stairway may be found interesting photographs of early

Newport houses, and in the large Exhibition Hall upstairs, is the

mantel (probably about 1740) recently donated to the Society.

This is surrounded by household lurnishings of every description.

In this room are the Ida Lewis collection, the relics of the old fire

department, the old canes, guns and swords, and many other interest-

ing articles. After the inspection of the building the members were

served with Tea by a Committee of Ladies of which Mrs. French

Vanderbilt was chairman.
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SOCIETY NOTES

So many persons have expressed,

and manifested, interest in our

collections, that it has been deemed

advisable to open the Museum
Saturday and Sunday and Holi-

day afternoons from two to five

o'clock. It is hoped that those who
are engaged daily in business will

avail themselves of this oppor-

tunity to examine our many ob-

jects of interest. Many indeed

have already done so. Admit-

tance is free.

An interesting loan collection of

some forty prints of Newport,

some old and some new, is now on

exhibition in the gallery of the

Meeting House.

It is hoped to hold similar loan

exhibitions of articles of local in-

terest from time to time.

There is a greatly needed im-

provement to our building which

it is hoped soon to make ; in the

shape of a new porch to the front

on Touro Street. The fence around

the lot is also about to be repaired.

When these improvements to the

exterior of our buildings are com-
pleted, we shall feel that our So-

ciety has a house of which we
may be justly proud.

Among recent accessions to the

Library are the following:

Pamphlets relating to the pre-

sent European War, from Sir

Gilbert Parker.

Leaflets relating to the War, from

the Paris Chamber of Commerce.

The Jonny-Cake Papers of

"Shepherd Tom." Limited edi-

tion. Presented by Dr. Roderick

Terry.

Documentary History of "Rhode

Island. Being the History of the

towns of Providence and Warwick

to 1649 and of the Colony to 1647.''

By Howard M. Chapin, Librarian

R. I. Historical Society, 1916.

Book Fund.

" Clarke Genealogies. The

Clarke Families of Rhode Island."

Compiled by George Austin Mor-

rison, Jr. Exchange.

- "Peter Harrison 1716-1775.

Finst Professional Architect in

America." By Charles Henry

Hart. Boston, 1916. From the

author.

"The Old Narragansett Church.

Built 1707. A Brief History."

Illustrated by Rev. H. Newman
Lawrence, 1915. Presented by

Miss E. M. Tilley.

" Did the Norsemen Erect the

Newport Round Tower?" By

Barthinius L. Wick. Pamphlet.

Presented by the author.

Edith M. Tilley,

Librarian.
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NEW MEMBERS

Elected since the last Bulletin:

Annual— Miss Mabel Norman,

Dr. Arthur W. Stevenson.

Associate—Mrs. George Har-

low.

Mrs. Reginald R. Belknap.

Mr. Arthur B. Commerford.

Mrs. Alexander Fludder.

Mrs. Robert Gash.

Mrs. Walter Goffe.

Miss Katharine Manchester.

Mrs. William O. Milne.

Miss Mary Parrish.

Mrs. R. H. Tilley.
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